
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Spirit of ’76, originally titled Yankee Doodle, was painted by Archibald M. 

Willard, of Cleveland Ohio for exhibit in Philadelphia during the 1876 centennial 

celebrations. Although Willard subsequently created a number of copies of the 

painting, this is the original. 

 

 

 

Our Service of Worship, July 3, 2022 

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary time 

Westwood First Presbyterian Church, Cincinnati, OH 

  
 

 

gathering around god’s Word 

Welcome/Announcements 

[Please take a moment to silence all mobile devices and prepare for worship.] 

Prelude: “Maestoso from Suite of Marches”—Purcell  

Jenna Tribbett, trumpet and Heather MacPhail, organ 

Ringing of the Tower Bell 

Choral Introit: “My Country Tis of Thee” 

[* Where indicated (*), those who are able are invited to stand.] 

* Call to Worship (Responsive)   

On July 4, 1776, our forefathers advanced the cause of freedom and liberty by declaring 

this nation’s independence and sovereignty and that all her citizens possessed the 

unalienable rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness given by our Creator. It is 

appropriate therefore as we celebrate our nation’s birthday that we give thanks to that 

Creator for our liberties and pray for renewed blessings upon our country, our government 

and our fellow citizens. Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people he 

chose for his inheritance. The earth is the Lord’s, and all who dwell in it.  

God is king over the nations: God sits on his holy throne.  

He rules by his might forever. His eyes keep watch on the nations.  

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for God judges the peoples with equity and 

guides the nations upon earth.  

O Lord, be gracious to us and bless us—shine your face upon us.  

May your ways be known upon the earth, your saving power among all peoples.  

Opening Prayer 

 



 

 

* Hymn No. 262: “God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand”  

God of the ages, whose almighty hand leads forth in beauty all the starry band 

Of shining worlds in splendor through the skies, our grateful songs before thy throne arise. 

Thy love divine hath led us in the past; in this free land with Thee our lot is cast; 

Be thou our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay, thy Word our law, thy paths our chosen way. 

From war’s alarms, from deadly pestilence, be thy strong arm our ever sure defense; 

Thy true religion in our hearts increase; thy bounteous goodness nourish us in peace. 

Refresh thy people on their toilsome way; lead us from night to never-ending day; 

Fill all our lives with love and grace divine, and glory, laud, and praise be ever thine. 

Invitation/Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Compassionate God, we look to you this day, for your continued mercy and grace, 

knowing that we as a nation have strayed from your ways. Like the Israelites long 

ago, we too have become a nation that does what is right in our own eyes. So, we ask 

you again to have mercy upon us and pour your Spirt upon us once more, renew us 

and revive us, and draw us back to you. We pray in Jesus’ Name. Amen. 

A Moment for Silent, Personal Confession 

[Please take a moment for silent reflection] 

Assurance of Forgiveness (Psalm 33:12, 20-22—Responsive) 

“Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people whom he has chosen as his 

heritage. Truly the eye of the Lord is on those who fear him, on those who hope in his 

steadfast love, to deliver their soul from death…” 

Our soul waits for the Lord; he is our help and shield. Our heart is glad in him 

because we trust in his holy name. Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, 

even as we hope in you.  

May Christ’s peace be with you—now and always. 

 And also with you.  

* Response: Gloria Patri (Unison) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.  

World without end, amen, amen. 

 

 

Announcements and Prayer Requests 

 July WestFed Food Pantry needs:  

 Canned Meat, Shampoo, Pork & Beans 

 Flowers are given this week:  

 In thanksgiving to God for our many freedoms. 

 By Elizabeth Durrell in loving memory of her husband, Jim.   

 Prayers are requested for:  

 Those who serve our country—past, present, and future. 

 Luke, the seven month old nephew of Mike and Amy Babicke, who is 

undergoing treatment for Kawasaki disease.  

 Janet Ziegler, recently diagnosed with leukemia. 

 Joe Dearwester, recovering from knee replacement surgery. 

 Cathie DeFazio, who is dealing with a rare melanoma behind her right eye,  

and Larry DeFazio, who is healing from a torn right rotator cuff.  

 Susie, a friend of the Kochheisers, undergoing chemotherapy.   

 Linda Kugele who continues to deal with breathing issues.  

 Our homebound members and friends.  

 The boys, girls, young men and women of our Scouting units, their families 

and leaders.  

 The members of our Session, our committees, and the discernment team.  

 Our partnerships with City Gosel Mission and the Little Princesses Ballet.  

 Welcome Rev. Dr. Erwin Goedicke! 

Erwin was pastor of North Presbyterian Church for almost 34 years before he 

retired last July and he now serves as stated clerk of our presbytery. Erwin also 

serves as secretary to a coalition of leaders who are seeking to connect and unite 

around Kingdom efforts in greater Cincinnati, and he leads a small network which 

partners with an orphanage and school for children in rural Kenya.  

Erwin lives with his wife SuzeAnn in Northside and they have a son who lives in 

Orlando. Erwin is an avid cyclist who hopes to “bike his age” at least once each 

year, and lately, he’s been trying to shave a few strokes off his golf game.  

 



 

Moment for Meditation: independence day 

On July 4, 1946, John F. Kennedy, then 29 years old, the Democratic nominee for a 

Massachusetts Congressional seat, and still a lieutenant in the Navy Reserve, was the 

featured speaker at the City of Boston’s Independence Day celebration. He spoke at Faneuil 

Hall, the red-brick building where long ago the colonists had gathered to protest taxes 

imposed by King George III and his Parliament. Kennedy began by talking not about taxes, 

or about the British, or about the consent of the governed, but about religion. “The informing 

spirit of the American character has always been a deep religious sense. Throughout the 

years, down to the present, a devotion to fundamental religious principles has characterized 

American though and action,” he said. 

For anyone wondering what this had to do with Independence Day, Kennedy made the 

connection explicit. “Our government was founded on the essential religious idea of 

integrity of the individual. It was this religious sense which inspired the authors of the 

Declaration of Independence: ‘We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are 

created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights.’” 

Whatever Kennedy’s motives were as a politician for emphasizing this point, on the 

historical substance he had it absolutely correct. The Declaration of Independence issued 

from Philadelphia on July 4, 1776, included four separate references to God. In addition to 

the “endowed by their Creator” line mentioned by JFK in his July 4 speech, there is an 

opening salute to “the laws of nature’s God,” an appeal to “the Supreme Judge of the 

World,” and a closing expression of “firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence.” 

The theology of the country’s founding has tended to get lost in the decades since Kennedy’s 

death, to the point where if someone unveiled the document anew today, hard-core 

separation-of-church-and-state types might even see it as a violation of the First 

Amendment’s clause prohibiting Congress from establishing a religion. The Declaration’s 

concept of God-given rights certainly is not without its flaws. God, alas, tends to be quite 

reticent when it comes to weighing in on disagreements about the definition of rights. Some 

extremists invoke God’s name while attempting to deprive others of rights. Atheists and 

agnostics, of whom there are increasing numbers these days, are left out. 

So amid all the fireworks and barbecue smoke this July 4, consider pausing for a moment 

to reflect on the one our founding fathers called the Creator. As Kennedy realized, the 

American Revolution, and thus the country we live in today, started with God, and with the 

Founders’ belief in rights that are his gift to us. Whatever your religious views, or lack of 

them, if you are an American, it’s at least worth understanding the idea on which our nation 

was founded. 

                               ~ Ira Stoll, author of Samuel Adams: A Life and JFK, Conservative 

Proclaiming god’s Word 

Prayer for Illumination  

Gospel Reading: Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs 

to every town and place where he himself intended to go. 2 He said to them, “The harvest 

is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out 

laborers into his harvest. 3 Go on your way; I am sending you out like lambs into the midst 

of wolves. 4 Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals, and greet no one on the road.  

5 Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house!’ 6 And if a person of peace is 

there, your peace will rest on that person, but if not, it will return to you. 7 Remain in the 

same house, eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the laborer deserves to be 

paid. Do not move about from house to house.  

8 Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is set before you; 9 cure 

the sick who are there, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 10 But 

whenever you enter a town and they do not welcome you, go out into its streets and 

say, 11 ‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe off in protest against 

you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come near. 16 “Whoever listens to you listens 

to me, and whoever rejects you rejects me, and whoever rejects me rejects the one who 

sent me.” 

17 The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, in your name even the demons 

submit to us!” 18 He said to them, “I watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of 

lightning. 19 Indeed, I have given you authority to tread on snakes and scorpions and over 

all the power of the enemy, and nothing will hurt you. 20 Nevertheless, do not rejoice at 

this, that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” 

Scripture Reading: Philippians 3:17—4:1 

17 Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the 

example you have in us. 18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often 

told you of them, and now I tell you even with tears. 19 Their end is destruction, their god 

is the belly, and their glory is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. 20 But 

our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  

 



 

21 He will transform the body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of his 

glory, by the power that also enables him to make all things subject  to himself. 1 Therefore, 

my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord 

in this way, my beloved. 

Sermon: “Citizenship” 

Rev. Dr. Erwin Goedicke 

resPonding to god’s Word 

Invitation to Offering 

[No offering will be collected. Please place your offerings in the baskets located at the 

entrances to the sanctuary. Thank you for your generosity—now and always!] 

Offertory Prayer (Unison) 

Lord of all, we give you thanks and praise, for you have richly blessed us in this 

nation with an overflowing wealth of health, peace, and all things needed for our 

daily lives. Through those blessings you entrust us with greater responsibility 

towards others less blessed. May we never take for granted what you have bestowed 

us, and always seek to share those blessings with those less fortunate. Amen. 

Offertory Anthem: “Battle Hymn of the Republic”—arr. Roy Ringwald   

Chancel Choir 

Pastoral Prayer  

[During the prayer, there will be an opportunity to offer a joy or concern aloud. During 

the pause, feel free to call out the name of someone for whom prayer is requested, or 

briefly, a joy or concern on your heart. The prayer concludes with the Lord’s Prayer.]  

The Lord’s Prayer (Unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will  

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us—not into temptation—but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

Bearing god’s Word into the World 

* Hymn No. 564: “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies”  

O beautiful for spacious skies, For amber waves of grain,  

For purple mountain majesties Above the fruited plain!  

America! America! God shed His grace on thee,  

And crown thy good with brotherhood From sea to shining sea!  

O beautiful for pilgrim feet Whose stern impassioned stress,  

A thoroughfare for freedom beat Across the wilderness!  

America! America! God mend thine every flaw,  

Confirm thy soul in self-control, Thy liberty in law!  

O beautiful for heroes proved In liberating strife,  

Who more than self their country love And mercy more than life!  

America! America! May God thy gold refine  

Till all success be nobleness, And every gain divine!  

O beautiful for patriot dream That sees beyond the years,  

Thine alabaster cities gleam Undimmed by human tears!  

America! America! God shed His grace on thee,  

And crown thy good with brotherhood From sea to shining sea!  

Charge and Benediction  

Choral Response: “Our Fathers’ God, to Thee” 

Postlude: “Rondeau”—Mouret 

Jenna Trippett, trumpet 

Leading Worship This Morning: 

Rev. Dr. Erwin Goedicke, HR, Guest Preacher 

Heather MacPhail, Organist/Director of Music Ministries    

Jason Dennison, Videographer/Director of Technology  

Karl Graham, Lay Worship Leader 

 


