
 

Announcements and Prayer Requests 

 December WestFed Food Pantry needs: Cereal, crackers, canned corn. 

 The Stewardship Pigs are here and set up in the narthex, hungry for your 

contributions to the church ministry/ministries of your choosing: Mission, 

Building and Operations, Worship, and Per Capita. 

 It’s time to order Christmas poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary for the Dec. 

18, 24, 25 services. Orders must be received by Dec. 11, along with payment. 

Order forms are available in the narthex.  

 Flowers are given:  

 By Sandy Morris in honor of her daughters, Gretchen and Amy, their 

husbands, and her six grandchildren. 

 By Marc and Mary Beth Baverman in memory of Mary Beth’s parents, Bill 

and LaVerne Seitz. 

 Prayers are requested for:  

 The family of Jackie Holton, in wake of her death this past week. 

 Michael Cranley, a friend of Staci Dennison 

 Sally Harlow, at Hillebrand, recovering from serious health issues. 

 Mary Baverman (Marc’s mom) who recently suffered a stroke. 

 Craig Kallendorf, Camille Rechel’s brother, who is in hospice. 

 Pierce Teepen, son of Alyssa and Tyler, friends of Rhonda Boddy.  

 Diane Ringshauser, who is undergoing chemotherapy.  

 Rev. Larry Lalama, Jeff’s cousin 

 Diana Jackson, Rhonda’s sister-in-law, undergoing chemotherapy.  

 Jan Rice and Kristine Von Holle, friends of Sandy Morris  

 DJ Hines, Sandy Morris’ brother-in-law. 

 Linda Kugele who continues to deal with breathing issues.  

 Our homebound members and friends.  

 Our Scouting units, their families and leaders.  

 Our Session, our committees, and the discernment team.  

 Our partnership with City Gosel Mission’s Princesses Ballet.  
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Our Service of  Worship, December 4, 2022 

 
 
 
 

Westwood First Presbyterian Church, Cincinnati, OH 

Gathering Around God’s Word

Welcome and Announcements 

[Please take a moment to silence all mobile devices and prepare for worship.] 

Prelude: “Whence Is That Goodly Fragrance?”—arr. Gordon Young   

[* Where indicated (*), those who are able are invited to stand.] 

Ringing of the Tower Bell 

Choral Introit: “Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming” 

* Call to Worship: Lighting the Advent Wreath—The Kochheiser/Patterson Family 

The Lord be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Last Sunday we lit the candle of Hope, remembering the hope which comes in Christ. 

Today we light the second candle of Advent, the candle of Peace. God has a peaceful 

dream for the world, and we dream it too.  

We dream of peaceful world full of wolves and leopards and lions eating and 

sleeping and dancing with lambs, kids, and calves.  

We dream of a peaceful world where nations come together. A world where war is a 

memory, and we eat at one table.  

On this day, we remember the Lord of All who brings peace surpassing all 

understanding. 

A voice cries out: “Prepare for God’s arrival! Make the road straight and smooth, a 

highway fit for our God. 

Fill in the valleys, level off the hills. Smooth out the ruts, and clear out the rocks, 

for our God is coming! 
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Opening Prayer 

* Hymn No. 8: “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”  

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates; behold, the King of glory waits; 

the King of kings is drawing near; the Savior of the world is here! 

Fling wide the portals of your heart; make it a temple, set apart 

From earthly use for heaven’s employ, adorned with prayer and love and joy. 

Redeemer, come! I open wide my heart to Thee; here Lord abide. 

Let me Thy inner presence feel; Thy grace and love in us reveal. 

Invitation to Confession/Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Merciful God, we aspire to love and trust you, but so often we get in our own way. 

We see only the deep sadness of the world, and do not notice your people at work 

amid the sorrow.  

We assume that things will never get better, and do not see all that is good right now. 

We close our eyes and complain about the darkness, rather than see the light that 

shines all around us.  

Forgive us for the times we refuse to listen to those who announce your presence. 

Forgive us when we ignore the cries that come from the wilderness.  

Help us to understand that, like John the Baptist, we too are unworthy before the 

Lord of All. Help us to grow in love and trust, in compassion and hope, so that as the 

Christ Child comes to us once again, we will see him, know him, and rejoice, for it is 

in his name we pray. Amen. 

A Moment for Silent, Personal Confession 

Assurance of Forgiveness (based on Romans 5:8-9 —Responsive)   

The good news of Advent is that Jesus Christ has come into the world, has led the 

way through death that we may have life, and is coming again to make all things new. 

Hear these words of assurance: “God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While 

we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since we have now been justified by his 

blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him!”  

Thanks be to God. Amen. 

May Christ’s hope and peace be with you, through Advent and beyond! 

And also with you. 
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Moment for Meditation: Preparation/Peace 

In today’s passage from the beginning of Matthew’s gospel we are introduced to John the 

Baptist. His proclamation is “Prepare the way of the Lord,” or as the one translation says it, 

“Prepare the way for that which is already present at every moment, YHWH—pure being.” 

In our ordinary lives, we are rarely present to that divine reality, the presence of God. John’s 

call for us is a call to prepare the way for God who is already among us. The call is to 

awaken to a reality that’s already here.  

Of course, [at Christmas] we’re celebrating Christ coming into the world in a particular time 

and place, in the singular body of Jesus. But we also prepare for Christ “coming” into our 

heart and lives at a deeper and renewed level. In our preparation, there’s a remembrance of 

what happened once, but there’s also a preparing for what already and always is present: 

God. In this strange mystery, our preparation is to make this reality come alive, to make it 

a living presence in our hearts and our daily lives. 

What is John’s primary teaching? There are two. The first is stripping down. He calls us to 

strip down to create space, to open up space. He calls people to change and take up a practice 

that is exactly the opposite of what the secular culture invites us to do during Advent. The 

word metanoia is used by John, often translated “repentance.” Our modern sense of 

repentance only partially contains what John was saying, not entirely. The Greek word, 

metanoia, more fully means to expand/open the eyes of the heart or interior self.  

The second action of John is immersion, the literal meaning of the word that is commonly 

translated “to baptize.” It was immersing people in water to symbolize a total change, and 

something new coming forth. It symbolized being cleansed and prepared for this new life 

and new reality. That’s also our invitation, to be immersed in God’s presence. To open to 

something new and create space inside our hearts, then to be immersed in the Divine. That’s 

right at the heart of our work of Advent. 

                                                                             ~ Metanoia of Vermont, metanoiavt.com 

During the holiday season, we often encounter the phrase “Peace on Earth.” Yet Christ came 

to bring more expansive and inclusive peace. His mission was to establish the shalom (or 

in Greek, eirene) of God. This is more than inner peace. It is more than the cessation of 

war. It is even more than reconciliation between us and God. The peace of Christ includes 

all of these and more. As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus, may we enjoy the peace 

we have with God through Christ. And may we be given a foretaste of the peace on earth 

that is yet to come. 

                                             ~ Mark D. Roberts, thetheologyofwork.org/the highercalling 
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John the Baptist Icon, Artist Unknown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John The Baptist Preaching, Luca Giordano 
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* Response to God’s Grace (Unison)  

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Proclaiming God’s Word 

Prayer for Illumination  

First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10—The Peaceful Kingdom 
1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit 

of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 3 His delight shall 

be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see or decide by what his 

ears hear, 4 but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor and decide with equity for 

the oppressed of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the 

breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist 

and faithfulness the belt around his loins.  

6 The wolf shall live with the lamb; the leopard shall lie down 

with the kid; the calf and the lion will feed together, and a little 

child shall lead them. 7 The cow and the bear shall graze; their 

young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like 

the ox. 8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall 

put its hand on the adder’s den. 9 They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, 

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 10 On 

that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of 

him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 3:1-12—The Proclamation of John the Baptist 

1 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 

proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the one of 

whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the 

wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’” 

4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food 

was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region around the 

Jordan were going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by him in the River Jordan, 

confessing their sins. 7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 

his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 

coming wrath?  
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8 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, 9 and do not presume to say to yourselves, 

‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise 

up children to Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore every 

tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 

11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is more 

powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the 

Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing 

floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with 

unquenchable fire.” 

Sermon: “The Peace of Advent” 

Responding to God’s Word 

Invitation to Stewardship/Offertory Prayer (Unison) 

Holy One, this Advent season we wait in hope and peace, and we give in hope and 

peace: hope for your coming reign; hope because of your presence with us even now; 

a peace deeper than our anxiety and fear, a peace growing from our trust in your 

loving power. Receive our generous offerings, and use them for your work of 

healing—of hope and peace—in our world. In Jesus name. Amen. 

Offertory Anthem: “In the Bleak Midwinter”—arr. Harold Darke 

Noelle Scheper, soprano; Travis Pearce, tenor; Chancel Choir 

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper  

Invitation to the Lord’s Table/Prayer of Thanksgiving  

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Words of Institution/Sharing of the Elements  

Pastoral Prayer after Communion and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us—not into temptation—but 

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 
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Bearing God’s Word Into the World 

* Hymn No. 38 (vv. 1-2, 4): “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”  

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 

From angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold: 

“Peace on the earth, good will to men, from heaven’s all-gracious King.” 

The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing. 

Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings unfurled, 

And still their heavenly music floats o’er all the weary world; 

Above its sad and lowly plains, they bend on hovering wing, 

And ever o’er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing. 

For lo! the days are hastening on, by prophet bards foretold, 

When with the ever-circling years comes round the age of gold 

When peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling, 

And the whole world give back the song which now the angels sing. 

Charge and Benediction  

Choral Response: “Bless Us, Father”—Anna Laura Page  

Postlude: “Fughetta in D”—Dubois  

 
 

 
 

Leading Worship This Morning 

Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi, Pastor 

Heather MacPhail, Organist/Director of Music Ministries 

Jason Dennison, Videographer/Director of Technology 

Kent Kochheiser, Lay Leader 
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