
 

 March WestFed Food Pantry needs: Peanut Butter, jelly, bars of soap. 

 Flowers are given this week by:   

 The whole Pearson family in memory of Marion. 

 Linda Gardner in memory of Russell Lenahan, her nephew..  

 Open Flower Dates: July 10 and 31.  

 Prayers are requested for:  

 Eileen Beckman, recovering from a broken hip, and now in hospice. 

 Wally Pearson in hospice at Twin Towers. 

 Walt Albers, Linda Gardner’s brother, was diagnosed with liver cancer, 

and will be starting chemotherapy soon. 

 Kathy O’Connell, Chris O’Connell’s aunt, recovering from a recent stroke. 

 Diane Ringshauser, who is undergoing chemotherapy.  

 Pierce Teepen, son of Alyssa and Tyler, friends of Rhonda Boddy.  

 Rev. Larry Lalama, Jeff’s cousin, who has been diagnosed with cancer. 

 Diana Jackson, Rhonda’s sister-in-law, undergoing chemotherapy.  

 Jan Rice and Kristine Von Holle, Sandy Morris’ friends.  

 DJ Hines, Sandy Morris’ brother-in-law. 

 Linda Kugele who continues to deal with breathing issues.  

 Our homebound members and friends.  

 Our Scouting units, their families and leaders.  

 Our Session, our committees, and the discernment team.  

 Our partnership with City Gospel Mission’s Princesses Ballet.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8 

The Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Welcome and Announcements 

[Please take a moment to silence all mobile devices and prepare for worship.] 

Prelude: “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”—arr. John Innes   

[* Where indicated (*), those who are able are invited to stand.] 

Ringing of the Tower Bell 

Choral Introit: “My Song Is Love Unknown”  

* Call to Worship (Responsive) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 

The days of Lent days are winding down, O God,  

And we are no closer to having contrite hearts. 

Our small complaints still loom large,  

And we don’t hurry to show mercy, or rush to be kind. 

The old habits are still alluring,  

And we resist the emptiness of the desert that reveals you, 

The places where you make yourself known to us, where you wait for us to be ready 

These places still feel desolate and alien, lonely and uncomfortable. 

Loving God, we come to you, trying to lose our lives for the life you offer 

Seeking the wisdom of Jesus, hoping to be blown open by the Spirit.  

Accept our worship this day! 

May we offer it in Spirit and in Truth!   

Opening Prayer (Leader only) 
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* Hymn No. 463: “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies” 

Christ, whose glory fills the skies, Christ the true, the only Light,  
Sun of Righteousness, arise, triumph o’er the shades of night; 

Dayspring from on high, be near; Daystar, in my heart appear. 

Dark and cheerless is the morn unaccompanied by Thee; 

Joyless is the day’s return till Thy mercy’s beams I see; 

Till they inward light impart, glad my eyes and warm my heart. 

Visit, then, this soul of mine; pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 

Fill me, Radiancy Divine; scatter all my unbelief; 

More and more Thyself display, shining to the perfect day. 

Invitation/Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Merciful God, forgive us for our apathy, for our lack of courage to speak out. Forgive 

us when we walk by, without offering help. Forgive us when we get it wrong. We 

confess that we are afraid; we don't want to overcome our hidden doubts and 

prejudices in order to be alongside those who are different from ourselves.  

We ask that you would lead us into action: give us strength to be a voice crying for 

justice and peace. May we be a liberating presence and offer love, compassion and 

whatever is needed to act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with you. In Jesus’ 

name. Amen.  

Moment of Silent, Personal Reflection and Confession 

Assurance of Pardon (Romans 8:34—Responsive) 

Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ and Christ died for us, 

Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. Friends, believe the 

good news of the gospel: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

Thanks be to God!  

May the peace of Christ be with you now and always! 

And also with you. 

* Gloria Patri (Unison) 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,  

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  

Amen, amen. 
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A difficult realization for us about this story of Lazarus is that while he was raised from 

death to new life by Jesus, the time apparently came when Lazarus, Martha, and Mary all 

died.  This is the logical part of the story that preachers and commentators usually 

avoid.  But the fact is that there is no evidence that these individuals lived any longer than 

any of their other contemporaries.  So, if he was just going to die again, what was the point 

of raising Lazarus?  Why bring him back only to face death a second time? 

In his book Lazarus and His Beloved, Kahlil Gibran explored the experience of Lazarus 

after he was raised from the dead.  Gibran portrayed a Lazarus who no longer fit in this 

world, who stayed on the fringe of daily life, who longed to return to the experience of the 

next life.  Lazarus was angry that he was brought back to a life that was limited by human 

experience.  Food had no taste for him.  Colors seemed drab.  Life in this world had no 

vitality. 

Gibran’s reflection on the experience of the resurrected Lazarus is engaging and 

fascinating.  He writes clearly from the perspective of his Lebanese culture having been 

raised as a Maronite Christian. He also studied Sufism, the mystical tradition of Islam.  That 

led to his belief that we are embodied spirits who experience the fullness of life when losing 

our mortal shell.  

Rooted in my own Christian faith and affirming that the Divine presence is in us and all 

creation (the Incarnation), I believe that we begin to experience the fullness of life in and 

through our bodies.  To that end, I don’t imagine Lazarus yearning to return to the other side 

but rather envision him eating, drinking, laughing and enjoying what it is to be alive.  I 

imagine a Lazarus unencumbered by the stresses of life that normally occupy our minds and 

preventing us from experiencing vibrancy.  The new Lazarus has passed beyond fears and 

anxieties and experiences life as nothing less than a tremendous gift.  Yes, Lazarus dies 

again.  But I believe his second passage to the next life was one of ease because he was able 

to trustingly move to a new dimension of life’s fullness—one that is greater than our 

imaginations.  In this way, the raising of Lazarus is a story about the fullness of life in the 

here and now, not just in some kind of life after this life. 

The story of the raising of Lazarus is an important one for our faith.  It challenges our 

understanding of what it means to be fully alive.  It’s a story of bold faith that breaks out of 

our logic and challenges us to be all that we were created to be.  As we continue this Lenten 

journey, Lazarus is one guide to lead us on the road to life in all its fullness.  Amen. 

~ Lou Kavar, PhD, Emerging Spirituality Weekly 
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Charge 

This morning’s charge comes from Alexander Dmitrievich Schmemann (Sept. 13, 1921 to 

Dec. 13, 1983), an influential Orthodox priest, theologian, and author, from his book Great 

Lent: Journey to Pascha. 

Benediction  

Choral Response: “Christ, We Do All Adore Thee” 

Postlude: “Allegro in B Minor”—Walther 

 

Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi, Pastor 

Heather MacPhail, Organist/Director of Music Ministries 

Jason Dennison, Videographer/Director of Technology 

Erin Olakanmi, Lay Leader 
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Prayer for Illumination 

First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14—The Valley of Dry Bones 

1 The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and 

set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me all around them; 

there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3 He said to me, “Mortal, 

can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God you know.” 4 Then he said to me, 

“Prophesy to these bones and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5 Thus 

says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 I 

will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to come upon you and cover you with skin and 

put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 

7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a 

noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 I looked, and there were 

sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them, but there was 

no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and 

say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and 

breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10 I prophesied as he commanded me, and 

the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

11 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our 

bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12 Therefore prophesy 

and say to them: Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves and bring you 

up from your graves, O my people, and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 And 

you shall know that I am the Lord when I open your graves and bring you up from your 

graves, O my people. 14 I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place 

you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says 

the Lord.” 

Gospel Reading: John 11:1-6, 17-9:1-44—The Death of Lazarus 

1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with 

her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he 

whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to 

death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through 

it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 after having 

heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.  

3 



 

17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 

days. 18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and many of the Jews 

had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20 When Martha heard 

that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said 

to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I 

know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother 

will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection 

on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe 

in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will 

never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 

Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 

28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her privately, 

“The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly 

and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village but was still at the place 

where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the house consoling her saw 

Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was 

going to the tomb to weep there.  

32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, 

“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her 

weeping and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was 

greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, “Where 

have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and 

see.” 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he 

loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened 

the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”  

38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a 

cave, and a stone was  lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away 

the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, 

already there is a stench because he has been dead four 

days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed 

you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. 

And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for 

having heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of 

the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said 

this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands 

and feet bound with strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, 

“Unbind him, and let him go.” 
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Sermon: “Do You Believe This?”  

 

Invitation to Stewardship 

Offertory Prayer (Unison) 

Generous, Giving God, accept and bless our gifts which we offer in response to the 

gracious gift of your life-giving Spirit to us.  May these gifts and our lives—our time, 

talent, and treasure—be used to demonstrate your love and justice, mercy and peace 

as they are revealed in and through Jesus, your Son and our Savior, in whose name 

we give and pray. Amen.  

Offertory Anthem: “An Offering”—Dan Forrest   

Chancel Choir 

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 

[During the prayer, everyone will have an opportunity to offer a joy or concern aloud. 

During the pause, feel free to call out the name of someone for whom prayer is requested, 

or briefly, a joy or concern on your heart. The prayer concludes with the Lord’s Prayer, 

offered in unison.] 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us—not into temptation—but deliver 

us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

* Closing Hymn  No. 400: “When We Are Living” 

 When we are living, it is in Christ Jesus, and when we’re dying, it is in the Lord. 

Both in our living and in our dying, we belong to God; we belong to God. 

Through all our living, we our fruits must give. Good works of service are for offering. 

When we are giving, or when receiving, we belong to God; we belong to God. 

Mid times of sorrow and in times of pain, when sensing beauty or in love’s embrace, 

Whether we suffer, or sing rejoicing, we belong to God; we belong to God. 

Across this wide world, we shall always find those who are crying with no peace of mind, 

But when we help them, or when we feed them, we belong to God; we belong to God. 
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