
 

 

                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus and the Bent Over Woman, by Barbara Schwarz  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Healing of the Bent and Burdened Woman, artist unknown, 

from The Orthodox Path 

Our Service of Worship, August 21, 2022 

 

 

 

 

Westwood First Presbyterian Church,      Cincinnati, OH 

 

  

gathering around god’s Word 

Welcome and Announcements 

[Please take a moment to silence all mobile devices and prepare for worship.] 

Prelude: “Day By Day”—arr. Anna Laura Page                          

Ringing of the Tower Bell 

[* Where indicated (*), those who are able are invited to stand.] 

Choral Introit: “O Be Joyful”—Yarrington  

* Call to Worship (Responsive)   

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

We are here to worship a remarkable God. 

God’s love welcomes us, Christ’s grace awaits us, the Spirit’s joy enfolds us. 

Don’t come as slaves, come as the truly free. Don’t come as petitioners, come as those 

who are already heard. Don’t come as interlopers, come as invited guests. Don’t come as 

the outsiders, come as beloved children. 

God’s love emboldens us. Christ’s grace redeems us. The Spirit’s joy uplifts us 

Come as the joyful, come as the eager, come as the thankful, come as the recipients of 

amazing grace. 

God’s love overflows our hearts, Christ’s grace liberates our spirits, the Spirit’s  joy 

sings in our minds. Let us worship our remarkable God.   

Opening Prayer 

 



 

* Hymn No. 464: “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” 

Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, God of glory, Lord of love; 

Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee, opening to the sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the gloom of doubt away; 

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day! 

All Thy works with joy surround Thee, earth and heaven reflect Thy rays, 

Stars and angels sing around Thee, center of unbroken praise; 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea, 

Chanting bird and flowing fountain call us to rejoice in Thee.  

Mortals, join the mighty chorus, which the morning stars began; 

Love divine is reigning o’er us, joining all in heaven’s plan. 

Ever singing, march we onward, victors in the midst of strife; 

Joyful music leads us sunward in the triumph song of life. 

Invitation to Confession 

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Merciful God, we have sinned times without number, we have been guilty of pride 

and unbelief, and of neglect to seek you in our daily lives. Our sins and shortcomings 

present us with a list of accusations, but we thank you that they will not stand 

against us, for all have been laid on Christ. Forgive us and deliver us from every 

evil, every interest in former sin, everything that dims the brightness of your grace 

in us, everything that prevents us taking delight in you. In Christ we pray. Amen. 

A Moment for Silent, Personal Confession 

Assurance of Forgiveness (Romans 8:34; 2 Corinthians 5:17—Responsive) 

Hear the good news! Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, 

Christ prays for us. Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a 

new life has begun.  Hear the good news of the gospel: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God! 

May Christ’s peace be with you this day and forevermore! 

And also with you! 

* Response: Gloria Patri (Unison)  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. 

World without end, amen, amen. 

 

Announcements and Prayer Requests 

 August WestFed Food Pantry needs: Cereal, canned vegetables (beans, peas, etc.) 

 Flowers are given this week by:  

 Lyn Jensen and John Harting in memory of their wonderful mother, Lucile 

Harting Ryan. 

 Martha Trujillo in memory of her brother and sister-in-law, Eugene and Carol 

Espey and her parents, Mr. and Mrs. James W. Espey. 

 Prayers are requested for:  

 Vicki Schickner and her family, in wake of John’s passing. 

 Janet Zeigler as she continues to battle cancer. 

 Ruth Peck, a friend of Barb Nieman’s.   

 Teachers, school staff, and students as a new school year begins. 

 Bob Peters, a friend of Denny and Beth Richmond. 

 Walt Albers, Linda Gardner’s brother, facing cancer surgery. 

 Bob and Cindy Robertson, friends of Pastor Jeff and Jane. 

 Lore McBain and her family, cousins of Pastor Jeff. 

 Eileen Rothhaas, with health concerns. 

 Joe Dearwester, continuing health issues. 

 Ada Tribble, Chancie’s mom 

 Greg Vails, recovering from surgery. 

 Wendy’s former student, Nick, battling with cancer.  

 Cathie and Larry DeFazio, dealing with on-going health issues.  

 Linda Kugele who continues to deal with breathing issues.  

 Our homebound members and friends.  

 Our Scouting units, their families and leaders.  

 Our Session, our committees, and the discernment team.  

 Our partnership with City Gosel Mission’s Princesses Ballet.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Moment for Meditation: The crippled woman 

This was not the first and only time that the Lord Jesus had engaged in a debate with the 

Jews regarding the healing of the infirm on the Sabbath.  

From the Old Testament, the commandment to preserve the Sabbath was the fourth of the 

Ten Commandments. In Exodus we read: “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six 

days you shall labour and do all your work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord 

your God. In it you shall do no work.”  

However, Jesus corrected the concept of the Sabbath and gave it new meaning when he said: 

“The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath. Therefore the Son of Man is 

also Lord of the Sabbath.” (Mark 2:27-28). 

The Sabbath has become at the service of mankind. God’s comfort and rest has come 

through achieving the salvation and service of mankind. God is glorified in this rest when 

He shows His mercy and compassion toward mankind.  

This is what happened when Jesus performed His miracle, “and immediately she was made 

straight, and she praised God“. Glorification and gratitude were this woman’s initial 

response after her healing, followed by the multitudes who “rejoiced at all the glorious 

things that were done by Him.” Glorification and praise of the mercy of God took place on 

the Sabbath, on the Lord’s day of rest. 

On the Sabbath, man accepts a new dignity. This woman had been bound by Satan, to which 

Christ loosened, and thus made her erect. For Christ came to destroy the works of the devil 

and the authority of Satan was destroyed. 

The chief of the synagogue pretended to speak to the crowd, but Jesus answered him directly 

and personally, saying: “You hypocrite!” Christ was able to read the hearts of these 

Pharisees and saw how they were more concerned with their material interests, and how 

they didn’t hesitate to take their donkey and the ox to the water to quench their thirst, on the 

Sabbath, but was willing to ignore the spiritual needs and the pain and suffering of the 

people of God. 

The Church Fathers saw in this bent woman, or Abraham’s daughter, an image of the entire 

human race. The healing of this woman is a reflection of the healing and the restoring of the 

whole of humanity from its disease and infirmity, that is Sin. 

                                                                  ~ His Eminence, Metropolitan Basilios 

 

proclaiming god’s Word 

Prayer for Illumination  

Gospel Reading: Luke 13:10-17—A Woman with a Disabling Spirit 

10 Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. 11 And behold, there was 

a woman who had had a disabling spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could 

not fully straighten herself. 12 When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said to 

her, “Woman, you are freed from your disability.” 13 And he laid his hands on her, and 

immediately she was made straight, and she glorified God.  

14 But the ruler of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had healed 

on the Sabbath, said to the people, “There are six days in which work 

ought to be done. Come on those days and be healed, and not on the 

Sabbath day.”  

15 Then the Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Does not each of 

you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger and 

lead it away to water it? 16 And ought not this woman, a daughter of 

Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath 

day?” 17 As he said these things, all his adversaries were put to shame, and all the people 

rejoiced at all the glorious things that were done by him. 

Sermon: “Let Healing Begin”  

responding to god’s Word 

Invitation to Stewardship 

[No offering will be collected. Please place your offerings in the baskets located at the 

entrances to the sanctuary. Thank you for your generosity—now and always!] 

Offertory Prayer (Unison) 

Gracious Lord, giver of life and source of freedom, we know that all we have received 

is from your hand. You call us to be stewards of your abundance, the caretakers of 

all you have entrusted to us. Help us to always use your gifts wisely and teach us to 

share them generously. May our faithful stewardship bear witness to the love of 

Jesus Christ in our lives, for it is in His name we pray. Amen. 

Offertory Anthem: “Shall We Gather At the River?”—arr. John Carter 

Summer Choir 

 



 

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

[During the prayer, everyone will have an opportunity to offer a joy or concern aloud. 

During the pause, feel free to call out the name of someone for whom prayer is requested, 

or briefly, a joy or concern on your heart. The prayer concludes with the Lord’s Prayer.] 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will   

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us—not into temptation—but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Bearing god’s Word into the World 

* Hymn No. 398: “There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit”  

There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place, and I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord; 

There are sweet expressions on each face, and I know they feel the presence of the Lord. 

Refrain:  

Sweet Holy Spirit, sweet heavenly Dove, stay right here with us, filling us with your love. 

And for these blessings we lift our hearts in praise; without a doubt we’ll know that we 

have been revived, when we shall leave this place. 

There are blessings you cannot receive till you know Him in His fullness and believe; 

You’re the one to profit when you say, “I am going to walk with Jesus all the way.” 

[Refrain] 

Charge and Benediction  

Choral Response: “The Peace of God”—Yarrington 

Postlude: “Jubilate on Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”—Alice Jordan  

 

Leading Worship This Morning 

Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi, Pastor 

Heather MacPhail, Organist/Director of Music Ministries    

Jason Dennison, Videographer/Director of Technology  

Ed Schaible, Lay Worship Leader 
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Our logo is a sailboat. In Jesus’ time, there were two ways to power a boat on open water. 

One was by rowing, the other was to harness the power of the wind. What’s the difference? 

In a rowboat church, the success or failure of the congregation depends solely on its own 

strength, wisdom and resources—how long and well people are willing to row. 

In contrast, a sailboat church believes that “God can do more than we can ask or imagine.” 

It knows that what they have or lack in human/material resources is not the decisive factor 

in what they can accomplish as a church. They look on church as a continuing adventure 

with a God who guides and empowers them to do more than they could ever have dreamed.  

A sailboat church is not only more effective, it is also more faithful. As we let go of the 

oars, and let the Holy Spirit fill our sails, God only knows where we’ll go from here. 

                                                                     ~Westwood First PC website, wfpc.org 

 


