
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

"Salt and Light" by Timothy Mietty 
 

This gospel passage has always been a bit of a mystery to me. The first message that we get 

from this passage is that we should live out our faith in public, with the examples of the salt, 

lamp and city showing the irony of not doing so. What always sounded a bit off to me though 

was the salt bit. It made sense that you wouldn’t put a lamp underneath a basket, but salt 

without flavor that made no sense. 

This past Sunday while I was reflecting upon the readings before mass, I focused on, “You 

are the salt of the earth. But if salt loses its taste, with what can it be seasoned?” And then 

it hit me, it doesn’t make any sense and that’s the point. Not only is salt without taste useless, 

but it’s absurd. Such a thing wouldn’t be considered salt, but instead we would call it 

something else. So too is it for those who claim Christ for their own.  

To profess faith in Jesus as savor, without an outward manifestation of that profession is an 

absurdity. If we don’t act on that which we have been given by the grace of God then we 

are like salt without taste, not really salt at all. 

~  Fr. Timothy Eck II 

 

 

Our Service of Worship, September 25, 2022 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Westwood First Presbyterian Church, Cincinnati, OH 

gathering around god’s Word 

Welcome and Announcements 

[Please take a moment to silence all mobile devices and prepare for worship.] 

Prelude: “Devotion”—John Ness Beck 

Ringing of the Tower Bell 

[* Where indicated (*), those who are able are invited to stand.] 

Choral Introit: “Make a Joyful Noise”— Douglas E. Wagner 

* Call to Worship (Responsive)   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all!  

And also with you.  

We gather today to worship the One who created us, 

The One who calls us, 

The One who equips us, 

The One who loves us without end. 

With joyful hearts, let us worship God. 

Opening Prayer 

 

 



 

* Hymn No. 455 (vv. 1, 2, 3, 6): “All Creatures of Our God and King” 

All creatures of our God and King, lift up your voice and with us sing,  

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Thou burning sun with golden beam, thou silver moon with softer gleam, 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Thou rushing wind that art so strong, ye clouds that sail in heaven along, 

O sing ye! Alleluia! 

Thou rising morn in praise rejoice, ye lights of evening, find a voice, 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Thou flowing water, pure and clear, make music for thy God to hear, 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Thou fire so masterful and bright, that givest us both warmth and light, 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

All creatures your Creator bless, and worship God in humbleness, 

O sing ye! Alleluia! 

Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, and praise the Spirit Three in One! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Invitation to Confession/Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Sovereign God, open our hearts and minds that we might admit our faults and accept 

your forgiveness. We confess that we do not follow Jesus in what we do. We love with 

condition. We judge and condemn. We cast the first stone. We do not turn to you as 

the source of our healing. As you have forgiven us, empower us to be imitators of 

Christ in love and service. For it is in His name we humbly pray. Amen. 

A Moment for Silent, Personal Confession 

Assurance of Forgiveness (Responsive) 

Our hope is in God whose steadfast love surrounds us and in whom “is great power to 

redeem.” This power is revealed in Jesus Christ who promises us life where there is death, 

forgiveness where there is sin. Brothers and sisters, in Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  

Thanks be to God. 

Let us respond to this good news by seeking God’s help in becoming the people we have 

been created and called to be. 

With God’s help, we will! 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you! 

 

Announcements and Prayer Requests 

 WestFed Food Pantry needs:  

 September: Soup, crackers and toothpaste. 

 October: Peanut Butter, jelly, bars of soap 

 Flowers are given by  

 Diane Heilmann, Bill Seitz and Mary Beth Baverman in memory of our 

grandparents: Harry and Marie Dick, Albert and Irene Heilmann, and William 

and Elvira Seitz. 

 Linda Gardner in memory of Linda’s parents and brothers. 

 Prayers are requested for:  

 The family of Rita Davey, who died on Set. 19. 

 Anna Rechel, due to have hip replacement surgery 9/27 

 Kyle Kimball, Bob and Donna’s son, undergoing tests.  

 Diane Ringshauser, who is undergoing chemotherapy  

 Bonnie Shuman, Heather’s sister, recovering from recent health issues. 

 The family of Sylvia Roth, in the wake of her recent passing. 

 Ruth Peck, a friend of Barb Neiman. 

 Claudia, Barb Neiman’s cousin. 

 Vicki Schickner and her family, in the wake of John’s passing. 

 Janet Zeigler as she continues to battle cancer. 

 Bob Peters, a friend of Denny and Beth Richmond. 

 Walt Albers, Linda Gardner’s brother, facing cancer surgery.  

 Bob and Cindy Robertson, friends of Pastor Jeff and Jane. 

 Lore McBain and her family, cousins of Pastor Jeff. 

 Cathie and Larry DeFazio, dealing with on-going health issues.  

 Linda Kugele who continues to deal with breathing issues.  

 Our homebound members and friends.  

 Our Scouting units, their families and leaders.  

 Our Session, our committees, and the discernment team.  

 Our partnership with City Gosel Mission’s Princesses Ballet.  

 A BIG THANK YOU to those who have stepped up as Coffee Hour hosts, but 

WE NEED MORE VOLUNTEERS!  Please consider taking a turn this Fall.   

Your Congregational Life Team thanks you!! 

 



 

Moment for Meditation: God can use anyone! 

The prophet Isaiah wrote a prophecy concerning one whom God called “His anointed” 

(Isaiah 44:28-45:25). A man who God would take by the right hand. This man would 

subdue nations, rebuild God’s temple and shepherd the Lord’s people. Who was this man? 

No other than Cyrus the great. A mighty king of Persia who didn’t know God, and who 

followed his own rules. And yet roughly 150 years later, this unbelieving king became an 

instrument of God, proving that not only does God keep His promises, He can use anyone 

to do so. 

Because of their sins of idolatry and rebellion, God allowed the Jewish people to become 

captives and taken to Babylon. But in Jeremiah 29:10 God promised, “For thus says the 

Lord, ‘When seventy years have been completed for Babylon, I will visit you and fulfill My 

good word to you, to bring you back to this place’.” To fulfill this good word, God used 

Cyrus. “The Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he sent a 

proclamation throughout all his kingdom.” (Ezra 1:1) This proclamation allowed the exiled 

Jews to be freed; to return to their holy land and rebuild the temple. Cyrus even restored 

the temple treasures to Jerusalem and allowed building expenses to be paid from the royal 

treasury (Ezra 1:4-11);(Ezra 6:4-5). And all of this happened at God’s hand. He rules all; 

even the actions of a pagan king. For as proverbs 21:1 says, “The king’s heart is like the 

channels of water in the hand of the Lord; He turns it wherever He wishes.” 

Throughout Scripture we find God using believers, nonbelievers, and even His enemies to 

accomplish His will. He is the Sovereign Creator of the universe. And because of this no 

matter what; not our past, not our shortcomings, not even the condition of our hearts 

prevents Him from using us for His purpose. Think about the story of Pharaoh in Exodus. 

We know that God used Moses powerfully to save His people, but He also used Pharaoh 

to bring about His desired results. Just like Paul says in Romans 9:17, “For the Scripture 

says to Pharaoh, ‘For this very purpose I raised you up, to demonstrate My power in you, 

and that My name might be proclaimed throughout the entire earth’.”  

God’s not looking for perfect people to accomplish His goals. In fact, He doesn’t need our 

help at all. Instead He gives us the privilege of being used by Him. Whether we are given 

a small purpose like volunteering at church, or being a friend to someone in need, or given 

a large purpose like leading His people or rebuilding His temple, being used by God is a 

wonderful thing! I love how Pastor Rick Warren puts it, “Remember the basics. You were 

planned for God’s pleasure, formed for God’s family, created to become like Christ, shaped 

for service, and made for a mission! These are the purposes for which God made you!” 

                 ~ https://t2womenintheword.blogspot.com/ 

 

* Response: Gloria Patri (Unison)  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. 

World without end, amen, amen. 

proclaiming god’s Word 

Prayer for Illumination  

Scripture Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31—Christ the Power and Wisdom of God 

18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 

are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the 

discernment of the discerning I will thwart.  

20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? 

Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 

foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the 

wisdom of God, the world did not know God through 

wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of the 

proclamation, to save those who believe.  

22 For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but 

we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews 

and foolishness to gentiles, 24 but to those who are the 

called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 

and the wisdom of God. 25 For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s 

weakness is stronger than human strength. 

26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human 

standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what 

is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame 

the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to 

abolish things that are, 29 so that no one might boast in the presence of God.  

30 In contrast, God is why you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, 

and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 in order that, as it is written, “Let 

the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

 



 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 5:13-16—Salt and Light 

13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, 

how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for 

anything but is thrown out and trampled underfoot.  

14 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill 

cannot be hid. 15 People do not light a lamp and put it under 

the bushel basket; rather, they put it on the lampstand, and 

it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your 

light shine before others, so that they may see your good 

works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

Sermon: “Everyday People”  

responding to god’s Word 

Invitation to Stewardship 

[No offering will be collected. Please place your offerings in the baskets located at the 

entrances to the sanctuary. Thank you for your generosity—now and always!] 

Offertory Prayer (Unison) 

Generous God, you have given us so much. As a gesture of our gratitude and 

stewardship for all of your wonderful gifts, we return a portion back to you. We ask 

your blessing upon this morning’s offering, that it may enrich the lives of those it 

benefits, strengthen this church, and inspire our faith, doing so in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Offertory Anthem: “Down to the River to Pray”—Sheldon Curry 

Chancel Choir, Heather MacPhail, Director 

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

[During the prayer, everyone will have an opportunity to offer a joy or concern aloud. 

During the pause, feel free to call out the name of someone for whom prayer is requested, 

or briefly, a joy or concern on your heart. The prayer concludes with the Lord’s Prayer.]  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will   

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us—not into temptation—but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Bearing god’s Word into the World 

* Hymn No.  525: “Here I Am, Lord”  

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. 

All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save. 

I, who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. 

Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send? 

[Refrain]  Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. 

        I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart. 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain. 

I have wept for love of them, they turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone. 

I will speak my words to them. Whom shall I send?  [Refrain]  

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. 

I will set a feast for them, my hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied. 

I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send?  [Refrain] 

Charge and Benediction  

Choral Response: “Lord, Let Us Now Depart in Peace”—Whitworth 

Postlude: “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”—arr. John S. Dixon   

Leading Worship This Morning 

Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi, Pastor 

Heather MacPhail, Organist/Director of Music Ministries    

Jason Dennison, Videographer/Director of Technology  

Mary Ellen Betz, Lay Worship Leader 

 


