
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jonah and the Whale (1621), Pieter Lastman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Jonah and the Whale, Yafit 

 

Our Service of Worship, August 28, 2022 

 

Westwood First Presbyterian Church,      Cincinnati, OH 

 

  

 

gathering around god’s Word 

Welcome and Announcements 

[Please take a moment to silence all mobile devices and prepare for worship.] 

Prelude: “Assurance”—arr. John Ness Beck                            

Ringing of the Tower Bell 

[* Where indicated (*), those who are able are invited to stand.] 

* Call to Worship (Responsive)   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all!  

And also with you!  
Lord, teach us to count our days, that we may gain a wise heart. Satisfy us in the morning 

with your steadfast love,  

So that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 

Let your work be manifest to your servants,  

And your glorious power to their children. 

Let the favor of the Lord be upon us, and prosper for us the work of our hands. 

O prosper the work of our hands! 

Opening Prayer 

 

 



 

* Hymn No. 487 (vv. 1, 3, 4): “When Morning Gilds the Skies” 

When morning gilds the sky, my heart awaking cries: May Jesus Christ be praised! 

Alike in work and prayer to Jesus I repair: May Jesus Christ be praised! 

Let earth’s wide circle round in joyful notes resound: May Jesus Christ be praised! 

Let air and sea and sky from depth to height reply: May Jesus Christ be praised! 

Be this, while life is mine, my canticle divine: May Jesus Christ be praised! 

Be this the eternal song through all the ages long: May Jesus Christ be praised! 

Invitation to Confession 

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Gracious and Merciful God, you search us and know us. We have refused to take 

up your cross, to bear the burdens that are ours to carry. We have not given up our 

attachments to possessions or to self. We have not counted the cost of walking into 

an unknown future with you. Help us turn away from evil, that we may walk with 

you once more. 

A Moment for Silent, Personal Confession 

Assurance of Forgiveness (Responsive) 

The Holy One rejoices in our repentance, reshaping us into vessels of love and service. 

In the grace-filled love of Christ, we are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 

Grace to you, and peace from God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ—and may 

Christ’s peace be with you!  

And also with you. 

* Response: Gloria Patri (Unison)  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. 

World without end, amen, amen. 

 

 

 

 

Announcements and Prayer Requests 

 August WestFed Food Pantry needs: Cereal, canned vegetables (beans, peas, etc.) 

 Flowers are given:  

 by Mace Justice, in memory of his sister, Judy Justice 

 in honor of Wally Pearson’s 97th birthday on August 30 by his loving and 

supportive family. 

 Prayers are requested for:  

 Sally Harlow, recovering at Bayley Place after a hospital stay. 

 Wendy and the family of Nick, her former student, who died this past week.  

 Vicki Schickner and her family, in wake of John’s passing. 

 Janet Zeigler as she continues to battle cancer. 

 Teachers, school staff, and students as a new school year begins. 

 Bob Peters, a friend of Denny and Beth Richmond. 

 Walt Albers, Linda Gardner’s brother, facing cancer surgery.  

 Bob and Cindy Robertson, friends of Pastor Jeff and Jane. 

 Lore McBain and her family, cousins of Pastor Jeff. 

 Joe Dearwester, continuing health issues. 

 Ada Tribble, Chancie’s mom, at Mercy West recovering from heart surgery. 

 Greg Vails, recovering from surgery. 

 Cathie and Larry DeFazio, dealing with on-going health issues.  

 Linda Kugele who continues to deal with breathing issues.  

 Our homebound members and friends.  

 Our Scouting units, their families and leaders.  

 Our Session, our committees, and the discernment team.  

 Our partnership with City Gosel Mission’s Princesses Ballet.  
 Upcoming Coffee Hosts: 

 August 28—Linda Gardner and Ed Schaible 

 September 4 Coffee Hour host:  Rhonda Boddy 

 A big THANK YOU to those who have stepped up as Coffee Hour hosts this 

Summer, but WE NEED MORE VOLUNTEERS!  Please consider taking a turn 

this Fall.  The sign up sheet is on the table in the parlor.  Directions for the hosts are 

posted in the Deacon Kitchen. Your Congregational Life Team thanks you!! 

 



 

Moment for Meditation: The story of jonah 

The book of Jonah covers only four chapters. It is a well-known book, considered by some 

to be an allegory or a parable or a fiction with a lesson; there are many however who look 

at this book as a historical narrative. 

Jonah has been described as a disobedient and rebellious prophet by some, as one who is a 

negative example of a missionary, someone not to emulate, even as someone who was an 

ungodly servant of God. There are those who branded Jonah as a racist, a nationalistic Jew 

who did not want anything “good” to occur in the city of an enemy of 

Israel, particularly when the Assyrians were well known for their 

atrocities in war and Jonah was probably aware from the prophecies of 

Nahum that Assyria would one day destroy the northern state of Israel.  

Interestingly, Jonah did not complain when God was gracious and 

merciful to him despite his disobedience and after God delivered him 

from death when he was swallowed by a big fish. Jonah did not complain 

when God was merciful and gracious to him; his objection was that God 

should not be gracious and merciful to those who do not deserve it and in fact should destroy 

them. Underlying all these is Jonah’s wanting a God of his own making and understanding; 

he was stipulating that God should behave in a way he thinks God should. At the root of it, 

Jonah does not understand the true meaning of God’s grace and love, and His sovereignty. 

Jonah needed to learn that God has the right to be gracious and compassionate to whoever 

He chooses, even to those who seem incorrigible and hopeless. God pointed out to Jonah 

that he could feel sorry for a plant that grew overnight and then was gone, then he should 

not be angry if God were to show love and compassion to so many living beings and animals 

in the city of Nineveh.  

We must appreciate God’s grace and love for what they are. God’s grace towards us means 

that we receive His grace not because we deserve it, but grace in fact implies unmerited 

favor. Jonah mistakenly concluded that he and Israel merited God’s mercy and love because 

they were a chosen people given the Torah and the land whereas the gentiles, especially 

those who were wicked, did not.   

We cannot afford to be like Jonah in choosing what we want God to  behave like and 

certainly, as people of grace and mercy from God, we have no right to be angry with 

God…let us humbly acknowledge His sovereignty and rejoice in the God of our salvation 

with much gratefulness and thanksgiving.  

~ Quek Koh Choon 

 

proclaiming god’s Word 

Prayer for Illumination  

First Reading: Psalm 69:16-24—An Imprecatory Psalm 

16 Answer me, O Lord, for your steadfast love is good; 

    according to your abundant mercy, turn to me. 
17 Do not hide your face from your servant, 

    for I am in distress—make haste to answer me. 
18 Draw near to me; redeem me; 

    set me free because of my enemies.  

19 You know the insults I receive 

    and my shame and dishonor;  

    my foes are all known to you. 
20 Insults have broken my heart, 

    so that I am in despair. 

 I looked for pity, but there was none; 

    and for comforters, but I found none. 
21 They gave me poison for food, 

    and for my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink. 

22 Let their table be a trap for them, 

    a snare for their allies. 
23 Let their eyes be darkened so that they cannot see, 

    and make their loins tremble continually. 
24 Pour out your indignation upon them, 

    and let your burning anger overtake them. 

Gospel Reading: Jonah 3:1-5, 3:10 – 4:1—Jonah Goes to Nineveh 

1 The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2 “Get up, go to Nineveh, that 

great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3 So Jonah set out and went to 

Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a 

three days’ walk across. 

4 Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, 

and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5 And the people of Nineveh believed God; they 

proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 

 



 

10 When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his 

mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them, and he did not do it. 
1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to the Lord and 

said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled 

to Tarshish at the beginning, for I knew that you are a gracious and merciful God, slow to 

anger, abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from punishment.  

3 And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to 

live.” 4 And the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5 Then Jonah went out of the 

city and sat down east of the city and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the 

shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. 

Sermon: “A Fish Story”  

responding to god’s Word 

Invitation to Stewardship 

[No offering will be collected. Please place your offerings in the baskets located at the 

entrances to the sanctuary. Thank you for your generosity—now and always!] 

Offertory Prayer (Unison) 

God of all Goodness and Grace, receive the gifts we offer; and grant that our whole 

life may give you glory and praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Offertory Anthem: “How Can I Keep From Singing?”—arr. Richard Walters 

                                              Tommy Wessendarp, baritone 

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

[During the prayer, everyone will have an opportunity to offer a joy or concern aloud. 

During the pause, feel free to call out the name of someone for whom prayer is requested, 

or briefly, a joy or concern on your heart. The prayer concludes with the Lord’s Prayer.]  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will   

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us—not into temptation—but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 

 

Bearing god’s Word into the World 

* Hymn No. 391 (vv. 1, 2, 5, 6): “Take My Life”  

Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to Thee;  

Take my moments and my days, let them flow in ceaseless praise, 

Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

Take my hands, and let them move at the impulse of Thy love; 

Take my feet and let them be swift and beautiful for Thee, 

Swift and beautiful for Thee. 

Take my will, and make it Thine; it shall be no longer mine. 

Take my heart; it is Thine own; it shall be Thy royal throne, 

It shall be Thy royal throne. 

Take my love; my Lord, I pour at Thy feet its treasure-store. 

Take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for Thee, 

Ever, only, all for Thee. 

Charge and Benediction  

Postlude: “Menuet Gothique”—Boellmann   

Leading Worship This Morning 

Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi, Pastor 

Heather MacPhail, Organist/Director of Music Ministries    

Jason Dennison, Videographer/Director of Technology  

Linda Gardener, Lay Worship Leader 

 

 


