
 

 January WestFed Food Pantry needs: Cereal, Canned green beans, canned peas. 

 Flowers are given this week:   

 By Al Rhein in memory of Marilyn 

 To the Glory of God. 

 Prayers are requested for:  

 Damar Hamlin, safety for the Buffalo Bills, who suffered lie-threatening injuries 

during last Monday night’s game against the Bengals. 

 Linda Sellins, Thelma Imhoff’s daughter, undergoing treatment for cancer. 

 Michael Cranley, a friend of Staci Dennison 

 Sally Harlow, at Hillebrand, recovering from serious health issues. 

 Mary Baverman (Marc’s mom) who recently suffered a stroke. 

 Craig Kallendorf, Camille Rechel’s brother, who is in hospice. 

 Pierce Teepen, son of Alyssa and Tyler, friends of Rhonda Boddy.  

 Diane Ringshauser, who is undergoing chemotherapy.  

 Rev. Larry Lalama, Jeff’s cousin 

 Diana Jackson, Rhonda’s sister-in-law, undergoing chemotherapy.  

 Jan Rice and Kristine Von Holle, Sandy Morris’ friends with serious health issues  

 DJ Hines, Sandy Morris’ brother-in-law. 

 Linda Kugele who continues to deal with breathing issues.  

 Our homebound members and friends.  

 Our Scouting units, their families and leaders.  

 Our Session, our committees, and the discernment team.  

 Our partnership with City Gosel Mission’s Princesses Ballet.  
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Welcome and Announcements 

Moment for Mission: Wendy Beckman 

[Please take a moment to silence all mobile devices and prepare for worship.] 

Prelude: “Sheep May Safely Graze”—J. S. Bach/Wells   

[* Where indicated (*), those who are able are invited to stand.] 

Ringing of the Tower Bell 

Choral Introit: “Baptized In Water” 

* Call to Worship (Responsive) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.   

And also with you. 

Today we celebrate a special baptism; the baptism of Jesus of Nazareth. God says: 

“Look! See my chosen servant, the One in whom I utterly delight; 

“I have placed my Spirit on him, he will bring true justice to the nations. 

When Jesus was baptized, the heavens opened up, and Spirit came down like a dove; 

and there was a voice from heaven saying: 

“This is my dearly loved Son, with whom I am delighted.” 

The joy of the Lord be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Opening Prayer 
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* Hymn No. 306: “Fairest Lord Jesus”  

Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature, O Thou of God to earth come down, 

Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor, Thou, my soul’s glory, joy, and crown. 

Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands, robed in the blooming garb of spring: 

Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer who makes the woeful heart to sing. 

Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight, and all the twinkling starry host: 

Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer than all the angels heaven can boast. 

Invitation/Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Most Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent, for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 

ways, to the glory of your Name. In Christ we pray. Amen. 

Moment of Silent, Personal Reflection and Confession 

Assurance of Pardon (Based on Isaiah 43—Responsive) 

Hear the words of our Creator, spoken through the prophet Isaiah: “Do not fear, for I have 

redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine. When you pass through the 

waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over 

you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you 

ablaze. For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; Do not be 

afraid, for I am with you…” 

Thanks be to God! 

You are beloved; precious in God’s sight, so may Christ’s peace be with you now and 

forevermore! 

And also with you. 

* Gloria Patri (Unison) 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,  

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  

Amen, amen. 
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God’s spirit, God’s servant, God’s delight. These concepts are the connective tissue between 

today’s Old Testament lesson from Isaiah 42 and the [lectionary reading] from Matthew 3. 

The passages echo one another.  

In Isaiah 42, the divine speaker announces the presence of a servant who is chosen by God 

and a source of delight for God. God will place God’s spirit upon this servant so that the 

servant is able to bring forth justice to the nations, to be a light, to open blind eyes and bring 

out prisoners. In Matthew 3, when Jesus is baptized, God’s spirit likewise descends upon 

him and God delights in him. The relationship here is not between God and God’s servant, 

but between God and God’s beloved son: “This is my son, the Beloved, with whom I am 

well pleased.”  

Both of these passages provide an opportunity to talk about the role of these individuals as 

God’s earthly representatives, as God’s chosen ones, as workers of justice in the world. 

What is their mission and role? Why are they divinely chosen? Why do they need the spirit 

of God? And is this a role for individuals and/or communities? And how might we, as God’s 

people today, fashion our actions and demeanors into ones fitting for us as servants of God, 

ones in whom God delights? Are we God’s servants, establishing justice on earth as it is in 

heaven? How do we take up the mission of the servant and live out our baptismal vows? 

Christians have typically seen the servant in individual terms and associated clearly with 

Jesus—his life and ministry, but especially his death and resurrection. Jews have 

understandably gravitated toward the communal interpretation and viewed Israel as called 

to be a servant to the world, a light to other people.  

When we hold the tension between communal and individual readings of Isaiah 42 and 

Matthew 3, our response to these readings become clearer. We have individual models of 

servanthood as examples. Second Isaiah’s servant and Jesus point us toward our important 

work. They demonstrate that relationship with God is possible. They lay out the types of 

ministry possible when we are led my God’s spirit.  

But we—as a community—also  participate in this work of justice together as communities 

of faith. As churches, not just as individuals, we are God’s servants to the world. We 

participate in God’s new thing, God’s new exodus out of exile and brokenness. God’s 

community is God’s servant. 

     ~ Tyler Mayfield, Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary  
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                                            The Baptism of Jesus, by He Qi 
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Prayer for Illumination  

First Reading: Isaiah 42:1-9—The Servant, a Light to the Nations 

1 Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put 

my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2 He will not cry out or lift 

up his voice or make it heard in the street; 3 a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly 

burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 

4 He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth, and the 

coastlands wait for his teaching. 

5 Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread 

out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to 

those who walk in it:  

6 I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; I have taken you by the hand and kept 

you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, 7 to open the eyes 

that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit 

in darkness.  

8 I am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. 9 See, 

the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring 

forth, I tell you of them. 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 3:13-17—The Baptism of Jesus 

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be 

baptized by him. 14 John would have prevented him, saying, “I 

need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15 But 

Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in 

this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented.  

16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from 

the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw 

God’s Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on 

him. 17 And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the 

Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 

Sermon: “Understanding Baptism”  
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Invitation to Stewardship/Offertory Prayer (Unison) 

God of Redemption and New Life, we focus once more on the greatest gift ever 

given—Jesus, our Savior. Baptized by John in the Jordan, we are able to share in his 

baptism and receive the promise of sharing in his resurrection. As we leave the old 

year behind, and look with hope to the new year ahead, help us to live and give of 

ourselves as those who understand what a great gift we have been given. May it move 

us to give our whole selves more freely! In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Offertory Anthem: “With This Water”—Fred Gramann  

With this water begins the journey; with this water forever claimed. 

With this water the Lord now leads you. With this water, forever changed. 

With these vows your loved ones name you, with these vows your family grows. 

With these vows this congregation now surrounds you, God's love to show. 

With this water we celebrate now with this water let us recall, 

The baptism of our dear Savior, who laid down His life for all.  

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

[During the prayer, everyone will have an opportunity to offer a joy or concern aloud. 

During the pause, feel free to call out the name of someone for whom prayer is requested, 

or briefly, a joy or concern on your heart. The prayer concludes with the Lord’s Prayer.]  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us—not into temptation—but deliver 

us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  
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* Closing Hymn  No. 398: “There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit”  

There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place,  

And I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord; 

There are sweet expressions on each face,  

And I know they feel the presence of the Lord. 

Refrain:  Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet heavenly dove,  

Stay right here with us, filling us with Your love; 

And for these blessings we lift our hearts in praise 

Without a doubt we know that we’ll have been revived, 

When we shall leave this place. 

There are blessings you cannot receive,  

Till you know Him in His fullness and believe; 

You’re the one to profit when you say,  

“I am going to walk with Jesus all the way.” [Refrain] 

Charge and Benediction  

Choral Response: “The Grace of the Lord Jesus”—Yarrington 

Postlude: “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”—arr. Jason D. Payne   

Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi, Pastor 

Heather MacPhail, Organist/Director of Music Ministries 

Jason Dennison, Videographer/Director of Technology 

Holly Scheper, Lay Leader 
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