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Sermon for June 12, 2022—“Who is God?” 
Trinity Sunday, Year C—Texts: Genesis 1:1-5, Deuter. 6:1-9; John 1: 1-5, 14, 16-18 

Who is God?  

God—as one theological text tells us is “the infinite divine being, One in being yet three 

Persons” or, as the Westminster Handbook to Reformed Theology states the “one and 

only God is the threefold reality of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.” Direct question. 

Concise answers. It’s all so simple on paper, but still, it sounds so impersonal.  

How does the doctrine, which is a central tenet of our faith, really touch our lives? 

Today’s readings, give us glimpses into this mystery. They create a kind of collage that 

leaves us with impressions instead of a clear picture. They remind us of the extraordinary 

character of God—something completely beyond our understanding, yet as close as our 

own breath. In the words of Jewish philosopher Martin Buber, this is a God who is not 

only with us, but who is for us as well. 

Paul, in his letter to the Romans, makes an really bold statement, telling us that we have 

“…received a Spirit of adoption, when we cry, ‘Abba, Father.’” We’re not only a 

chosen people, “we’re children of God.” As a metaphor, “father” signifies source of life, 

loving protector, attentive guide. These relational attributes are profoundly intimate. 

Furthermore, as heirs of God, we are “joint heirs with Christ.” We enjoy a relationship 

that’s with both God as father, and with Christ, who’s now our brother. These 

relationships are anything but impersonal. 

So, I’m always, well, sort of grateful for Trinity Sunday. Why?  Because every year it 

forces me to go back and dig deeply into the mystery at the center of the Christian faith, 

the Trinity, and what that means about God, and about us.  

While all three persons of the Trinity are found throughout scripture, the doctrine itself 

cannot be. It simply isn’t there. The word “trinity” is never actually used in either 

Testament. Yet, it is scriptural to its core. It’s the result of the church’s 250 or so years of 

reflecting on Scripture, regarding God’s nature, and on its experience of God’s self-

revelation as those encounters are recorded in Scripture. It continues even now as we 

consider the church’s continuing experience of God.  

Once a year, it’s good for us to think hard about the three-fold nature of God that the 

Bible reveals to us as the Holy Trinity. Consider our second reading: God is one. In 

Hebrew, “Shema yisrael, adoni eloheynu, adoni echod…” “Hear O Israel, the Lord our 

God is one Lord.” This ancient confession is foundational to all that we say about God. 

God is one in essence and unity, being and power, holiness and purpose.  

We talk so much about the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit that we need to remember 

that they’re three portions of the one reality we call God. The Bible reveals this God 

coming to us in three distinct ways, as three distinct co-equals—over, with and in us—

who are nonetheless the same God. God is over us as our source, our creator, our 

protector, the One above and beyond, the One who governs justly throughout all 

Creation. 

God is Lord and King, the Divine Parent Jesus called, “Father” beginning and preserving 

all things. But this One God is also a loving savior, gracious and merciful, and has 
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revealed himself as a Son—the One determined to overcome the gulf between the holy 

and the profane, reconciling, liberating, and saving, redeeming the profane from its lost-

ness so that we might live in communion with God.  

And this God not only creates and preserves, reveals, loves and redeems—this God also 

renews, transforms, empowers, and sustains his creation, and remains eternally present to 

us. All of this is the work of the One God who is indivisible in being, purpose and work. 

Indeed—God is one. Yet this one God is also three. 

The western church has called each of these ways “persons,” not to differentiate them as 

individual gods, but to identify them and describe how they interact with humankind. 

They describe the three different ways God has revealed himself to us, as well as the 

three different ways they interact with one another, how the relate to one another. Father. 

Son. Holy Spirit. 

First, God as Father. 

The Father is the Father, not because God is male—God is beyond all gender—and not 

because God is like a father in the human sense. Remember, human beings have 

nothing—no words, no metaphors, no analogies, nothing—that is truly and completely 

able to define God, or capture God’s essence beyond what God has given us. We call the 

first person Father, largely because Jesus did, and because this is what Jesus taught us to 

call him when he gave us the Lord’s Prayer, which, of course, begins, “Our Father…”  

Second, God as Son.  

We call the second person “Son,” because he comes from the Father, sent by God as 

God’s incarnation to reveal God to us, to be God with us, to live out his life with, and for 

us, as one of us. He wasn’t a holy hologram, some divine CGI special effect—no. He was 

flesh and blood. We know Jesus as the Son not only for that reason, but because that is 

how Jesus lived his life in familial obedience to his Father. And as Jesus prepares to 

return to the Father, he promises to send the Holy Spirit—the Advocate, the Comforter, 

the present tense of God. 

Finally—God as Spirit. 

This is the wind, the tongues of fire we read about last week, the wind that blows where it 

will, whose work is to renew, transform, sustain. The Spirit is the lifeline, the connection, 

with both the Father and the Son. It is the means through whom you and I come to 

experience, and know God, and who initiates within us the desire and ability to know 

God. It is the One who enables and empowers us to pick up our crosses, and follow the 

Son.  

It’s been said that every Christian heresy is—at its core—a Trinitarian heresy. This has 

resulted from our separating the will and the work of any one person of the Trinity from 

the other two. We must remember that though we call the Father the Creator of heaven 

and earth, the Son and the Spirit were also present at the very moment the universe was 

spoken into being. We must remember that though we call Jesus Savior, both the Father 

and the Spirit were also at work in Jesus’ saving act on the cross. We must remember that 

though we call the Spirit the Sanctifier and Sustainer of life, the Father and the Son are 

also at work at that transformation within us. What one does all three do. 
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We also tend to think of God from the top down, that is, as a hierarchy. Instead of 

thinking of them as equals, we tend to think of the Father as the real God, with Jesus and 

the Spirit sent by God to do the actual work. 

But think about it, that kind of thinking leads to the absurd notion of the loving Son, 

offering his life as a guilt offering to appease an angry and vengeful Father. It also leads 

us to think of the Father as someone separate and disconnected from the Son and the 

Spirit, and wonder how it is that Jesus can say, “No one comes to the Father except 

through me.”  

When we remember that God is Father, Son and Spirit it becomes clear what Jesus is 

saying; which is that he and the Father and the Spirit are One—we simply cannot 

encounter one without the others. It’s Jesus role to reveal God, and reconcile us to God to 

be the one through whom we’re able to enter God’s Holy presence, and—in a manner of 

speaking—it’s the Spirit who enables that to happen.  

One in Three—Three in One. 

When we encounter God, we encounters all three, whether we realize it or not. This is the 

mystery of God, and here—brothers and sisters—is the thing that we celebrate today: 

God over and above us. God for and with us. God in and among us.  

One God. The God of life and love. The God revealed to us in Jesus Christ. The God 

who, through Baptism, makes us his own. The God who meets us at his table to give us 

the bread of heaven, and cup of salvation. The God who is in us and among us, using us 

to share the good news of his love and purpose for us all. 

Thanks be to the Triune God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Amen and amen.  

 

 

 


