
 

 January WestFed Food Pantry needs: Cereal, Canned green beans, canned peas. 

 Prayers are requested for:  

 Linda Sellins, Thelma Imhoff’s daughter, undergoing treatment for cancer. 

 Michael Cranley, a friend of Staci Dennison 

 Sally Harlow, at Hillebrand, recovering from serious health issues. 

 Mary Baverman (Marc’s mom) who recently suffered a stroke. 

 Craig Kallendorf, Camille Rechel’s brother, who is in hospice. 

 Pierce Teepen, son of Alyssa and Tyler, friends of Rhonda Boddy.  

 Diane Ringshauser, who is undergoing chemotherapy.  

 Rev. Larry Lalama, Jeff’s cousin 

 Diana Jackson, Rhonda’s sister-in-law, undergoing chemotherapy.  

 Jan Rice and Kristine Von Holle, Sandy Morris’ friends with serious health issues  

 DJ Hines, Sandy Morris’ brother-in-law. 

 Linda Kugele who continues to deal with breathing issues.  

 Our homebound members and friends.  

 Our Scouting units, their families and leaders.  

 Our Session, our committees, and the discernment team.  

 Our partnership with City Gosel Mission’s Princesses Ballet.  
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Welcome and Announcements 

[Please take a moment to silence all mobile devices and prepare for worship.] 

Prelude: “Angels, From the Realms of Glory”—arr. Diane Bish  

[* Where indicated (*), those who are able are invited to stand.] 

Ringing of the Tower Bell 

* Call to Worship (Responsive) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.   

And also with you. 

Arise, shine; for your light has come! 

God’s glory has risen upon us. 

Despite the state of this world: Despite illness, despite fear; despite disappointment, 

despite injustice; despite sadness, despite violence; despite grief, and despite despair– 

God’s glory will appear over us. 

Lift up your eyes and look around: See the light of God’s hope, the light of God’s peace, 

the light of God’s joy, the light of God’s love. 

See the light of God’s healing for us, our community, our world. 

Let us lift up our eyes and look around. Then we shall see and be radiant, our hearts shall 

thrill and rejoice. 

Opening Prayer 
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* Hymn No. 40: “Joy to the World!”  

Joy to the world! The Lord is come: Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room, and heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 

Joy to the world! The Savior reigns: Let us our songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

No more let sins and sorrow grow nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow far as the curse is found, 

Far as the curse is found, far as, far as, the curse is found. 

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, and wonders of His love, 

And wonders of His love, and wonders, wonders, of His love!

Prayer for Illumination  

Gospel Reading: Matthew 2:1-23 

1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the 

east came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? 

For we observed his star in the east and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King 

Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, 4 and calling together all 

the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to 

be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet: 
6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 

Judah, for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 

7 Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when the 

star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently 

for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay 

him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, went 

the star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over the place where the child 

was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On 

entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and 

paid him homage.  

2 

For Matthew, it is significant that the story of Jesus begins in Judea under the rule of King 

Herod. Here, Herod is presented as a new pharaoh set on the murder of children (as pharaoh 

did in Exodus); but failing to kill the targeted one (Jesus), just as pharaoh failed to kill the 

one appointed to God’s special task (Moses). However, one greater than Moses is targeted 

here. The parallel with Moses (and, implicitly, with the Exodus from Egypt) seems clear. 

The whole episode with the magi is used by Matthew to imply that a new Exodus (with its 

liberation from slavery and establishment of a covenant relationship with God) has been 

achieved through the coming of Jesus (the new “Moses”). 

The account of Jesus’ birth is also implicitly linked to King David by the explicit reference 

to “Bethlehem of Judea” (David's hometown), to avoid any confusion with another 

Bethlehem, in Zebulun (at the southern end of the Galilee region). This further emphasizes 

Jesus’ kingly and messianic status. 

The arrival of the people described as 'magoi,' with their gifts of gold, frankincense, and 

myrrh was clearly meant to underscore the message that God's relationship with the Jewish 

people has broken out of ethnic boundaries, since these travelers are representatives of 

pagan culture ('magoi' is related to the modern word 'magician,' though we often sanitize it 

as 'wise men') who have been brought to recognize God's Messiah through direct revelation 

from God (via the star). 

The term “magoi” is derived from a Persian word (“magush”) referring to a class of 

astrologer. So, they probably originated in what is today Iran. They may have been 

Zoroastrians. It is clearly such star-studying experts that Matthew is asserting travelled in 

search of the new-born king. We have no idea how many of them there were. We simply 

know that there were three gifts or types of gift. From the sixth century onwards, the magi 

are given names and ethnicities, but not before this. The gifts are often interpreted as having 

specific symbolic meanings: gold (royalty), frankincense (worship), and myrrh (anointing 

for burial). However, the Old Testament suggests that all were gifts fit for a king. Matthew 

does not interpret their meaning. 

The magi's journey and worship stand in stark contrast to Herod and the people of Jerusalem 

and it is significant that Matthew presents this as: “When King Herod heard this [a child 

born king of the Jews], he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him.” One must remember 

that, by the time Matthew wrote his gospel, Judaism and the emerging Christian community 

were parting ways. For Matthew, the arrival of the magi points towards this, and the 

explosion of the gospel into Gentile communities. 

                                                                                  ~ Martyn Whittock, Christianity Today 
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We Three Kings, by James Christensen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rest on the Flight to Egypt, by Luc Olivier Merson 
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Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 

myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their 

own country by another road. 

13 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 

“Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, 

for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14 Then Joseph got up, took the 

child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt 15 and remained there until the death of 

Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of 

Egypt I have called my son.” 

16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he was infuriated, and he sent 

and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, 

according to the time that he had learned from the magi. 17 Then what had been spoken 

through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and 

loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because 

they are no more.” 

19 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 

and said, 20 “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those 

who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” 21 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his 

mother, and went to the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling 

Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a 

dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. 23 There he made his home in a town called 

Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will 

be called a Nazarene.” 

Sermon: “I Am—With Us” 

Solo: What Child Is This?”—arr. Kevin Costley 

Erin Olakanmi, piano 

Affirmation of Faith (by Nathan Nettleton—unison) 

We believe in God, the creator and giver of life, who brought all creation to birth, 

who mothers us and fathers us, protecting, nurturing, and cherishing us. We believe 

in Jesus Christ: God born among us as a fragile baby, embodying both love, and the 

need for love, and calling us to rest in God as trustingly as a tiny child. We believe in 

the Holy Spirit, breathed into us at our birth, always drawing us on to be born again, 

encouraging, exhorting, comforting, nourishing our growth and inspiring our living.   

[continued…]    
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We believe in the reconciliation of the world to God, through Christ. Hunted at birth, 

and humiliated at death, Christ entered our fearful darkness, so that we might enter 

his glorious light and share the life of his resurrection. And we believe that each new 

child is a glimpse of the face of God, a sign of the life to come, and a call to live in 

peace, and celebrate living together. Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God's 

people on earth. Amen. 

Invitation to Stewardship  

As we greet the Magi and their unique and extravagant gifts, we are reminded that their 

giving was not as a response to a need, but instead a sign of their praise. Their generous 

reaction to the presence of God inspires us to give in unexpected ways too. Much like the 

Magi brought their best gifts to Jesus, we are invited to do the same. 

Offertory Prayer (unison) 

God of Light, we take our gifts and offer them with love. We rejoice in our ability to 

share, but long to do more. Help us to be like the Magi and carefully plan the gifts 

we bring you. May we not be satisfied with what is enough, but instead be inspired 

to do more. May these gifts be used so others may know the hope that is found in 

you. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

Offertory Solo: “What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright”  

Noelle Scheper, soprano 

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper  

Invitation to the Lord’s Table/Prayer of Thanksgiving  

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Words of Institution/Sharing of the Elements  

Pastoral Prayer after Communion and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us—not into temptation—but 

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen.  
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* Closing Hymn  No. : “We Three Kings of Orient Are”  

We three kings of orient are bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.  

Refrain: O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright; 

Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light! 

Born a King on Bethlehem's plain, gold I bring to crown Him again, 

King forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign. [Refrain] 

Frankincense to offer have I; incense owns a Deity nigh 

Prayer and praising, we are raising, worshipping God Most High. [Refrain] 

Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume breathes a life of gathering gloom; 

Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone cold tomb. [Refrain] 

Glorious now behold Him arise, King and God and Sacrifice; 

Alleluia, alleluia, sounds through the earth and skies. [Refrain] 

Charge and Benediction  

Postlude: Overture from “Unto Us A Child Is Born”—Bach/arr. Ritter 

Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi, Pastor 

Heather MacPhail, Organist/Director of Music Ministries 

Jason Dennison, Videographer/Director of Technology 

Linda Gardner, Lay Leader 
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