
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Service of Worship, June 26, 2022 

Thirteenth Sunday in  

Ordinary time 
Westwood First Presbyterian Church, Cincinnati, OH 

  
 

 

gathering around god’s Word 

Welcome/Announcements 

Prelude: “Awake, My Heart, with Gladness” (Movement IV)—Flor Peeters 

[Please take a moment to silence all mobile devices and prepare for worship.] 

Ringing of the Tower Bell 

[* Where indicated (*), those who are able are invited to stand.] 

* Call to Worship (Responsive)  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Here in this place, there are no foreigners, for all are welcome in God’s house. 

Here in this worship, there is only acceptance, for love is the language of faith. 

Here in our lives, there are no divisions, for God dwells in each of us. 

Come, let us gather in unity and love. 

Let us gather to worship the One who created us, 

The One who calls us, 

The One who equips us, 

The One who loves us without end. 

With joyful hearts, let us worship God. 

Opening Prayer  

 



 

* Hymn No. 288: “I Sing the Mighty Power of God”  

I sing the mighty power of God that made the mountains rise; 

That spread the flowing seas abroad, and built the lofty skies. 

I sing the wisdom that ordained the sun to rule the day;  

The moon shines full at God’s command, and all the stars obey.  

I sing the goodness of the Lord that filled the earth with food;  

God formed the creatures with a word, and then pronounced them good. 

Lord, how Thy wonders are displayed, where’er I turn our eyes; 

If I survey the ground I tread or gaze upon the skies! 

There’s not a plant or flower below but makes your glories known; 

And clouds arise and tempests blow by order from Thy throne; 

While all that borrows life from Thee is ever in Thy care, 

And everywhere that we can be, Thou, God, art present there. 

Invitation/Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Most Merciful Father, we confess to you and to one another, that we have sinned 

against you by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength. We have not fully loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We have not always had in us the mind of Christ. Holy One, 

forgive us, and free us from our sin. Renew in us the grace and strength of your Holy 

Spirit, for the sake of Jesus Christ your Son our Savior. Amen. 

A Moment for Silent, Personal Confession 

[Please take a moment for silent reflection] 

Assurance of Forgiveness (2 Cor. 5:17-20—Responsive) 

“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, 

everything has become new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through 

Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation…” 

In Christ, we are one. There are no barriers, no, differences, no divisions. We are 

a new people, forgiven and made whole. Thanks and praise be to God.   

The peace of Christ be with you all. 

 And also with you. 

* Response: Gloria Patri (Unison) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.  

World without end, amen, amen. 

Announcements and Prayer Requests 

 June WestFed Food Pantry needs: toilet paper, macaroni and cheese, canned fruit 

 July West Fed food pantry needs: canned meat, shampoo, pork & beans 

 Flowers are given this week in memory of:  

 The Hoffman, Simpson and Phillipps families by Charlene Hoffman.  

 Fred and Carol Hillsley by their family.  

 Prayers are requested for:  

 Luke, the seven month old nephew of Mike and Amy Babicke, who is 

undergoing treatment for Kawasaki disease.  

 Janet Ziegler, recently diagnosed with leukemia. 

 Joe Dearwester, recovering from knee replacement surgery. 

 Cathie DeFazio, who is dealing with a rare melanoma behind her right eye,  

and Larry DeFazio, who is healing from a torn right rotator cuff.  

 Susie, a friend of the Kochheisers, undergoing chemotherapy.   

 Linda Kugele who continues to deal with breathing issues.  

 Our homebound members and friends.  

 The boys, girls, young men and women of our Scouting units, their families 

and leaders.  

 The members of our Session, our committees, and the discernment team.  

 Our partnerships with City Gosel Mission and the Little Princesses Ballet.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Moment for Meditation: fellowship  

The Greek word translated as fellowship is the word koinonia. It’s a fascinating word with 

deep meaning behind it. It means, “sharing in common”. When thinking about a group of 

people, it is referring to the thing that the group has in common. There is something that 

brings the people together- a shared experience, interest, or affection. This could be true of 

anything: a sport, a hobby, an interest. In the New Testament the words is used many times 

to describe the life of the early church. What was it that they shared? It was something they 

had in common went beyond ethnicity, citizenship, class, language and gender. The thing 

they shared in common was the Gospel of Jesus. 

They had all heard about the announcement that God was reconciling the world to Himself. 

God had done this through the work of Jesus. God’s Spirit was working in people’s hearts 

to put their faith in Jesus and trust in Christ. They were turning away from idols and from 

their own ways of becoming right before God. They were finding true life and hope in Jesus. 

But this wasn’t just a new philosophy or a new ideology. It was a new identity. Their faith 

shaped who they were and in turn shaped what they did. 

The fellowship of the believers shaped the activities they did. The people of the church spent 

time learning from the Apostles. They reminded each other what Jesus did. They learned 

about how they should live their lives in response. But it wasn’t just limited to the activities 

of the group. It affected all aspects of life. It affected their family life. It affected their 

relationship with the government. And it affected how they treated each other and even their 

money. 

This sharing of Jesus shapes the church today. It is what makes the church a church. When 

there is love for God, a remembrance of what He has done, and what He continues to do 

that is what makes the church a true church. When Jesus is the center of the church it shows. 

But if people in the church make something else the focus of what we do, we cease to be a 

church of Christ. We can become many other things, but it easily ceases to become a church. 

                                    ~ Rev. Jeffrey Chang, Grace Christian Church of Staten Island 

 

 

 

 

 

Proclaiming god’s Word 

Prayer for Illumination  

Gospel Reading: John 8:19  

19 Then they said to him, “Where is your Father?” Jesus answered, “You know neither 

me nor my Father. If you knew me, you would know my Father also.” 

Scripture Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ 

with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 just as he chose us in Christ before 

the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5 He destined 

us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his 

will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.  

7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 

according to the riches of his grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and 

insight 9 he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure 

that he set forth in Christ, 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in 

him, things in heaven and things on earth.  

11 In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the 

purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12 so that 

we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory.  

13 In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, 

and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14 this is 

the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his 

glory. 

Sermon: “No wHere? Now Here.” 

resPonding to god’s Word 

Invitation to Offering 

[No offering will be collected. Please place your offerings in the baskets located at the 

entrances to the sanctuary. Thank you for your generosity—now and always!] 

 



 

Offertory Prayer (Unison) 

Gracious Lord, giver of life and source of all that is good, we know that all we have 

received is from your hand. You call us to be stewards of your Creation, caretakers 

of all you have entrusted to us. Help us to always use your gifts wisely and teach us 

to share them generously. May our faithful stewardship bear witness to the love of 

Jesus Christ, for it is in His name we pray. Amen. 

Offertory Solo: “Deep River”—arr. Moses Hogan   

Tommy Wessendarp, baritone 

Pastoral Prayer  

[During the prayer, there will be an opportunity to offer a joy or concern aloud. During 

the pause, feel free to call out the name of someone for whom prayer is requested, or 

briefly, a joy or concern on your heart. The prayer concludes with the Lord’s Prayer.]  

The Lord’s Prayer (Unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will  

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us—not into temptation—but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Bearing god’s Word into the World 

* Hymn No. 388 (vv. 1, 3-4): “O Jesus, I Have Promised”  

O Jesus, I have promised to serve Thee to the end; 

Be Thou forever near me, my Master and my friend;  
I shall not fear the battle if Thou art by my side, 

Nor wander from the pathway if Thou wilt be my guide. 

O let me hear Thee speaking in accents clear and still, 

Above the storms of passion, the murmurs of self-will. 

O speak to reassure me, to hasten or control; 

O speak, and make me listen, Thou guardian of my soul. 

O Jesus, thou hast promised to all who follow Thee 

That where Thou art in glory there shall Thy servant be. 

And, Jesus, I have promised to serve Thee to the end; 

O give me grace to follow, my Master and my friend. 

 
 

 

Charge and Benediction  

Postlude: “Awake, My Heart, with Gladness” (Movement V and VI)—Flor Peeters    

 

 

Leading Worship This Morning: 

Lisa Allgood, General Presbyter, Cincinnati Presbytery 

Mary Bramlage, Guest Organist     

Jason Dennison, Videographer/Director of Technology  

Dianne Heilmann, Lay Worship Leader 

 

 

 

 


