
 

Announcements and Prayer Requests 

 December WestFed Food Pantry needs: Cereal, crackers, canned corn. 

 Butter Drive Final Update: We raised $1,242 for the butter drive, against the actual 

cost $1,738.80, so in all, we raised about 72%. Thanks to all those who contributed! 

 Today is the last day to order Christmas poinsettias.  

 Robert “Bud” Holden, a long-time member of our church died on December 4, at the 

age of 102. Visitation will be held on Monday Dec. 12, from 5-7 pm at Brater-Winter 

FH, in Harrison, OH. The funeral service will be held on Tuesday Dec.13 at 10:30 am 

also at the funeral home. 

 Evelyn Stedtefeld turns 100 on Jan. 1, New Year’s Day. Let’s bombard her with cards 

to wish her well on her birthday. Her address:  

Evelyn Stedtefeld 

Ohio Living Llanfair, Room #71 

1701 Llanfair Avenue 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45224 

 Flowers are given:  

 To the Glory of God. 

 By Lynn Lanman & Elizabeth Durrell in loving memory of Bob & Dorothy Greiser. 

 Prayers are requested for:  

 Michael Cranley, a friend of Staci Dennison 

 Sally Harlow, at Hillebrand, recovering from serious health issues. 

 Mary Baverman (Marc’s mom) who recently suffered a stroke. 

 Craig Kallendorf, Camille Rechel’s brother, who is in hospice. 

 Pierce Teepen, son of Alyssa and Tyler, friends of Rhonda Boddy.  

 Diane Ringshauser, who is undergoing chemotherapy.  

 Rev. Larry Lalama, Jeff’s cousin 

 Diana Jackson, Rhonda’s sister-in-law, undergoing chemotherapy.  

 Jan Rice and Kristine Von Holle, Sandy Morris’ friends with serious health issues  

 DJ Hines, Sandy Morris’ brother-in-law. 

 Linda Kugele who continues to deal with breathing issues.  

 Our homebound members and friends.  

 Our Scouting units, their families and leaders.  

 Our Session, our committees, and the discernment team.  

 Our partnership with City Gosel Mission’s Princesses Ballet.  
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Our Service of  Worship, December 11, 2022 

 

Westwood First Presbyterian Church, Cincinnati, OH 

Gathering Around God’s Word

Welcome and Announcements 

[Please take a moment to silence all mobile devices and prepare for worship.] 

Prelude: “The First Noel”—arr. Sandra Eithun   

Chancel Bells 

[* Where indicated (*), those who are able are invited to stand.] 

Ringing of the Tower Bell 

Choral Introit: “Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending” 

* Call to Worship: Lighting the Advent Wreath—The Beckmans 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Last Sunday, we re-lit the candle of hope and lit the candle of peace. On this third 

Sunday of Advent, we celebrate God’s joy. 

Knowing that Christ is coming, to bring healing and wholeness to the world, is a 

source of genuine delight! 

When we gather for worship it is a celebration, an opportunity to rejoice in all that God 

is doing among us and beyond us. 

Our lives are marked by laughter and friendship, as we love our neighbors with 

wide smiles and open arms. 

Even when we face difficulty and trouble we sing a song of faith, confident that Jesus 

is able to redeem our suffering world. 

Together, we are a sign of God’s joy for the world, lighting the candle of joy. 

Opening Prayer 
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* Hymn No. 28 : “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice!”  

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;  
Give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ was born today. 

Ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now. 

Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 

Now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this! 

He hath opened heaven's door, and we are blest forevermore. 

Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 

Now ye need not fear the grave: Jesus Christ was born to save! 

Calls you one and calls you all to gain his everlasting hall. 

Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save! 

Invitation to Confession/Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Merciful Lord, we praise you for sending light into this world. We confess that we 

live as though the light had never defeated darkness. We confess that we ignore the 

Savior you sent to be among us and to live in us. We’ve kept the birth of your Son 

confined to the Christmas season and do not yearn for his coming each moment in 

our waiting hearts. Forgive us for not opening our eyes to Jesus. Prepare us for His 

return. Help us rejoice in the light so that your grace can illuminate the darkened 

places of our hearts. In his holy name we pray. Amen. 

A Moment for Silent, Personal Confession 

Assurance of Forgiveness (based on 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24—Responsive)   

May the God of peace sanctify you completely. And may your whole spirit, soul, and 

body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls 

you is faithful. It is the Lord who will do this. Therefore the good news of the Gospel, 

now and always, is this: in Jesus Christ, the Word Made Flesh, we are forgiven! 

Lead us in your hope, O God, and teach us your peace. You are the God of our 

days, we joyfully wait for you to come to us. Amen. 

May the hope, peace and joy of Christ be with you, now and forevermore! 

And also with you. 

* Response to God’s Grace (Unison)  
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
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Moment for Meditation: Gaudete Sunday 

Paul tells us to “Rejoice always.” And so, on this Third Sunday of Advent, [we are invited] 

to rejoice. Rejoice in the Lord today. Let our whole being exult in your God. Rejoice and 

give thanks. For this is the season of joy. But, even as I say that I want to point out the 

obvious: That this is not always easy to do. It’s not always easy to rejoice. You may be 

feeling overwhelmed with stress today, or struggling to keep it all together. Or, perhaps, 

just going through the motions, trying to get through the season. You might be hiding 

behind your smile, or behind your mask, pretending that this really is the most wonderful 

time of the year, even though you don’t feel that way. You may have cares and concerns 

that are quenching your joy. And to be told to rejoice today may be adding to your cares, 

not taking them away. This may all just be adding to a nagging guilt that you have, as you 

try to simply get through this quote-unquote “most wonderful time of the year.” 

If that is the case for you, I want to simply remind you that joy is not the same thing as 

happiness. You don’t have to be happy to be joyful, which is a good thing, because 

happiness is very fickle, isn’t it? Circumstances that are often out of our control cause us 

to be happy or sad. That’s true. But euphoria, or happiness, is not the same as joy. Just as 

optimism is not the same as hope…intellectual belief is not the same as faith…and 

affection is not the same as love.  

As Christians, our lives are not always happy. But we can always have joy. The Christian 

writer, Henri Nouwen, describes it this way: “We are inclined to think that when we are 

sad we cannot be glad, but in the life of a God-centered person, sorrow and joy can exist 

together.” We know, even when life gets us down, that our God loves us and promises to 

be with us. And this can fill us with joy, even in the midst of our sorrow. But Henri Nouwen 

goes on to say: “Joy does not simply happen to us. We have to choose joy and keep 

choosing it every day. It is a choice based on the knowledge that we belong to God and 

have found in God our refuge and our safety and that nothing, not even death, can take God 

away from us.” 

Nothing can take God away from us, and so we can always choose joy. We can choose joy 

knowing that it is deeper and stronger than any surface happiness or sadness that we may 

find in this world. Joy is our way as Christians of refusing to let the headlines in our world 

win. Joy is our way of looking at the worst this world can offer, and seeing it in the shadow 

of the cross. And the cross is God’s way of reminding us that God’s love for us, and our 

world, is stronger than any unhappiness that we will ever find in this world. Joy, in many 

ways, is the key to the Christian life.  

 ~ James Laurence 
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Birth of John the Baptist Icon, Artist Unknown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John the Baptist Preaching in the Wilderness, Anton Raphael Mengs 
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Proclaiming God’s Word 

Prayer for Illumination  

First Reading: Zephaniah 3:14-20—A Song of Joy 

14 Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O 

daughter Jerusalem! 15 The Lord has taken away the judgments against you; he has turned 

away your enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster 

no more. 16 On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: “Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your 

hands grow weak. 17 The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; 

he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will renew you in his love; he will exult over 

you with loud singing 18 as on a day of festival.”  

I will remove disaster from you so that you will not bear reproach for it. 19 I will deal with 

all your oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will 

change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. 20 At that time I will bring you 

home, at the time when I gather you; for I will make you renowned and praised among all 

the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the Lord. 

Gospel Reading: Luke 1:57-80—The Birth of John the Baptist 

57 Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58 Her neighbors and 

relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 

59 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him 

Zechariah after his father. 60 But his mother said, “No; he is to be called John.” 61 They 

said to her, “None of your relatives has this name.” 62 Then they began motioning to his 

father to find out what name he wanted to give him. 63 He asked for a writing tablet and 

wrote, “His name is John.” And all of them were amazed. 64 Immediately his mouth was 

opened and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God.  

65 Fear came over all their neighbors, and all these things were talked about throughout 

the entire hill country of Judea. 66 All who heard them pondered them and said, “What 

then will this child become?” For indeed the hand of the Lord was with him. 67 Then his 

father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied: 68 “Blessed be the Lord 

God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them.  

69 “He has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of his child David, 70 as he spoke 

through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 71 that we would be saved from our 

enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. 
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72 Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors and has remembered his holy 

covenant, 73 the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant us 74 that we, being 

rescued from the hands of our enemies, might serve him without fear, 75 in holiness and 

righteousness in his presence all our days.  

76 “And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High, for you will go before the 

Lord to prepare his ways, 77 to give his people knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness 

of their sins. 78 Because of the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will 

break upon us, 79 to shine upon those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to 

guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

80 The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day 

he appeared publicly to Israel. 

Sermon: “The Joy of Advent” 

Responding to God’s Word 

Solo: “Sweet Little Jesus Boy”—arr. Chapman/Heidenreich 

Travis Pearce, tenor 

Invitation to Stewardship/Offertory Prayer (Unison) 

Holy One, this Advent season we wait in hope, and we give in hope. Hope for your 

coming reign; hope because of your presence with us even now. We wait in peace, 

and we give in peace. A peace deeper than our anxiety and fear. A peace growing 

from our trust in your loving power. We wait in joy, and we give with joy. Joy for all 

you have given us; joy because of your sacred promises. Receive our offerings, and 

use them to spread your hope, peace and joy in our world. In Jesus’ name Amen. 

Offertory Anthem: “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”—arr. Patricia Hurlbutt 

Chancel Bells 

Pastoral Prayer for Advent and The Lord’s Prayer 

[During the prayer, everyone will have an opportunity to offer a joy or concern aloud. 

During the pause, feel free to call out the name of someone for whom prayer is requested, 

or briefly, a joy or concern on your heart. The prayer concludes with the Lord’s Prayer.]  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us—not into temptation—but deliver 

us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
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Bearing God’s Word Into the World 

* Hymn No. 12 (vv. 1, 3-5): “People, Look East”  

People, look east. The time is near of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able, trim the hearth and set the table. 

People, look east and sing today: Love, the guest, is on the way. 

Birds, though you long have ceased to build, guard the nest that must be filled. 

Even the hour when wings are frozen God for fledging time has chosen. 

People, look east and sing today: Love, the bird, is on the way. 

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim one more light the bowl shall brim, 

Shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together. 

People, look east and sing today: Love, the star, is on the way. 

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth Christ who brings new life to earth. 

Set every peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming. 

People, look east and sing today: Love, the Lord, is on the way. 

Charge and Benediction  

Choral Response: “Come, Lord Jesus”—Anna Laura Page 

Postlude: “Angels We Have Heard on High”— arr. Henry Kihlken  

Leading Worship This Morning 
Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi, Pastor 

Heather MacPhail, Organist/Director of Music Ministries 

Jason Dennison, Videographer/Director of Technology 

Chris Beckman, Lay Leader 
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