
 

Word Search—Proverbs 3:5-6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Service of Worship, September 11, 2022 

 

 

 

 

Westwood First Presbyterian Church, Cincinnati, OH 

gathering around god’s Word 

Welcome and Announcements 

[Please take a moment to silence all mobile devices and prepare for worship.] 

Prelude: “God, Our Help and Constant Refuge”—arr. Charles Callahan 

Ringing of the Tower Bell 

[* Where indicated (*), those who are able are invited to stand.] 

Choral Introit: “I Was Glad”—Whitworth 

* Call to Worship (Responsive)   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all!  

And also with you!  

Who among us is seeking the wisdom of God? 

We long to hear God’s Word spoken to our hearts. 

Who among us is seeking God’s bright and holy truth? 

We long to learn the ways of wisdom and righteousness. 

Who among us is seeking a Spirit-filled life? 

We long to live lives of holiness and light. 

God grants God’s wisdom generously to all who ask. 

We come near, as people of God!  

Let us worship in wisdom and truth.  

Opening Prayer 

 

 



 

* Hymn No. 420 (vv. 1, 2, 4, 5): “God of Grace and God of Glory” 

God of grace and God of glory, on your people pour your power;  

Crown your ancient Church’s story, bring its bud to glorious flower. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the facing of this hour,  

For the facing of this hour.  

Lo, the hosts of evil round us scorn Thy Christ, assail Thy ways. 

From the fears that long have bound us free our hearts to faith and praise.  
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the living of these days,  

For the living of these days. 

Set our feet on lofty places, gird our lives that they may be, 

Armored with all Christ-like graces, in the fight to set men free. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, that we fail not man nor Thee, 

That we fail not man nor Thee. 

Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore; 

Let the gift of your salvation be our glory evermore. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, serving you whom we adore, 

Serving you whom we adore. 

Invitation to Confession/Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Most Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 

are truly sorry and we humbly repent, for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen.  

A Moment for Silent, Personal Confession 

Assurance of Forgiveness (Based on Joel 2:12-13, Romans 5:1—responsive) 

“Even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with all your heart, with fasting and 

weeping and mourning." Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the Lord 

your God, for he is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, 

and he relents from sending calamity. 

Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

May that peace—the peace of Christ—be with you, now and always. 

And also with you 

Announcements and Prayer Requests 

 September WestFed Food Pantry needs: Soup, crackers and toothpaste. 

 A Celebration of the Life of Sylvia Roth will be held at her home, 3160 Boudinot 

Ave., on Sunday, September 18th, for family and friends, starting at 2pm. In lieu 

of flowers, the family requests donations be made in her name to the Civic Garden 

Center and/or Westwood First Concert Series. 

 Flowers are given in memory of:  

 Jean and Bill Ulrich by the Ulrich Family. 

 Sylvia Roth. 

 Prayers are requested for:  

 Bonnie Shuman, Heather’s sister, recovering from recent health issues. 

 The family of Sylvia Roth, in the wake of her recent passing. 

 Ruth Peck, a friend of Barb Neiman. 

 Claudia, Barb Neiman’s cousin. 

 Sally Harlow, recovering at Bayley Place after a hospital stay. 

 Vicki Schickner and her family, in the wake of John’s passing. 

 Janet Zeigler as she continues to battle cancer. 

 Bob Peters, a friend of Denny and Beth Richmond. 

 Walt Albers, Linda Gardner’s brother, facing cancer surgery.  

 Bob and Cindy Robertson, friends of Pastor Jeff and Jane. 

 Lore McBain and her family, cousins of Pastor Jeff. 

 Andre and Ada Tribble, Chancie’s parents, dealing with health issue. 

 Greg Vails, recovering from surgery. 

 Cathie and Larry DeFazio, dealing with on-going health issues.  

 Linda Kugele who continues to deal with breathing issues.  

 Our homebound members and friends.  

 Our Scouting units, their families and leaders.  

 Our Session, our committees, and the discernment team.  

 Our partnership with City Gosel Mission’s Princesses Ballet.  

 A BIG THANK YOU to those who have stepped up as Coffee Hour hosts, but 

WE NEED MORE VOLUNTEERS!  Please consider taking a turn this Fall.  The 

sign up sheet is on the table in the parlor.  Directions for the hosts are posted in the 

Deacon Kitchen. Your Congregational Life Team thanks you!! 



 

Moment for Meditation: Love is… 

I am fascinated by how this chapter is used in Christian circles as a declaration of love and 

unity. The last verse is practically an anthem of Christian weddings in the western world. It 

is offered when all is truly well and fellowship is working its greatest work: two lives, two 

families are uniting. It is recited as wedding vows or offered as a poetic moment. It is 

a slogan for the occasion of marriage. 

This is curious considering that Paul writes 1st Corinthians in response to the opposite 

situation. Paul declares love as the greatest power in a community that seems to be lacking 

a lot of it. Unlike the marriage vow moment, Paul does not introduce this passage to affirm 

an ethic already present in the community. He presents this passage as a way to introduce 

into the community an ethic that is necessary if they are to survive the muddy waters of 

difference and disagreement produced in interpersonal relationships.  

The Corinthian Church was not a homogenous body. Its members were not all of the same 

kind and ilk. Quite the contrary. The diversity within the church of Corinth generated both 

benefits and challenges common for any social group. Unfortunately, the diversity among 

the Corinthians dissolved into discord and rivalry. This was a community fragmented, rather 

than enriched, by difference. 

Yet, Paul remains firm that this diversity is nonnegotiable. God has called this community 

to be diverse and to get along within it. Paul’s “poetic ode to love” was…a call to action. 

Indeed, Paul did not intend the language of 1st Corinthians to be easily digested. The point 

was not to make its readers feel comfortable and affirmed in love. The point was to create 

cognitive dissonance. Although aesthetically beautiful, the ode is meant to motivate a new 

action plan among the members that secures the community’s survival and concord into the 

future. 

Make no mistake. The love Paul is talking about here is not passive 

and fluffy. This kind of love is an up at dawn, feet on the ground, 

tools in hand, working kind of love. It builds communities. It 

nurtures positive social interactions, and not just social networks 

(which many of us have come to prefer). Paul’s declaration of love 

unifies.  

Love is the way by which we talk to each other, eat with one 

another, fellowship together, and affirm all. Love transcends our 

self-imposed caste systems and personal biases. It forms whole and holistic people, who are 

anchored in the well-being of others. Love will not let us down if we genuinely live in it 

together. 

~ Shively T. J. Smith, workingpreacher.org 

* Response: Gloria Patri (Unison)  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. 

World without end, amen, amen. 

proclaiming god’s Word 

Prayer for Illumination  

First Reading: Proverbs 3:5-8, 13-18 

5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart,  

 and do not rely on your own insight. 
6 In all your ways acknowledge him,  
 and he will make straight your paths. 

7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; 

 fear the Lord and turn away from evil. 
8 It will be a healing for your flesh 

 and a refreshment for your body. 

13 Happy are those who find wisdom  

 and those who get understanding, 
14 for her income is better than silver  

 and her revenue better than gold. 
15 She is more precious than jewels, 

 and nothing you desire can compare with her. 

16 Long life is in her right hand; 

 in her left hand are riches and honor. 
17 Her ways are ways of pleasantness,  

 and all her paths are peace. 
18 She is a tree of life to those who lay hold of her; 

 those who hold her fast are called happy. 

Gospel Reading: 1 Corinthians 13:1-8a, 11-13—The Gift of Love 

1 If I speak in the tongues of humans and of angels but do not have love, I am a noisy gong 

or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers and understand all mysteries and 

all knowledge and if I have all faith so as to remove mountains but do not have love, I am 

nothing. 3 If I give away all my possessions and if I hand over my body so that I may 

boast but do not have love, I gain nothing. 



 

4 Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5 or rude. It does 

not insist on its own way; it is not irritable; it keeps no record of wrongs; 6 it does not 

rejoice in wrongdoing but rejoices in the truth. 7 It 

bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 

endures all things. 8 Love never ends.  

11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought 

like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became an 

adult, I put an end to childish ways. 12 For now we see 

only a reflection, as in a mirror, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in 

part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. 13 And now faith, hope, and 

love remain, these three, and the greatest of these is love. 

Sermon: “Soul Nudge”  

responding to god’s Word 

Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles Creed (Unison) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 

Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the 

virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended to 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he 

will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

catholic* church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 

of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Invitation to Stewardship 

[No offering will be collected. Please place your offerings in the baskets located at the 

entrances to the sanctuary. Thank you for your generosity—now and always!] 

Offertory Prayer (Unison) 

Creator God, Giver of Life, we know that all we have received is from your hand. 

You call us to be stewards of your abundance, the caretakers of all you have 

entrusted to us. Help us to always use your gifts wisely and teach us to share them 

generously. Send the Holy Spirit to work through us, bringing your message to those 

we serve. May our faithful stewardship bear witness to the love of Jesus Christ, for 

it is in His name, with grateful hearts, we pray. Amen. 

Offertory Anthem: “Anthem of Peace”—arr. Mack Wilberg 

                                        Chancel Choir, Heather MacPhail, Director 

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

[During the prayer, everyone will have an opportunity to offer a joy or concern aloud. 

During the pause, feel free to call out the name of someone for whom prayer is requested, 

or briefly, a joy or concern on your heart. The prayer concludes with the Lord’s Prayer.]  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will   

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us—not into temptation—but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Bearing god’s Word into the World 

* Hymn No.  280: “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”  

Amazing grace how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me!  

I once was lost, but now am found, was blind but now I see  

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved;  

How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed!  

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come;  

‘Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.  

The Lord has promised good to me, His Word my hope secures;  

He will my shield and portion be as long as life endures.  

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun,  

We’ve no less days to sing God's praise than when we first begun.  

Charge and Benediction  

Choral Response: “Sevenfold Amen”—Stainer 

Postlude: “A Mighty Fortress”—arr. John Innes  

Leading Worship This Morning 

Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi, Pastor 

Heather MacPhail, Organist/Director of Music Ministries    

Jason Dennison, Videographer/Director of Technology  

Marc Baverman, Lay Worship Leader 

 


