
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Holy Trinity, Andrei Rublev (1411 or 1425–27) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Holy Trinity, Alexandrov Alexander (2015) 

 

 

Our Service of Worship, June 12, 2022 

Trinity Sunday 
Westwood First Presbyterian Church, Cincinnati, OH  

 

 

GatherinG around God’s Word 

Welcome/Announcements 

Prelude: “God’s Time Is the Best”—J.S. Bach.  

[Please take a moment to silence all mobile devices and prepare for worship.] 

Ringing of the Tower Bell 

[* Where indicated (*), those who are able are invited to stand.] 

* Call to Worship (Responsive)  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

O Lord, our Sovereign God, have been, are, and always will be. 

Wonderful beyond measure, you are Faithful Father, Servant Son, Enlivening 

Spirit. 

Holy Lord, beautiful and dynamic, intimately united in love, 

You are our Creator and cause, you are our perfect Savior, you are our Intercessor 

and giver of Spiritual gifts. 

The Lord of all has called us forth; our Triune God has made us one. 

Hallelujah, bless the Lord. Hallelujah, praise God’s holy name! 

Opening Prayer  

 



 

* Hymn No. 138: “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty ”  

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!  

Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee. 

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!  

God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee, 

Though the eye of sinfulness Thy glory may not see, 

Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee, 

Perfect in power, in love, and purity. 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth, and sky and sea. 

Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! 

God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 

Invitation/Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Triune God, you gather, protect, and care for us, your beloved, through Word and 

Spirit. This you have done from the beginning of the world and will do to the end. 

Have mercy upon us and forgive us for sinning. We have not loved one another as 

we should, we have not sown the seeds of gospel hope, we have not been present for 

worship. Restore us, Lord. May we give ourselves willingly and joyfully to be of 

benefit and blessing to one another, that we may truly share one faith, have one 

calling, and be of one soul and one mind, for the sake of your son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A Moment for Silent, Personal Confession 

[Please take a moment for silent reflection] 

Assurance of Forgiveness (1 Timothy 1:15—Responsive) 

The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world 

to save sinners. Hear then Christ's word of grace to us: Your sins are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God.  

May the power of Christ’s peace be with you this day and every day. 

And also with you. 

* Response: Gloria Patri (Unison) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.  

World without end, amen, amen. 

 

Announcements and Prayer Requests 

 June WestFed Food Pantry needs: Toilet paper, macaroni and cheese, canned fruit 

 Flowers are given this week by:  

 Ed Schaible in memory of his wife, Barb, and his daughter, Kim. 

 Phyllis Jefferies in memory of loved ones. 

 Prayers are requested for:  

 The family of Jim Phillips, in the wake of his death last week. 

 Connie Hedrick and her family, after the death of her brother, Ron 

Eckenroth. 

 Luke, the seven month old nephew of Mike and Amy Babicke, who is 

undergoing treatment for Kawasaki disease.  

 Janet Ziegler, recently diagnosed with leukemia. 

 Jim Phillips, now at Alois Alzheimer’s Center. 

 Joe Dearwester, recovering from knee replacement surgery. 

 Cathie DeFazio, who is dealing with a rare melanoma behind her right eye,  

and Larry DeFazio, who is healing from a torn right rotator cuff. 

 Susie, a friend of the Kochheisers, undergoing chemotherapy.   

 Linda Kugele who continues to deal with breathing issues.  

 Our homebound members and friends.  

 The boys, girls, young men and women of our Scouting units, their families 

and leaders.  

 The members of our Session, our committees, and the discernment team.  

 Our partnership with City Gosel Mission and the Little Princesses Ballet.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Moment for Meditation: trinity 

In the church’s year, Trinity Sunday is the day when we stand back from the extraordinary 

sequence of events that we’ve been celebrating for the previous five months:    Advent, 

Christmas, Lent, Good Friday, Easter, Ascension, Pentecost—and when we rub the sleep 

from our eyes and discover what the word ‘god’ might actually mean.  

These events function as a sequence of well-aimed hammer-blows which knock at the clay 

jars of the gods we want, the gods who reinforce our own pride or prejudice, until they 

fall away and reveal instead a very different god, a dangerous god, a subversive god, a 

god who comes to us like a blind beggar with wounds in 

his hands, a god who comes to us in wind and fire, in 

bread and wine, in flesh and blood: a god who says to us, 

‘You did not choose me; I chose you.’ 

You see, the doctrine of the Trinity, properly 

understood, is as much a way of saying ‘we don’t know’ 

as of saying ‘we do know.’ To say that the true God is 

Three and One is to recognize that if there is a God then 

of course we shouldn’t expect him to fit neatly into our 

little categories. If he did, he wouldn’t be God at all, 

merely a god, a god we might perhaps have wanted.  

The Trinity is not something that the clever theologian comes up with as a result of hours 

spent in the theological laboratory, after which he or she can return to announce that 

they’ve got God worked out now, the analysis is complete, and here is God neatly laid out 

on a slab.  The only time they laid God out on a slab he rose again three days afterwards.  

On the contrary: the doctrine of the Trinity is, if you like, a signpost pointing ahead into 

the dark, saying: ‘Trust me; follow me; my love will keep you safe.’ Or, perhaps better, 

the doctrine of the Trinity is a signpost pointing into a light which gets brighter and 

brighter until we are dazzled and blinded, but which says: ‘Come, and I will make you 

children of light.’   

The doctrine of the Trinity affirms the rightness, the propriety, of speaking intelligently 

that the true God must always transcend our grasp of him, even our most intelligent grasp 

of him.” 

~ N.T. Wright, in For All God’s Worth: True Worship and the Calling of the Church 

 

 

ProclaiminG God’s Word 

Prayer for Illumination  

First Reading: Genesis 1:1-5 

1 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was complete chaos, 

and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of 

the waters.  

3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light 

was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and 

the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

Second Reading: Deuteronomy 6:1-9 

1 “Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the ordinances—that the Lord your 

God charged me to teach you to observe in the land that you are about to cross into and 

occupy, 2 so that you and your children and your children’s children may fear 

the Lord your God all the days of your life and keep all his decrees and his commandments 

that I am commanding you, so that your days may be long.  

3 Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe them diligently, so that it may go well with you 

and so that you may multiply greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, as the Lord, 

the God of your ancestors, has promised you. 

4 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. 5 You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul, and with all of your might. 6 Keep these words 

that I am commanding you today in your heart.  

7 Recite them to your children and talk about them when you are at home and when you 

are away, when you lie down and when you rise. 8 Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix 

them as an emblem on your forehead, 9 and write them on the doorposts of your house and 

on your gates. 

Gospel Reading: John 1:1-5, 14, 16-18 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He 

was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him 

not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life 

was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

overtake it. 

 



 

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory 

as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  16 From his fullness we have all received, 

grace upon grace. 17 The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came 

through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. It is the only Son, himself God, who is 

close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 

Sermon: “Who Is God?” 

resPondinG to God’s Word 

Invitation to Offering 

[No offering will be collected. Please place your offerings in the baskets located at the 

entrances to the sanctuary. Thank you for your generosity—now and always!] 

Offertory Prayer (Unison) 

Generous, Giving God, you are the Maker of Heaven and earth. Thank you for the 

privilege of partnering with you and each other in the work of the ministry. Accept 

the tithes and offerings we present to you today. May these bring pleasure in your 

presence. May our sincere desire to be faithful stewards bring joy to your heart.  

We know that you will bless our efforts and contributions for the proclamation of 

the gospel and the building up of your church. Affirm your love, grace, and provision 

for each giver, that we would continue to give with cheerfulness and full trust in your 

gracious providence. In Jesus’ name we humbly give and pray. Amen. 

Offertory Solo: “His Eye Is On the Sparrow”—arr. Hal H. Hopson 

Noelle Scheper, soprano 

Pastoral Prayer  

[During the prayer, there will be an opportunity to offer a joy or concern aloud. During 

the pause, feel free to call out the name of someone for whom prayer is requested, or 

briefly, a joy or concern on your heart. The prayer concludes with the Lord’s Prayer.]  

The Lord’s Prayer (Unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will  

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us—not into temptation—but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

 

BearinG God’s Word into the World 

* Hymn No. 285: “God, You Spin the Whirling Planets”  

God, You spin the whirling planets, fill the seas and spread the plain, 

Mold the mountains fashion blossoms, call forth sunshine wind and rain. 

We created in your image, would a true reflection be 

Of Your justice grace and mercy, and the truth that makes us free. 

You have called us to be faithful in our life and ministry. 

We respond in grateful worship joined in one community. 

When we blur Your gracious image, focus us and make us whole. 

Healed and strengthened as Your people, we move onward toward Your goal. 

God, Your will is still creating, calling us to life made new. 

Now reveal to us fresh vistas where there's work to dare and do. 

Keep us clear of all distortion. Polish us with loving care 

Thus new creatures in Your image, we'll proclaim Christ everywhere 

Charge  

Benediction  

Postlude: “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”—arr. John Innes  

Leading Worship This Morning: 

Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi, Pastor 

Heather MacPhail, Organist/Director of Music Ministries     

Jason Dennison, Videographer/Director of Technology  

Mary Ellen Betz, Lay Worship Leader 


