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  Westwood First Presbyterian Church      February 2023

City Gospel Mission Thanksgiving Exchange
Thursday, November 17 thru Saturday, November 19
Monday, November 21 thru Tuesday, November 22

See “Mission” for more details

We’re breaking the cycle of poverty and despair... One 
life at a time.  Sharing God’s love together, and the hope 

that comes with it, is still the way.

Annual Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, January 29; 11:30am
Sanctuary
The Annual Congregational meeting will 
be held on Sunday January 29 immediately 
following worship.  This is an important 
activity in the life of our church and  Session 
hopes that as many members as possible will 
be present for the meeting.  The 2023 budget 
and other information will be presented and 
copies of the Annual Report will available. 

We look forward 
to our congre-
gation showing 
their support to 
our church.  
Then you can go 
home and sup-
port the Bengals 
as they try to get 
back to the Super 
Bowl.   



Grace, mercy and peace to you all,
 in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
As I write this, we are about a month away from Ash Wednesday, 
which, of course, marks the beginning of Lent. Ash Wednesday 
is—or should be—a sobering reminder our own mortality: “Remem-
ber you are dust and to dust you shall return.” On Ash Wednesday, 
we are forced to acknowledge our brokenness as well as that of this 
world. 

Most of the time, we need no such reminders—it confronts us every 
day. Even so, Ash Wednesday gives us space to assess our lives, 
lament our condition, and confess our sin. We turn to our God for 
forgiveness, salvation and life. In love for us, God responds: Jesus. I 
hope—given the state of the world and Westwood First—that Lent 
will speak deeply and directly to us in ways that we might never have 
imagined before.

The disciplines of Lent—things like worship, prayer, fasting, learning 
Christ, giving generously, and sharing our faith—have usually been 
communicated as paths to personal spiritual growth. This year, how-
ever, I am appealing to both your own individual desire for spiritual 
growth, and that of our congregation. I am asking that you take up 
the disciplines of Lent as a call to show up and be present for the sake 
of every other member of Westwood First. You are that important. 

I have always believed that church was more than a building. Church 
is people, people in relationship and in fellowship, working together 
to carry out the mission to which we have been called. I pray that 
you share my faith in the Spirit’s power, as well my faith in our ability 
to respond to the Spirit’s leading. We are being invited to be part of 
what the Spirit is doing among us, reconnecting us to each other in 
Christ, and to invite and welcome others into this fellowship. 

The work our Lord is calling us to is difficult and challenging. Fol-
lowing Jesus is never easy, but it is the way of life. The promise of this 
season is that Jesus leads us out of death to life, makes whole what 
was broken and brings peace and unity. By the grace and power of 
Christ, I have seen God at work in new and surprising ways, as well 
as glimpses of what God can do through us. You are an important 
and vital piece of this community. Now’s the time to remember what 
it means to be God’s people, united in Christ as a light for the world, 
a people who, as Eugene Peterson says, “practice resurrection in a 
world where death gets all the headlines.” Your sisters and brothers in 
Christ are counting on your presence.

     Your partner in the Gospel,

     Jeff
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For the first time, we will also collect personal hygiene items for BLOC Ministries’ “Weightless 
Anchor.” (http://www.onebloc.org/weightless-anchor). Weightless Anchor serves women who are 
struggling with addiction and are victims of the sex-trade industry. In the fall of 2015, the second 
Weightless Anchor Hospitality home was opened in East Price Hill. These facilities offer “rest, show-
ers, hot meals, free clothes, and hygiene products, and most importantly, love without a cost.” 

They are specifically looking for travel-sized 
antiperspirant deodorant sticks for women; 
Band-aid Tough-Strips Adhesive Bandages 
(waterproof, extra-large); Downy dryer sheets, 
Downy April fresh fabric softener, and Tide pods 4 in 1 with Downy 
laundry detergent soap; 100 box Combo of blue and pink razor 
blades disposable stainless steel hospitality quality shavers high 
end twin blade razors with aloe vera lubrication strip; and Amazon 
essentials women’s performance cotton  cushioned athletic No-Show 
socks. Donations for Weightless Anchor can be purchased and 
shipped through their Amazon Wish List at 
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2P0H64C9BAQFT?ref_=wl_share. 
If you choose to do this, just let Wendy Beckman know what you donated 
and how many. 

Heather MacPhail, Director of Music Ministries 
                   macphaha@miamioh.edu

    Music Ministry NotesMusic Ministry Notes
February Music

As we move into February, our Chancel Choir and Chancel Bells continue to prepare for special events and pro-
grams. In addition, we will offer Lenten selections in preparation for the Lent/Easter season! Each week we bring 
music to the service to lift spirits and touch the soul.
The featured Music Event in February will be the next Concert Series 
Concert – Sunday, February 19, 2:30 p.m. We will be treated to an all 
keyboard program. Dr. Frank Huang, Associate Professor of Piano at 
Miami University, and Steinway Artist, will open the program with special 
solo selections. The second half of the program will begin with Schubert’s 
Fantasy for Four-Hand Piano, with Heather MacPhail adding her hands! 
The program will be completed with several selections for organ and 
piano – Handel’s Fireworks Music and a few hymns. You will not want to 
miss hearing Dr. Huang’s artistry, along with the special  collaboration of 
two keyboardists! Mark your calendars. Plan to warm your souls with this 
indoor event!
We look forward to sharing music and worship together in the months ahead!

Blessings,
Heather MacPhail, Director of Music Ministries

Attending a recent meeting at church caused me to begin thinking about stewardship in its purest form.  It was the 
group’s initial meeting and all were present in body and attentiveness and focused on figuring out a way to keep the 
church financially functioning another year, plus talking about other obstacles that may need to be surmounted.   It 
quickly occurred to me that these fellow members have truly stepped up to help our church bring alive our collective 
faith to better serve our Lord, care for each other, and make positive differences in the lives of others in the communi-
ty. Thanks be to God for the meaningful stewardship of these individuals!

Budget Committee-One Member’s ThinkingBudget Committee-One Member’s Thinking

Westfed Food Pantry & Weightless AnchorWestfed Food Pantry & Weightless Anchor

 The February donations for the 
 Westfed Food Pantry are: 
        Soup  
         Crackers 
        Toothpaste 
 

   

 

http://www.onebloc.org/weightless-anchor
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2P0H64C9BAQFT?ref_=wl_share
mailto:macphaha%40miamioh.edu?subject=


“Peace and Joy!” 
from the Smith-Mather family

Nicole(6),Shelvis,Addie(8),Alice(2),Nancy,Jordan(10)

John Beckman  February 3 
Chad Witterstaetter  February 4
Elise Beckman  February 4
Patti Grace   February 7
Karl Graham   February 9
Charlene Hoffman  February 9
Jim Greenlee   February 9
Cathie De Fazio  February 11
Vance Gordon  February 11
Dana Braun   February 17
Ruth Mayo   February 17
Julie Lawson   February 23
Sarah Beckman  February 25
Lawrence De Fazio  February 28

Candee & Jack Witterstaetter February 14    42 Yrs
Joseph & Beth Dearwester February 22   31 Yrs
If your birthday or anniversary comes and goes and 
you didn’t find your name in the Parish Bell, we don’t 
have that information to properly recognize you.  If 
you’d like to be included in Birthdays and Anniversa-
ries, please email steve@wfpc.org

                 Member MemosMember Memos
Missionaries Shelvis and Nancy Smith-Mather

Return to East Africa
Our church’s Mission Committee has been supporting Shelvis 
and Nancy Smith-Mather since 2013, which makes it ten years 
this year. They started their missionary work in South Sudan 
shortly after the country gained their independence from the 
Republic of Sudan in 2011.   Because of civil unrest in South 
Sudan, they have recently returned to live in Uganda, just 
south of South Sudan.
    The Smith-Mathers’ work started as teachers for RECON-
CILE, where they taught people how to reconcile differences 
without violence. The people who had graduated from these 
classes went back to their villages to utilize what they had 
learned. These people reported that their villages and their 
families have benefited from their education. While living in 
Uganda, their family lived near South Sudanese refugees living 
in Uganda and added a new calling, where they would bring 
children together to give them space to grieve and start to 
heal.  They also trained some adults how to recognize trauma 
in the children’s lives and in their own lives.
    Before the covid pandemic their family moved to Oxford, 
England so Shelvis could start a dual degree program (mas-
ters/doctorate). Shelvis is researching “the unique peacebuild-
ing role of local faith-based organizations in South Sudan”. The 
Smith-Mather family lived together in Oxford, England for six 
and a half months (Aug 2019 – March 2020). While in the UK 
Nancy made trips back and forth to South Sudan to continue 
their work there.  Due to the pandemic, their family packed 
up their items in less than 12 hours and returned to the US on 
March 20, 2021.
   The Smith-Mather family lived together in the US from 
March 2020 to September 2021.  They had a 4th child, Alice, 
in October 2020.  Shelvis was able to return to Oxford to com-
plete the first part of his program.  From Oct 2021 – June 2022 
Shelvis completed research in UK, while Nancy and children 
remained in the US.  Shelvis was able to make it back to the 
US between terms. The Smith-Mather family returned to East 
Africa in August 2022.  The family will be based in Kampa-
la, Uganda, where the children will have access to stronger 
educational opportunities and medical care, while Shelvis and 
Nancy will have the ability to travel back and forth to refugee 
camps and South Sudan.
   The Smith-Mather children were deeply affected by con-
tinuously needing to adjust and readjust to radical change 
during the last couple of years.  Now that the family has been 
reunited, they are doing much better.  Their family is enjoying 
finding a new normal together.
  Prayers are requested for this season of transition back to 
East Africa.

mailto:steve%40wfpc.org?subject=


Bulletin Board

Pledge Envelopes
Due to supply chain 
and staffing issues, 
our supplier of Pledge 
Envelopes missed 
their mailing for 1st 
Quarter Envelopes. They will be delivered by 
the 1st Sunday in March and the quarterly 
supply will restart in April.  Loose envelopes 
have been ordered.  Look for them outside the 
sanctuary or contact Ann Regan at 
513-738-4913 or 513-708-7082  to have a few 
mailed to you in the meantime.

Sanctuary Flowers
There are open flower donation dates available 
for anyone wishing to donate flowers.  The 
dates are:
• February 5, 12
• April 16
• July 10, 31

Calling All Elders
An Elder is needed to represent Westwood First 
at the Saturday, February 18th Presbytery meet-
ing. The meeting will be held at Northminster 
Presbyterian Church, 703 Compton Rd. in 
Finneytown. This is fairly convenient to the 
Westwood area and most folks have probably 
been there at one time or another. The meeting 
will be held from 9:00 until noon and the work-
shops open to anyone in the Presbytery will be 
from 1:00pm - 3:00pm. Lunch will be provided. 
Convenient parking and all accessible facility.

HAPPY 100TH ANNIVERSARY
Troop 107 Centennial Celebration that 
will take place on May 5-7, 2023. This 
will mark 100 years of existence for the 
troop, as well as 100 years that Westwood 
First has been the chartering organization 
for the troop. While still in the planning 
stages, we can tell you Saturday evening 
will be highlighted by guest speaker John 

Morris Russell, conductor of the Cincinnati Pops Orchestra, 
as well as a performance by members of the Pops brass sec-
tion. More information will follow soon. If you wish to assist 
in planning, please let Jeff know, and donations to offset the 
cost are always appreciated! As always, thank you for your 
support of the WFPC Scouting ministry!!

Thanks to all volunteers who helped takedown the Christmas 
decorations inside and outside the church.
   On Tuesday, January 3rd, a few of us came to church mid morn-
ing to take down the Christmas decorations.  To our surprise, 
Jarod Harlow had already taken down most of the decorations 
in the sanctuary and some in the narthex.  He had taken down 
all the wreaths hanging on the walls in the sanctuary and all the 
metal poles, with candles and swags, that were on the pews in the 
center aisle.  Thanks  and great job, Jarod! The rest of us, Jeri and 
John Rathkamp, Linda Gardner, Jan Tepe and Mary Beth Baver-
man, tackled the job of taking down the remaining decorations in 
the parlor and hallways, and outside wreaths and put them away. 
We were not done yet, as we could not move the three Christmas 
trees to the stage.  After a church meeting on Wed night, John 
Rathkamp and Marc Baverman moved those trees to the stage.

February Sunday Sextons are: 
February 5:    Bruce Smith
February 12:  Patti Grace
February 19:  Andy Patton
February 26:  Bode Olakanmi
A big thanks to Bruce Smith, 
John & Jeri Rathkamp, Andy 
Patton and Bode Olakanmi for 
taking on the Sunday Sexton duties in January.
If you are interested in helping out, just talk to one 
of these volunteers to see how easy it is and contact 
Andy Patton at 513-382-8505 to reserve your spot.

 

 Monday/Tuesday School
We will resume Monday/Tuesday School at some point during Lent. Topics are currently being 
considered, including a screening of the film, “The Most Reluctant Convert: The Untold Story of 
C.S. Lewis.” Both the movie and the original stage play are incredible presentations of a remarkable 
story! Here is a link (https://cslewismovie.com/) to the website where you can view the trailer, and 
downloadable resources, which will serve as the basis of our discussion after viewing the movie. 
Or, just click on the image to the right.
Please stay tuned for more information!!

https://cslewismovie.com/
https://cslewismovie.com/


Westwood Historical Society
Wednesday, February 8, 7:00pm
Lower Sanctuary
May Festival: Celebrating Its 
First 150 Years
This year marks the 150th year of 

the May Festival.  It is the longest continuously running 
choral festival in the Western Hemisphere and has played 
a major role in the evolution of the arts and culture 
heritage of Cincinnati. The Festival was the impetus for 
the construction of Music Hall and the formation of the 
Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra. Our speaker, Matthew 
Swanson, Assistant Director of Choruses and Director 
of the Youth Chorus of the May Festival, will take us 
through its rich history.

What’s Goin’ OnWhat’s Goin’ On

Westwood Woman’s Club
Monday, February 27; 1:00pm
Dining Room
Oh, The Places You’ll Go -- 
But How Will You Get There?
Mary Anne McGowan will help 
us learn about electrification of 
transportation -- cars, buses, 
planes -- what does that mean and 
how will it work? Perhaps Dr. Se-
uss will join us. Join us to learn about the electric impact 
of vehicles in the future and NOW!

Circle 6
Saturday, February 25, 9:30am
Mercy Hospital Cafeteria
Join us as we continue our new Bible Study 
“Celebrating Sabbath”. New members and 
friends always welcome. Social fun for all.

Circle 1
Monday, February 13, 6:30pm 
Home of Linda Gardner
Valentine’s Day will come a few 
days early for the members of Circle 
One when we gather at the home of 
Linda Gardner, 4060 Boomer Rd. 
(Phone 513-259-4540). We will con-
tinue our Bible study on Celebrating 

Sabbath with lesson 6, Sabbath and Hospitality and per-
haps enjoy some Valentine’s treats as well! Anyone inter-
ested in joining can contact Holly Scheper (hollyscheper@
cinci.rr.com) or Beth Kochheiser (ebeth2@mac.com). 

Scout Sunday
Sunday, February 12th; 11:30am
Sanctuary
A silent auction fundraiser will follow 
the service to help raise money for the 
up-coming Troop 107 Centennial Celebra-
tion that will take place on May 5-7, 2023.

Souper Bowl of Caring 
Super Bowl LVII
Sunday, February 12
Bring your contribution to the services 
from January 29 to February 12 
and put your donation in the box in 

the Narthex. Cash donations are also welcome! Donate 
money by dropping them in the collection plate or mailing 
checks to the church (made out to Westwood First Presby-
terian) with “Souper Bowl” on the memo line. 
Maybe we can finish the job this year.  Who Dey !

PW Luncheon and Gathering
Thursday, March 2, 12:00pm
Calvin Hall
Our speaker will be from New Life Furniture 
Bank and we know you won’t want to miss 
learning about how this organization is chang-
ing lives with things WE CAN DONATE to 
them. You can make reservations for the lunch 
by contacting Diane Ringshauser at 
dringshauser@gmail.com or 513-923-4123.

 Ash Wednesday
February 22th; 10:00am 
Sanctuary
Lent begins on Ash 
Wednesday, which falls 
on February 22 this year. 
Currently, we are planning 
to offer the imposition of 
ashes between 10am and noon. Congregational Life is 
considering hosting a luncheon immediately after. We 
will announce things formally in the next few weeks. 

Concert Series
Sunday, February 19;  2:30pm
Sanctuary
Having received music de-
grees at The Julliard School 
and The Cleveland Institute of 
Music, pianist Frank Huang 
has presented concerts world-

wide.  New York Concert Review has praised him as a 
“thoughtful and accomplished performer” and called his 
playing “impressive for its maturity and refinement.”  Enjoy 
Mr. Huang’s concert of solo works as well as keyboard 
collaborations with his Miami University Piano Faculty 
colleague Heather MacPhail.

AED/CPR Training
Sunday, February 5; 11:30am
Calvin Hall
Join us after the service to learn (or 
refresh) this all too-important skill. 
Sign up in the Narthex or call Linda 
Gardner at 513-662-1976.



CalendarCalendar

 
Check out the calendar on wfpc.org.  You can view calendar events as a list or as a monthly calendar. In the 
calendar view, simply click on the month to select a new month and year.  While you “hover” over an event in the 
calendar view, more details will show themselves about that event.  While in list view, click on the date to pick a 
new date to begin your list.  In either view, if you click on the event, all the details about that event will appear.

(click me)(click me)

click me

https://wfpc.org/events/month/2023-02/
https://wfpc.org/events/month/2022-12/
http://wfpc.org
https://wfpc.org/events/month/2023-02/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qIfuNPbBaaA
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/2022/11/28/celebrating-sabbath-lesson-six/


Bible Crossword XVI

by Philologus © BiblePuzzles.com

Across

1 These were not to be 
multiplied by kings (6)

4 Immersed (6)

9 Implore (4)

10 Revelation (10)

11 A son of Bebai (6)

12 Courteous (8)

13 Like the sower's seed (9)

15 Number of virgins who 
were wise (4)

16 Chores (4)

17 Woodworker (9)

21 A city of Macedonia (8)

22 Grownups (6)

24 Inhabitants of an 
important Syrian city (10)

25 Perfect (4)

26 Truthful (6)

27 Loved deeply (6)

Down

1 Nonconformist (7)

2 Relating to kings and 
queens (5)

3 Test (7)

5 Prophet (6)

6 Luke's profession (9)

7 Conflict (7)

8 Gatherings (13)

14 A forger of brass and 
iron (5-4)

16 Very young king (7)

18 Worshipped (7)

19 Went into (7)

20 Aromatic substances (6)

23 Like the room used for 

the last supper (5)

Pastor’s PuzzlePastor’s Puzzle
Last month’s solution can be on Last month’s solution can be on page 10



January’s Crossword Solution

Who Wrote
The Book of Love

     Thanksgiving Exchange & Thanksgiving Exchange & Christmas StoreChristmas Store
Final report summarizing these two events which we hosted here at WFPC
This year 400 people shopped at the Exchange for their Thanksgiving 
groceries and 176 folks shopped for 603 children at the Christmas Store.  
It’s safe to say, God used each of us to be part of His blessing to almost 
2000 people this Thanksgiving & Christmas! 
There were over 350 volunteers serving via City Gospel Mission, includ-
ing several gift wrappers from WFPC. Additionally, another 28 parking 
hosts were provided by WFPC and Scout Troop 107. The troop’s scout-
master, Mike Rechel, again provided the lighting for the interior of the 
refrigerated truck during the Thanksgiving Exchange.
So again, to all who contributed time, patience, talent, money and or other resources:
Thank You! For contributing $1242 to the Butter Drive. This was an important part of City Gospel Mission’s 
receiving over 16,000 lbs. of donated food for the Thanksgiving Exchange from throughout the region.
Thank You! For buying and contributing scores of children’s clothing and toys toward the City Gospel Mission Giving 
Tree effort. Region-wide, City Gospel Mission collected over $21,100 worth of toys and clothing for the Christmas Store.
Thank You! For serving as Parking Hosts to warmly greet our guests, helping to provide a safe and orderly shopping process
 Thank You!  For serving as gift wrappers for the Christmas Store
Thank You! For tolerating the inconvenience of the parking restrictions needed operate these events
Thank You! For helping with the planning, publicizing, coordinating and logistics of these events  
The leadership and staff of the City Gospel Mission are very grateful for WFPC’s support in our five years of 
continuous partnership. Together, we’ve helped spread God’s blessings to so many of our neighbors in need.

“Snow Dey”
Bengals Plow into AFC Championship with Kansas City

“They Gotta Play Us”
Can the Bengals make it 4 in a row versus the Chiefs? 

Niners and Bengals?
Now, that would be some 80’s energy.  Makes me 

want to feather my hair, put on some old Journey re-
cords, and pour a bottle of Rolling Rock. Will we get 
a chance to crawl into a time machine and correct 

the mistakes of the past? 
Tune in on January 29th and “hopefully” 

February 12th to find out.
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As Our Service of Worship Ends, 
Our Ministry of Service Begins!

The Parish Bell is the monthly newsletter of Westwood First Presbyterian Church.  

All visitors are welcome to worship with us Sunday at our Traditional Service at 10:30 a.m.    

Church Day Number:  513-661-6846   Fax Number:  513-389-3683
 Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Colarossi, Pastor     ext. 103
 Heather MacPhail, Organist/Director of Music Ministries  ext. 101
 Steve Foster, Communication Coordinator              ext. 105
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