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If this looks/sounds familiar, it’s because it’s an excerpt from my ser-
mon on May 22. I strongly believe this needed to be said, and these 
are probably the most important points.
Each congregation has a purpose within God’s mission. Each has 
particular gifts. No congregation is everything to everyone—that’s 
impossible. But every congregation is—or can be—something to 
someone. Who can know God through our music or our worship? 
Who can experience forgiveness and grace through our church 
family? Who might come to deepen their faith through our Monday 
School gatherings, or being a part of our choirs—or our circles? Who 
needs the unique gifts we have to offer? Who can offer gifts we may 
need? Being an inviting and welcoming congregation involves shar-
ing the gifts given by the Holy Spirit, embodied uniquely in every 
person—because it takes all of us using those gifts in service to those 
outside the walls of our building, out in the community.
Still—I get it. Being invitational and welcoming seems too big, too 
audacious, too frightening, so we simply don’t do it. We question 
ourselves: How do I bring it up in conversation? What if I come 
across as judgmental? What if I get rejected? What if they don’t feel 
comfortable? We tend to ask a lot of “what if ” questions that focus 
on the negative side. But what if we looked at the good that might 
happen? And here, brothers and sisters, is the thing—actually here 
are two things: First, being welcoming and inviting is not just a good 
idea. I mean, it’s actually a great idea, but it’s not about growing our 
church, and it’s certainly not about survival. It simply can’t be. I’ve of-
ten asked myself: If it’s simply about numbers or survival, what does 
that say about us? 
If what we do isn’t solely about glorifying God, about willing and 
working for his good pleasure, about making disciples, and about 
doing our part in helping make the Kingdom of God a reality, do 
we even deserve to live? Do we even deserve to survive? I mean, 
churches close every day, about 4,000 per year according to studies. 
It happens, and it’s not the worst thing that can happen to a church. 
What do I mean? Well, as I’ve said repeatedly, and here’s the second 
thing: It’s about faithfulness. It’s about loving God, and neighbor in 
equal measure. It’s about loving one another as Christ himself com-
manded us, no matter who they might be. It’s about loving everyone. 
It’s about loving them in spite of the way they walk, talk, or dress. It’s 
about loving them regardless of skin color, gender or sexual orien-
tation, political affiliation—whatever. It’s about loving them the way 
that God loves them.
Brothers and sisters, God wants to use us. It’s often through a simple 
invitation, and a warm, sincere welcome, showing genuine interest in 
the person or people that find us. It’s about establishing new relation-
ships, while strengthening old ones. It’s about forming partnerships 
that serve the community, and taking advantage of the opportunities 
to serve, especially those whom Christ called “the least of these.”
Great things can—and will happen—if each of us play our part!
Blessings,
Pastor Jeff
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Our Wonderful Music Ministry
We are blessed with musicians, old and young, who love to ring and sing! The Chancel Bells had their “final 
ring” of the season on Sunday, May 15. They will be on summer break and will be ready to resume rehearsals in 
September. Chancel Choir Recognition will be Sunday, June 5 – thanking the choir members for their dedication 
in contributing to worship services each week. 

There will be two “Summer Choir Sundays” – Sunday, July 3 and Sunday, August 21. Anyone who loves to sing is 
invited to join! Rehearsals will be at 9:30 a.m. both mornings.

In addition, we had the final concert of our Concert Series on Sun-
day, April 24. All three concerts this season were well-attended and 
community support was indeed felt. We are finishing plans for the 
next season – 40thAnniversary! Stay tuned for schedule and artists!

Thank you for your support of Music Ministry at Westwood First. 
Donations are always welcomed for the various music funds – Wil-
lis Beckett Fund, Mace Justice Soloist Fund, Organ Fund, Handbell 
Fund. These are ways to honor special friends and musicians in your 
lives!

Wishing you all an enjoyable start to summer,
Heather MacPhail, Director of Music Ministries

Heather MacPhail, Director of Music Ministries 
                   macphaha@miamioh.edu

    Music Ministry NotesMusic Ministry Notes

A Word from your SessionA Word from your Session
At their last meeting, Session approved WFPC as the chartering or-
ganization for a new troop, Troop 1107 (formerly Troop 30), coming 
over from Westwood United Methodist. It is an all-girl troop, led by 
Scoutmaster Dan Dalton, and many of them are siblings for the Cubs 
and Scouts who already meet here. Jason Dennison is stepping away as 
Cubmaster, due to changes at his job at CET, but will remain as the char-
tering organization representative. I can’t think of anyone better, and 
look forward to working with Jason in that new capacity. The Scout/Cub 
programming is largely winding down, and when things begin again in 
the Fall, we’ll be looking forward to the 100th Anniversary of Troop 107 
in 2023. While that discussion is just beginning, we already have a few 
“irons in the fire” for the Spring celebration weekend that we believe will 

make it something special! More news as it happens!!
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Mission
The Pentecost Offering
  The Pentecost Offering unites us in a church-wide effort to support 
young people in Christ and inspire them to share their faith, ideas, and 
unique gifts with the church and the world. It nutures the faith of those 
who are the church to come.
  A foundation of faith established during childhood helps ensure lifelong 
faith and service.  The patterns and lessons established during these for-
mative years continue to bear fruit throughout a person’s life.  By donating 
to the Pentecost Offering, you are nurturing the faith of those who are the church to come – children, youth and 
young adults.
  

  A gift to the Pentecost Offering helps the church encourage, develop, and support its young people, and also 
address the needs of at-risk children.  40% of the Pentecost Offering can be retained by individual congregations 
wanting to make an impact in the lives of young people within their own community.  The remaining 60% is 
used to support children at-risk, youth, and young adults through ministries of the Presbyterian Mission Agency.
  Investing in our greatest resource….help youth begin life with a solid foundation of faith

How is Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Helping in Ukraine?
Since Russia invaded Ukraine, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
(PDA) has committed rapid response solidarity grants to five 
ecumenical partners in Eastern and Central Europe addressing the 
humanitarian crisis created by the unprovoked attack.
Recipients include the Friends of Community of Sant’Egidio, who 
are still in Ukraine, and Hungarian Reformed Church Aid, which 
is essentially the PDA of the Hungarian Reformed Church, said 
Susan Krehbiel, PDA’s Associate for Refugees & Asylum.  “We are 
part of a church,” Krehbiel said. “And so, we have church relation-
ships, and that gives us a different way of entering into this work 
that is special. It means we’re grounded in relationships and people 
having relationships in the community.”

In situations such as Ukraine, Krehbiel says PDA’s role is finding organizations on the ground, in the communi-
ties that need help, and helping to build their capacity to assist through the generosity of donors to PDA, includ-
ing through the One Great Hour of Sharing special offering. She cites the Hungarian Reformed Church as an 
example.
“They have relationships with individual congregations,” Krehbiel said. “Then they have relationships with local 
governments, they have relationships with other ecumenical churches and organizations that do this work. And 
they get international support, not just from PDA, but also from other Reformed churches in the world.
“So, it’s helpful for us to not only have the direct relationship with them, but also to know that they’re in relation-
ship with others, so we can see the whole picture, and we’re able to work with the other national and international 
partners to see that resources get to them.”
PDA is also providing support to Hungarian Interchurch Aid and Lutheran World Federation through its long-
time international partner ACT Alliance, and the International Orthodox Christian Charities in Romania. Kreh-
biel said that all partners are saying they see Ukraine as a long-term response that will require continued support.
The Mission Committee, on half of WFPC donated $1000 to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance for their efforts in 
the Ukraine. If you would like to contribute, visit https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000156/
for more information.
 I
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                 Member MemMember Memosos

Nanette Chastain                         June 1
Amanda Ulrich      June 4
Kristi Reed       June 4
Chris O’Connell      June 5
Brett Witterstaetter      June 5
Beth Richmond      June 6
Diane Heilmann      June 7
Phyllis Jefferies      June 8 
John Schickner      June 8
Jack Ulrich       June 8
Katherine Huffman      June 13
Jill Huber       June 15
Bola Olakanmi      June 17
Bill Sachs       June 20
Beth Kochheiser      June 20
Robert Badgley      June 21
Dianne Spilman      June 22 
Mya Banks       June 29
Jason Dennison      June 29
  
Linda Schaible      June 3         22 Yrs
Marc & Ashley Baverman     June 9         10 Yrs 
Andy & Jayne Patton      June 11       56 Yrs
Marc & Mary Beth Baverman    June 14       42 Yrs
Michael & Brittany Ulrich     June 18       12 Yrs
Al & Lynne Gulleman     June 19       35 Yrs
John & Jeri Rathkamp     June 26       57 Yrs
Dale & Connie Hedrick     June 29       37 Yrs  

   If your birthday or anniversary comes and goes and 
you didn’t find your name in the Parish Bell, we don’t 
have that information to properly recognize you.  If 
you’d like to be included in Birthdays and Anniversa-
ries, please email steve@wfpc.org

From the family of Marlene Tarvin
Thank you for the love and support 
expressed in so many ways during 
Mom’s illness and at her passing 
-  thoughts and prayers, hugs, cards 
and notes, flowers, phone conversa-
tions, snacks and comforting meals 
- nourishment for our body and soul 
during a difficult and sorrowful time. 
Mom and Dad loved their years here 
at Westwood First and their church 
family. The expression of genuine 
love from this congregation for them 

and for us, has meant so much and you all hold a special place 
in our hearts.

With our sincere love and appreciation, 
The Kimball and Sparks Families

Giving Notice
To those who make contribu-

tions by check directly from a 
pension, retirement, or other 
specific fund/account: Please 
help our volunteers who record 
donations by requesting that 
the financial institution note your name on the check (or 
attached document). Your doing so will help us maintain cor-
rect records for the church and contribute to your receiving 
an accurate Statement of Giving document. Your assistance 
will be appreciated!

Alarming News
The new alarm system is final-

ly(!) in place and we will begin 
programming it regularly within 
the next week or so. Now, more 
than ever, it will be important 
to make sure someone is here 
before you come to the church. 
The number of people that have 

a code will be limited to probably no more than 10. Training 
will be offered and required for anyone with a code. We will 
also be installing additional motion-activated cameras for the 
outside doors, that will let us know when someone is at that 
door.
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Bulletin BoardBulletin Board

PW Luncheon & Gathering
Thursday, June 2; 12pm
Dining Room
After our traditional salad luncheon, we 
will hear about Princess Ballet from guest 
speaker Barry Baker, Executive Vice-Pres-
ident for Youth Programs at City Gospel 
Mission. 
Barry oversees, among other things, the 
Princesses Ballet, and Pastor Jeff got to 
know him during the process that brought them to 
Westwood First. A pastor, first and foremost, he is as 
Godly a man as you’ll ever want to meet and Pastor Jeff 
is proud to call him a colleague and a friend! If you’d 
like to know more about the Little Princesses program, 
or about City Gospel Mission, please be sure to come 
and hear Barry! 
For luncheon reservations please contact Diane Ring-
shauser: dringshauser@gmail.com or 513-923-4123.

Lifeway Christian Resources is offering a free eBook, 
Snapshots, a new reference guide that provides an over-
view of all 66 books of the Bible, so that you can gain a 
clearer understanding of the main points and passages 
found in each. It’s about 200 pages and it’s entirely free.  Vis-
it: https://www.lifeway.com/snapshots and enter your name 
and email address. You will be signing up for promotional 
emails, but you can simply unsubscribe when you receive 
the first one.  Lifeway offers great Christian books, studies, 
etc. This is a great reference to use while reading the Bible, 
it’s worth the effort!

June Sunday Sextons are: 
June 5:        Linda Gardner
June 12:      Patti Grace
June 19:     Andy Patton & Bode Olakanmi
June 26:     Jarod Harlow

     

A big thanks to John 
& Jeri Rathkamp, 
Linda Gardner, Andy 
Patton, Bode Olakan-
mi, Holly Scheper for 
taking on the Sunday 
Sexton duties in May.
If you are interested in 
helping out, just talk 
to one of these volun-
teers to see how easy 

it is and contact Andy Patton at 513-382-
8505 to reserve your spot.

Circle 6
Saturday, June 11 9:30am
Home of Jeri Rathkamp
Join us as we continue our Bible Study  

“What My Grandmothers Taught Me”.  
This month we will continue with Les-
son 7 and 8 about Mary. The great gift 
of Mary’s story throughout biblical wit-
ness and through the ages: her human 
life, with its frailties, danger, struggle, 

and grief, becomes a limited space in which we can 
see reflected our own frailties, struggle, and grief. If 
Mary can encompass God within her human body, 
giving birth to the holy, perhaps we can too.

Circle One News
On a lovely May evening, Circle 
One members enjoyed our 
annual year-end salad supper 
at the home of Beth Richmond.  
In addition to good food and 
fellowship, we concluded this 
year’s Bible Study.  Circle One 
will next meet in September on 
the second Monday.

BiblePuzzles.com

The Ultimate Bible Maze

Westwood Woman’s Club 
Board Meeting
Monday, June 13 
10:00am - 12:00pm
Moorhead Room
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CalendarCalendar

 
Check out the calendar on wfpc.org.  You can view calendar events as a list or as a monthly calendar. In the 
calendar view, simply click on the month to select a new month and year.  While you “hover” over an event in the 
calendar view, more details will show themselves about that event.  While in list view, click on the date to pick a 
new date to begin your list.  In either view, if you click on the event, all the details about that event will appear.

http://wfpc.org


Pastor’s PuzzlePastor’s Puzzle
Last month’s solution can be on the Last month’s solution can be on the next page

Acts of the Apostles Word seArch

ACENSION
AGRIPPA

ANANIAS AND SAPPHIRA
ANTIOCH
APOSTLES
ATHENS

BARNABAS
BEREA

CAESAR
CAESAREA

CONVERSION OF SAUL
CORINTH
CYPRUS

DEATH OF HEROD
EPHESUS

ETHIOPIAN EUNUCH
FELIX

FESTUS
GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

GREECE
HEALING OF A LAME MAN

ICONIUM
IMPRISONMENT

JERUSALEM
LUKE

LYSTRA
MACEDONIA
MATTHIAS

PAUL
PENTECOST

PERGA
PERSECUTION

PETER’S VISION
PREACHING

ROME
SANHEDRIN
SERMONS

SILAS
SIMON THE SORCERER
STONING OF STEPHEN

THESSALONICA
TIMOTHY

TYRE

BiblePuzzles.org.uk



May’s     
Crossword Solution

Across: 1 Ass, 2 God, 4 Thaddaeus, 
8 Sadducees, 12 Adina, 13 Our, 14 Noe, 
15 Curse, 16 Pit, 17 Satan, 18 Taste, 
19 Eve, 20 Elisabeth, 21 Aaronites, 
22 Levi, 23 Despises, 26 Promises, 
30 Suffered, 31 Rise, 32 Mediator, 
35 Adorning, 39 Ezra, 40 Gog, 42 Ant, 
44 Palace, 45 Increase. 

Down: 1 Angel Of The Lord, 
3 Dead Sea Scrolls, 4 Trample, 5 Amittai, 
6 Dead Sea, 7 Strongholds, 8 Sanctuaries, 
9 Unclean, 10 Earnest, 11 Shekels, 
24 Ear, 25 Eye, 26 Posts, 27 Offered, 
28 Serpent, 29 Sodom, 33 End, 34 Own, 
35 Agag, 36 Omega, 37 Isaac, 38 Gift, 
41 Open, 43 Nets. 

Bible Crossword by BiblePuzzles.org.uk



Westwood First Presbyterian Church
3011 Harrison Avenue
Cincinnati, OH  45211

We’re on the 
Web

WFPC.org
FIND US ON 
FACEBOOK!

As Our Service of Worship Ends, 
Our Ministry of Service Begins!

The Parish Bell is the monthly newsletter of Westwood First Presbyterian Church.  

All visitors are welcome to worship with us Sunday at our Traditional Service at 10:30 a.m.    

Church Day Number:  513-661-6846   Fax Number:  513-389-3683
 Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Colarossi, Pastor     ext. 103
 Heather MacPhail, Organist/Director of Music Ministries  ext. 101
 Steve Foster, Communication Coordinator              ext. 105
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