
 

Announcements and Prayer Requests 
 November WestFed Food Pantry needs: Spaghetti/pasta, and pasta sauce. 

 Butter Drive Update: Last Sunday, we collected $305. We are now at 43.4% of 

our goal of $2,000. 

 The Stewardship Pigs are here and set up in the narthex, ready for your 

contributions to the church ministry/ministries of your choosing: Mission, 

Building and Operations, Worship, and Per Capita. 

 Flowers are given:  

 In memory of Tony and Eleanor Colarossi, on our adoption anniversary, by 

Pastor Jeff. 

 To celebrate the wedding anniversaries of Frank and Eddy Lea Armstrong, 

and Bill and Barbara Holub  

 Prayers are requested for:  

 Craig Kallendorf, Camille Rechel’s brother, who is in hospice. 

 Pierce Teepen, son of Alyssa and Tyler, friends of Rhonda Boddy, who 

had successful brain surgery last week.  

 Diane Ringshauser, who is undergoing chemotherapy.  

 Diana Jackson, Rhonda’s sister-in-law, undergoing chemotherapy.  

 Jacqueline Holton, with heart issues that will require surgery.   

 Jan Rice and Kristine Von Holle, friends of Sandy Morris  

 Elizabeth Durrell recovering from a broken hip. 

 DJ Hines, Sandy Morris’ brother-in-law. 

 Bonnie Shuman, Heather’s sister, recovering from recent health issues. 

 Linda Kugele who continues to deal with breathing issues.  

 Our homebound members and friends.  

 Our Scouting units, their families and leaders.  

 Our Session, our committees, and the discernment team.  

 Our partnership with City Gosel Mission’s Princesses Ballet.  
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Westwood First Presbyterian Church, Cincinnati, OH 

Gathering Around God’s Word 
Welcome and Announcements 

[Please take a moment to silence all mobile devices and prepare for worship.] 

Prelude: “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”—arr. Gilbert Martin    

[* Where indicated (*), those who are able are invited to stand.] 

Ringing of the Tower Bell 

Choral Introit: “I Was Glad”—Whitworth 

* Call to Worship (Responsive)   

The Lord be with you all. 

And also with you. 

We come joyfully to the house of the Lord. 

We bring our praise and offer our lives to God. 

We are God’s beloved children, the stewards whom he has chosen, 

Asked to be compassionate and responsible in our caring and witness. 

This is our gift and our sacrifice—an act of devotion to our God. 

Let us celebrate God’s love with our voices and our lives. 

We are called to joyful obedience in God’s realm. 

Thanks be to God who trusts us and pours his abundant love on us.  

Opening Prayer 

 



 

* Hymn No. 434: “Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples”  

Today we are all called to be disciples of the Lord, 

To help to set the captive free, make plowshare out of sword, 

To feed the hungry, quench their thirst, make love and peace our fast, 

To serve the poor and homeless first, our ease and comfort last. 

God made the world and at its birth ordained our human race  

To live as stewards of the earth, responding to God’s grace. 

But we are vain and sadly proud, we sow not peace but strife, 

Our discord spreads a deadly cloud that threatens all of life. 

Pray justice may come rolling down as in a mighty stream, 

With righteousness in field and town to cleanse us and redeem. 

For God is longing to restore an earth where conflicts cease, 

A world that was created for a harmony of peace. 

May we in service to our God act out the living Word, 

And walk the road the saints have trod till all have seen and heard. 

As stewards of the earth may we give thanks in one accord 

To God who calls us all to be disciples of the Lord. 

Invitation to Confession/Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Holy One, we long to be faithful stewards of your abundant grace; to serve each other 

in love and humility; to serve your world with wisdom and energy. Forgive us when 

we stumble over pride, when our words and actions are not guided by love. 

Turn our hearts when we act in folly. Restore our energy when it is gone. Many times, 

O God, our efforts fail, but your abundant grace is strong and eternal, and 

forgiveness is ours through Jesus Christ. In whose name we humbly pray. Amen. 

A Moment for Silent, Personal Confession 

Assurance of Forgiveness (based on  —Responsive) 

When our plates are empty and our cups run dry, God’s generosity and grace overflow. 

When our souls are heavy and our hearts feel barren, God’s love overflows. Friends, you 

have been called and claimed by the God of all things, and by the abundance of God’s 

grace, and by the power of God’s love, your sins have been forgiven.  

Thanks be to God! 

May the peace of Christ be with you—this day and every day. 

And also with you. 

 

Moment for Meditation: Called as Servants, Part 1 
Ask any non-profit leader or church staff member what their number one problem is, and 

both will give you the same answer—volunteers. They can’t find people to volunteer. If we 

could just get people to volunteer, everything in our church or organization would be 

perfect. Of course, that isn’t true either, but complaining about volunteers allows us to look 

like we’re really concerned and working hard. 

I’ve been doing what I do for a long time and I’ve made a point to try and understand the 

reasons churches have such a hard time identifying, training, deploying, and retaining 

volunteers. Here’s what I found out. We’re doing it all wrong. 

For one thing, people’s lives have changed in ways we are only now beginning to fully 

understand. The same internet that allows us to work from anywhere at any time also allows 

us to be found anywhere at any time. The line between “my” time and “company” time has 

become hopelessly blurred. Many of our people aren’t really sure exactly what time is their 

time to begin with. They’d love to volunteer. They really would…but on whose time? 

Our 24-hour world means people have less time to do the things they really want to do. By 

the time they get to their job, help the kids with homework, take the kids to ball practice, 

dance lessons, tutoring and who knows what else, there’s just not a lot of time left. People 

would love to help. They would love to be part of some ministry or mission that was doing 

good work in the world, but they really don’t have time. 

So, those of us who ask for volunteers need to be realistic when we ask people to volunteer. 

If people have one hour a week, what can be done in one hour? What can be done in two 

hours? Three hours? Most volunteer positions can be broken down into small chunks of 

time to allow volunteers to “job share” a ministry. For that matter, most churches need to 

do a serious evaluation of what we’re asking people to do in the first place.  

Let’s face it. A lot of what we do in the church we’ve been doing since the fifties. We don’t 

do anything the same way we did in the fifties. We certainly don’t need to be doing church 

now the way we did then. If something needs to be done, then someone in the congregation 

is gifted in doing just that.  

God will not call a church to a ministry without equipping the church for that ministry. God 

calls every congregation to a unique ministry and brings talented men and women to that 

vision. Church leaders need to install a process where members can discover their spiritual 

gifts and talents, then be deployed to those places in the life of the church where they can 

make the most impact.  

[continued…] 



 

Moment for Meditation: Called as Servants, Part 2 
There is nothing more exciting than watching someone understand how God created them 

and then watch them find ways to use their gifts that make a difference in the church and 

community. Once a person understands how they are designed to be used in God’s kingdom, 

worship and discipleship comes more naturally. Those who serve are driven to discipleship 

because we want to do our ministry better and we want to know more about Christ and how 

He works in the world. We’re driven to worship because every day we’re seeing God show 

up in and through our lives. 

Now, let me stop here and address the downside of gifts. When our church first started 

taking seriously the idea that every member is called and gifted for kingdom impact, I 

noticed a comical trend. Whatever our church needed to have done, no one had the “spiritual 

gift” for that particular ministry. Well, maybe not, but if you’re a member of the family, 

you’re going to have chores. Every person in the family has to do something for the good 

of the family. Grocery shopping, cooking, lawn care, taking out the garbage—without 

someone taking care of these basic tasks, the family dissolves into chaos. Let’s face it. No 

one has the spiritual gift for taking out the trash. It just has to be done. 

Likewise, if you’re in the family of God, you’re going to have chores. You only have to be 

faithful. Faithfulness is more important than talent. Obedience is more important than 

ability. Using the word “volunteer” bothers me. I’ve almost stopped using it in conversation. 

Volunteer means I can show up when I want to, if I want to. There are no constraints on 

time or allegiance. We didn’t volunteer. We were called. We were called to join Christ in 

this redemptive adventure called “church.” And if we love Jesus, we’re eager to do whatever 

we can to join Him in His work. 

~ Mike Glenn, patheos.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Response: Gloria Patri (Unison)  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. 

World without end, amen, amen.  

Proclaiming God’s Word 
Prayer for Illumination  

First Reading: 1 Peter 4:7-11— Good Stewards of God’s Grace 

7 The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind so that you may 

pray. 8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of 

sins. 9 Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10 Each of you should use 

whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its 

various forms. 11 If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words 

of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all 

things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for 

ever and ever. Amen. 

Second Reading: Ephesians 4:1-8, 11-16—Unity in the Body of Christ 

1 I, therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling 

to which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing 

with one another in love, 3 making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the 

bond of peace: 4 there is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope 

of your calling, 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is 

above all and through all and in all. 

7 But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8 Therefore it 

is said, “When he ascended on high, he made captivity itself a captive; he gave gifts to his 

people.” 11 He himself granted that some are apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and 

teachers 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 

Christ, 13 until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of 

God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ.  

14 We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of 

doctrine by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming; 15 but speaking the 

truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from 

whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is 

equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself 

up in love. 



 

Sermon: “Talents” 

Solo:  “Ombra mai fu” (from “Serse”)—Handel 

Nia Spaulding, mezzo soprano 

Text (Translated from the Italian):  

Tender and beautiful branches of my beloves plain tree, for you fate brightly shines. 

Thunder, lightning and storms never disturb your majestic calm. 

Rapacious winds do not reach out to defile you! 

Never was there a shadow of branches sweeter, more refreshing, or more gentle. 

Responding to God’s Word 
Invitation to Stewardship 

Offertory Prayer (Unison) 

Generous God, you poured yourself out in creation, in Christ’s death on the cross, 

and continue to give yourself through the gift of your Holy Spirit. Give us generous 

hearts; that, in response to your love, our lives may overflow in thanksgiving and 

generosity. Help us to think more of what we can give to life and less of what we can 

get out of it.  

May we be mindful that we hold our gifts, our talents, our possessions, our life itself, 

in trust for you and the service of mankind. Save us from thinking only of our own 

needs and desires; and help us to remember that it is more blessed to give than 

receive. May our pledges, as well as the tithes and offerings we bring each week, help 

make the holy work of your reign real in our community, our city, and our world. 

We pray in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Savior and King. Amen. 

Offertory Anthem: “Offertory”—John Ness 

Chancel Choir, Heather MacPhail, Director  

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

[During the prayer, everyone will have an opportunity to offer a joy or concern aloud. 

During the pause, feel free to call out the name of someone for whom prayer is requested, 

or briefly, a joy or concern on your heart. The prayer concludes with the Lord’s Prayer.]  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will   

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us—not into temptation—but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Bearing God’s Word Into the World 
* Hymn No. 428: “We Give Thee But Thine Own”  

We give Thee but Thine own, whate’er the gift may be, 

All we have is Thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

May we Thy bounties thus, as stewards true receive, 

And gladly, as Thou blessest us, to Thee our first fruits give. 

To comfort and to bless, to find a balm for woe, 

To tend the lonely in distress is angels’ work below. 

The captive to release, to God the lost to bring, 

To teach the way pf life and peace—it is a Christ-like thing. 

And we believe Thy word, though dim our faith may be; 

Whate’er for Thine we do, O Lord, we do it unto Thee. 

Charge and Benediction  

Choral Response 438 (vv. 1, 4): “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”  

Choir and Congregation 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 

The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above. 

From sorrow, toil, and pain, and sin, we shall be free; 

And perfect love and friendship reign through all eternity. 

Postlude: “Prelude and Fugue in G Minor”—J.S. Bach  

Leading Worship This Morning 
Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi, Pastor 

Heather MacPhail, Organist/Director of Music Ministries 

Jason Dennison, Videographer/Director of Technology 

Donna Kimball, Lay Worship Leader 

 

 


