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Sermon for September 18, 2022—“Everyday People” 

Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time—Texts: 1 Corinthians 1:27-29; Matthew 5:13-16 

It never ceases to amaze me to see the ordinary people God used in the Bible. From cover 

to cover, the Bible has shown us ordinary men and women, perceived as flawed—failures, 

weak and lowly, but they were able to meet the needs of others, were instruments of His 

peace, and shared His Good News. God Works in mysterious ways, yes—without doubt—

but far more often, God uses ordinary people in the most extraordinary ways! 

Sometimes I think God was looking for the people with the messiest lives. Here are a few 

examples:  

• Moses was a murderer, and an outlaw who fled for his life to Midian, where he 

became a lowly shepherd. 

• David was an adulterer, who arranged for the murder of his lover’s husband, and 

disobeyed God’s direction. 

• Peter was outspoken and impulsive, and when he had the chance to defend Jesus, 

he vehemently denied him, not once—but three times. 

• The unnamed woman at the well, shunned by the others in her village for heaven 

knows what reason, who as both a Samaritan (who were enemies of the Jewish 

people), and a woman—was a persona non grata. 

• Paul was a vicious persecutor of Christians set on destroying Christianity. He held 

the cloaks of the ones who stoned Stephen and stood there and watched and 

probably cheered them on!  

It almost seems like God was on the lookout for the most unlikely to work out His will. 

What did God see in these people? God looked past all their shortcomings, their sins and 

faults, and saw—at the very least—a capacity for great faith in their hearts.  

He saw Moses as a leader of His people. He was brought up an Egyptian prince, after all. 

While it took some persuading on God’s part—it usually does—Moses was obedient and 

faithful, even in his fear. 

God called David “…a man after my own heart.” David—for all his failures—had a firm 

faith in God, and in God’s forgiving nature. He was quick to confess his sins, and became 

the greatest king of Israel.  

Peter, talk about a hot mess, putting his foot in his mouth at practically every turn, he was 

the leader of the disciples themselves nondescript, and nothing to write home about. Yet, 

Peter boldly professed his faith in Jesus as the Messiah, and the one Jesus picked to be the 

rock upon which He would build His church. The rest of the disciples went to the corners 

of the earth, and changed the world. 

God used Paul’s training as a Pharisee and his tenacity to transform him into a great 

preacher of the Gospel and author of a third of the New Testament.  
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The Samaritan woman was the first person to whom Jesus revealed that He was the 

Messiah. She was responsible for helping bring the Gospel to her people, boldly going into 

her village to introduce them to Jesus. 

And lest we forget, it was “In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when 

Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother 

Philip, ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 

during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John, 

son of Zechariah, in the wilderness.” All those important people, and the Word of God 

came to a strange looking man who lived in the desert, wearing strange clothes, and eating 

strange food, you know—John the Baptist! 

So we have all these people the unlikeliest of people being used by God. And don’t get me 

started on all of the older people, people 75, 100 years old—Abraham, Simeon, Anna, and 

so on. Do you see where I’m going with this? 

God used each one of these people as improbable as it may seem.   On their own, they had 

much working against them. But their willingness to say “yes” to God changed both their 

lives, and the world, and their stories are still being told today. So my question is—Why 

do we resist? I’ve heard pretty much every excuse. Folks have said they don’t feel needed. 

Ah, trust me—we need you! 

I’ve heard that only professionals can or should do it. As I’ve pointed out, the Bible says 

otherwise. Folks have had bad past experiences—I get that. If such has been the case—

let’s talk! Here’s one I hear a lot—no time. If you work full time—I get it. If not—if you’re 

retired, well then I might be inclined to question your priorities. Either way—we can find 

something for you! 

I’ve encountered folks, who fear commitment—for lots of reasons. I get that too. So what 

is it? Do we feel too “ordinary” for God to use you? Too unqualified? Inexperienced? 

Maybe you feel as if you’ve nothing left to give? That you’ve never had anything to give? 

Maybe we look at our lives, and see broken dreams, a sense of failure, or hear an inner 

voice that tells us that, “I’m not good enough. I’m not smart enough. I’m not (whatever) 

enough.” As I say—I get it! But brothers and sisters, this is where God does some of his 

best work. 

In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but 

those who are sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” You can make 

a full-blown mess of your life, and Jesus says, “no problem.”  Jesus will take that and use 

that too! Think about it. Did you ever notice that lots of drug and alcohol counselors are 

themselves former addicts and alcoholics? 

Believe me when I say that you’d be surprised what parts of you God can and will use! 

God uses our hardships and failures as a testament to His grace in our lives. God will take 

us and recreate it. Renew us. Transform us into something beautiful. Something for the 

whole world to see!  
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As Paul wrote in our first reading: “God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the 

wise. God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong. God chose what is low 

and despised in the world, things that are not, to abolish things that are…”   

It speaks volumes that Jesus did not use the Jewish priests and elders of His day. At best, 

they were too caught up in the letter of the law. At worst, it was all about appearances—

they were only pretending to be righteous. They were jealous and judgmental. They loved 

their power and authority more than God. 

God wants the world to know of his great love for humankind. He wants the world to know 

that salvation comes through Him through His grace alone not by any effort on our part.   

So if you feel unqualified, or unworthy, guess what? You have the exact qualities that 

God’s looking for! Remember, God’s grace is sufficient for us. God’s strength is made 

perfect in weakness. Like the “thorns” in Paul’s flesh, ours are there for a reason. 

Remember, if we have faith the size of a mustard seed we can move mountains, nothing 

will be impossible for us! As God has transformed so many throughout human history, 

God does no less for us. Everyday people—yeah, yeah! 

And so, brothers and sisters, here’s the thing: God is calling us. Right now. Are we willing? 

Are we ready to let God use us? Are we? As I said last week, this is what so many of us 

have worked for; there is much for us to do; that the time is coming soon when we will all 

have choices to make. What will ours be? How will we respond? 

You may recall that we’ve talked before about the response of many of the prophets to 

God’s call. In Hebrew—one word. “Hineni.” In English three. “Here I am.” When we 

answer God’s call, God will do the rest. 

Thanks be to God. Amen and amen. 

 

 


