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Our Service of Worship for April 3, 2022 

The fifth Sunday of lent 
 Westwood First Presbyterian Church                                     Cincinnati, OH  

 

GatherinG around God’s Word 

Welcome and Announcements 

Moment for Mission 

Prelude: “Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee”—arr. Joyce Jones   

[During the Prelude, you are invited to take a moment to prepare for worship.] 

Ringing of the Tower Bell 

Choral Introit: “Let Us Rejoice”—Yarrington 

* Call to Worship (Responsive)  

The Lord be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Our God has done great things for us.   

We sing aloud for joy. 

Our Lord has filled our hearts with peace.  

Our tongues will declare God’s praise  

Our God has done great things for us.   

We call upon his name. 

Our lives overflow with God’s goodness.  

Our mouths will proclaim his righteousness. 

Our God has done great things for us.  

Show forth your trust in him. 

Our God has changed our lives and redeemed our souls.  

We will glorify him, now and forevermore. 

Opening Prayer (Leader only) 

 Sovereign God, as we gather to worship this day, be with us this day as we commit 

ourselves to being your disciples. Help us to face the future unafraid, trusting in your 

loving care and presence with us. We pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

* Hymn No. 466: “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” ** 

Invitation to Confession (Based on Ephesians 5:8-9—Leader only) 

Once we were in darkness, but now in the Lord we are light. As the fruit of the light is 

found in all that is good and right and true, let us live as children of the light and confess 

our sins; first in the unison Prayer of Confession, then in a moment of silent reflection. 
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Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Compassionate Lord, forgive us when we falter on this Lenten journey; when the 

road ahead seems too uncertain and we are afraid. We admit that following Jesus 

is not an easy task. Jesus requires us to be willing to make the ultimate commitment 

of our whole lives and we hesitate and hold back.  

Draw us back to you, Lord. Give us confidence and courage to face the future with 

hope. Let us place our trust in you that the message of peace and mercy you have 

given to us through Jesus Christ may be offered to others through our own witness 

to your healing mercy. In Jesus’ Name, we pray. Amen. 

A Moment for Silent, Personal Confession  

[All are invited to take a moment for silent, personal reflection] 

Assurance of Forgiveness (Romans 5:1-2, 5—Responsive) 

“Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; 

and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And hope does not disappoint 

us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that 

has been given to us.” 

Brothers and sisters, hear and believe the good news of the Gospel, now and 

forevermore: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

Thanks and praise be to God.  

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  

And also with you. 

* Gloria Patri (Unison) 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,  

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  

Amen, amen. 

ProclaiminG God’s Word 

Prayer for Illumination (Leader only) 

Eternal God, through the life, death and resurrection of your Son your kingdom has 

broken into our troubled world. Help us now to hear your Word, and give us grace to 

respond in faithful obedience, that our lives might be signs of the new life given through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

Gospel Reading: John 12:1-8—Mary Anoints Jesus 

1 Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he 

had raised from the dead. 2 There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus 

was one of those at the table with him. 3 Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of 

pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with 

the fragrance of the perfume.  

4 But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), 

said, 5 “Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to 

the poor?” 6 (He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; 

he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.)  
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7 Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my 

burial. 8 You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.” 

Sermon: “Perfect Scents” 

resPondinG to God’s Word 

Invitation to Offering (Leader only) 

[No offering will be collected. Please place your offerings in the baskets located at the 

entrances to the sanctuary. Thank you.] 

The apostle writes: “My sisters and brothers, I implore you by God’s mercy to offer your 

very selves to God; a living sacrifice, dedicated and fit for God’s acceptance, the worship 

offered by mind and heart.  

“Adapt yourselves no longer to the pattern of this present world, but let your minds be 

remade and your whole nature be transformed. Then you will be able to discern the will 

of God, and know what is good, acceptable and perfect. 

As we give this morning, let us offer our tithes and gifts together and offer them to God 

in gratitude, heartfelt commitment, and praise.  

Offertory Prayer (Unison) 

We bring our gifts to you, O God, and offer them as symbol of sacrifice and service. 

We seek to share the story of suffering love that fulfills and conquers death. Bless 

these gifts and all who give; use our wealth, our time, our abilities for the good of 

all your people, O Lord, we ask in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Offertory Anthem: “O How I Love Jesus”—arr. Douglas E. Wagner 

                                                 Chancel Choir 

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper  

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

[The Lord’s Supper is for all of us. All are invited to experience this together, 

remembering Christ’s sacrifice and celebrating the hope of our salvation.] 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and prayers. 

The Prayer of Thanksgiving  

The Words of Institution and the Sharing of the Elements 

The Pastoral Prayer After Communion and The Lord’s Prayer (unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

BearinG God’s Word into the World 

* Hymn No. 101: “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” ** 

Charge  

Benediction  
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Choral Response: “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” 

Postlude: “Prelude and Fugue in G Minor”—J. S. Bach  

* Where indicated (*), those who are able are invited to stand. 

** The words to the hymns are included in the bulletin. 
 

As our Worship Service Ends, our 

Lenten journey continues, and 

our Ministry of Service Begins! 

 

Leading Worship This Morning: 

Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi, Pastor 

Heather MacPhail, Organist/Director of Music Ministries     

Jason Dennison, Videographer/Director of Technology   

Jane Colarossi, Worship Leader 
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Announcements  

 March West-Fed Food Pantry needs: Peanut Butter, Jelly & Bars of Soap  

 The flowers this morning are given:    

 By Rhonda Boddy in honor of her Mother, Nancy Jackson, and Mother-in-Law, 

Sylvia Boddy. 

 To the glory of God. 

 Here is the Easter flower list – price is $10.00 each:  

  Tulips, Daffodils & Hyacinths—choice of purple, pink, & white.  

  Please have payment by April 10 to be in the Sanctuary on Easter.  

 Order forms are available in the narthex 

 It’s time to register to volunteer for the PW Spring FUNdraiser, which will be again 

entail rolling posters for participants, on Thursday. April 28th, from 1-4pm at the Duke 

Energy Convention Center. Follow the instructions below to register.  

 Go to: https://flyingpigmarathon.volunteerlocal.com/volunteer/?id=59965 

 Enter the password “westwoodfirst” in the small box & click “submit password” 

 Check that the small box next to the highlighted time frame is check marked. 

 Enter the required information. 

 Click the “Sign Up To Volunteer” button to submit your information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Requests 

 Prayers are requested for:  

 The family of Marlene Tarvin, who passed away this past week. 

 The people and leaders of the Ukraine and Russia.  

 Sandy Morris’ niece Kaleigh Hines, who has a connective tissue disorder. 

 Ruth Mayo’s daughter Loretta, who is experiencing heart problems. 

 Sandy Morris, who is recovering from surgery. 

 Dominic, a teen-aged friend of the Zorn’s, undergoing open heart surgery.   

 Susie, a friend of the Kochheisers, undergoing chemotherapy.   

 Kathy Kiefer, who has been hospitalized with kidney issues. 

 Linda Kugele who continues to deal with breathing issues. 

 Betsy Forte, Chancie Brown’s sister  

 Our homebound members and friends.  

 The discernment team.   

 The members of our Session.  

https://flyingpigmarathon.volunteerlocal.com/volunteer/?id=60622
https://flyingpigmarathon.volunteerlocal.com/volunteer/?id=59965
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Hymns 

O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing—Hymn #466  

O for a thousand tongues to sing my dear Redeemer’s praise, 

The glories of my God and King, the triumphs of God’s grace!  

Jesus, the name that charms our fears, that bids our sorrows cease; 

‘Tis music in the sinner’s ears, ‘tis life and health and peace. 

Christ breaks the power of reigning sin, and sets the prisoner free; 

Christ’s blood can make the sinful clean, Christ’s blood availed for me.  

My gracious Master and my God, assist me to proclaim, 

To spread through all the earth abroad the honors of thy name. 

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross—Hymn #101  

When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride. 

See from His head, His hands, His feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down! 

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present far too small; 

Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 

 

 

Moment for Meditation: The Sacrament of Holy Communion  

This morning, Elise Beckman will partake in the sacrament of Holy Communion for the 

first time. I am grateful to preside at the Lord’s Table on this important day. For me, it 

brings back memories of my first communion, way back in grade school, and as an altar 

boy—where I helped to serve communion—at the Roman Catholic church to which I 

belonged.  

Elise’s family is a mix of both Protestant and Roman Catholic. Likewise, there are some 

who worship with us who are either Catholic, or come from a Catholic background. 

There are others, however, who have no such experience. It’s for that reason, I thought 

it might be interesting to take a look at some of the differences between Protestant and 

Catholic beliefs involving Communion.  

Catholic teaching generally does not allow non-Catholics to participate in communion 

administered by their priests. Only Catholics are to partake in communion, and only if 

they have been baptized, have already received their first communion, have been to 

confession, and have fasted at least one hour before taking communion.  

Presbyterians believe that the Lord’s Table should be open to all who want to participate, 

including young children. The only restrictions are that participants have expressed faith 

in Jesus Christ and have been baptized. The baptism need not be in a Presbyterian 

church. Presbyterians sometimes even allow those who have not been baptized to 

participate, though they encourage them to become baptized as soon as is practical.  
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For Catholics, Holy Communion—also called the “Eucharist” (which means 

thanksgiving)—is the most important sacrament. The Eucharist is central to their beliefs 

and to their church services. They believe that when a person properly receives 

communion, the bread and wine become the actual body and blood of Jesus Christ. This 

teaching is known as “transubstantiation.” For Catholics, forgiveness of sin and grace 

are received during communion.  

Presbyterians, on the other hand, believe that sacraments serve as illustrations. 

Presbyterians believe that the presence of Jesus Christ is very real in Holy Communion, 

but that the bread and wine are just symbols of the spiritual ideas that communion 

represents. 

The opportunity to eat and drink with Christ is not a right bestowed upon the worthy, 

but a privilege given to the undeserving who come in faith, repentance, and love. All 

who come to the table are offered the bread and cup, regardless of their age or 

understanding, but that Elise does so this morning, having been prepared for this day by 

her grandmother Wendy, makes it that much more special, and so we rejoice with Elise 

and her family, as she takes a big step forward in her journey of faith! 

                                                                                                       ~ Pastor Jeff 

 

 

 

 

                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last Supper, by Jill Elizabeth 


