
 

 

Jesus laid out the most basic Christian teaching of all when he was asked: “Which 

commandment in the law is the greatest?” He told him, ‘You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and 

first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On 

these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” (Matt. 22:36-40).  

The Beloved Community is the body within which all people can grow to love God and love 

the image of God that we find in our neighbors, in ourselves, and in creation. It provides a 

positive, theologically and biblically based ideal that orients the work of racial healing, 

reconciliation, and justice. It is the end toward which the Jesus Movement points.  

~ Excerpt from: Becoming Beloved Community…Where You Are, episcopalchurch.org 

Our Service of Worship for May 22, 2022 

Sixth Sunday of easter 
Westwood First Presbyterian Church                          Cincinnati, OH  

 

 

GatherinG around God’s Word 

Welcome/Announcements 

Moment for Mission 

Prelude: “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending”—arr. Dale Wood 

[During the Prelude, you are invited to take a moment to prepare for worship.] 

Ringing of the Tower Bell 

Choral Introit: “Praise the Lord”—Douglas E. Wagner   

* Where indicated (*), those who are able are invited to stand. 

* Call to Worship (Responsive)  

The grace and peace of our Risen Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.  

Children of God: welcome! 

Welcome to this place of love and grace, 

Welcome to this place of hope and perseverance. 

God invites all of us to be a part of the beloved community, 

God invites all of us to share in the good news: 

We are welcome, just as we are. We are loved, just as we are. 

 In gratitude for all of this, let us worship God. 

Opening Prayer 



 

* Hymn No. 443: “O Christ, the Great Foundation”  

O Christ, the great foundation on which your people stand 

To preach your true salvation in every age and land: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit to make us strong and pure,  

To keep the faith unbroken as long as words endure.  

Baptized in one confession, one church in all the earth, 

We bear our Lord’s impression, the sign of second birth: 

One holy people gathered in love beyond our own, 

By grace we were invited, by grace we make you known. 

This is the moment glorious when He who once was dead 

Shall lead His church victorious, their champion and their head. 

The Lord of all creation His heavenly kingdom brings, 

The final consummation, the glory of all things 

Invitation/Litany of Confession (Responsive) 

We confess, Living God, our failure to live as your children, as the Body of Christ.. 

We confess, Loving God, that we have not loved you as you have loved us. 

We confess, Gracious God, that we have failed to obey your Word. 

We confess, Merciful God, our desire to contain you in myriad ways. 

We confess, Almighty God, that we do not acknowledge you as Lord of all the earth. 

Forgive us and redeem us when we have failed to be salt and light to the world. 

Forgive when we fail to welcome and accept those who are different from us. 

Forgive us, we pray, when we fail to see the face of Jesus in those around us. 

Forgive us as we confess that which lies in the depths of our hearts. 

A Moment for Silent, Personal Confession 

[Please take a moment for silent reflection] 

Assurance of Forgiveness (Romans 5:1—Responsive) 

Friends, believe the good news of the gospel: “…having been justified by faith, we have 

peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Amen! 

May Christ’s peace be with you now and always. 

And also with you. 

 

Announcements and Prayer Requests 

 May WestFed Food Pantry needs: Cereal, Crackers, and Canned Corn. 

 Flowers are given this week in memory of:  

 June and Carsten Wegelin, by their daughters Sharon Crowell and Bonnie Eilers. 

 Mr. and Mrs. Tom Kiradjieff and Mr. and Mrs. Frank Weiss, and siblings Marian, 

Don and Ken Weiss, by Joe and Carol Kiradjieff and family.             

 Flowers last week were given by: 

 John Harting and Lyn Harting Jensen in loving memory of their wonderful 

mother Lucile Harting Ryan. 

 The Holtman, Wanek and Patty families, in memory of Tim Holtman. 

 If you make contributions by check directly from a pension, retirement, or other specific 

fund/account, please make sure that your financial institution notes your name on the 

check, or attached document. This will help us maintain accurate church records and 

giving statements.  

 Prayers are requested for:  

 Luke, the seven month old nephew of Mike and Amy Babicke, who is undergoing 

treatment for Kawasaki disease.  

 Janet Ziegler, recently diagnosed with leukemia. 

 Jim Phillips, now at Alois Alzheimer’s Center. 

 Joe Dearwester, recovering from knee replacement surgery. 

 The families of Jane Van Schoik, Jim Becker and Youvon Coleman, who  

have passed away in the last few weeks.  

 Cathie DeFazio, who is dealing with a rare melanoma behind her right eye,  

and Larry DeFazio, who is healing from a torn right rotator cuff. 

 Dominic, a teen-aged friend of the Zorn’s, undergoing open heart surgery.   

 Susie, a friend of the Kochheisers, undergoing chemotherapy.   

 Kathy Kiefer, who has been hospitalized with kidney issues. 

 Linda Kugele who continues to deal with breathing issues.  

 Our homebound members and friends.  

  The members of our Session, our committees, and the discernment team.  

 Our partnership with City Gosel Mission and the Little Princesses Ballet. 

 



 

Moment for Meditation: beloved community 

In as far as concepts drive political engagement, the key concept driving Martin Luther 

King’s engagement was that of ‘beloved community’. The term was not his invention, but 

is best known due to his embrace. King’s ownership of ‘community’ touched upon an 

ethic of equality. King often alluded to freedom, as in the quest to be ‘free, free at last’. 

And though freedom and equality are often deployed as mutually antipathetic, King saw 

the two as mutually supportive—like a pawl and the ratchet wheel whose teeth it engages. 

For King, freedom in abstraction from equality was vain, absurd, unthinkable. Freedom 

for him was sustained by community, not denied by community; nurtured in community, 

but sunk in nullity, taken on its own. Community, in some of its various forms, can of 

course be oppressive. Edmund Burke’s ‘little platoon’—the family, the suffocating 

locality, the smug little church in a backwater bayou, the blood-spattered police in a small 

Pol-Pot state—can block the light and stifle all efflorescence. That is only another way of 

saying that ‘community’ is burdened with divergent meanings and reference.  

For King, in his own experience, community was the nutrient of persons, the defense of  

persons, and the well-spring of his own ‘personalism’ For King, persons were centers of 

consciousness and points of light. It was persons who aspired to know and thus to grow. 

It was persons who bore moral agency, were bathed in dignity, and required respect. 

Personality for King was not a denial but an affirmation of community—a community 

that nurtures and respects personhood. King’s communalism was marked by love of, 

reverence for, personhood; nor did he think it possible that any mere individual could 

defend this and hold it aloft on his own.  

What King espoused then was not just any community, for community could be 

counterfeit. What he embraced in particular was beloved community, which was a society 

of friends, a colloquy of equals, a practice of concern, caring, and giving - in which each 

person had standing, each stone in place, none rejected, in a rising tumult of aspiring 

mutuality. 

If time and space are not bounded; more relevantly, if outreach, charity, and allegiance 

are not bounded; then King’s communitarianism has edge because it cannot be named, 

cannot be confined. King’s concept of community retains only the affection of locality, 

not its frontiers, not its exclusions and choke points. King’s concept of beloved 

community plainly adverts to an ideal, but it also extends to lived experience. 

                                                                               ~ Kipton Jensen and Preston King 

* Response: “Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks to the Risen Lord” (Unison) 

[Refrain]: Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord.  

 Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his Name. 

We have been crucified with Christ, now we shall live forever. [Refrain] 

Come let us praise the living God, joyfully sing to our Savior. [Refrain] 

ProclaiminG God’s Word 

Prayer for Illumination  

First Reading: Galatians 3:23-29—One in Christ  

23 Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would 

be revealed. 24 Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might 

be reckoned as righteous by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject 

to a disciplinarian, 26 for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. 27 As 

many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is 

no longer Jew or Greek; there is no longer slave or free; there is no longer male and female, 

for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you belong to Christ, then you are 

Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise. 

Second Reading: Matthew 25:31-45—The Judgment of the Nations  

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory and all the angels with him, then he will sit 

on the throne of his glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will 

separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33 and 

he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34 Then the king will say to 

those at his right hand, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 

prepared for you from the foundation of the world, 35 for I was hungry and you gave me 

food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 

welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of 

me, I was in prison and you visited me.’  

37 Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and 

gave you food or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38 And when was it that we saw 

you a stranger and welcomed you or naked and gave you clothing? 39 And when was it 

that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40 And the king will answer them, 

‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, 

you did it to me.’  



 

41 Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You who are accursed, depart from me into 

the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels, 42 for I was hungry and you gave me 

no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did 

not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did 

not visit me.’ 44 Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry 

or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison and did not take care of you?’ 45 Then 

he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, 

you did not do it to me.’  

Sermon: “Beloved Community” 

resPondinG to God’s Word 

Invitation to Offering 

[No offering will be collected. Please place your offerings in the baskets located at the 

entrances to the sanctuary. Thank you for your generosity—now and always!] 

Offertory Prayer (Unison) 

 Lord, we thank for your faithfulness, that that we can always trust in you. You are 

an abundant God and out of your great generosity you have given us so much. We 

give you this offering today. With it we worship you and give our whole selves to you. 

Please now take it and use it for your kingdom and your glory. Extend and multiple 

its reach and influence we pray, that it may it be a great blessing to many. We ask 

all this in the powerful name of Jesus. Amen. 

Offertory Anthem: “An Offering”—Dan Forrest 

Chancel Choir 

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer (unison) 

[During the prayer, there will be an opportunity to offer a joy or concern aloud. During 

the pause, feel free to call out the name of someone for whom prayer is requested, or 

briefly, a joy or concern on your heart. The prayer concludes with the Lord’s Prayer.]  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will  

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us—not into temptation—but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

BearinG God’s Word into the World 

* Hymn No. 435: “We All Are One in Mission”  

We all are one in mission, we all are one in call, 

Our varied gifts united by Christ, the Lord of all.  
A single, great commission compels us from above 

To plan and work together that all may know Christ’s love. 

We all are called for service to witness in God’s name; 

Our ministries are different, our purpose is the same: 

To touch the lives of others by God’s surprising grace, 

So every folk and nation may feel God’s warm embrace. 

Now let us be united and let our song be heard. 

Now let us be a vessel for God’s redeeming word. 

We all are one in mission, we all are one in call, 

Our varied gifts united by Christ, the Lord of all. 

Charge and Benediction  

Choral Response: “Seven-fold Amen”—John Stainer 

Postlude: “Hymn of Fellowship”—arr. John Ness Beck 
 

Leading Worship This Morning: 

Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi, Pastor 

Heather MacPhail, Organist/Director of Music Ministries     

Jason Dennison, Videographer/Director of Technology  

Karl Graham, Lay Worship Leader 

 

 


