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A Christian is Like a Jack O’ Lantern
God picks you from the patch, brings you in, and 
washes all the dirt off of you.
Then He cuts off the top and scoops out all the 
yucky stuff.
He removes the seeds of 
doubt, hate, and greed.
Then He carves you a new 
smiling face and puts His 
light inside of you to
share for all the world to see.

City Gospel Mission Thanksgiving Exchange
Thursday, November 17 thru Saturday, November 19
Monday, November 21 thru Tuesday, November 22

See “Mission” for more details

We’re breaking the cycle of poverty and despair... One 
life at a time.  Sharing God’s love together, and the hope 

that comes with it, is still the way.



Grace and peace everyone,

“Nehemiah said, ‘You see the trouble we are in, how Jerusalem lies in 
ruins with its gates burned. Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusa-
lem, so that we may no longer suffer disgrace.’  I told them that the 
hand of my God had been gracious upon me and also the words that 
the king had spoken to me. Then they said, ‘Let us start building!’ So 
they committed themselves to the common good.” (Nehemiah 2:17-
18)

The Book of Nehemiah describes how the prophet rallied the Israel-
ites together to help rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. Arriving in Jeru-
salem, Nehemiah discovered that they were in bad shape, worse than 
he’d imagined. He knew that this was no small task, and it would 
require many people being involved. Nevertheless this is what God 
had called him to do, so he approached the people to enlist their aid.

The people responded, “Let us start building,” offering up willing 
hearts and ready hands, and that is certainly something with which 
God can work.  The high priest, a goldsmith, a perfume maker, a city 
leader, and his daughters, all put their shoulders to the work. Their 
names were recorded in the Bible—thirty eight in all—and forty two 
different groups are identified, with the total number of laborers  
estimated to be well in the hundreds, perhaps even thousands. 

The people worked with all of their hearts, side by side. Families 
worked together to build the section of the wall just in front of their 
own home. When those with more skill and energy finished their 
own section, they went on to help others. The things that are too 
much for just one person or even a few are achievable when everyone 
rises up and gets involved. It took only fifty-two days to complete the 
task. By contrast, it took eight months to repaint and repair the Brent 
Spence Bridge!

As the saying goes, many hands make light work. This proverb was 
first recorded in English in the early 1300’s, and is still true today. 
God has strategically placed us where he wants us to be in order to 
accomplish great things. He has an important work for us to do—es-
pecially here at Westwood First—and there is much to be done! 
 

Blessings,

Jeff
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     Finance UpdateFinance Update

Our Music Ministry!
On Sunday, October 2, our Concert Series opened its 40th Anniversary Season with success! The audience of 
150+ was treated to extraordinary brass playing, led by Marie Speziale, a Cincinnati treasure! We also enjoyed 
the amazing talent of Carrie Hennessy, soprano, who filled the sanctuary with talent and joy! We can expect a 
similar return concert in the near future!

Please mark your calendars for Sunday, December 4, when we will welcome the sounds of jazz – the James Bunte 
Jazz Trio from CCM will offer a concert of varied jazz styles, again joined by a vocalist. You can expect a few 
Christmas Holiday numbers as well! We are excited with the return of our series, along with the return of sup-
portive and appreciative audiences, to Westwood First. Please plan to join in on wonderful music and the fellow-
ship that comes with it! You should be proud of this outreach!

Our Chancel Choir and Chancel Bells are enjoying regular rehearsals and planning for special services ahead. 
Not to be missed is Vivaldi’s Gloria – to be presented in worship on Sunday, December 18, with orchestra.

We are truly blessed with these music opportunities, which enhance what we have at Westwood First – a family 
of faith and fellowship.

Thanks be to God.
Heather MacPhail, Director of Music Ministries

As autumn settles in, WFPC turns its attention toward closely assessing our present 
fiscal position and initiating plans to meet our 2023 financial needs:
1. A Statement of Giving, recently mailed to your home, identifies your monetary gifts 

made from January through September of 2022.  Another such statement reporting 
your total 2022 donations will be mailed in January, 2023.  Please direct any ques-
tions concerning these documents to Mary Ellen Betz (513-353-3342).

2. Individual/family offerings at the end of the third quarter 2022 were about 15% 
below the budgeted receipt figure.  Your continued generous participation in giving 
to church operations is needed and will be valued in assisting our church to end this 
year with a healthy financial status.

3. Also, November brings our annual Thanksgiving Offering, providing each of us the 
opportunity to make a special gift in appreciation of God’s presence and blessings in 
our lives.  As in recent years, funds collected from this offering will be used to meet 
priority unbudgeted operational needs.

4. Finally, a positive focus on stewardship and giving will be integrated into worship services, regular email blasts, a 
pledge letter, and other communications between now and the end of 2022.  Our church family has always come 
together to meet the challenges for ongoing operations.  Please join with others in these efforts as you plan your 
2023 gifting. 

 

THANK YOU!

P.S. Be on the lookout for “the pigs”!

mailto:macphaha%40miamioh.edu?subject=


Mission
City Gospel Mission’s Thanksgiving Exchange 
and The Christmas Store at Westwood First
It’s time again to get ready for the City Gospel Mission’s Thanksgiving Ex-
change and The Christmas Store. Westwood First will host these events again 
for the fifth year and we need your help!

Dates of Events
• Shoppers will come in two time periods (Mornings 9:00am - 1:00pm and Evenings 5:00pm - 9:00pm)
• The Thanksgiving Exchange will be open to shoppers for 5 days: Thursday through Saturday, November 17th, 18th, 

19th;  closed Sunday; reopens Monday and Tuesday November 21st and 22nd.
• The Christmas Store will be open to shoppers for 4 days: Wednesday through Saturday, December 7th, 8th, 9th and 10th. 

How it Works 
A network of participating urban churches refer families in need to City Gospel Mission. Again this year, WFPC 
will be referring families identified by Westwood School.
• At the Thanksgiving Exchange, such families can pay $10 and in exchange, they can select from a wide vari-

ety of food items, including a ham or turkey, to provide their family with a nice Thanksgiving dinner. 
• Similarly, for The Christmas Store, referred families pay $10/child. Parents can select from their choice of 

children’s clothing, toys, or bikes, subject to limitations.

COVID-19 Precautions
This year, we’ll again be following CDC recommendations regarding COVID-19 precautions. Overall, the strategies are:
• Limiting the number of rooms used and number of people who will be inside, as well the time spent there.
• For both the Thanksgiving Exchange and Christmas Store, we will observe the limits of 3 shoppers in the 

Hospitality Room and 3 folks shopping at any one time. People will wait in their cars until the staff indicate 
that they are ready for more shoppers.

• For the Christmas Store, no decision has yet been made as to whether there will be a gift-wrapping station. 
Regardless, gift wrap will be offered.

How WFPC can Help
• Volunteer to be Parking Hosts – Sometimes it’s tough for someone who hasn’t been here before to find 

their way into our church. We station volunteer parking hosts at the Harrison Ave. driveway and also in the 
rear (main) parking lot. Our job is to make the visitors feel welcomed and to direct them to the parking area 
and entrance to the church. This year, we will again be communicating with the staff regarding the numbered 
parking space at which the shopper will be waiting.  Please sign up for this by contacting Karl Graham at 
grahamkarl@fuse.net or at 513-484-8802, or Jeri Rathkamp at jrathkamp@fuse.net or 513-478-1787.

• Give gifts through the City Gospel Mission Christmas Giving Tree - Look for the City Gospel 
Mission Christmas Giving Tree in the church Parlor. Take some ornaments from the tree in the narthex and 
buy a toy and children’s clothing to be sold at the Christmas Store held right here at WFPC. Please place the 
gifts under the tree, unwrapped, by Sunday, Dec. 4th.  Gift wrap and ribbons are also appreciated. See Page 9 
for The Christmas Store Shopping Guide.

  
We are proud to host the City Gospel Mission’s Thanksgiving Exchange and Christmas Store, especially during 
these tough economic times. More reminders - on dates, times and how to help - will be issued as time draws 
nearer for each event. Your participation is needed to help make these very worthwhile events successful. 
Whether it’s time or treasure or both, your generosity is very much appreciated.

Butter Drive
Once again, we will be helping City Gospel Mission 
in getting donations for butter. Our goal this year is 
to raise $2,000 to supply 500 pounds of butter. Look 
for the bright yellow envelopes in the Narthex, and 
choose one according to how much you wish to 
give. Put your donation in its yellow envelope in the 
offering plate or send it to the church office. Make 
sure to mark it as being for the Butter Drive. Please make your 
contribution by Sunday, November 13th. Of course, any contri-
butions received later are certainly most welcome. Look for the 
“Buttermometer” in the Narthex to track our progress!



                 Member MemosMember Memos

Nancy Renken  November 1
Blake Wanek   November 3
Carol Carpenter  November 4
Jayne Patton   November 5
Diane Ringshauser  November 5
Lillian Brennan  November 8
Joe Kiradjieff   November 9
Sharon Ulrich   November 9
Denny Richmond  November 10
Vicki Schickner  November 11
John Rathkamp  November 11
Hannah Babicke  November 12
Marc Baverman  November 13
Diana Cron   November 13
Barbara Holub  November 14
Ross Renken   November 20
Susan Greenlee  November 21
Oscar Baverman  November 23
LeeAnn Galioto  November 26
Mary Beth Baverman  November 30

Janice & Michael Kahsar       November 11  55 Yrs
William & Barbara Holub     November 20   74 Yrs
Nancy & William Renken     November 20  40 Yrs
Brian & Diana Cron                 November 26  28  Yrs
If your birthday or anniversary comes and goes and you didn’t 
find your name in the Parish Bell, we don’t have that informa-
tion to properly recognize you.  If you’d like to be included in 
Birthdays and Anniversaries, please email steve@wfpc.org

Lay Leaders
A second big THANK YOU to 
Cathie DeFazio for all her hard 
work over the last several years 

in arranging for lay worship leaders each week. She is step-
ping down from that role for health reasons, and so we want 
to let her know how much she is appreciated for all that she’s 
done! Wendy Beckman will take on that role. If you’re inter-
ested in being a lay leader, please let Wendy know!

November Sunday Sextons are: 
November 6:    Bruce Smith
November 13:  John & Jeri Rathkamp
November 20:  Patti Grace
November 27:  Bode Olakanmi
 A big thanks to Bruce Smith, John & Jeri 
Rathkamp, Andy Patton and Bode Olakan-
mi for taking on the Sunday Sexton duties 
in October.
If you are interested in helping out, just talk 
to one of these volunteers to see how easy it is and contact 
Andy Patton at 513-382-8505 to reserve your spot.

All Saints’ Day
Sunday, November 6; 10:30am
Sanctuary 
On this day, we will commemorate the 
lives of the faithful departed in one of the 
oldest festivals in the church year.  If you 
wish to have a loved one or friend who 
has died in the past year (11/1/2021 to 
present) remembered on All Saints’ Day, 

please submit that person’s name, along with a phonetic 
spelling if needed to Jeff(jeff@wfpc.org) or Steve(steve@
wfpc.org) by Wednesday, November 2.

Across: 1 Knapsack, 5 Opened, 
9 Laughing, 10 Cocoon, 12 Eaten, 
13 Lamenting, 14 Tribes, 16 Sackbut, 
19 Burdens, 21 Moaned, 23 Threshing, 
25 Cakes, 26 Colony, 27 Advocate, 
28 Eldest, 29 Housetop. 

Down: 1 Killed, 2 Adulterer, 3 Sihon, 
4 Candles, 6 Phoenicia, 7 Naomi, 
8 Dung Gate, 11 Amos, 15 Blessings, 
17 Breakfast, 18 Obstacle, 20 Ship, 
21 Megiddo, 22 Asleep, 24 Ruled, 
25 Cross. 

Bible Crossword by BiblePuzzles.com

October’s   October’s   
Crossword SolutionCrossword Solution
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Westwood Women’s Club
Monday, November 28, 1:00pm
Dining Room
The Culper Spy Ring,
Mark Holland,
Sons of the American Revolution

General George Washington, commander of the Con-
tinental Army, needed information on British Troop 
movement during the Revolutionary War. A Young 
cavalry officer named Benjamin Tallmadge recruited a 
small group of men and women from his hometown of 
Setauket, Long Island to establishj a spy ring. This spy 
ring became the most effective intelligence gathering 
operation on either side of the war.

Princesses Ballet
Friday, October 28; 6:00pm - 8:00pm
Join us for gathering with the Princesses Ballet. 
There will be food (the menu is still undecided), and 
more importantly, an opportunity to meet these ex-
ceptional young ladies and the incredibly dedicated 
volunteers. If you’d like to help out, or attend, please 
let Jeff or Linda Gardner know. Many thanks to the 
Congregational Life committee for agreeing to host!

Westwood Historical Society
Wednesday, November 9; 7:00pm
Lower Sanctuary 
The Mill Creek - Past, Present, and Future
With the Ohio River so close, we tend to dis-
count the significance of the creeks that run 
through our region.  A waterway that is particu-

larly significant for the west side is the Mill Creek.  It played 
a major role in how and when communities grew to the west 
of the city center since crossing the creek and getting up the 
western hills posed a challenge.  Over time, the creek be-
came an underappreciated asset and became very polluted. 
Due to the diligence of many volunteers and organizations, 
the creek has made a comeback and is even the home of 
the Mill Creek Yacht Club.  Someone from the Mill Creek 
Alliance will discuss the history of the creek, its state today, 
and hope for the future.

What’s Goin’ OnWhat’s Goin’ On
Circle 1 
Monday, November 14; 7:00pm 
Home of Sandy Bauman
PW Circle One meets on the second 
Monday of each month, generally at 7:00 
pm. This year we are continuing with 
the Presbyterian Women’s Horizon Bible 

Study entitled, “Celebrating Sabbath”.  The author is help-
ing us to Understand God’s gift of “rest and delight” and 
encouraging us to find ways to bring that gift into every 
aspect of our lives.  
New members are always welcome and questions can be 
directed to Holly Scheper (hollyscheper@cinci.rr.com), 
Diane Heilmann (dmheilmann@aol.com) or Beth 
Kochheiser (ebeth2@mac.com)
Hanging of the Greens
November 26th, 9:30 am
Come and join us as we decorate the Come and join us as we decorate the 
church for the Christmas season.church for the Christmas season.
There will be coffee available and There will be coffee available and 
feel free to bring some goodies to share. Time to get feel free to bring some goodies to share. Time to get 
in the Christmas spirit with church friends and bring in the Christmas spirit with church friends and bring 
friends. Can use someone to climb stepladder to put friends. Can use someone to climb stepladder to put 
up wreaths in sanctuary. Many hands make light up wreaths in sanctuary. Many hands make light 
work, and we get done quicker. Deck our Halls with work, and we get done quicker. Deck our Halls with 
Christmas cheer, Fa la la la la, la la la la!Christmas cheer, Fa la la la la, la la la la!

Presbyterian Women Luncheon
Thursday, December 1; 12:00pm
Calvin Hall
We kick off the Christmas season with 
a speaker and program that we know 
everyone will enjoy.  Our own Heather 
MacPhail will share with us about her work in music 
OTHER than at WFPC (if you can imagine she even 
has time for that!) and we will enjoy sharing carols and 
Christmas music together.

Reformation Sunday
Sunday, October 30; 10:30am
Sanctuary
God’s Word says that we are saved by grace through 
faith in Christ Jesus and not by our own efforts or 
works (Ephesians 2:8-9). Grace Alone. Faith Alone.

Tuesday School
Tuesdays at 6:30pm; Moorhead Room
There are a few books available for our 
next Monday School gathering—WHICH 
IS NOW TAKING PLACE ON TUESDAYS. 

Don’t forget to fall back on November 6th.  Take ad-Don’t forget to fall back on November 6th.  Take ad-
vantage of that extra hour of sleep lest you find yourself vantage of that extra hour of sleep lest you find yourself 
sitting in an empty pew waiting for everyone else to sitting in an empty pew waiting for everyone else to 
arrive. Of course, that does give you an opportunity to arrive. Of course, that does give you an opportunity to 
consider all you have to be thankful for.consider all you have to be thankful for.

Rummage Sale 
Saturday, November 5th  

9:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.
It’s not too late to finish your sum-
mer downsizing, or too early to start 

your fall house cleaning. With your donations, our PW Missions 
will benefit, the scouting programs will raise needed funds, and 
you’ll feel better too! If you are unable to bring the items yourself 
and need to have them picked-up, please call Mary Beth Baver-

man (513) 678-2536 and we will arrange transportation.
Toys, children’s clothing, accessories, housewares, appli-
ances/electronics that work, holiday decorations, books, 
tools, sporting goods, artwork, lamps, garden, collectibles, 

outerwear (all sizes), flat screen TVs, etc.

NO ADULT CLOTHING, TUBE TVs, DESKS, ENTER-
TAINMENT CENTERS, MATTRESSES. 

https://wfpc.org/event/circle-1-6/2022-11-14/


CalendarCalendar

 
Check out the calendar on wfpc.org.  You can view calendar events as a list or as a monthly calendar. In the 
calendar view, simply click on the month to select a new month and year.  While you “hover” over an event in the 
calendar view, more details will show themselves about that event.  While in list view, click on the date to pick a 
new date to begin your list.  In either view, if you click on the event, all the details about that event will appear.

(click me)

https://wfpc.org/events/month/2022-11/
http://wfpc.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Edwsf-8F3sI&t=9s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UqItlHUSN-4
https://wfpc.org/event/circle-1-6/2022-11-14/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Edwsf-8F3sI&t=9s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Edwsf-8F3sI&t=9s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Edwsf-8F3sI&t=9s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Edwsf-8F3sI&t=9s


Across

1 Body of water the 
Israelites walked 
through (3,3)

5 As Gideon, Othniel and 
others did (6)

10 Very salty water! (4,3)

11 Brave fighter (7)

12 Queen of Persia (6)

15 Combat (6)

16 Ceremonies (7)

17 City of Persian kings (4)

18 Posted (4)

19 Descendant of Esau (7)

20 Fair (4)

22 A son of Benjamin (4)

25 Corrupted (7)

27 One of the churches (6)

28 Having the nature of 
God (6)

31 River of Damascus (7)

32 Marriage (7)

33 Ancient unit of 
distance (6)

34 Wanderers (6)

Down

2 Treasurer of Corinth (7)

3 Mary’s relation to 
Martha (6)

4 Seventh king of Israel (4)

5 God’s people (4)

6 Also known as Tabitha (6)

7 Letter (7)

8 Serpents (6)

9 Sacred minister (6)

13 Puzzles (7)

14 Upheaval (7)

15 Erased, when with 
‘out’ (7)

20 Husband of Mary (6)

21 Obedient helper (7)

23 Enlightened (7)

24 Seek retribution (6)

25 As Jesus did with a 

sop (6)

26 Crown (6)

29 Region (4)

30 Jacob was one (4)

Bible Crossword XIV

by Philologus © BiblePuzzles.com
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Academic Tutors: Level 2 Volunteer: Relational Partner 

Role Description: 

 
An Academic Tutor will work with a school-aged Princess to help with her academic studies. 
The tutor will work one-to-one with them to help with homework, test preparation and other 
academic tasks.   
 

Responsibilities: 

• Meet with a Princess for a minimum of 1 hour a week.  
• Work with Princess to help her achieve her academic goals. 
• Develop a trusting relationship with Princess and parent/guardian. 
• Ensure safety and well-being of each student; no child is ever unattended. 

 

Qualifications: 

 
• A passion for the Princesses Ballet mission to transform lives.  
• Have patience, empathy and be able to meet a child where they are academically. 
• A problem solver, effective communicator and a great listener. 
• A desire to help children succeed academically. 
• Minimum age:  16 years old. 
• Must register annually with City Gospel Mission and complete a background check.  

 

Time Commitment: 

 
• Minimum of 1 hour a week during the school year: September-May 
• Mondays-Fridays from 6:00pm-7:00pm and/or Saturdays 12:45pm-1:45pm 

 

 
Training: 

 

• 1 hour training session after an approved background check 
• CGM Understanding Poverty Workshop within the first year of volunteering 

 

Contact: 
 

• Chala Lewis: clewis@citygospelmission.org 513-903-2133 
 

 

 

 

“Breaking the cycle of poverty and despair . . . one life at a time” 
 

1805 Dalton Ave. 
Cincinnati, OH 45214 
Phone: (513) 621-2873   
citygospelmission.org 

Breaking the cycle of poverty and despair...one life at a time.
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As Our Service of Worship Ends, 
Our Ministry of Service Begins!

The Parish Bell is the monthly newsletter of Westwood First Presbyterian Church.  

All visitors are welcome to worship with us Sunday at our Traditional Service at 10:30 a.m.    

Church Day Number:  513-661-6846   Fax Number:  513-389-3683
 Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Colarossi, Pastor     ext. 103
 Heather MacPhail, Organist/Director of Music Ministries  ext. 101
 Steve Foster, Communication Coordinator              ext. 105
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