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Table Fellowship by Sieger Köder 

Our Service of Worship, September 4, 2022 

 

Westwood First Presbyterian Church,      Cincinnati, OH 

gathering around god’s Word 

Welcome and Announcements 

[Please take a moment to silence all mobile devices and prepare for worship.] 

Prelude: “O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee”—Albin C. Whitworth   

Ringing of the Tower Bell 

[* Where indicated (*), those who are able are invited to stand.] 

* Call to Worship (Adapted from Psalm 139:1-6—responsive)   

The Lord be with you all!  

And also with you!  
O Lord, you have searched us, and you know us. 

You know when we sit and when we rise. 

You perceive our thoughts from afar. 

You are familiar with all our ways. 

Before a word is on our tongues, 

You, O Lord, know it completely. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful, too lofty. 

We are in awe of you. All we can do is offer our worship and praise. 

Opening Prayer 

 



 

* Hymn No. 458: “Earth and All Stars” 

Earth and all stars, loud rushing planets, sing to the Lord a new song! 

Hail, wind, and rain, loud blowing snowstorms, sing to the Lord a new song! 

God has done marvelous things. We will sing praises with a new song! 

Steel and machines, loud pounding hammers, sing to the Lord a new song! 

Limestone and beams, loud building workers, sing to the Lord a new song! 

God has done marvelous things. We will sing praises with a new song! 

Classrooms and labs, loud boiling test tubes, sing to the Lord a new song! 

Athlete and band, loud cheering people, sing to the Lord a new song!  

God has done marvelous things. We will sing praises with a new song! 

Knowledge and truth, loud sounding wisdom, sing to the Lord a new song! 

Daughter and son, loud praying members, sing to the Lord a new song! 

God has done marvelous things. We too, will sing praises with a new song! 

Invitation to Confession 

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Holy One, we ask for your help, so that we can amend our lives and become the 

people—the church—that you have called us to be. We confess that we fear what is 

different, and that it’s easier to lock our doors than to welcome those whom we 

perceive to be different. We ask for the will and courage to change, and the energy, 

intelligence, imagination, and love to be your people in all we say and do. In Christ 

we pray. Amen. 

A Moment for Silent, Personal Confession 

Assurance of Forgiveness (Based on Romans 8:34—responsive) 

Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ, and Christ died for 

us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. Friends, hear 

and believe the good news of the gospel. 

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

May the peace of our Lord, Jesus Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 

* Response: Gloria Patri (Unison)  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. 

World without end, amen, amen. 

Announcements and Prayer Requests 

 August WestFed Food Pantry needs: Soup, crackers and toothpaste 

 Flowers are given:  

 By Jan and Larry Tepe in memory of their parents. 

 To the Glory of God. 

 Prayers are requested for:  

 The family of Sylvia Roth, in the wake of her passing last Friday. 

 Ruth Peck, a friend of Barb Neiman. 

 Claudia, Barb Neiman’s cousin. 

 Sally Harlow, recovering at Bayley Place after a hospital stay. 

 Wendy and the family of Nick, her former student, who died last week.  

 Vicki Schickner and her family, in the wake of John’s passing. 

 Janet Zeigler as she continues to battle cancer. 

 Bob Peters, a friend of Denny and Beth Richmond. 

 Walt Albers, Linda Gardner’s brother, facing cancer surgery.  

 Bob and Cindy Robertson, friends of Pastor Jeff and Jane. 

 Lore McBain and her family, cousins of Pastor Jeff. 

 Joe Dearwester, continuing health issues. 

 Ada Tribble, Chancie’s mom, recovering from heart surgery. 

 Greg Vails, recovering from surgery. 

 Cathie and Larry DeFazio, dealing with on-going health issues.  

 Linda Kugele who continues to deal with breathing issues.  

 Our homebound members and friends.  

 Our Scouting units, their families and leaders.  

 Our Session, our committees, and the discernment team.  

 Our partnership with City Gosel Mission’s Princesses Ballet.  

 This morning’s Coffee Host(ess): 

 September 4 Coffee Hour hostess:  Rhonda Boddy 

 A big THANK YOU to those who have stepped up as 

Coffee Hour hosts this Summer, but WE NEED MORE 

VOLUNTEERS!  Please consider taking a turn this Fall.  

The sign up sheet is on the table in the parlor.  Directions 

for the hosts are posted in the Deacon Kitchen. Your 

Congregational Life Team thanks you!! 



 

Moment for Meditation: the Great Banquet 

Jesus tells this story in response to the man’s comment about those who will eat at the feast 

of the kingdom of God. His point is that the guest list for the kingdom will look a little 

different than these dinner guests imagine. 

In the first century, someone throwing a feast would send out invitations for an RSVP. When 

the meal was ready, the host would send a servant around to collect the guests. It would be 

considered a great insult to turn the down the meal after it is prepared. 

We don’t want to attach too much significance to the reasons the guests give for not 

attending. Suffice it to say that, after telling the host they’d attend, they prioritized other 

tasks over meeting their obligation. This put the host in a predicament. What should be done 

with this banquet? 

Instead of canceling the party, the host decides it would proceed. First, he sends his servant 

to go out and collect everyone around town who wouldn’t have their own obligations. These 

are people who never get an invite to parties: the poor, the lame, the sick, etc.  

After that, the master sends his servant out to invite people off the road. These travelers and 

sojourners may have had no intention of even stopping in this town, but now they’re being 

encouraged to come for a luxurious meal. 

The point that Jesus is trying to make is that the metaphorical 

banquet is ready, and He has come to Israel to bring her to it. 

Sadly, many are so preoccupied with their own understanding 

and expectations that they’re unwilling to join Him. But that 

doesn’t mean He’s calling off the invitation! 

He is now extending grace to those who have been shut out of 

the invitation. He’s even going outside of Israel to Gentiles who 

weren’t part of the initial request. This opportunity to enjoy a 

lavish meal with the Master will be lost for some—but it’s 

being extended to others. And at the end, Jesus makes a sharp 

rebuke to the Pharisees at the table, “I tell you, not one of those 

who were invited will get a taste of my banquet.” 

While this is a troubling passage for those who refused to attend, it’s a celebration for many 

of us who’ve received an invitation to this lavish banquet in their stead! 

~ https://www.jesusfilm.org/blog/parable-great-banquet/ 

 

proclaiming god’s Word 

Prayer for Illumination  

Gospel Reading: Luke 14:7-24  

7 When he [Jesus] noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a 

parable. 8 “When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the 

place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your 

host, 9 and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person 

your place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. 10 But when you 

are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say 

to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit 

at the table with you. 11 For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who 

humble themselves will be exalted.” 

12 He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, 

do not invite your friends or your brothers and sisters or your relatives or rich neighbors, 

in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. 13 But when you give a 

banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14 And you will be blessed 

because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 

15 One of the dinner guests, on hearing this, said to him, “Blessed is anyone who will eat 

bread in the kingdom of God!” 16 Then Jesus said to him, “Someone gave a great dinner 

and invited many. 17 At the time for the dinner he sent his slave to say to those who had 

been invited, ‘Come, for everything is ready now.’  

18 But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a piece 

of land, and I must go out and see it; please accept my regrets.’ 19 Another said, ‘I have 

bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to try them out; please accept my 

regrets.’ 20 Another said, ‘I have just been married, and therefore I cannot come.’  

21 So the slave returned and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house 

became angry and said to his slave, ‘Go out at once into the streets and lanes of the town 

and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame.’ 22 And the slave said, ‘Sir, 

what you ordered has been done, and there is still room.’ 23 Then the master said to the 

slave, ‘Go out into the roads and lanes, and compel people to come in, so that my house 

may be filled. 24 For I tell you, none of those who were invited will taste my dinner.’ ” 

Sermon: “His Name Was Bill…”  

[Based on a story by Rebecca Manley Pippert, retold by Alice Gray in her book, More 

Stories for the Heart.] 



 

responding to god’s Word 

Invitation to Stewardship 

[No offering will be collected. Please place your offerings in the baskets located at the 

entrances to the sanctuary. Thank you for your generosity—now and always!] 

Offertory Prayer (Unison) 

Lord, we thank for your faithfulness—that we can always trust in you. You are an 

abundant God and out of your great mercy you have given us so much. As we give, 

we ask that you would please use it for you glory, extending its reach and influence, 

that it be a great blessing to many. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Offertory Anthem: “This Little Light of Mine”—arr. Howard Helvey  

                                              Kristi Reed, soprano 

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper  

[ALL are invited to Christ’s table, remembering that access is not a right conferred upon 

the worthy, but a privilege given to the undeserving, enabled by the very act of which the 

sacrament reminds us.] 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table  

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Words of Institution 

Sharing of the Elements  

[The elements will be served by “modified” intinction. Starting from the front of the 

sanctuary, please come forward in two rows down the center aisle. Once you’ve received 

a piece of bread, please take a small cup from the tray, and consume the elements before 

returning to your seat along the sides aisles. If you are unable to come forward, the  

elements will be brought to you.]  

Pastoral Prayer after Communion and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 

Amen. 

Bearing god’s Word into the World 

* Hymn No. 343 (vv. 1, 2, 4): “Called As Partners in Christ’s Service”  

Called as partners in Christ’s service, called to ministries of grace, 

We respond with deep commitment, fresh new lines of faith to trace, 

May we learn the art of sharing, side by side and friend with friend, 

Equal partners in our caring to fulfil God’s chosen end. 

Christ’s example Christ’s inspiring, Christ’s clear call to work and worth 

Let us follow never faltering, reconciling folk on earth. 

Men and women richer poorer, all God’s people young and old,  

Blending human skills together gracious gifts from God unfold. 

So God grant us for tomorrow ways to order human life 

That surround each person's sorrow with a calm that conquers strife. 

Make us partners in our living, our compassion to increase 

Messengers of faith thus giving hope and confidence and peace. 

Charge and Benediction  

Postlude: “Sent Forth by God's Blessing”—arr. Mark Sedio    

Leading Worship This Morning 

Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi, Pastor 

Heather MacPhail, Organist/Director of Music Ministries    

Jason Dennison, Videographer/Director of Technology  

Andy Patton, Lay Worship Leader 

 

 


