
 

Announcements and Prayer Requests 

 February WestFed Food Pantry needs: Soup, crackers, toothpaste. 

 Flowers are given this week by:   

 Donna and Bob Kimball in celebration of granddaughter, Addison’s, 6th birthday.  

 Julie Lawson in memory of the Lawson and Severin families. 

 Open Flower Dates: April 16; July 10 and 31.  

 Prayers are requested for:  

 Wally Pearson at Mercy West following a series of falls earlier this week, resulting 

in several broken ribs and a broken hip. 

 Dale Hedrick who is recovering from shoulder surgery. 

 Diane Ringshauser, who is undergoing chemotherapy.  

 The family of Craig Kallendorf, Camille Rechel’s brother, who died this past week. 

 Esther Spencer who is at Hillebrand recovering from a fractured her pelvis. 

 Linda Sellins, Thelma Imhoff’s daughter, undergoing treatment for cancer. 

 Michael Cranley, a friend of Staci Dennison 

 Steve Beckman, recovering from a broken wrist 

 Pierce Teepen, son of Alyssa and Tyler, friends of Rhonda Boddy.  

 Rev. Larry Lalama HR, Jeff’s cousin 

 Diana Jackson, Rhonda’s sister-in-law, undergoing chemotherapy.  

 Jan Rice and Kristine Von Holle, Sandy Morris’ friends with serious health issues  

 DJ Hines, Sandy Morris’ brother-in-law. 

 Linda Kugele who continues to deal with breathing issues.  

 Our homebound members and friends.  

 Our Scouting units, their families and leaders.  

 Our Session, our committees, and the discernment team.  

 Our partnership with City Gospel Mission’s Princesses Ballet.  
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Our Service of  Worship, February 5, 2023 

The Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time  
Westwood First Presbyterian Church, Cincinnati OH 

Gathering Around God’s Word

Welcome and Announcements 

[Please take a moment to silence all mobile devices and prepare for worship.] 

Prelude: “Sarabande”—Gordon Young   

[* Where indicated (*), those who are able are invited to stand.] 

Ringing of the Tower Bell 

Choral Introit: “I Will Sing Unto the Lord”—John Ness Beck 

* Call to Worship (Responsive) 

The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

This is the day that the Lord has made! 

Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

This is a day of new beginnings, for growing into new disciples of Jesus. 

Let us be prepared for service to God.  

God invites all of us to share in the good news: 

We are welcome, just as we are. We are loved, just as we are.. 

We gather today to worship the One who created us, the One who calls us,  

The One who equips us, the One who loves us without end. 

Let us rejoice, this is our time for worship. 

God is worthy of worship, our Creator, Healer, and Inspiration. 

With joyful hearts, let us worship God. 

Opening Prayer 
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* Hymn No. 430: “Come Sing, O Church, In Joy” 

Come sing, O church, in joy! Come join, O church, in song! 

For Christ the Lord has led us through the ages long! 

In bold accord, come celebrate the journey now and praise the Lord!  

Long years have come and gone, and still God reigns supreme, 

Empowering us to catch the vision, dream the dream! 

In bold accord, come celebrate the journey now and praise the Lord! 

Let courage be our friend, let wisdom be our guide, 

As we in mission magnify the Crucified!  

In bold accord, come celebrate the journey now and praise the Lord! 

Come sing O church in joy! Come join O church in song 

For Christ the Lord has triumphed o’er the ages long!  

In bold accord, come celebrate the journey now and praise the Lord! 

Invitation/Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Gracious and Merciful God, we are not only convicted by that which we have done, 

but by that which we have left undone. Forgive us when we’ve stayed silent. Forgive 

us when we’ve chosen comfort over justice. Forgive us when we’ve done what’s easy 

instead of what’s right. Give us courage to respond to your Gospel not just in the 

moments when it is convenient but especially in the moments when it’s the hardest 

thing to do. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

Moment of Silent, Personal Reflection and Confession 

Assurance of Pardon (Romans 8:34—Responsive) 

Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ, and Christ died for 

us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. Friends, hear and 

believe the good news of the gospel: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

Thanks be to God! 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 

* Gloria Patri (Unison) 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,  

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  

Amen, amen.   
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Moment for Meditation: New Wineskins 

I want first to focus on the text of Luke. You may recall from yesterday's reflection 

that Jesus was asked why his disciples did not fast, unlike the disciples of John the 

Baptist and the Pharisees. Jesus answered by offering three illustrations from 

ordinary life. First, the wedding guests do not fast while the groom is celebrating 

with them. Second, nobody patches an old garment with cloth from a new garment. 

Third, and finally, Jesus uses an illustration dealing with wine and wineskins.  

In the first century A.D., wine was often stored in carefully prepared animal sk ins. 

These watertight skins not only would hold the liquid without spilling, but also would 

be able to expand as the grape juice fermented, on its way to becoming wine. That 

meant, however, that a wineskin could only be used once, since it could be stretched 

only once before becoming stiff. If one tried to reuse a wineskin, it would burst and 

the fermenting wine would be lost. 

With this in mind, we can understand Jesus’ meaning in verses 37-39: “And no one 

puts new wine into old wineskins. For the new wine would burst the wineskins, 

spilling the wine and ruining the skins. New wine must be stored in new wineskins. 

But no one who drinks the old wine seems to want the new wine.  ‘The old is just 

fine,’ they say.” Once more, Jesus is using an illustration from common life. 

Everybody who heard him would know that new wine needed new skins.  

So what is Jesus saying here, besides the literal point about wine and wineskins? He 

is saying that the new wine he brings, the new wine of the kingdom of God, should 

not be contained in the old skins of religious tradition. Fasting, the presenting issue 

here, is not wrong in and of itself. In fact, the time would come when the disciples 

of Jesus would fast. But it would be wrong to try and force the new wine of Jesus 

into the old wine of Jewish ritual. Like old wineskins, the old ways of doing religion 

simply cannot contain the new wine of the kingdom of God.  

As long as Jesus is seen as addressing issues of fasting and Jewish ceremony, we can 

safely read this passage without endangering our status quo. But what if we begin to 

apply Jesus’ image of wine and wineskins to our lives? What if we consider how the 

truth of this text might speak to us, to our churches, to our assumptions about how 

we are to live each day? Here’s where things can get messy, even dangerous, for 

those who love the comfort of our familiar lives.  

                                                                 ~ Mark D. Roberts, theologyofwork.org 
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New Wine in Old Wineskin, artist unknown  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

New Wineskin, artist unknown 
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Proclaiming God’s Word 

Prayer for Illumination  

First Reading: Deuteronomy 30:11-20—Exhortation to Choose Life 

11 “Surely, this commandment that I am commanding you today is not too hard for you, 

nor is it too far away. 12 It is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will go up to heaven 

for us and get it for us so that we may hear it and observe it?’ 13 Neither is it beyond the 

sea, that you should say, ‘Who will cross to the other side of the sea for us and get it for 

us so that we may hear it and observe it?’  

14 “No, the word is very near to you; it is in your mouth and in your heart for you to 

observe. 15 “See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16 If 

you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by 

loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, 

decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God 

will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess.  

17 “But if your heart turns away and you do not hear but are led astray to bow down to 

other gods and serve them, 18 I declare to you today that you shall certainly perish; you 

shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19 I call 

heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you, life and death, 

blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 20 loving 

the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him, for that means life to you and 

length of days, so that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your 

ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” 

Gospel Reading: Luke 5: 29-39—New Wineskins 

29 Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax 

collectors and others were eating with them. 30 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the 

law who belonged to their sect complained to his disciples, “Why do you eat and drink 

with tax collectors and sinners?” 31 Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who need 

a doctor, but the sick. 32 I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”  

33 Then they said to him, “John’s disciples, like the disciples of the Pharisees, frequently 

fast and pray, but your disciples eat and drink.” 34 Jesus said to them, “You cannot make 

wedding attendants fast while the bridegroom is with them, can you? 35 The days will 

come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them, and then they will fast in those 

days.”  
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36 He also told them a parable: “No one tears a piece from a new garment and sews it on 

an old garment; otherwise, not only will one tear the new garment, but the piece from the 

new will not match the old garment. 37 Similarly, no one puts new wine into old wineskins; 

otherwise, the new wine will burst the skins and will spill out, and the skins will be 

ruined. 38 But new wine must be put into fresh wineskins. 39 And no one after drinking old 

wine desires new wine but says, ‘The old is good.’” 

Sermon: “New Wineskins”  

Responding to God’s Word 

Invitation to Stewardship 

Offertory Prayer (Unison) 

All things have their origin with you, Gracious Lord, and from these riches we freely 

give, that your church might grow in this place and throughout the world. In Jesus’ 

name we pray. Amen. 

Offertory Anthem: “Psalm 1”—Mark Hayes 

Chancel Choir 

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper  

[ALL are invited to Christ’s table, remembering that access is not a right conferred 

upon the worthy, but a privilege given to the undeserving, enabled by the very act of 

which the sacrament reminds us.] 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table/Prayer of Thanksgiving  

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Words of Institution/Sharing of the Elements  

Pastoral Prayer after Communion and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us—not into temptation—but 

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen.  
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Bearing God’s Word Into the World 

* Closing Hymn No. 435: “We All Are One in Mission”  

We all are one in mission, we all are one in call,  

Our varied gifts united by Christ, the Lord of all. 

A single, great commission compels us from above  
To plan and work together that all may know Christ’s love. 

We all are called for service to witness in God’s name. 

Our ministries are different, our purpose is the same: 

To touch the lives of others by God’s surprising grace 

So ev'ry folk and nation may feel God’s warm embrace. 

Now let us be united, and let our song be heard. 

Now let us be a vessel for God’s redeeming Word. 

We all are one in mission, we all are one in call, 

Our varied gifts united by Christ, the Lord of all. 

Charge and Benediction  

Choral Response: “The Grace of the Lord”—Searle Wright 

Postlude: “Prelude and Fugue in C Major”—J. S. Bach 

Leading Worship This Morning 

Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi, Pastor 

Heather MacPhail, Organist/Director of Music Ministries 

Jason Dennison, Videographer/Director of Technology 

, Lay Leader 
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