
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Is One, Evan Yegon  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ascension of Christ, Michael O'Brien 

Our Service of Worship, May 29, 2022 

The Ascension of Our Lord 
Westwood First Presbyterian Church, Cincinnati, OH  

 

 

GatherinG around God’s Word 

Welcome/Announcements 

Prelude: “Come, Christians, Join to Sing”—arr. Lowe 

[Please take a moment to silence all mobile devices and prepare for worship.] 

Ringing of the Tower Bell 

Choral Introit   

[* Where indicated (*), those who are able are invited to stand.] 

* Call to Worship (Based on Psalm 47—Responsive)  

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, through the 

working of the Holy Spirit.  

And also with you.  

Come and worship, people of God! 

Let us celebrate with songs of praise! 

For our God, the Most High, is seated on his holy throne, Sovereign over all the earth! 

Let’s worship God together. 

Opening Prayer (Unison) 

Father in Heaven, as we gather to worship today, our minds were prepared for the 

coming of your kingdom when you took Christ beyond our sight so that we might 

seek him in glory. We ask that you continue to stretch our imaginations to sense the 

majesty and mystery of His ascension. Help us follow where he has led and find our 

hope in his glory, for he is Lord forever and it is in His name we humbly pray. Amen. 

 



 

* Hymn No. 142: “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”  

All hail the power of Jesus’ name! Let angels prostrate fall; 

Bring forth the royal diadem, and crown him Lord of all. 

Bring forth the royal diadem, and crown him Lord of all. 

Let every kindred, every tribe, on this terrestrial ball, 

To Him all majesty ascribe, and crown him Lord of all. 

To Him all majesty ascribe, and crown him Lord of all. 

O that with yonder sacred throng we at his feet may fall! 

We’ll join the everlasting song, and crown him Lord of all. 

We’ll join the everlasting song, and crown him Lord of all. 

Invitation/Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Too often, Lord God, we are hesitant in our witness; seeking safe and suitable 

opportunities to speak of our faith. Too often, we are half-hearted in our service; 

reluctant to stand out from the crowd or to attract criticism. Too often, we live as 

if dependent wholly on our own resources; relying on our perceived skills and 

modest insights. Too often, we look to the clouds for our inspiration, in the vain 

hope of finding you there.  

Forgive the poverty of our efforts and the frailty of our faith and open wide our 

hearts and minds to the immanent presence of our Risen, Living and Ascended 

Lord Jesus Christ, in whose name we humbly pray. Amen. 

A Moment for Silent, Personal Confession 

[Please take a moment for silent reflection] 

Assurance of Forgiveness (1 John 1:4-7—Responsive) 

“And this is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is 

light, and in Him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with 

Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; but if we walk 

in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and 

the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.”  

This is the Good News: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Thanks be to God!! 

Brothers and sisters, knowing that we are forgiven and freed, may Christ’s peace be 

with you always.  

And also with you! 

Announcements and Prayer Requests 

 May WestFed Food Pantry needs: Cereal, Crackers, and Canned Corn. 

 Flowers are given this week in memory of:  

 Sharon’s parents, Dot and Jack Stottman, by the Ulrich Family. 

 Ray Heylmun by Fern.    

 Prayers are requested for:  

 For the families mourning the death of loved ones while serving in the United 

States armed forces 

 Luke, the seven month old nephew of Mike and Amy Babicke, who is 

undergoing treatment for Kawasaki disease.  

 Janet Ziegler, recently diagnosed with leukemia. 

 Jim Phillips, now at Alois Alzheimer’s Center. 

 Joe Dearwester, recovering from knee replacement surgery. 

 Cathie DeFazio, who is dealing with a rare melanoma behind her right eye,  

and Larry DeFazio, who is healing from a torn right rotator cuff. 

 Dominic, a teen-aged friend of the Zorn’s, undergoing open heart surgery.   

 Susie, a friend of the Kochheisers, undergoing chemotherapy.   

 Linda Kugele who continues to deal with breathing issues.  

 Our homebound members and friends.  

 The members of our Session, our committees, and the discernment team.  

 Our partnership with City Gosel Mission and the Little Princesses Ballet.  

 THIS MORNING WE WELCOME REV. BETH ANNE CREGO, Executive 

Pastor at Westwood United Methodist Church. Prior to being a pastor, she was a 

cardiac nurse for twenty years. In Florida, she answered God’s call and moved to 

Edinburgh, Scotland as a missionary, where she met and married her husband. She 

came to Cincinnati when her husband John, who works for P&G, was 

transferred here from Geneva, Switzerland. While a member at Loveland UMC, she 

answered God’s call to go into full time ministry, and graduated from United 

Theological in Dayton, OH. She was Ordained as a Full Elder in 2016, and served 

other churches before being appointed Executive Pastor at Westwood in 2017. 

Pastor Beth Anne and John have two sons, Jack and Joshua as well as two 

Goldendoodles, Paris and Stumpy. 



 

Moment for Meditation: Memorial Day 

The origin of Memorial Day has drifted from public consciousness. A day meant to 

commemorate fallen soldiers now signals the arrival of summer. We rejoice over 

backyard barbecues with a couple of six packs, grilled chicken, and babyback ribs. 

Such celebrations are not wrong. On the contrary, revelry gives our gratitude light 

and color. It lends music and expression to the deep stirrings of the heart. Yet when 

we focus on the festive trappings without reflection on the day’s somber motive, we 

dishonor those who served, and the families who still mourn them.  

Our tendency to forget truth and goodness in favor of our passions and self-interest 

has haunted us for millennia. Our nature as sinful beings is to forget what springs 

from God’s goodness. Daily, we must pray for the capacity to bind remembrance of 

Christ to our hearts. Yet when we can’t, the Lord who condescended to live and die 

among us remains faithful until the end of the age (Matt. 28:20). He loves us, and he 

remembers us. Even when the names of his fallen, forgiven people fade into history, 

the Lord knows them, remembers their sacrifice, and draws them to himself.   

              ~ Kathryn Butler MD, The Gospel Coalition 

I am struck by the similarity of our expressions of patriotism and faith. Occasionally 

I wonder if we get the cross and the flag confused. As American Christians, we are 

indeed twice-blessed, but we should not get the two confused. America is an 

imperfect place, an unfinished project, an ideal we hope to make a reality. 

       ~ Roger Brady, Christianity Today 

Memorial Day is at its core about expressing gratitude for those who have fallen in 

the service of our country. After the death of thousands of soldiers following the Civil 

War, our country’s leaders instituted this as day to remember, in solemnity and 

heartfelt gratitude, the ultimate price that was paid. As you commemorate this day, 

be thankful. Show true gratitude. As believers, true gratitude ultimately directs to 

God. As you remember those who have fallen, praise Jesus for how he has shown us 

true love and sacrifice, and taught us what real freedom is. 

           ~ Daniel Threlfall, Sharefaith Magazine 

  

 

 

* Response: “Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks to the Risen Lord” (Unison) 

[Refrain]: Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord.  

 Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his Name. 

We have been crucified with Christ, now we shall live forever. [Refrain] 

Come let us praise the living God, joyfully sing to our Savior. [Refrain] 

ProclaiminG God’s Word 

Prayer for Illumination  

First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and teach 2 until the 

day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to 

the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 After his suffering he presented himself alive to them 

by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the 

kingdom of God. 4 While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem but 

to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from 

me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with[c] the Holy Spirit not 

many days from now.” 

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will 

restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods 

that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 When he had said this, as they were watching, he 

was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While he was going and they were 

gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11 They said, 

“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been 

taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

Gospel Reading: Luke 24:44-53 

44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with 

you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms 

must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46 and he 

said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on 

the third day 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name 

to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+1&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26918c


 

48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And see, I am sending upon you what my Father 

promised, so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed 

them. 51 While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into 

heaven. 52 And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and they 

were continually in the temple blessing God. 

Sermon: “Gazing” 

Rev. Beth Anne Crego 

resPondinG to God’s Word 

Invitation to Offering 

[No offering will be collected. Please place your offerings in the baskets located at the 

entrances to the sanctuary. Thank you for your generosity—now and always!] 

Offertory Prayer (Unison) 

 Gracious, Giving God, with joy and confidence in your abiding love and presence 

with us, we present these gifts, tokens of our lives, as an offering for service in and to 

this world which you have entrusted to us. Bless these gifts and bless all those who 

place their trust in you. Bless these gifts, O Lord, that we might worship you with 

great joy and serve your people with great love. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

Offertory Anthem: “America the Beautiful”—arr. John Ness Beck 

Chancel Choir 

Pastoral Prayer  

[During the prayer, there will be an opportunity to offer a joy or concern aloud. During 

the pause, feel free to call out the name of someone for whom prayer is requested, or 

briefly, a joy or concern on your heart. The prayer concludes with the Lord’s Prayer.]  

The Lord’s Prayer (Unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will  

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us—not into temptation—but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

BearinG God’s Word into the World 

* Hymn No. 386: “O for a World”  

O for a world where everyone respects each other’s ways, 

Where love is lived and all is done with justice and with praise. 

O for a world where goods are shared and misery relieved, 

Where truth is spoken, children spared, equality achieved. 

We welcome one world family and struggle with each choice 

That opens us to unity and gives our vision voice. 

O for a world preparing for God’s glorious reign of peace,  

Where time and tears will be no more, and all but love will cease. 

Charge and Benediction  

Choral Response 

Postlude: “O God Our Help in Ages Past”—arr. J. Wayne Kerr 
 

Leading Worship This Morning: 

Rev. Beth Anne Crego, Exec. Pastor, Westwood United Methodist Church 

Heather MacPhail, Organist/Director of Music Ministries     

Jason Dennison, Videographer/Director of Technology  

Marc Baverman, Lay Worship Leader 

 

 


