
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Parable of the Good Samaritan by Bertram Poole 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Good Samaritan Artwork by Maximilien Luce 

Our Service of Worship, July 10, 2022 

Fifteenth Sunday in  

Ordinary time 

Westwood First Presbyterian Church, Cincinnati, OH 

 

  
 

gathering around god’s Word 

Welcome/Announcements 

[Please take a moment to silence all mobile devices and prepare for worship.] 

Prelude: “On the Lake” (“Auf dem See”), Op. 59—Brahms 

Julie Fuqua, oboe  Heather MacPhail, piano 

Ringing of the Tower Bell 

[* Where indicated (*), those who are able are invited to stand.] 

* Call to Worship (Responsive)   

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

A love that never ceases, 

A creativity that designed the universe, 

A hope that cannot be quenched, 

A pursuit of reconciliation no matter the cost. This is our God. 

I was glad when they said to me, 

“Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 

Welcome, friends, to this holy day. 

We come to offer thanks; we come to sing and pray. 

Welcome, friends, to this time set apart, 

Then let us worship God. 

Opening Prayer 

 



 

* Hymn No. 420 (vv. 1, 3-5): “God of Grace and God of Glory”  

God of grace and God of glory, on Thy people pour thy power; 

Grown Thine ancient church’s story; bring its bud to glorious flower. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the facing of this hour,  

For the facing of this hour. 

Cure Thy children's warring madness, bend our pride to Thy control; 

Shame our wanton, selfish gladness, rich in things and poor in soul. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, lest we miss Thy kingdom’s goal, 

Lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal. 

Set our feet on lofty places; gird our lives that they may be 

Armored with all Christlike graces, pledged to set all captives free. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, that we fail not them nor Thee,  

That we fail not them nor thee! 

Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore; 

Let the gift of Thy salvation be our glory evermore. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, serving Thee whom we adore,  

Serving Thee whom we adore. 

Invitation/Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Almighty God, who does freely pardon all who repent and turn to Him, now fulfill 

in every contrite heart the promise of redeeming grace; forgiving all our sins, and 

cleansing us from an evil conscience; through the perfect sacrifice of Christ Jesus 

our Lord, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

A Moment for Silent, Personal Confession 

Assurance of Forgiveness (John 3:16-17—Responsive) 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 

him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the 

world to condemn the world but in order that the world might be saved through him.  

Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Amen. 

May Christ’s peace be with you—now and always! 

And also with you! 

* Response: Gloria Patri (Unison) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.  

World without end, amen, amen. 

Announcements and Prayer Requests 

 July WestFed Food Pantry needs: Canned meat, baked beans, shampoo. 

 Flowers are given this week by:  

 In memory of Marion, my beloved wife, with love, Wally Pearson. 

 To the glory of God! 

 Ruth Mayo retired this past Wednesday, July 8, from Mercy Health after 19 years 

of outstanding service. Congratulations Ruth!  

 Keep Cincinnati Beautiful—At 8:45 a.m. on Saturday, July 23, a group from 

Westwood First will again gather at Westwood Town Hall to participate in 

“Keep Cincinnati Beautiful.” Go to https://www.keepcincinnatibeautiful.org/ 

for more general information and to sign up. 

 BLOC Ministries—On Saturday, August 6, we are gathering upstairs at BLOC 

Coffee Company at 801 Mt Hope Ave, Cincinnati OH 45204, to learn more 

about this fantastic ministries and see how we might partner with them! The 

orientation starts at 9 a.m. Please see Wendy Beckman if you have questions! 

 Prayers are requested for:  

 Wendy’s former student, Nick, whose condition has worsened after a 12 year 

battle with cancer. Please pray for Nick’s family, his doctors, and his comfort. 

 Fern Heylmun and her family after the death of her twin sister, Faye Streicher. 

 Sandy Morris, who had surgery recently. 

 Cynthia Hines, Sandy Morris’ sister, and husband DJ, dealing with health issues. 

 Mike and Amy Babicke’s 8 mo. old nephew Luke, who has Kawasaki disease.  

 Janet Ziegler, recently diagnosed with leukemia. 

 Joe Dearwester, recovering from knee replacement surgery. 

 Cathie DeFazio, who is dealing with a rare melanoma behind her right eye,  

and Larry DeFazio, who is healing from a torn right rotator cuff.  

 Susie, a friend of the Kochheisers, undergoing chemotherapy.   

 Linda Kugele who continues to deal with breathing issues.  

 Our homebound members and friends.  

 Our Scouting units, their families and leaders.  

 Our Session, our committees, and the discernment team.  

 Our partnerships with City Gosel Mission and the Little Princesses Ballet.  

 

https://www.keepcincinnatibeautiful.org/
https://www.keepcincinnatibeautiful.org/


 

Moment for Meditation: the good samaritan  

As Jesus used the parable in his own time, so now in ours the Good Samaritan not only 

exposes the realities of our social wounds, it offers us a way of healing them. We are all 

persons in the parable. Yet, it is so characteristic of Jesus in these great parables of 

redemption, he not only casts a light on the brokenness of our situation, he always opens the 

door for us to change. Each parable shows us the path to a better way of being and living: a 

new possibility, maybe one which we had thought was impossible. 

Life is full of journeys. There are journeys we make for business, others for duty, some for 

love and others for adventure. Sometimes the way is easy and filled with companionship; at 

others, it is difficult and lonely. We do not know why the man was going on the long road 

from Jerusalem to Jericho; we only meet him beaten, robbed and half-dead.  

There appears to be an implicit violence built into our relationships brought about by 

markets that want us to compete against each other or consume products and the diminishing 

natural resources that we all need to live. Not only does the media inform us, it wants to 

control and manipulate us: we the consumers are ourselves consumed. People themselves 

have become commodities to be trafficked. We are served by a culture of individualism that 

constantly legitimates the priority of ‘me’ over others.  

Of course, in the parable the man who has been beaten and robbed is not alone. A number 

of people pass him by. And yet, astonishingly, someone did stop: a Samaritan. In doing so, 

he may well have put himself in danger, for in this part of the world he was the outsider, the 

one who was to be shunned. The Samaritan does not pause to do a risk assessment or make 

a calculation or check to see if he is covered by insurance. His response is immediate and 

unconditional; he can only see the urgency: a life hangs in the balance. 

Something else also happens. Whatever form it takes, there is no way of describing the sense 

of isolation and loneliness that violence brings. All the carefully constructed securities that 

give us a sense of who we are, are immediately destroyed. The Samaritan not only tends the 

physical wounds, but the deeper wounds to the sense of self. Without even saying a word, 

he says to the victim, you do have value and you are worthy of care. And if ever that was in 

doubt, look at how lavish is the care he provides, even looking ahead to his future needs. 

The parable of the Good Samaritan shows us that our society, our communities and 

relationships are not permanently broken. We can restore them. And it can all begin with 

reaching out to the other whoever they are, whatever state they are in. We can decide that 

we will not let anyone, or any circumstance, diminish our humanity or the humanity of 

another person.  

~ James Hanvey, SJ 

Proclaiming god’s Word 

Prayer for Illumination  

Scripture Reading: Psalm 82—A Plea for Justice. A Psalm of Asaph. 

1 God has taken his place in the divine council; 

    in the midst of the gods he holds judgment: 
2 “How long will you judge unjustly 

    and show partiality to the wicked? Selah 

3 Give justice to the weak and the orphan;  

    maintain the right of the lowly and the destitute. 
4 Rescue the weak and the needy; 

    deliver them from the hand of the wicked. 

5 They have neither knowledge nor understanding; 

    they walk around in darkness; 

    all the foundations of the earth are shaken. 

6 I say, “You are gods, children of the Most High, all of you; 
7 nevertheless, you shall die like mortals  

and fall like any prince.” 
8 Rise up, O God, judge the earth,  

for all the nations belong to you! 

Gospel Reading: Luke 10:25-37—The Parable of the Good Samaritan 

25 An expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit 

eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read 

there?” 27 He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 

all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind and your neighbor as 

yourself.” 28 And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will 

live.” 29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”  

30 Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell into the hands 

of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and took off, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by 

chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other 

side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the 

other side. 33 But a Samaritan while traveling came upon him, and when he saw him he 

was moved with compassion. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, treating them 

with oil and wine. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took 

care of him.  



 

35 The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care 

of him, and when I come back I will repay you whatever more you spend.’ 36 Which of 

these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the 

robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do 

likewise.” 

Sermon: “New Neighbor” 

resPonding to god’s Word 

Invitation to Offering 

[No offering will be collected. Please place your offerings in the baskets located at the 

entrances to the sanctuary. Thank you for your generosity—now and always!] 

Offertory Prayer (Unison) 

Holy One, as we bring our offerings to you, we give back to you from the abundant 

blessings you have given us. May our gifts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord. 

Blessing and glory, wisdom and thanksgiving, honor, and power and strength, are 

yours, Sovereign God, now and forevermore. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

Amen. 

Offertory Anthem: “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”—arr. Duane Funderburk 

Julie Fuqua, oboe 

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper  

Invitation to the Lord’s Table  

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Words of Institution 

Sharing of the Elements  

Pastoral Prayer after Communion/The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will  

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us—not into temptation—but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 

Bearing god’s Word into the World 

* Hymn No. 400: “When We Are Living”  

When we are living, it is in Christ Jesus, and when we're dying, it is in the Lord. 

Both in our living and in our dying, we belong to God; we belong to God. 

Through all our living, we our fruits must give. Good works of service are for offering. 

When we are giving, or when receiving, we belong to God; we belong to God. 

Mid times of sorrow and in times of pain, when sensing beauty or in love’s embrace, 

Whether we suffer, or sing rejoicing, we belong to God; we belong to God. 

Across this wide world, we shall always find those who are crying with no peace of mind, 

But when we help them, or when we feed them, we belong to God; we belong to God. 

Charge  

Benediction  

Postlude: “Allegro” from Concerto in B Minor—Walther 

 

 

 

 

Leading Worship This Morning: 

Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi, Pastor 

Heather MacPhail, Organist/Director of Music Ministries    

Jason Dennison, Videographer/Director of Technology  

Ed Schaible, Lay Worship Leader 

 


