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City Gospel Mission Thanksgiving Exchange
Thursday, November 17 thru Saturday, November 19
Monday, November 21 thru Tuesday, November 22

See “Mission” for more details

We’re breaking the cycle of poverty and despair... One 
life at a time.  Sharing God’s love together, and the hope 

that comes with it, is still the way.

28 As they approached the village to which they were 
going, Jesus continued on as if he were going farther. 
29 But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is 
nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he went in 

to stay with them.
30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, 
gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. 31 

Then their eyes were opened and they recognized 
him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32 They 

asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within 
us while he talked with us on the road and opened the 

Scriptures to us?”
33 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. 
There they found the Eleven and those with them, 
assembled together 34 and saying, “It is true! The 

Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” 35 Then 
the two told what had happened on the way, and how 

Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the 
bread.



Grace and peace everyone,

As I write this, we’re still about three weeks from Easter. But, even 
so, I think it’s okay to look ahead, just this once. Why? Well, because 
there’s nothing that speaks so directly, so comprehensively, so elo-
quently, or so powerfully to the human condition—all of our bro-
ken-ness, ugliness, violence, pain, fear, guilt, despair, anxiety—than 
Easter.

The Resurrection of Jesus is transformative in so many ways. The 
Resurrection transforms tragedy and heals broken-ness, and when 
we reach our limits, gives us hope for the future. The Resurrection 
is God’s “yes” to the world’s “no.” It is “yes” to life now and forever, 
and when things aren’t as they should be, the resurrection offers us a 
lens through which we are able to see and know things as they were 
intended to be. We need the lens of Resurrection so that we can see 
what it means to choose love over anything that isn’t love.

Theologian Richard Rohr puts it this way: “Christ Crucified is all 
of the hidden, private, tragic pain of history made public and given 
over to God. Christ Resurrected is all of that private, un-grieved, 
un-noticed suffering received, loved, and transformed by an All-Car-
ing God. How else could we believe in God at all? How else could 
we have any kind of cosmic hope? Jesus is the blueprint, the plan, 
the pattern revealed in one body and moment of history to reveal 
the meaning of all of history and each of our lives. The cross is the 
banner of what we do to one another and to God. The resurrection is 
the banner of what God does to us in return. It is the announcement 
of God’s perfect and final victory.” 

I came across this old B.C. comic recently. I hope it brings a smile to 
your face!

Christ is still risen!

Pastor Jeff
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Heather MacPhail, Director of Music Ministries 
                   macphaha@miamioh.edu

    Music Ministry NotesMusic Ministry Notes

Music for Sprint!
As usual, the choirs at Westwood First are looking forward to special music for the last Sundays of Lent leading 
to our Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday celebrations!

The service on Palm Sunday will include a processional involving the Princess ballet girls, 
“Ride On, King Jesus” solo by Tommy Wessendarp and the traditional singing of “The 
Holy City”. 

For Maundy Thursday we will be singing several quiet hymns. 

Easter Sunday will feature a special brass Quartet leading the 
service with hymns and other special music! We hope you will 
find the music for all of these services inspiring and inspirational, to go along with the 
spoken Word.

Also in April** - SUNDAY, APRIL 23, 2:30 P.M. – The final concert of our 
Concert Series’ 40th season – featuring the soloists /section leaders of 
the Chancel Choir! Please mark your calendars to join us for this concert show-
casing their talent! There will be Art Songs, Opera Arias, Spirituals and more. This is 
a wonderful way for us to wrap up the season! We hope to see many of you there!

 
Wishing you the Blessings of Spring and the Easter Season!

Heather MacPhail, Director of Music Ministries

On May 5 - 7, Troop 107 will be celebrating 100 years of Scouting in Westwood, as well as 
100 years that Westwood First has been the chartering organization for the troop.  Approx-
imately 100 boys were served by the Troop each decade, which means that over the last 
100 years Troop 107 taught around 1,000 boys camping and outdoor skills, first aid, civics, 
effective leadership, and virtuous living.  Most of those boys grew to be men of character, at 
least in part, through their connection with Troop 107.  
Given this rich history and significant impact upon our community, Troop 107 has planned 
a gala celebration of its century the first weekend in May.  The weekend includes a dinner 

for all living Troop 107 Eagle Scouts and Scoutmasters, a Centennial Eagle Court of Honor, a Scout Carnival on 
the church grounds and a Centennial Banquet featuring guest speaker Cincinnati Pops Director, Eagle Scout, 
and Scout dad John Morris Russell, as well as a performance by members of the Pops brass section.
The Troop recently held a Silent Auction for the centennial celebration raising 161% of a $1,000 goal to offset 
the cost to current Scouts and their families.  We want to make sure that, as with all Troop 107 activities, cost 
does not prevent any boy from participating.  Every item in the auction was taken, but you can still support the 
troop with donations by visiting  https://givebutter.com/c/bsatroop107. As always, thank you for your support 
of the WFPC Scouting ministry!!

    The Scouting ReportThe Scouting Report

mailto:macphaha%40miamioh.edu?subject=
https://givebutter.com/c/bsatroop107


Interfaith Hospitality Network
and the role Westwood First Presbyterian Church plays in it

What  is the Interfaith Hospitality Network? The Interfaith Hospitality Net-
work of Greater Cincinnati (IHNGC) provides the tools, resources, and support 
that families need to overcome homelessness and achieve long-term stability 
in Cincinnati and surrounding areas. IHNGC has grown since its inception in 
1991with eight congregations to include more than 100 congregational partners, 
representing people of many denominations and faiths. Congregations provide 
overnight shelter and meals for homeless families in the emergency shelter pro-
gram.
IHNGC has enhanced the services offered over the years to provide support for 
the whole family that extends beyond emergency shelter. For example, in 2014, 
IHNGC established the pet support program to extend care to four-legged family 
members, allowing children and parents who become homeless to keep their dog, 
cat and/or small companion animals with them during their shelter stay, rather 

than having to surrender them to animal shelters or leave them behind.
In April 2022, IHNGC became Found House Interfaith Housing Network. The name changed, but their 
mission and services remain the same, providing emergency shelter to families with no place else to turn and 
on-going housing and supportive services so that homelessness does not recur.
How did WFPC get involved? Westwood United Methodist Church (WUMC) became part of the IHN in ear-
ly 1992. WFPC has worked alongside WUMC since the mid-1990s. Some of the dedicated folks over the years 
have been Dan and June Owens, Candee Witterstaeter, Patti Grace, and Linda Gardner. 
In the past, WUMC’s Sally Dessauer provided WFPC with a list of needed items (such as meat, cheese, bread, 
drinks) for lunches, which we would then deliver to WUMC. Our church provided pizza and salad dinners on 
the assigned Thursday (every eight weeks) when WUMC hosted the IHN families. 
WUMC started out hosting six times a year but now host four times a year. Originally IHN had two host churches 
per week, but now they have only one host church for a week because some churches have pulled out as hosts. In 
the past, a week prior to WUMC hosting, someone would staff a table in the parlor to ask for donations to help 
with IHN costs, but now the Mission Committee covers the costs. Volunteers were solicited to help serve dinner or 
to play with the children of IHN families after they had eaten. Volunteers were also solicited to be overnight hosts 
to make sure lights were out and families were in their rooms by 9 p.m. Then the hosts had to get up before 6 a.m. 
to make coffee and set out breakfast food before the IHN bus or van returned to pick the families up.
Then the pandemic hit. WUMC had to stop hosting in person, and IHN started putting the families up in a hotel 
in Northern Kentucky. We provided gift cards to a nearby restaurant or Kroger. This year, WUMC was to host IHN 
families at the church, but they sustained water damage from the cold weather in January. WUMC is scheduled to 
host again in March, and we will again get pizza gift cards, as they are not hosting at the church yet.
How you can help: We need more people from WFPC to help WUMC serve the pizza and salad dinners on 
assigned Thursday nights. You would not be at WUMC more than a couple of hours, unless you volunteer to be 
an evening host. Of course, monetary contributions are always gratefully accepted.
If you have questions, would like more information, or want to volunteer, please contact Linda Gardner or Patti Grace.

Mission

The OGHS Offering will be collected on Palm Sunday, April 2, 2023. In a world of disaster, 
hunger and oppression, millions of people lack access to sustainable food sources, clean water, 
sanitation, education and opportunity. The three programs supported by One Great Hour of 
Sharing – Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-develop-
ment of People – all work in different ways to serve individuals and communities in need. From 
initial disaster response to ongoing community development, their work fits together to provide 
people with safety, sustenance and hope.

Over time, many aspects of the offering and its participants have changed, but the purpose remains the same: to collect 
special gifts for those in need – including disaster relief, refugee assistance and development aid.
OGHS is our denomination’s largest special offering, May we all feel blessed to contribute to this special offering! Please 
visit https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/oghs/ or see page 11 to learn how you can help.

https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/oghs/
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/oghs/


 

Marc Baverman, Jr.  April 1
Inge Lapp   April 6 
Lynne Gulleman  April 9
Matthew Rechel      April 9
Bruce Smith   April 10
Jill Haft   April 13
Albert Rhein   April 13
David Ulrich   April 13
Linda Schaible  April 13
Lisa Streicher   April 15
Beverly Rhodenbaugh April 18
Brian Cron   April 22
Lawrence Neal  April 23
Sariah Ulrich   April 24
Donna Kimball  April 26
Joyce Weeke   April 28
Amy Babicke   April 30

Michael & Camille Rechel April 3           30 Yrs
David & Sharon Ulrich April 10         47 Yrs 

If your birthday or anniversary comes and goes and 
you didn’t find your name in the Parish Bell, we don’t 
have that information to properly recognize you.  If 
you’d like to be included in Birthdays and Anniversa-
ries, please email steve@wfpc.org

                 Member MemosMember Memos
 

Has your mailing address, phone number, cell 
phone number, or email changed since the last 
church directory (2020).  Let us know so that we

can keep everyone in the loop 
 

Kathy Kiefer          Dale Nieman
1701 Llanfair Ave.     New Phone: 513-284-7466
#77                               
Cincinnati, Oh 45224     

They Could Not!

Click on the image below for your 
listening pleasure while you read.

April Sunday Sextons are: 
April 2:    Bruce Smith
April 9:    Jeri & John Rathkamp
April 16:  Andy Patton
April 23:  Patti Grace
April 30:  Bode Olakanmi
A big thanks to Bruce Smith, Jeri & John Rathkamp, Patti Grace, and 
Bode Olakanmi for taking on the Sunday Sexton duties in March.
If you are interested in helping out, contact Andy Patton at 513-
382-8505 to reserve your spot.

Community Rewards Program
You can support WFPC without 
spending a dime!. All you have 
to do is register your Kroger Plus 

Card and ask Kroger to send donations to WFPC Mission.  Ev-
ery time you use your Kroger Plus Card, Mission will benefit.  
If you have not registered your Kroger Plus Card, visit kroger-
communityrewards.com, click on “Get Started”, then “Create 
An Account”.  Enter your information.  You will get a message 
to check your email and will need to click on a link in the email. 
If you have your Kroger Plus Card registered, just sign in at 
krogercommunityrewards.com by clicking on “Sign In” or “Get 
Started” and then “Sign In”. 
Once you are are signed in with your user name and password, 
click on “My Account” then “Community Rewards”.  Enter 
80741 under “Find Your Organization” and click “search”.  
Select Westwood First Presbyterian Church Mission 
Committee and  “save changes”.  You will be required to re-en-
roll your card on an annual basis during the month of April. 
Now “Let’s Go Krogering”. You will see the designation at the 
bottom of your Kroger receipt.

~~~GRATITUDE to ALL~~~
Special appreciation to those 
making donations during Janu-

ary and February, 2023 to various WFPC funds/purposes. Your 
generosity is valued!!
Special Funds:
• Building Maintenance/Capital Improvements by Dana 

Braun and Ruth Mayo
• Friends of Music by Rae Schaeperklaus and Laurence & 

Terry Weber (in memory of Dorothy Weber)
• Scholarship by Presbyterian Women
Designated Funds:
• Bayha Summer Camp by Bayha Trust
• Building and Grounds Contingency by Jan & Larry Tepe 

and William Zimmer Trust
• Kelly-Harting Memorial by Tami Little (in honor of Lyn 

Jensen and John Harting)
• Library by Presbyterian Women
• Mission Tithe/Bequest by Presbyterian Women
Anonymous (Piggy Banks):
• Building & Grounds Contingency = $147.78
• Mission = $32.00
• Worship & Music = $49.43  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qq4wJCpJkt0
mailto:steve%40wfpc.org?subject=
http://krogercommunityrewards.com
http://krogercommunityrewards.com
http://krogercommunityrewards.com


Bulletin Board

Westwood Home Tour
Sunday, April 30; 1:00-6:00pm
Starts at James N. Gamble Mon-
tessori High School (corner of 
Werk Road and Epworth Avenue 
– use Epworth entrance)

Tickets $25 on day of Tour (Available at School 
starting at 12:30). $20 advance tour ticket vouchers 
sold at Huntington Bank Cheviot Branch (4018 
Harrison Avenue) from April 1 through Friday, 
April 28. Go to www.WestwoodHistorical.org for 
information about purchasing advance sale vouch-
ers online and for other information or call 
513-268-7066.

Monday School
Yep - It’s back to Mondays
6:30 Moorhead Room
 

We will read five stories from the Bible prior to our gatherings. 
When we gather, we will watch portions of episodes of the Cho-
sen that present the stories, and then discuss them, Here are the 
stories that we will be reading and watching, and the dates of our 
gatherings:
March 20:   The Wedding at Cana, John 2:1-12—Season 1, Episode 5
March 27: Nicodemus, John 3:1-21—Season 1, Episode 7
April 3:      The Samaritan Woman, John 4—Season 1, Episode 8
April 17:    The Shepherd, Luke 2:8-20—Season 1, Pilot Episode
April 24:    The Man at the Pool of Bethsaida, John 5:1-18—Sea-  
                son 2, Episode 4
We will not be watching entire episodes, only the portion devot-
ed to our story. If you wish to watch the episodes—or any of the 
three seasons in their entirety, you can do so by visiting https://
watch.angelstudios.com (or by downloading the app to your 
mobile device (phone, iPad, etc.)

Flying Pig Fundraiser
Thursday, May 4; 1:00-4:00pm
Duke Energy Convention Center
Plan to join us as we have fun raising funds 
for our missions by rolling posters.  Bring a 
friend/spouse along - we need 45 participants 
to raise $750 for Presbyterian Women.  Visit 

https://flyingpigmarathon.volunteerlocal.com/volun-
teer/?id=72183 to register by entering the password “west-
wood” and providing the requested information. Questions, 
call Mary Beth Baverman (513) 678-2536.
Another EASY way to support this 
fundraiser is to buy raffle tickets in the 
PIGGEST RAFFLE EVER.  Each ticket 
is $5 and the money comes right back 
to Presbyterian Women.  You will have 
a chance to win some fabulous prizes 
and the Grand Prize of $5000 is matched and sent to the 
organization who sells the ticket.  Enter before May 7 by vis-
iting https//:piggestraffleever.com  and select Westwood 
First Presbyterian Church Women as your charity  or look for 
paper tickets to be sold later this month. 

Click on the image below for your 
listening pleasure while you read.

Order Easter Flowers Now!
We must receive your order and payment 
by Monday, March 27, 2023
6” Tulips (assorted)   $10     Easter Lillies   $15 
6” yellow Daffodils    $10     6” Hyacinths $10
Call Lynn at 513-703-8870 to order.

Mural Scavenger Hunt
Saturday, May 20; 2:00pm
Washington Park
Please join us for adventure and 
fellowship. We plan to start  at Wash-
ington Park and meet afterwards to 
join in some food and drink and  share 
stories(possibly embellished)  of the scavenger hunt.  We 
will divide into teams and search for 10 murals that are 
on downtown walls.  You will be given written clues and a 
map showing the area you will be scavenging.  When you 
find a mural, take a photo for proof. You can walk, take 
the Connector, or maybe drive around. The adventure 
does not take you south of 5th Street, and should take 
over an hour.   This mural scavenger hunt was created by a 
church member for her family during Christmas in 2022.
   

Do you accept this challenge? Feel free to bring your ad-
venture seeking friends! Or just come and have fun!

Keep Westwood Beautiful
You’re invited to Westwood Civic’s Litter Clean-up event on Saturday, April 29 (tentative-
ly), from 9:00 AM till noon. Please come out to help us do some pre-spring cleaning to lift 

everyone’s spirits and build community pride.
We will meet in the parking lot behind the Westwood Town Hall for directions and to pick up supplies (gloves, bags, 
litter picker sticks, vests, etc.). There will be a prayer time at 8:45, just before the event.
Westwood resident Leslie Rich is sponsoring a special addition to honor the memory of her father, Kenny, who was pas-
sionate about Keeping Westwood Beautiful. A light breakfast and coffee will be provided, and there will be an after-party 
at West Side Brewing. Leslie’s family is treating everyone to his/her first beer as well as pizza, ice cream, and lemonade.
Sign up at https://www.keepcincinnatibeautiful.org/how-to-help/events.html The only event currently on the registra-
tion list for Westwood is March 25, so keep checking back to register for this e vent. You can also click here  to visit the 
wfpc calendar for any updates posted after the Bell is published. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OX-Xt-vBYPc
https://flyingpigmarathon.volunteerlocal.com/volunteer/?id=72183
https://flyingpigmarathon.volunteerlocal.com/volunteer/?id=72183
https://piggestraffleever.com/
https://www.keepcincinnatibeautiful.org/how-to-help/events.html
https://wfpc.org/event/keep-westwood-beautiful/


Circle 1
Monday, April 10; 7:00pm 
Home of Mary Beth Baverman
We will continue our Bible study on Cele-
brating Sabbath with lesson 8, “Sister Act”
Our first clue that Sabbath and Justice are 

a kind of “sister act” is in the Sabbath commandments 
themselves. The Sabbath commandment in both Ex-
odus 20 and Deuteronomy 5 makes it very clear that 
Sabbath is a gift intended for everyone. That makes it a 
justice issue. If some people get to enjoy the Sabbath and 
other people don’t, then something is wrong with that 
picture from God’s perspective. 

What’s Goin’ OnWhat’s Goin’ On

Circle 6
Saturday, April 29, 9:30am
Mercy Hospital Cafeteria
Join us as we continue our new Bible Study 
“Celebrating Sabbath”. New members and 
friends always welcome. Social fun for all.

Westwood Woman’s Club
March 27th; 1:00pm 
Sanctuary
Maureen A. Kennedy

Cead Mile Failte!
(Irish for A Hundred Thousand Welcomes)
Maureen is the dreamer, creator, co-founder, and 
artistic director of the Irish Heritage Center. She will 
highlight the center’s vast array of programs promot-
ing Irish culture including music, dance, visual arts, 
theater, literature, genealogy, history, and MORE! 
If you are not a member of WWC but would be inter-
ested in attending, please contact Mary Beth Baver-
man at mbbaverman@hotmail.com.

Click on the image below 
for your listening pleasure 
while you read.

Maundy Thursday Service
Thursday, April 6; 7:00pm
Sanctuary
We will have a simple yet meaningful ser-
vice on Maundy Thursday with commu-
nion. Maundy Thursday, also known as 
“Holy Thursday,” is the Thursday of Pas-
sion Week, one day before Good Friday. 
Two important events are the focus of Maundy Thursday. 
First, Jesus celebrated the Last Supper with His disciples 
and thereby instituted the Lord’s Supper, also called 
Communion (Luke 22:19-20). Second, Jesus washed the 
disciples’ feet as an act of humility and service, thereby 
setting an example that we should love and serve one 
another in humility (John 13:3-17). 

Westwood First Concert Series
Sunday, April 23; 2:30pm
Sanctuary
Our season comes to an entertaining 
close with an afternoon of song showcas-
ing the talented Westwood First soloists.  
Performing musical genres ranging from opera to gospel to 
Broadway and Pop, including selections ranging from solos 
to a variety of ensembles, and evoking emotions ranging 
from comedic to nostalgic to dramatic, these talented sing-
ers are sure to delight the audience, sending off each patron 
“with a song in my heart.”

Westwood Woman’s Club 
Monday, April 24; 1:00pm
Dining Room
Lost Tearooms of Downtown Cincinnati
Many of us remember special trips down-
town to shop and enjoy afternoon luncheons 
in tearooms with female family members 
and friends. What was your grandma’s 

favorite dish? Author and Cincinnati native Cynthia Kuhn 
Beischel will share her research of local history and recipes 
from these bygone tearooms.
If you are not a member of WWC but would be interest-
ed in attending, please contact Mary Beth Baverman at 
mbbaverman@hotmail.com.

Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery 
Saturday, April 22; 9:30am
Dining Room
We will begin with a continental breakfast 
followed by our speaker, worship and fel-
lowship focusing on the theme of Homeless 
Children and Families in the Tri-State.

Registration will begin at 9:15 am or by contacting Lois 
Rogers at 859-781-6610 or loisrogers1@fuse.net. 

Westwood Historical Society
Wednesday, April 12; 7:00pm
Lower Sanctuary
Bill Koch, well known Cincinnati sports-
writer for over 40 years, offers his perspec-
tive on the life and career of Bob Huggins 

which he delved into for his book, “Huggs: Former 
Players Talk About What it was Like to Play for Hall of 
Fame Coach Bob Huggins.” It is an interesting story for 
even those not interested in sports. All are welcome!

Scout Carnival
Saturday, May 6; 11:00am-3:00pm
Side Parking Lot / Front Courtyard
Come and support 
scouting and cele-

brate the 100 year anniversary of Troop 
107 and it’s relationship with Westwood 
First. There will be a chili cook off be-
tween Pastor Jeff, the scoutmaster and the 
head of Dan Beard Scouts, making chili 
on camping stove.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H-kA3UtBj4M
mailto:loisrogers1%40fuse.net?subject=


April CalendarApril Calendar

 
Check out the calendar on wfpc.org.  You can view calendar events as a list or as a monthly calendar. In the 
calendar view, simply click on the month to select a new month and year.  While you “hover” over an event in the 
calendar view, more details will show themselves about that event.  While in list view, click on the date to pick a 
new date to begin your list.  In either view, if you click on the event, all the details about that event will appear.

(click me)(click me)

click me

Click on the image 
below for your listening 
pleasure while you read.

click me click me

click me

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qiUDUCb8vEs
https://wfpc.org/events/month/2023-04/
https://wfpc.org/events/month/2023-04/
http://wfpc.org
https://wfpc.org/events/month/2023-04/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K8-NxI_IWd0
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/2023/01/18/celebrating-sabbath-lesson-eight/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mECQOt2z7mw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qq4wJCpJkt0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OX-Xt-vBYPc


II Pledge Allegiance Pledge Allegiance
to the Lambto the Lamb

Click on the image below for your 
listening pleasure while you read.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mECQOt2z7mw


My Deliverer is ComingMy Deliverer is Coming

Click on the image 
below for your listening 
pleasure while you read.

 The April donations for the 
 Westfed Food Pantry are: 
 

        Spaghetti Noodles  
         Pasta Sauce (no glass jars) 
   

   

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K8-NxI_IWd0


 

Minute for Mission 

Restoring Dignity to India’s Most Oppressed 

While the economic and social status of women may be improving marginally worldwide, the life of the Dalit women in 
India remains unchanged. “Dalit” is a word from Sanskrit and Hindi that literally means oppressed or broken. Dalits are 
forbidden to draw water from the common well, from entering temples, are given the leftovers thrown away by the 
higher caste and are barred from the right to education.  

Formerly known as “untouchables,” the Dalit women, who make up nearly 16% of the female population, face not only 
gender bias but also caste-based discrimination and economic injustice. 

For Smitha Krishnan [crish-nun], this cruel existence was an everyday reality. A trained seamstress, Smitha was left as 
the sole provider for her family when her husband died just before India’s last tsunami. Not only did she lose her 
husband, but she also lost their thatched and mud house and everything in it — including her only means of making a 
living, her sewing machine. 

“The destruction of my old sewing machine, which was my only source of income, and the death of my husband, leaving 
me with five kids to take care of, made life extremely tough for me and my kids,” she said. 

Thanks to a grant to provide shelter and sewing machines among other essentials from Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
(PDA) to the Society for National Integration through Rural Development, or SNIRD as it’s known, Smitha and her family 
face a more hopeful future.   

SNIRD, a nongovernmental organization that has been instrumental in helping the people of India overcome natural and 
human-made disasters, has received support through Presbyterians’ gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing. Because of 
these generous gifts, thousands of people are able to cope with the impact of tsunamis, flooding and the Covid 
pandemic.  

One Great Hour of Sharing’s purpose of helping neighbors in need around the world remains constant, giving us a 
tangible way to share God’s love — not only through the ministries of Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, but also the 
Presbyterian Hunger Program and Self-Development of People.   

The collaboration between SNIRD and PDA seeks to dismantle structural racism and eradicate systemic poverty, both 
goals of the Matthew 25 invitation and challenge. 

Smitha’s words tell the whole story. 

“Because of people’s gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing, we now live in a permanent and disaster-resistant shelter, my 
kids are back in school, I am able to feed and clothe them, and when they get sick, I am able to take care of their 
medication, too,” she said. “Thank you, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and SNIRD. And may the Lord continue to 
provide for those who continue to give to One Great Hour of Sharing.” 

Please give what you can to One Great Hour of Sharing. When we all do a little — it adds up to a lot. 

 

Let us pray ~ 

Sheltering God, may our prayers and our gifts support those all around this world who have little and whose lives are 
impacted by floods, famines and disease. May we show your love in our gifts and in our lives. Amen. 
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