
 

 

IN MEMORIAM 
WESTWOOD FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

ALL SAINTS DAY 2022 
MEMBERS 

Bob Badgely    Sylvia Roth  
James Becker    John Schickner  
Youvon Coleman                   Faye Streicher  
Ernest Dolle      Marlene Tarvin 
Jim Phillipps     Jane Van Schoik  

Janet Zeigler 

FRIENDS AND FAMILY 
Elaine Adler    John Hein   
Peggy Ann Allen   Joyce Hovee 
Evan Ryan Auston   Violet James    
Charles Baverman   Jerry Jefferies   
Infant Baby Clontz   Lena Jefferies   

 Rita Davey   Ron Keller   
Nick Folkens   Ruth Rice   

Mark Skelton 

“I am the resurrection and the life. Those who  
  believe in me, even though they die, will  
  live, and everyone who lives and  
  believes in me will never die.  
  Do you believe this?” 

 

 

Our Service of  Worship, November 6, 2022 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Westwood First Presbyterian Church, Cincinnati, OH 

Gathering Around God’s Word 
Welcome and Announcements 

[Please take a moment to silence all mobile devices and prepare for worship.] 

Prelude: “Brother James’ Air”—arr. Dale Wood    

[* Where indicated (*), those who are able are invited to stand.] 

Ringing of the Tower Bell 

Choral Introit: “Praise the Lord”—Douglas E. Wagner 

* Call to Worship (Responsive)   

The Lord be with you all!  

And also with you! 

Come, a great cloud of witnesses surrounds us as we gather. 

May the lingering echo of saints resound in our songs. 

May their stories open a space for the Spirit to enter us anew. 

In remembering them, may we find ourselves re-membered. 

May the God of every generation form us anew for this generation. 

And may a new joy rise in our lives and in the life of the world.  

Come, all you saints in heaven and on earth—let us worship God! 

Let us worship God together!  

Opening Prayer 



 

* Hymn No. 526 (vv. 1, 2, 4 all, v. 3 choir): “For All the Saints”  

For all the saints, who from their labors rest,  

Who Thee by faith before the world confessed,  
Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest. Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might, 

Thou, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight;  

Thou in the darkness drear, their one true light. Alleluia, alleluia! 

Choir: Oh, blest communion, fellowship divine! 

 We feebly struggle, they in glory shine, 

 Yet all are one in Thee, for all are thine. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast, 

Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 

Singing to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Invitation to Confession/Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Beloved God, who was known to those who went before, have mercy on us. We 

confess that we do not follow Jesus in all that we do. We do not always love as you 

would have us love. We do not always do as you would have us do. We judge and 

condemn. We cast the first stone. In our stubbornness, we turn from you when we 

should turn toward you. Forgive us, we pray. Forgive our sin, and like the saints of 

every age, empower us to be imitators of Christ in love and service, for it is in His 

name we pray. Amen. Hear now the silent fears and worries of our hearts. 

A Moment for Silent, Personal Confession 

Assurance of Forgiveness (based on Ephesians 1: 13-14 —Responsive) 

“In Christ…when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had 

believed in him, you also were marked with the seal of the Holy Spirit; this is the pledge 

of our inheritance towards redemption as God’s own people.” Hear again the word of truth 

and the Good News of the Gospel: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God! 

May the peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

* Response: Gloria Patri (Unison)  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. 

World without end, amen, amen.  

Announcements and Prayer Requests 

 A Celebration of Life service for Bob Badgley will be held at the church on 

Friday, November 11, with a visitation period from 10-11:30am, to be followed 

immediately thereafter by the service.  

 November WestFed Food Pantry needs: Spaghetti/pasta, and pasta sauce. 

 Flowers are given in memory of:  

 Mae and Robert Nieman, by their children Barb and Dale Nieman. 

 Bob and Dorothy Greiser’s anniversary on November 11 by their family.  

 Prayers are requested for:  

 Pierce Teepen, son of Alyssa and Tyler, friends of Rhonda Boddy, who had 

surgery Wednesday for a brain tumor.  

 Diana Jackson, Rhonda’s sister-in-law, undergoing chemotherapy.  

 Jacqueline Holton, with heart issues that will require surgery.   

 Jan Rice and Kristine Von Holle, friends of Sandy Morris  

 Elizabeth Durrell recovering from a broken hip. 

 Diane Ringshauser, who is undergoing chemotherapy.  

 DJ Hines, Sandy Morris’ brother-in-law. 

 Bonnie Shuman, Heather’s sister, recovering from recent health issues. 

 Ruth Peck, a friend of Barb Nieman, as well as Barb’s cousin Claudia. 

 Vicki Schickner and her family, in the wake of John’s passing. 

 Walt Albers, Linda Gardner’s brother, facing cancer surgery.  

 Linda Kugele who continues to deal with breathing issues.  

 Our homebound members and friends.  

 Our Scouting units, their families and leaders.  

 Our Session, our committees, and the discernment team.  

 Our partnership with City Gosel Mission’s Princesses Ballet.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Moment for Meditation: All Saints Day  
Some Christian traditions focus on remembering special Christians on All Saints Day or 

bringing to mind believers who have died and gone to be with the Lord. This day offers a 

fine opportunity to thank God for those whose lives have honored him and made a difference 

to us. Yet, it’s important to remember that the biblical sense of “saint” includes all of God's 

people, not just those who have excelled in discipleship. I thought it might be helpful for us 

to review what we learned about saints from Ephesians 1:1.  

In the opening verse of this letter, Paul addresses the letter’s recipients as “God’s holy 

people.” Traditionally, the Greek word hagioi, translated here as “God’s holy people,” is 

rendered “saints.” Thus, the King James version reads, “To the saints which are at Ephesus.” 

In fact, the English word “saint” comes from the Latin sanctus, which means “holy.” So, 

saints are holy people, by definition. 

But what does it mean to be a holy person, a saint? From a biblical perspective, something 

is holy when it is set apart for God and God's purposes. So, an animal to be sacrificed to the 

Lord is holy because it is designated for this special function. In Exodus 19, God set apart 

the Israelites as his own “treasured possession” (19:5). They would be a “holy nation” (19:6) 

through which God would make himself known to the world. In the New Testament, 

believers in Jesus Christ are referred to as “saints” or holy people” because they have 

inherited Israel’s divinely conferred status as people set apart by God for him and for his 

saving purposes. 

If you have put your faith in Jesus Christ, you are a saint. You are a holy person. This does 

not necessarily say anything about your worthiness to receive this title or your exemplary 

lifestyle, however. I wouldn’t recommend that you go around putting “Saint” in front of 

your name. Rather, you are a saint because God has chosen you to belong to him and his 

people. He has set you apart so that you might participate in his redeeming work in the 

world. 

Remember, you are not a solo saint. There is no such thing from a biblical perspective. 

Rather, as a saint, you have been joined to the family of all saints, including those who live 

around the world and those who have gone to be with the Lord. Therefore, on All Saints 

Day, it is a perfect time to remember that God has made you special for him and his 

purposes, and that he has joined you into the eternal, worldwide fellowship of all his saints. 

Moreover, it’s a good day to take seriously the fact that God wants to make himself known 

in this world through you as a member of the family of all saints. 

https://www.theologyofwork.org/the-high-calling/daily-reflection/reflection-all-saints-day 

 

Proclaiming God’s Word 
Prayer for Illumination  

Scripture Reading: Revelation 21:1-7—The New Heaven and the New Earth 

1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 

passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 

coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And 

I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of God is among mortals. He 

will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them and be 

their God; 4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and 

crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” 5 And the one who 

was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write 

this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the 

Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift 

from the spring of the water of life. 7 Those who conquer will inherit these things, and I 

will be their God, and they will be my children.” 

Gospel Reading: John 11:17-44 (New Living Translation)—The Resurrection of Lazarus 

17 When Jesus arrived at Bethany, he was told that Lazarus had already been in his grave 

for four days. 18 Bethany was only a few miles down the road from Jerusalem, 19 and many 

of the people had come to console Martha and Mary in their loss. 20 When Martha got 

word that Jesus was coming, she went to meet him. But Mary stayed in the 

house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if only you had been here, my brother would not 

have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask.” 

23 Jesus told her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 “Yes,” Martha said, “he will rise when 

everyone else rises, at the last day.” 25 Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the 

life. Anyone who believes in me will live, even after dying. 26 Everyone who lives in me 

and believes in me will never ever die. Do you believe this, Martha?” 27 “Yes, Lord,” she 

told him. “I have always believed you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one who has 

come into the world from God.” 28 Then she returned to Mary. She called Mary aside from 

the mourners and told her, “The Teacher is here and wants to see you.” 29 So Mary 

immediately went to him. 

30 Jesus had stayed outside the village, at the place where Martha met him. 31 When the 

people who were at the house consoling Mary saw her leave so hastily, they assumed she 

was going to Lazarus’s grave to weep. So they followed her there. 32 When Mary arrived 

and saw Jesus, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if only you had been here, my brother 

would not have died.”  



 

33 When Jesus saw her weeping and saw the other people wailing with her, a deep anger 

welled up within him, and he was deeply troubled. 34 “Where have you put him?” he asked 

them. They told him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Then Jesus wept. 36 The people who were 

standing nearby said, “See how much he loved him!” 37 But some said, “This man healed 

a blind man. Couldn’t he have kept Lazarus from dying?” 

38 Jesus was still angry as he arrived at the tomb, a cave with a stone rolled across its 

entrance. 39 “Roll the stone aside,” Jesus told them. But Martha, the dead man’s sister, 

protested, “Lord, he has been dead for four days. The smell will be terrible.” 40 Jesus 

responded, “Didn’t I tell you that you would see God’s glory if you believe?” 41 So they 

rolled the stone aside. Then Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, thank you for 

hearing me. 42 You always hear me, but I said it out loud for the sake of all these people 

standing here, so that they will believe you sent me.” 43 Then Jesus shouted, “Lazarus, 

come out!” 44 And the dead man came out, his hands and feet bound in graveclothes, his 

face wrapped in a headcloth. Jesus told them, “Unwrap him and let him go!” 

Sermon: “If Only…” 

Responding to God’s Word 
Invitation to Stewardship 

[No offering will be collected. Please place your offerings in the baskets located at the 

entrances to the sanctuary. Thank you for your generosity—now and always!] 

Offertory Prayer (Unison) 

God of all generations, as we worship today, we offer our whole selves to you, all that 

we have and all that we are. Like your saints who have gone before us, we pray that 

you will help us be bold in our mission and in our witness. May we who have been 

given so much give freely, ministering in your compassion to the multitudes near to 

us and far from us; so that one day we may stand amidst the multitude that gathers 

at your heavenly throne. We pray this in the name of Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Offertory Anthem: “Make My Life An Alleluia”—Ruth Elaine Schram 

Chancel Choir, Heather MacPhail, Director  

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper  

Invitation to the Lord’s Table/Prayer of Thanksgiving  

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Words of Institution/Sharing of the Elements  

Pastoral Prayer after Communion 

A Litany for All Saints’ Day and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us—not into temptation—but deliver 

us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Bearing God’s Word Into the World 
* Hymn No. 442 (vv. 1-2, 5): “The Church’s One Foundation”  

The Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord;  
She is His new creation by water and the Word.  

From heaven He came and sought her to be His holy bride;  
With His own blood He bought her, and for her life He died. 

Elect from every nation, yet one o’er all the earth, 

Her charter of salvation: one Lord, one faith, one birth; 

One holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food, 

And to one hope she presses, with every grace endued. 

Mid toil and tribulation and tumult of her war 

She waits the consummation of peace forevermore 

Till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest, 

And the great Church victorious shall be the Church at rest. 

Charge and Benediction  

Choral Response: “May the Lord Watch Over You”—Ruth Elaine Schram 

Postlude: “Holy God, We Praise Your Name”—arr. Charles Callahan  

Leading Worship This Morning 
Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi, Pastor 

Heather MacPhail, Organist/Director of Music Ministries 

Jason Dennison, Videographer/Director of Technology 

Jeri Rathkamp, Lay Worship Leader 


