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Sermon for March 13, 2022—“Desires” 
2nd Sunday of Lent, Year C—Text: Gen. 15:1-12, 17-18; Phil.3:17-4:1; Luke 13:31-35 

Having passed the devil’s tests in the wilderness in last week’s gospel reading from Luke, 

Jesus is now confronted with testing that takes on a decidedly more human, and 

communal face. Some friendly Pharisees counsel Jesus to get out of Dodge before the 

menacing Herod kills him. This Herod is the son of man who’d tried to kill Jesus as an 

infant, and he’s already imprisoned and executed Jesus’ forerunner, John the Baptist. 

So, even the less-than-astute can see that Jesus will share a similar fate should he linger 

within Herod’s jurisdiction. Discretion is the better part of valor, says conventional 

wisdom. Avoid the threat, and live to preach another day.  

Jesus himself can see that Jerusalem, the center and heart of Judaism, and the axis around 

which all of Israel revolves, has turned its back on him—and that a prophet’s death 

awaits him should he complete his journey there. Self-preservation dictates that he pull 

up short of the city, and ward off the rejection of those who ought most to receive him. 

Here’s where things get interesting. 

Even while Jesus “desires” to save his people, Herod “wants” to kill him, and Jerusalem 

“wills” to refuse rescue. By using the same original Greek word in all three cases, Luke 

sums up the conflict Jesus faces as a clash of desires. 

Amid the clamor of this age, and the wreckage and decay within our churches, the voice 

of prudence reverberates within our souls. Our fragile desire to live out the ways of the 

Kingdom, is continually threatened by the desires of others to crush or resist our own. 

The collision of these desires provokes our stronger, more developed self-protective 

reflex. Stay in control of your life, and live to fight another day. Maintain your distance 

from the fray, and preserve your dignity. 

At the same time, our self-preservation often appears to be the very opposite of 

disengagement. What do I mean? Well, the process of distancing ourselves can take the 

form of engagement, specifically—the denunciation and condemnation of the ills we see, 

the changes we’d rather not see happen both inside and outside the church.  

Those of us entrusted with formal authority within the Church, and other forms of social 

capital, which would be most of us, can use such power to further insulate ourselves by 

disparaging, that is, tearing down those who threaten us or who stand apart from us. 

But Jesus demonstrates that the true prophetic voice, is about neither distance, nor 

denunciation. Jesus doesn’t hurl diatribes; he doesn’t verbally attack people from afar, 

nor does he shield himself from their cold-blooded rejection. Quite the opposite. Instead 

of closing himself off, he instead opens himself up like a mother hen spreading her wings 

for her brood to find shelter from devouring predators.  

Jesus engages others, and continues to pursue, the redemption of those who reject him, 

even though it puts him at great personal risk. What’s more, Jesus is undeterred in this. 

Jesus is bound and determined to save even those who reject him, and who will 

ultimately seek his death. Compared to us, when our own desire to be faithful gets 

blunted, or thrown off course, Jesus is persistent in his. He will continue laboring 

“…today, tomorrow, and on the third day,” until he finishes his work. Truly amazing! 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=134044410
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But what, we may ask, fuels his desire? What steels his will when all signs point to its 

fruitlessness? Jesus provides a clue when he says that he “must” be on his way. Divine 

necessity is the current of God’s desire to redeem, and it runs all through Luke’s gospel. 

Thus it is God’s will that propels Jesus toward Jerusalem and the cross. Jesus’ desire, 

Jesus’ will, is replenished by his Father’s will. 

When, in our first reading, Abram’s will—along with his belief—falters, he gets a neat 

little demonstration of God’s determination. Way back when, when entering into a 

covenant, the two parties involved were to walk between slaughtered animals, as a 

solemn promise, however strange, to uphold their part of the deal. But Abram’s case, he 

sleeps, and the Lord walks alone between the carcasses. God—and God alone—will bear 

the burden of fulfilling the covenant, bringing to completion what he’d promised. Divine 

determination—God’s Will—will fuel Abram’s own will to go on. 

Paul’s words to the Philippians in our second reading bring us back to a more 

recognizable context. Where Jesus laments over the stubbornness, and narrow-

mindedness of Jerusalem, Paul weeps over those who he refers to as, “the enemies of the 

cross of Christ.” 

What’s surprising, is that Paul’s lament, isn’t meant for anyone outside the church, but 

for those within the church. Wow! I mean, these are people who claimed to be followers 

of Christ, “People of the Way,” as they were known then. How sad—how tragic—is that? 

And yet churches, even today, are filled with them. Yet Paul goes on, encouraging the 

Philippians to stand against these enemies, exhorting them to, “Stand firm in the Lord 

in this way my beloved.”  

So where are we?  Where do our loyalties lie? To whom, or to what, do we pledge our 

allegiance? To what our we oriented: toward the things of this world or to things beyond 

this world, to eternity?  

What do we actually focus on?   

What do we seek out?   

What do we value?   

What is it we want for ourselves? 

What do we want for our families? 

What is it that we want for our church? 

C. S. Lewis once wrote, “…aim at heaven, and you will get earth thrown in; aim at earth, 

and you will get neither.” 

Jesus said, “…seek first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness, and all these things 

will be given to you as well.”  

It’s really not that difficult. Either we’re guided by God’s will or by our own. Once again 

quoting C.S. Lewis, he wrote… 

“There are only two kinds of people in the end. Those who say to God, ‘Thy will be 

done,’ and those to whom God says, in the end, ‘Thy will be done.’” There’s no middle 

ground here. All this put me in mind, earlier this he week, of a passage I’ve read 

numerous times. It’s written by a Quaker minister by the name of J. Brent Bill. Bill 

wrote… 
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“God works within and around us leading, guiding, and opening the way, sometimes 

when we least expect or feel it. The idea of being led and guided implies movement, 

and if we’re being led or guided, then we must be being led or guided somewhere. The 

sacred compass shows us that we are on a pilgrimage to our spiritual true north—

God.” 

Is that us? If not God, then who—or what—guides us? Especially during Lent? In which 

direction are our spiritual compasses pointing? 

I want to read again Jesus’ words from our gospel reading, as he laments what might 

have been:   

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets, and stones those who are 

sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen 

gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing.” 

How do respond? That’s not a rhetorical question. Sorry, but it’s not. Are we willing to 

follow Jesus, to pick up our crosses as Jesus calls us to do? And by that I mean: are we 

willing to do that work, even if it means changing something about ourselves, or about 

our church? Even if it makes us uncomfortable? Even if it challenges us to rethink our 

idea of discipleship? Or of church membership? Are we willing to follow Jesus’ example 

despite the demands it make of us, like giving up certain ways of thinking or doing?  

These are the unavoidable questions that our faith calls us to confront, prompted by the 

circumstances in which we find ourselves, for which we ourselves are largely 

responsible. And here, brothers and sisters, is the thing: These are questions that demand 

an answer. Now. Today—as we continue our Lenten journey; as we press on toward the 

goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus to glorify God and enjoy 

him forever.  

As I see it, it’s a matter of focus—a matter of resolve. But our resolve to be faithful can 

only endure—our will, our desires—can only find their fulfillment as we submit to the 

Divine will; only when God’s will is done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Thanks be to God. Amen and amen. 


