
 

 March WestFed Food Pantry needs: Peanut Butter, jelly, bars of soap. 

 Flowers are given this week:   

 In memory of Willis W. Beckett. 

 By Karl Graham in honor of the birthday of his wife Connie.  

 Open Flower Dates: April 16; July 10 and 31.  

 Prayers are requested for:  

 Kathy O’Connell, Chris O’Connell’s aunt, recovering from a recent stroke 

 Wally Pearson recovering from surgery after suffering series of falls 

 Rev. Karen McMichael, a Bayley Place chaplain, and a friend of Pastor 

Jeff’s, following the death of her husband of 50+ years. 

 Diane Ringshauser, who is undergoing chemotherapy.  

 Pierce Teepen, son of Alyssa and Tyler, friends of Rhonda Boddy.  

 Diane Ringshauser, who is undergoing chemotherapy.  

 Rev. Larry Lalama, Jeff’s cousin, who has been diagnosed with cancer. 

 Diana Jackson, Rhonda’s sister-in-law, undergoing chemotherapy.  

 Jan Rice and Kristine Von Holle, Sandy Morris’ friends.  

 DJ Hines, Sandy Morris’ brother-in-law. 

 Linda Kugele who continues to deal with breathing issues.  

 Our homebound members and friends.  

 Our Scouting units, their families and leaders.  

 Our Session, our committees, and the discernment team.  

 Our partnership with City Gospel Mission’s Princesses Ballet.  
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The Second Sunday of Lent 

Welcome and Announcements 

[Please take a moment to silence all mobile devices and prepare for worship.] 

Prelude: “Jesus, Bread of Life, I Pray Thee”—Richard Wagner 

[* Where indicated (*), those who are able are invited to stand.] 

Ringing of the Tower Bell 

Choral Introit: “Praise the Lord”—Douglas E. Wagner 

* Call to Worship (Responsive) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

In this season of Lent, we are summoned by a gracious and merciful God. 

We respond to God’s steadfast love, calling us into solemn assembly. 

We approach God in reverence and wonder, rejoicing in the invitation to holy places. 

We seek the One who grants us life, upholding us with a willing spirit. 

Lift up your voice and call out to God. 

We cry out, believing that God hears us. 

Come together and wait for God. 

We come together, trusting that God is still speaking. 

Surely God’s presence is here with us now. 

We wait in hope, for God’s steadfast love lifts our hearts. 

Come, worship the Lord. 

We celebrate the power of God that restores us.  

Opening Prayer   
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* Hymn No. 488: “The God of Abraham Praise” 

The God of Abraham praise, who reigns enthroned above; 

The ancient of eternal days, the God of love! 

The Lord, the great I Am, by earth and heaven confessed, 

We bow before your holy name, forever blest. 

Your spirit still flows free, high surging where it will; 

In prophet’s word you spoke of old, and you speak still. 

Established is your law, and changeless it shall stand, 

Deep writ upon the human heart, on sea, or land. 

You have eternal life implanted in the soul; 

Your love shall be our strength and stay, while ages roll. 

We praise you, living God! We praise your holy name; 

The first, the last, beyond all thought, and still the same! 

Invitation/Litany of Confession (Psalm 51—Responsive) 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant 

mercy, blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me 

from my sin. 

For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against you, you alone, 

have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are justified in your 

sentence and blameless when you pass judgment.  

You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. Purge 

me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Let me 

hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have crushed rejoice.  Hide your face from 

my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. Do not 

cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me. Restore 

to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit. 

Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you. Deliver me from 

bloodshed, O God of my salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance. 

O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. For you have no 

delight in sacrifice; if I were to give a burnt offering, you would not be pleased. The 

sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, 

you will not despise.  

Do good to Zion in your good pleasure; rebuild the walls of Jerusalem; then you will 

delight in right sacrifices, in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings; then bulls will be 

offered on your altar.  
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This week’s text is an excerpt from the dialogue between Jesus and Nicodemus. This gospel, 

the last one to be written, perhaps around the year 90AD, or later, contains extended 

dialogues, places the most elevated Christology alongside the most emotional depictions of 

Jesus. John’s gospel features some binary themes: follow/don’t follow, darkness/light, 

belief/unbelief, life/death.  

In this excerpt of the dialogue between Jesus and Nicodemus some of these themes are seen: 

“whoever believes in him may have eternal life” “whoever believes in him may not perish 

but may have eternal life” “those who believe in him are not condemned, but those who do 

not believe.. because they have not believed” “light has come into the world” “people loved 

darkness rather than the light” “all who do evil hate the light” “those who do what is true 

come to the light”. The confidence of voice given to the character of Jesus in this gospel 

account is, for me, confronting. It’s a “my way or the highway” voice.  

Such binaries are, in my own opinion, a literary function rather than a fundamental to this 

depiction of Jesus. He seemed to be interested in causing conflict in people who were 

attracted to him. He wanted them to speak their minds, and was content to be an irritant in 

their lives until they spoke the truth to him. What are the conflicts that binary religious 

language cause in you? And rather than deciding whether to accept it or reject it all out, 

what do you say back? What is your self-understanding in conversation with the text? What 

is your argument back?  

This is, I think, the invitation of the text. Not to think about whether you’re condemned or 

not, but rather to think of what you’d actually say back to someone who was pushing and 

pushing and pushing. Pushing people to speak truthfully back to him, rather than to perform 

what they think will win them friends and influence. Jesus seemed uninterested in pandering 

to popularity — he regularly made life difficult for his friends and would–be followers.  

What’s helpful to remember is that in this fourth gospel, alongside such binary language 

from Jesus is the most elevated theology of friendship we find in the Christian scriptures. 

Jesus, in this gospel, is not interested in telling his friends to love their enemies. He’s 

interested in loving his friends till the end. This last supper depiction has him disrobe and 

wash the feet of those he loves. And even in this text, famous for being used as a battering 

ram about perishing and condemnation, the motivation of God towards the world is love not 

despair. For God so loved the world. This is a demonstration of an incarnation that is 

interested in the argument of being alive, not the ambivalence of affectation.  

                                                                                                             ~ Pádraig Ó Tuama 

7 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus and Nicodemus, Henry Ossawa Tanner 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Jesus and Nicodemus, Alexander Ivanov 
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Moment of Silent, Personal Reflection and Confession 

Assurance of Pardon (Joel 2:12-13—Responsive) 

“Even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping 

and mourning.” Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the Lord your God, for 

he is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents 

from sending calamity. 

For this we give glory to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and forevermore.  

May the peace of Christ be with you on your Lenten journey. 

And also with you. 

* Gloria Patri (Unison) 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,  

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen, amen. 

Prayer for Illumination 

Gospel Reading: John 3:1-21—Nicodemus Visits Jesus 
1 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to Jesus by 

night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, 

for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with that person.”  3 Jesus answered 

him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from 

above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can 

one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very 

truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and 

Spirit. 6 What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not 

be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8 The wind blows where 

it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or 

where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”  

9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the 

teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 11 “Very truly, I tell you, we 

speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen, yet you do not receive our 

testimony. 12 If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you 

believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except the 

one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as Moses lifted up the 

serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in 

him may have eternal life. 
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16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes 

in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the 

world to condemn the world but in order that the world might be saved through 

him. 18 Those who believe in him are not condemned, but those who do not believe are 

condemned already because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God.  

19 And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved 

darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. 20 For all who do evil hate the 

light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21 But those 

who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have 

been done in God.” 

This is the Gospel of Our Lord, Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon: “Tempted”    

 

Invitation to Stewardship 

Offertory Prayer (Unison) 

God of New Life, out of the abundance of our lives we offer our gifts to you. Through 

your blessing and our willingness to share, may our offerings become a source for 

hope and love in this church family, and in the community beyond us, in the name 

of Jesus Christ. Amen.  

Offertory Anthem: “Lamb of God, What Wondrous Love”—arr. Allan Robert Petker 

Chancel Choir 

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper  

[ALL are invited to Christ’s table, remembering that access is not a right conferred 

upon the worthy, but a privilege offered to the undeserving but Our Lord Himself.] 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table/Prayer of Thanksgiving  

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Words of Institution/Sharing of the Elements  
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Pastoral Prayer after Communion and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us—not into temptation—but 

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen.  

* Closing Hymn  No. 84: “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” 

In the cross of Christ I glory, towering o’er the wrecks of time;  

All the light of sacred story gathers round its head sublime. 

When the woes of life o’ertake me, hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 

Never shall the cross forsake me: Lo! It glows with peace and joy. 

When the sun of bliss is beaming light and love upon my way, 

From the cross the radiance streaming adds more luster to the day. 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, by the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, joys that through all time abide. 

Charge and Benediction  

Choral Response: “Sevenfold Amen”—Stainer 

Postlude: “Rondeau”—Purcell 

Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi, Pastor 

Heather MacPhail, Organist/Director of Music Ministries 

Jason Dennison, Videographer/Director of Technology 

Sharon Ulrich, Lay Leader 

 


