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Grace and peace everyone,
A pastor once gave a list of top ten reasons to go to church. My favorites are:
· Elvis started out in a church choir…so can you.
· Goodness and mercy will follow you all the rest of your life-better than the IRS.
· There’s nothing good on Sunday morning TV.
But in all seriousness, why go to church? Why on earth would a busy 
person, want to sacrifice what little R&R time they have to attend 
public worship regularly? Those who attend worship regularly know 
that in doing so, you gain much more than you give up. Of course, 
lots of folks work on Sunday morning and that’s okay. But maybe 
you’ve never attended regularly. Maybe you did, but have since fallen 
into a habit of not doing so. Maybe you don’t feel ready or motivat-
ed to go. I truly get that—plus, we live stream our services, which 
makes staying home really tempting. Still, there’s nothing like being 
there--together. Here are a few reasons why I believe that is true:
To worship. That we’re to worship God publicly is a biblical given, 
so is the fact that God richly deserves our worship. Besides that, it’s 
what we’re created to do. Worshiping our Creator is being in sync 
with who we really are. Beyond that, I believe that in-person worship 
is a much deeper experience: being in the sanctuary, taking in the 
sights and sounds, fellowship—there’s nothing like it!
To have fellowship with Jesus Christ. If you knew that Jesus Him-
self was going to be at a particular place on a regular basis, wouldn’t 
you be motivated to go? Church is that place. When we worship, the 
Lord is present in a unique and special way.
To hear God’s voice. Daily we hear so many voices, offering many 
choices. Life can be confusing, often overwhelming. Through the Word 
read and proclaimed, God speaks to us and guides us: a voice of strength 
and comfort, healing and binding up, a voice of sanity amidst the insanity.
To grow spiritually. Private spirituality’s fine and I’m glad to know that 
folks are reading the Bible, praying, etc. at home, watching the live stream, 
but there’s no substitute for what happens when we do it together.
To be loved, encouraged and prayed for, and to love, encour-
age and pray for others. In a fallen world, life can be tough. We all 
face dilemmas and disappointments, discouragement and heartache. 
Why do so alone? Our presence is a powerful encouragement to oth-
ers, even when no words are spoken, and what makes church, church 
is community. The truth is no one’s found anything that replaces the 
community aspect of church. People really do care for you.
The bottom line for me is this: God has showered his creation with 
His unconditional love and we should want to respond to that gift by 
praising Him, learning more about Him, and by surrounding our-
selves with people who will encourage us in our walk with Him.
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 
I hope to see you soon!
In Christ,
Pastor Jeff
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Music for the Seasons
Sunday, August 21 – Summer Choir sings again! Plan to join us in sing-
ing “Shall We Gather at the River”. We will meet and rehearse at 9:30am 
in the sanctuary. Extra voices welcomed!

Chancel Choir and Chancel Bells will resume rehearsals and leading wor-
ship mid-September. Stay tuned for scheduling. And think about joining 
us in Music Ministry at WFPC!

In the words of a favorite hymn:

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy greet faithfulness, mercy, and love. 
Great Is Thy Faithfulness, Lord unto me!

We continue to be blessed at Westwood First!
Heather MacPhail, Director of Music Ministries

Heather MacPhail, Director of Music Ministries 
                   macphaha@miamioh.edu

    Music Ministry NotesMusic Ministry Notes

Since 1923, WFPC has served as a Chartering Organization for the Boy Scouts of America. In that 99 years, hun-
dreds of Scouts have been served by the mission of the Church—and the program is as large and active now as it 

has ever been.

Earlier this year, the Church chartered a 
third unit, Scouts BSA Troop 1107. This 
unit currently has 14 girls registered from 
across the Westside, all well on their way to 
earning their Eagle Rank. Along with the 
already established Pack 107 and Troop 
107, we now have 94 registered Scouts be-

tween the ages of 5 and 18.

Jason Dennison has been selected as the 
Chartered Organization Representative, 

replacing Dave Ulrich after more than a decade in that role. This space will be 
used to keep the congregation aware of our units’ achievements, accomplishments, service and events.

    The Scouting ReportThe Scouting Report
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Mission
Shoulder to Shoulder
Shoulder to Shoulder (StS) is a non-profit organization that was founded 
here in Cincinnati in the mid 1990’s. The program began as primarily med-
ical care for people in a remote area of Honduras where care was not avail-
able. Quickly, the program expanded to other needs such as education, clean 
water, nutrition, and dental care. Larry and Jan Tepe helped to found the first 
dental clinic in the area and have continued to work with StS since 1999. The 
program grew to two fully functioning dental clinics located about 15 miles 
apart. Two Honduran dentists staff these clinics full time and have been ex-
tremely loyal to StS over the years.

Today, living conditions, even in the remote rural areas have improved dramatically. Many people now have run-
ning water, electricity, and of course, cell phones. However, there is still extreme poverty. Larry and Jan continue 
to manage a prevention oriented dental program. In 2016, the clinics with all of the equipment and supplies 
were gifted to the two Honduran dentists as a means to keep them in these communities (and also to avoid some 
sticky Honduran legal requirements). With the money Larry and Jan raise, they contract with the two dentists to 
provide preventive dental education and restorative dentistry to children in a number of schools. Education in-
volves the parents and teachers in addition to the school children. Larry and Jan assist in identifying the schools 
where care is most needed, screening the children, and initiating preventive care such as applying fluoride 
varnish, silver diamine fluoride, charting, and diagnosing. During the rest of the year, the children are brought 
to the clinic for cleanings and any necessary fillings or extractions. Larry and Jan meet yearly with the dentists to 
visit the schools and follow the progress of the program.

Over the years, Larry and Jan have recognized that the only way to improve oral care broadly is by educating 
adults and children. StS has done amazing work in the area of education and has distributed to children thou-
sands of electronic tablets that are preloaded with textbooks and other books. Larry and Jan are currently devel-
oping a dental education program in Spanish that will be downloaded for use in the schools.

Westwood First Presbyterian Church has been a steadfast supporter of the Dental Program of Shoulder to Shoul-
der. The congregation’s interest and financial support of this work is greatly appreciated by Jan and Larry, and 
even more so by the people in Honduras who receive care. 

BLOC Ministries
BLOC Ministries was started almost 25 years ago by Dwight and Stepha-
nie Young. BLOC stands for Believing in the power of hope; Living where 
we serve; One-to-One relationships and discipleship; Christ in all that we 
do. Over the next few months, we’re going to visit some of their programs 
around Price Hill. To start, we invite you to learn more about BLOC Min-
istries at an orientation session on Saturday, August 6, from 9 a.m. to noon. 

The presentation will be upstairs above the BLOC Coffee Company (at 801 Mount Hope Road in Price Hill). If 
you’d like to get some coffee or treats for the meeting, the coffee shop opens at 8; get there early! The room holds 
only about 35 people, so reserve your spot early! RSVP to Wendy Beckman at whbeckman@gmail.com.

Christmas in July Giving Tree
The Mission Committee will once again sponsor our Giving Tree in July. This year we will 
be collecting school supplies to benefit the students of Westwood Elementary. The request-
ed list of items include wide-ruled notebooks, glue sticks, crayons (12-pack), 2-pocket 
folders, and boxes of Kleenex. There will be a Christmas in July tree on display in the 
Narthex where lists of the requested items will be available. Please consider donating a few 
supplies and then returning them in the box below the tree no later than Sunday, July 31st. 
We thank you all for your generous support throughout the year with our missions.



Seventy Five Years Ago
During the Reds baseball 
game  on June 23, the Reds 
honored the 1947 Bentley Post 
American Legion National 
Amateur Baseball Champions 
on their 75th anniversary.

There was a pre game pro-
gram presenting the team’s 

accomplishments and then showing on the big screen Bill 
Sachs and Bill Zimmer acknowledging the crowd. They are 
two of three surviving members of the team.
Among the notables at the dinner celebrating 1947 Champi-
ons was none other than Babe Ruth.
The  presentation emphasized the “West Side” origins of the 
Bentley Post baseball program and acknowledged both Bills still 
reside on the West Side. You can view the 4-minute pre-game 
program by going to wfpc.org and selecting “Events” from the 
menu bar across the top (or just click on the picture above).

Westwood First 
Presbyterian Church

Gifts in Memory of Jim Phillipps
thru July 17, 2022

Willis Beckett Fund:
Kevin & Mary Quill   
Dave & Sharon Ulrich
Richard & Carol Carpenter
Mary Healey
Wendy Beckman
Joy Berringer
Pat & Dave Ross 
James & Linda Marlow
Dick & Dana Braun
Becky & Christopher Kern
John & Jeri Rathkamp
Diane Heilmann
Janice Kahsar
Mary Jill Allgeyer
John D. Mattingly
Harold & Judy Gadd

                 Member MemMember Memosos

Wesley Dennison   August 1
Lucas Wood    August 1
Anna Hedrick    August 3
Virginia Ulrich   August 5
Drusilla Garms   August 10
Sandra Hickey   August 13
Jeff Colarossi    August 14
Dale Hedrick    August 14
Christopher Rechel   August 14
Will Babicke    August 15
William Ringshauser   August 18
Chris Sebastian   August 18
Maggie Kuethe   August 19
Thomas Klayer   August 23
Dwight Hedrick   August 24
Robert Kimball   August 26
Pet Schroeder    August 28
Wallace Pearson   August 30
  
John & Sandra Bauman     August 3     54 yrs
Paul & Rhonda Boddy     August 7     29 yrs
David & Amy Van Schoik     August 8     35 yrs
W. Gregory & Dianne Spilman  August 15   52 yrs
Denny & Beth Richmond     August 17   49 yrs
Suzi & Jack Ensminger     August 22   53 yrs
William & Diane Ringshauser   August 22   47 yrs
Nicholas Wood & Jamie Bayliss August 29  13 yrs
Carol & John Moeller      August 30   53 yrs
Dick & Carol Carpenter      August 31   54 yrs
If your birthday or anniversary comes and goes and 
you didn’t find your name in the Parish Bell, we don’t 
have that information to properly recognize you.  If 
you’d like to be included in Birthdays and Anniversa-
ries, please email steve@wfpc.org

Stained Glass Fund:
William Seitz
Karl Graham 

Building & Maintenance 
Fund:
Barbara Nieman

Organ Fund:
Roberta Mattimiro

Friends of Music Fund:
Andy & Jane Patton
Cathie & Larry DeFazio

Sylvia Roth
Ohio Living Llanfair
1701 Llanfair Ave.
Suite 222
Cincinnati, Oh 45224

Michael & Amy Babicke
306 Blackberry St.
Cincinnati, Oh 45233

http://wfpc.org
mailto:steve%40wfpc.org?subject=
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uGzEPbOi95194RV13wfCkLIMpLvXXTpK/view?ts=62cd73b1


Bulletin BoardBulletin Board

Altar Flowers
If you would like to donate flowers, 
please contact Lynn Lanman for one 
of the following dates:
• July 24
• August. 7
• September 18

August Sunday Sextons are: 
August 7:        Bruce Smith
August 14:     John & Jeri Rathkamp
August 21:     Andy Patton
August 28:     Bode Olakanmi
    

A big thanks to Bruce 
Smith, John & Jeri Rath-
kamp, Patti Grace, Andy 
Patton and Bode Olakan-
mi for taking on the 
Sunday Sexton duties in 
June.
If you are interested in 
helping out, just talk to 
one of these volunteers 
to see how easy it is and 

contact Andy Patton at 513-382-8505 to 
reserve your spot.

Church Picnic
Friday, August 12th
4:00 - 9:00pm
Fernbank Park
Shelter House

Suggested Donation $8.00Suggested Donation $8.00
Join us a for some food, Join us a for some food, 

fun and fellowshipfun and fellowship
Fried chicken, green beans and coleslaw fromFried chicken, green beans and coleslaw from

The FarmThe Farm
Side dishes and desserts are welcome!Side dishes and desserts are welcome!

Some games available:Some games available:
cornhole, croquet, split-the-pot, and some cornhole, croquet, split-the-pot, and some 

triviatrivia
Sign-up sheet in Narthex for head count Sign-up sheet in Narthex for head count 

and foodand food dishes dishes

Mark Your Calendars:
As summer moves on (way too quickly) it is time to start think-
ing about the coming program year for Presbyterian Women. 
At this point we do not have all of our programs nailed down, 
but we want to make sure you have the dates on your calendars. 
Our plan is to meet 4 times for our luncheon and program at 
noon followed by the business meeting. The dates are:
October 6, 2022
December 1, 2022
March 2, 2023
June 1, 2023
Keep watching The Bell for information 
on the upcoming programs as we get 
closer. Hope to see you there!!



CalendarCalendar

 
Check out the calendar on wfpc.org.  You can view calendar events as a list or as a monthly calendar. In the 
calendar view, simply click on the month to select a new month and year.  While you “hover” over an event in the 
calendar view, more details will show themselves about that event.  While in list view, click on the date to pick a 
new date to begin your list.  In either view, if you click on the event, all the details about that event will appear.

http://wfpc.org


Answers to the clues begin in the box with the arrow emanating from the clue. The clue “(Pictured)” 
is asking “What is this a picture of”

Pastor’s PuzzlePastor’s Puzzle
Last month’s solution can be on the Last month’s solution can be on the next page



July’s   July’s   
Crossword SolutionCrossword Solution

ACROSS
 1  Loyal to their country
 6  Colonial army leader
 8  Valley fort
10  First American Congress
11  Payment to government
13  Nation’s birthday month
14  Made midnight ride
16  Bursts in the air
17  A big win
21  Freedom of choice
23  Bands march in
24  Original states
26  Record of events
27  Betsy Ross made one
28  British colonial war

DOWN
 2  Citizen of USA
 3  Colonist threw in harbor
 4  Part of Great Britain
 5  “We the People” document
 7  Washington crossed it
 9  60 second fighters
12  Not lies
15  No tyranny
18  ___ ACTS
19  British soldiers
20  Tea Harbor
22  Right of choice
25  George’s title

-----Major Project Completed-----

Upon return to our church building in 2021 for worship and resuming “regular” activities, it became apparent 
that attention to major roof repairs for the Administrative Wing was a priority. This roof, installed more than 25 
years ago, had been patched/repaired many times and interior water leaks and plaster damage incidents had now 
increased significantly.

The WFPC “Operations Team”, headed by Marc Baverman, took on the responsibility of contacting three institu-
tional roofing companies to assess the conditions, suggest actions, and submit bids for the project. All contractors 
agreed that total re-roofing was the only solution.

Marc reviewed the bids and recommended Holland Roofing, a reputable company with years of experience and 
also the lowest bid ($74,000). Stewardship & Operations Committee and Church Treasurer John Rathkamp 
supported this decision, identified two sources for partial funding, and then presented a motion to Session which 
was passed. The two existing designated funds utilized were Building & Grounds Contingency Fund and CPS 
Capital Project Savings Fund; at the time of Session approval these funds held a combined total of $104,000.

Our current priority is to begin working toward replenishing the balance of the Contingency Fund for fu-
ture-needed building improvements/repairs. We are fortunate in having had our current congregation, and those 
who came before us, as generous Christian stewards from whom we benefit today. The church building is dear to 
many and was passed on to us to respect, care for, and use wisely to praise God and do His work in this world. As 
you are able, please consider making special or ongoing contributions to the WFPC Building & Grounds Contin-
gency Fund. Together, we can work toward safeguarding our heritage. Thank you.

Up On the RoofUp On the Roof
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We’re on the 
Web

WFPC.org
FIND US ON 
FACEBOOK!

As Our Service of Worship Ends, 
Our Ministry of Service Begins!

The Parish Bell is the monthly newsletter of Westwood First Presbyterian Church.  

All visitors are welcome to worship with us Sunday at our Traditional Service at 10:30 a.m.    

Church Day Number:  513-661-6846   Fax Number:  513-389-3683
 Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Colarossi, Pastor     ext. 103
 Heather MacPhail, Organist/Director of Music Ministries  ext. 101
 Steve Foster, Communication Coordinator              ext. 105
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