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Westwood First Presbyterian Church, Cincinnati, OH 

Gathering Around God’s Word 
Welcome and Announcements 

[Please take a moment to silence all mobile devices and prepare for worship.] 

Prelude: “Sweet Hour of Prayer”—arr. Dale Wood 

[* Where indicated (*), those who are able are invited to stand.] 

Ringing of the Tower Bell 

Choral Introit: “Praise the Lord”—Douglas E. Wagner 

* Call to Worship (Isaiah 12:3-6—Responsive)   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all!  

And also with you! 

Give thanks to the Lord! Praise His name!  

Tell the whole world what God has done—His mighty acts on our behalf. 

Sing to the Lord, for he has done wonderful things for us! 

Raise your hearts and voices! Shout and sing your praise! 

For great is the Holy One who lives among us! 

We come this day to worship our God with thanks and praise! 

Opening Prayer 

 

 



 

* Hymn No.  461 (vv. 1, 2, 4): “God Is Here!”  

God is here! As we your people meet to offer praise and prayer, 

May we find in fuller measure what it is in Christ we share. 

Here, as in the world around us, all our varied skills and arts 

Wait the coming of the Spirit into open minds and hearts.  

Here are symbols to remind us of our lifelong need of grace; 

Here are table, font, and pulpit; here the cross has central place. 

Here in honesty of preaching, here in silence, as in speech, 

Here, in newness and renewal, God the Spirit comes to each. 

Lord of all, of church and kingdom, in an age of change and doubt, 

Keep us faithful to the gospel; help us work your purpose out. 

Here, in this day’s dedication, all we have to give, receive; 

We, who cannot live without you, we adore you! We believe! 

Invitation to Confession/Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Most Holy and Merciful Father, we confess to you and to one another, that we have 

sinned against you by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have 

not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength. We have not fully loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. We have not always had in us the mind of Christ. You 

alone know how often we have grieved you by wasting your gifts, by wandering from 

your ways. Forgive us, we pray you, most merciful Father; and free us from our sin. 

Renew in us the grace and strength of your Holy Spirit. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

A Moment for Silent, Personal Confession 

Assurance of Forgiveness (based on Isaiah 41:10—responsive) 

Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I 

will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. In the name of Jesus Christ, 

we are forgiven.  

Thanks be to God! 

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us also forgive one another. The peace of Christ 

be with you. 

And also with you. 

* Response: Gloria Patri (Unison)  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. 

World without end, amen, amen. 

Announcements and Prayer Requests 

 October WestFed Food Pantry needs: Peanut Butter, jelly, bars of soap 

 Flowers are given in memory of:  

 Reverend Dr. Everett C. and Hilda Moorhead by their children. 

 Wanda Mosbacker by the Ulrich Family.  

 Prayers are requested for:  

 Bridgette Rothhaas, at Mercy West Hospital. 

 Katie Bannigan, a friend of Sandy Morris, having shoulder surgery. 

 Elizabeth Durrell recovering from a broken hip. 

 Diane Ringshauser, who is undergoing chemotherapy.  

 Janet Zeigler as she continues to battle cancer. 

 Kyle Kimball, Bob and Donna’s son, undergoing tests.  

 Anna Rechel, recovering from hip replacement surgery last week.  

 DJ Hines, Sandy Morris’ brother-in-law. 

 Bonnie Shuman, Heather’s sister, recovering from recent health issues. 

 Ruth Peck, a friend of Barb Nieman, as well as Barb’s cousin Claudia. 

 Vicki Schickner and her family, in the wake of John’s passing. 

 Bob Peters, a friend of Denny and Beth Richmond. 

 Walt Albers, Linda Gardner’s brother, facing cancer surgery.  

 Bob and Cindy Robertson, friends of Pastor Jeff and Jane. 

 Lore McBain and her family, cousin of Pastor Jeff. 

 Cathie and Larry DeFazio, dealing with on-going health issues.  

 Linda Kugele who continues to deal with breathing issues.  

 Our homebound members and friends.  

 Our Scouting units, their families and leaders.  

 Our Session, our committees, and the discernment team.  

 Our partnership with City Gosel Mission’s Princesses Ballet.  

 

 

 

 



 

Moment for Meditation: John 5:1-18   
The man healed in this story is perhaps the least willing and the least grateful of all the 

people Jesus heals in John’s Gospel. If ever we are tempted to think that God’s healing 

depends on the quality or quantity of a person’s faith, this passage offers a strong corrective. 

The man whom Jesus heals shows no sign of faith in Jesus or of gratitude for what Jesus 

has done for him.  

When confronted by the religious authorities about carrying his mat on the Sabbath, he 

deflects blame to the man who healed him, whose name he has not even bothered to learn. 

And when he meets Jesus again and learns his name, he immediately tells the authorities the 

identity of the man they seek. Perhaps the man thinks that if the authorities go after Jesus, 

they will leave him alone.  

The religious authorities are convinced that Jesus is a sinner because he heals on the 

Sabbath. From the perspective of John’s Gospel, however, unbelief is the fundamental sin; 

it is rejection of the One sent by God. When Jesus meets the healed man in the temple, he 

tells him, “See, you have been made well! Do not sin anymore, so that nothing worse 

happens to you.”  

The “sin” that Jesus refers to is the sin of unbelief. There are worse things than being 

reproached by religious authorities for breaking the Sabbath. If the man persists in his 

unbelief and indifference to Jesus, he risks incurring the judgment of God, which matters 

far more than that of the religious authorities. 

One might wonder why Jesus chose this particular man to heal out of all the invalids lying 

around the pool of Bethzatha. It seems like he could have made a better choice! Yet here 

we see that the compassion and healing power of Jesus are not reserved only for those who 

are “deserving,” for those whose faith is great and who respond to healing by believing in 

and following Jesus. Certainly Jesus heals such people also. But here Jesus heals one whose 

lack of faith leads him to cooperate with those who persecute Jesus, who even seek to kill 

Jesus. 

John’s Gospel does not answer the question of why certain people are healed and others are 

not. But this passage makes it clear that healing is not a matter of having “enough” faith (as 

if that could be measured). That is not how Jesus operates. Clearly Jesus does not heal for 

the benefits to himself in gratitude or praise or devotion. He heals people simply because 

this is the work of his Father.  

~ Elisabeth Johnson, workingpreacher.org 
 

Proclaiming God’s Word 
Prayer for Illumination  

Gospel Reading: John 5:1-18—Jesus Heals on the Sabbath  

1 After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 2 Now in 

Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew Beth-zatha, which has five 

porticoes. 3 In these lay many ill, blind, lame, and paralyzed people. 5 One man was there 

who had been ill for thirty-eight years.  

6 When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had been there a long time, he said to 

him, “Do you want to be made well?” 7 The ill man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to 

put me into the pool when the water is stirred up, and while I am making my way someone 

else steps down ahead of me.” 8 Jesus said to him, “Stand up, take your mat and walk.” 9 At 

once the man was made well, and he took up his mat and began to walk. 

Now that day was a Sabbath. 10 So the Jews said to the man who had been cured, “It is the 

Sabbath; it is not lawful for you to carry your mat.” 11 But he answered them, “The man 

who made me well said to me, ‘Take up your mat and walk.’” 12 They asked him, “Who 

is the man who said to you, ‘Take it up and walk’?” 13 Now the man who had been healed 

did not know who it was, for Jesus had disappeared in the crowd that was there. 14 Later 

Jesus found him in the temple and said to him, “See, you have been made well! Do not 

sin anymore, so that nothing worse happens to you.”  

15 The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him 

well. 16 Therefore the Jews started persecuting Jesus, because he was doing such things on 

the Sabbath. 17 But Jesus answered them, “My Father is still working, and I also am 

working.” 18 For this reason the Jews were seeking all the more to kill him, because he 

was not only breaking the Sabbath but was also calling God his own Father, thereby 

making himself equal to God. 

Sermon: “Made Well” 

Responding to God’s Word 
Affirmation of Faith (From the 1983 Brief Statement of Faith of the PCUSA—unison) 

In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune 

God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. We trust in God the 

Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life.           [continued] 
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The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to 

love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all believers in the one body of 

Christ, the Church. The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles and 

rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture.  

In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to 

witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in 

Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with 

others for justice, freedom, and peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, 

we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as 

we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 

Invitation to Stewardship 

[No offering will be collected. Please place your offerings in the baskets located at the 

entrances to the sanctuary. Thank you for your generosity—now and always!] 

Offertory Prayer (Unison) 

Generous God, we come to you in thanksgiving, knowing that all we are and all that 

we have is a gift from you. We offer to you this day all the facets of our lives, whether 

it be at home, at work, or at school. We seek to be patient, to be merciful, to be 

generous, to be holy. Give us the wisdom and insight to understand your will for us 

and the fervor to carry out our good intentions. We offer our gifts of time, talent and 

possessions to you as a true act of faith, to reflect our love for you and our neighbors. 

Help us to reach out to others as you have reached out to us. This we pray in Jesus’ 

name. Amen. 

Offertory Anthem: “With A Voice of Singing”—Martin Shaw  

Chancel Choir, Heather MacPhail, Director 

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

[During the prayer, everyone will have an opportunity to offer a joy or concern aloud. 

During the pause, feel free to call out the name of someone for whom prayer is requested, 

or briefly, a joy or concern on your heart. The prayer concludes with the Lord’s Prayer.]  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will   

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us—not into temptation—but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Bearing God’s Word Into the World 
* Hymn No.  398: “There’s A Sweet, Sweet Spirit”  

There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place, and I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord; 

There are sweet expressions on each face, and I know they feel the presence of the Lord. 

Refrain: Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet heavenly Dove,  

Stay right here with us, filling us with your love. 

And for these blessings we lift our hearts in praise;  

Without a doubt we’ll know that we have been revived,  

When we shall leave this place. 

There are blessings you cannot receive till you know Him in His fullness and believe; 

You’re the one to profit when you say, “I am going to walk with Jesus all the way.” 

[Refrain] 

Charge and Benediction  

Choral Response: “The Grace of the Lord Jesus”—Yarrington  

Postlude: “Prelude in G Major”—J.S. Bach 

Leading Worship This Morning 
Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi, Pastor 

Heather MacPhail, Organist/Director of Music Ministries    

Jason Dennison, Videographer/Director of Technology  

Sharon Ulrich, Lay Worship Leader 

 

 

 


