
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Zacchaeus, Ira Thomas 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Zacchaeus, Munir Alawi 

Our Service of  Worship, October 30, 2022 
 

 

Westwood First Presbyterian Church, Cincinnati, OH 

Gathering Around God’s Word 
Welcome and Announcements 

[Please take a moment to silence all mobile devices and prepare for worship.] 

Prelude: “Priere”—Salome    

[* Where indicated (*), those who are able are invited to stand.] 

Ringing of the Tower Bell 

Choral Introit: “All Praise to God for Song God Gives” 

* Call to Worship (Based on Psalm 119—Responsive)   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all!  

And also with you! 

Happy are those who walk in God’s ways. 

Blessed are those who observe God’s commandments. 

Faithful are those whose eyes are fixed on righteousness. 

Joyful are those whose hearts are filled with praise. 

Come, let us love the Lord our God. 

We come to worship the One who leads us in the ways of life. 

Opening Prayer 

 

 



 

* Hymn No. 260 (vv. 1, 3-4): “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”  

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing; 

Our helper he, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing. 

For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe; 

His craft and power are great, and armed with cruel hate, on earth is not his equal. 

And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us, 

We will not fear, for God has willed his truth to triumph through us. 

The prince of darkness grim, we tremble not for him; 

His rage we can endure, for lo! his doom is sure; one little word shall fell him. 

That Word above all earthly powers, no thanks to them, abideth; 

The Spirit and the gifts are ours through him who with us sideth. 

Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also;  

The body they may kill: God's truth abideth still; his kingdom is forever! 

Invitation to Confession/Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Merciful God, you see deep into our hearts and know us better than we know 

ourselves. Forgive us we pray. For the times we turn away from your word, remind 

us that you are the Lord our God, our eternal protector and guide. For our impulses 

of anger and jealousy, scorn or spite, grant us your healing peace. For our resistance 

to forgiveness, generosity and mercy, inspire us with your compassionate love. In 

Christ we pray. Amen. 

A Moment for Silent, Personal Confession 

Assurance of Forgiveness (based on Luke 19:1-10—Responsive) 

The scriptures tell us that God’s love will find us no matter where we are, or far away we 

may have strayed. Just as Jesus found Zacchaeus hiding in a tree, God will find us and 

bring us home. It does not matter what we have done wrong, we still belong to God. We 

have the assurance that God will rescue us. This is the Good News of the Gospel! 

Thanks be to God! 

May the peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

* Response: Gloria Patri (Unison)  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. 

World without end, amen, amen. 

 

Announcements and Prayer Requests 

 A Celebration of Life service for Janet Ziegler will be held at the church on 

Friday, November 4, with a visitation period from 10-11am, followed immediately 

thereafter by the service itself at 11am.  

 November WestFed Food Pantry needs: Spaghetti/pasta, and pasta sauce. 

 Flowers are given by:  

 The Lapp and Draginoff  families in memory of Howard Lapp whose birthday 

would have been November 1st. 

 Phyllis Jefferies in memory of Jerry.  

 Prayers are requested for:  

 Jacqueline Holton, with heart issues that will require surgery.   

 Bridgette Rothhaas, at Mercy West Hospital. 

 Jan Rice and Kristine Von Holle, friends of Sandy Morris  

 Elizabeth Durrell recovering from a broken hip. 

 Diane Ringshauser, who is undergoing chemotherapy.  

 Kyle Kimball, Bob and Donna’s son, undergoing tests.  

 Jan Rice and Kristine Von Holle, friends of Sandy Morris. 

 DJ Hines, Sandy Morris’ brother-in-law. 

 Bonnie Shuman, Heather’s sister, recovering from recent health issues. 

 Ruth Peck, a friend of Barb Nieman, as well as Barb’s cousin Claudia. 

 Vicki Schickner and her family, in the wake of John’s passing. 

 Bob Peters, a friend of Denny and Beth Richmond. 

 Walt Albers, Linda Gardner’s brother, facing cancer surgery.  

 Linda Kugele who continues to deal with breathing issues.  

 Our homebound members and friends.  

 Our Scouting units, their families and leaders.  

 Our Session, our committees, and the discernment team.  

 Our partnership with City Gosel Mission’s Princesses Ballet.  

 

 

 



 

Moment for Meditation: Zacchaeus 

Jesus mirrors his Father’s unconditional love for sinners, in today’s gospel when he visited 

Jericho. Zacchaeus was a tax collector and a great sinner.  He became a wealthy man by 

cheating people out of their money, so why was he interested in a religious figure like 

Jesus?  Something Christ said must have touched the colder 

recesses of his heart, because Jesus looked up and told him to 

“come down quickly, for today I must stay at your house.”  

Zacchaeus must have reacted with astonishment and it makes you 

wonder if Jesus laughed about his reaction? The gospel said 

Zacchaeus received him with great joy.  And of course the crowd 

was jealous because Zacchaeus was such a sinner, and they 

complained so much that Zacchaeus promised to repay everyone 

four times what he owed them.  

Zacchaeus would not have stopped cheating and stealing from people if it wasn’t for Christ’s 

acceptance of him, just as he was.  Christ loved him, accepted Zacchaeus unconditionally, 

and personally included him in his life, even though he knew what a great sinner he was. 

This is what caused Zacchaeus’ change of heart. 

Love is the only thing that causes conversion. If we just knew how to love more like Christ 

loves people, our world would change and become a better place. Just as Jesus was rooted 

in His Father’s love, our heart needs to be centered in God’s unconditional love for us, in 

order for us to be able to begin loving other people the way that Jesus did. 

Zacchaeus was definitely the recipient of grace in the gospel reading today though.  He 

received an overabundance of grace, because he was physically close to Jesus.  Zacchaeus 

drew near to Jesus, and Jesus in turn drew near to him, to the point of actually staying in his 

house. However, Zacchaeus didn’t set a good example for anyone in his community, they 

looked down on him for the kind of life he led.  But the beautiful example of Zacchaeus’ 

life is how he set things right again.  Zacchaeus recognized the truth in Jesus’ words when 

he heard them, and then he did something about it. 

If our lives have been less than perfect, then Zacchaeus can give us hope that things can be 

set right again in our lives as well, no matter what the past may be.  Christ didn’t judge 

Zacchaeus.  On the contrary, he invited himself to dinner at his house!  Maybe we could 

work a little harder on inviting Jesus into our homes as well.  That would be a good thought 

for the day.  How can we invite Jesus to enter into our homes a little more than what we 

have been doing lately, and truly make him the center of our lives?  

~ Laura Kazlas 

Proclaiming God’s Word 
Prayer for Illumination  

Scripture Reading: Romans 3:21-26—Justified by Grace Through Faith 

21 But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed and is attested 

by the Law and the Prophets, 22 the righteousness of God through the faith of Jesus 

Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all have sinned and fall short 

of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption 

that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, 

effective through faith.  

He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had 

passed over the sins previously committed; 26 it was to demonstrate at the present time his 

own righteousness, so that he is righteous and he justifies the one who has the faith of 

Jesus. 

Gospel Reading: Luke 19:1-10—Jesus and Zacchaeus 

1 He entered Jericho and was passing through it. 2 A man was there named Zacchaeus; he 

was a chief tax collector and was rich. 3 He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on 

account of the crowd he could not, because he was short in stature. 4 So he ran ahead and 

climbed a sycamore tree to see him, because he was going to pass that way. 5 When Jesus 

came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I 

must stay at your house today.” 6 So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. 

7 All who saw it began to grumble and said, “He has gone to be the guest of one who is a 

sinner.” 8 Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Look, half of my possessions, Lord, 

I will give to the poor, and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four 

times as much.” 9 Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, 

because he, too, is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save 

the lost.” 

Sermon: “Unexpected God” 

Responding to God’s Word 
Invitation to Stewardship 

[No offering will be collected. Please place your offerings in the baskets located at the 

entrances to the sanctuary. Thank you for your generosity—now and always!] 

 



 

Offertory Prayer (Unison) 

Gracious and Loving God, giver of all that is good and true and beautiful and life-

giving. Our offerings represent our sweat, our lives, and our dreams, tokens of our 

gratitude for all your good gifts. We present them in thanksgiving for all we have 

received, all we are inspired to be, and all we are challenged to become. May they be 

the first fruits of all we have, not what is left over, so that we may give as you have 

given to us. May we see them as our offering to you, sacred, holy, yet filled with 

earthly possibilities, as we give of our very selves. We ask in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

Offertory Anthem: “Immortal, Invisible”—arr. Gerald Peterson   

Chancel Choir, Heather MacPhail, Director  

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

[During the prayer, everyone will have an opportunity to offer a joy or concern aloud. 

During the pause, feel free to call out the name of someone for whom prayer is requested, 

or briefly, a joy or concern on your heart. The prayer concludes with the Lord’s Prayer.]  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will   

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us—not into temptation—but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Bearing God’s Word Into the World 
* Hymn No. 466: “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”  

O for a thousand tongues to sing my dear Redeemer’s praise, 

The glories of my God and King, the triumphs of His grace! 

Jesus, the name that charms our fears, that bids our sorrows cease; 

‘Tis music in the sinner’s ears, ‘tis life, and health, and peace. 

Christ breaks the power of reigning, and sets the prisoner free; 

Christ’s blood can make the sinful clean; Christ’s blood availed for me. 

My gracious Master and my God, assist me to proclaim, 

To spread through all the earth abroad, the honors of Thy name. 

Charge and Benediction  

Choral Response: “Sevenfold Amen”—John Stainer 

Postlude: “A Mighty Fortress”—arr. Franklin D. Ashdown 

Leading Worship This Morning 
Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi, Pastor 

Heather MacPhail, Organist/Director of Music Ministries 

Jason Dennison, Videographer/Director of Technology 

 


