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Our Service of Worship for March 27, 2022 

The fourth Sunday of lent 
 Westwood First Presbyterian Church                                     Cincinnati, OH  

 

 

 

GatherinG around God’s Word 

Welcome and Announcements 

Moment for Mission 

Prelude: “Tell the Story”—arr. Karissa Dennis  

Chancel Bell Choir 

[During the Prelude, you are invited to take a moment to prepare for worship.] 

Ringing of the Tower Bell 

Choral Introit: “What Wondrous Love Is This” 

* Call to Worship (Responsive)  

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

We celebrate the God of infinite power and love, who has called us into community. 

We gather with God’s people of every age and place who have, by faith, found 

their true citizenship in heaven. 

We journey together with hope, knowing that God who has fulfilled every promise in 

the coming of Jesus Christ will fulfill the promises of kingdom life for us and for all 

God’s children. 

Thanks be to God for faith that makes our lives in Christ complete and promises 

life everlasting to all who believe. 

Come, let us celebrate the forgiving, reconciling love of God. 

Once we were lost, but now we’ve been found and welcomed home. 

Know that God’s love is lavished upon you forever. 

We rejoice at the news of forgiveness and hope! 

Come, let us celebrate and praise the God of Love. 

Opening Prayer (Leader only) 

 God of Love, you have loved us first and continue to love us. We come this morning 

longing to love you in return. We hunger for your healing love in our lives as we long 

to love ourselves and our neighbors. Fill our longing hearts as we join together to 

worship you, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

* Hymn No. 376: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” ** 
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Invitation to Confession (Leader only) 

Scripture tells us that many are the torments of the wicked, but steadfast love surrounds 

those who trust in the Lord. With trust and humility, let us come before the Lord who 

desires that we acknowledge our sin with penitent hearts. Let us do so now—first in the 

unison Prayer of Confession, followed by a moment of silent reflection. 

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Merciful God, in you we have found our inheritance and received much more than 

we have ever deserved. However, we have often squandered that inheritance, 

choosing to spoil it rather than share it with others. Forgive us for the moments 

when we have been selfish and simply set our sights on our own desires instead of 

others’ needs.  

Broaden our gaze that we might live righteous lives pleasing to you and beneficial 

to your eternal kingdom. Greet us as the forgiving father greeted his wayward son. 

Welcome us home for we long to live within your faithfulness. This we pray in 

name of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

A Moment for Silent, Personal Confession  

[All are invited to take a moment for silent, personal reflection] 

Assurance of Forgiveness (2 Corinthians 5:17—Responsive) 

Friends, hear this promise of scripture: “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new 

creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!”  

Instead of being bound to his sinful past, the prodigal son found newness in his 

father's forgiveness. So, too, have we found newness in God's mercy! Friends, I 

announce to you this day that in Jesus Christ, our sins have been forgiven. 

Thanks be to God. 

May Christ’s peace—that which the world cannot give—be with you always! 

And also with you. 

* Gloria Patri (Unison) 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,  

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  

Amen, amen. 

ProclaiminG God’s Word 

Prayer for Illumination (Leader only) 

Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit, illumine the sacred page, we pray, that our minds 

may be open to receive your Word, our hearts taught to love it, and our wills 

strengthened to obey it; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   

Gospel Reading, Part One: Luke 15:1-10 

1 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2 And the 

Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners 

and eats with them.” 
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3 So he told them this parable: 4 “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing 

one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is 

lost until he finds it? 5 When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and 

rejoices. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying 

to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7 Just so, I tell you, 

there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 

righteous persons who need no repentance. 

8 “Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a 

lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9 When she has found it, 

she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found 

the coin that I had lost.’ 10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of 

God over one sinner who repents.” 

Gospel Reading, Part Two: Luke 15:11-32 

11 Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger of them said to 

his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he 

divided his property between them. 13 A few days later the younger son gathered all he 

had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute 

living.  

14 When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, 

and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of 

that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16 He would gladly have filled 

himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything.  

17 But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have 

bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will get up and go to my 

father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19 I 

am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.”’  

20 So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him 

and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed 

him. 21 Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I 

am no longer worthy to be called your son.’  

22 But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it 

on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 And get the fatted calf and 

kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24 for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; 

he was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate. 

25 “Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he 

heard music and dancing. 26 He called one of the slaves and asked what was going 

on. 27 He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, 

because he has got him back safe and sound.’ 28 Then he became angry and refused to 

go in. His father came out and began to plead with him.  

29 But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a 

slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me 

even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of 

yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted 

calf for him!’  
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31 Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is 

yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead 

and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’” 

Sermon: “Prodigal” 

resPondinG to God’s Word 

Invitation to Offering (Leader only) 

[No offering will be collected. Please place your offerings in the baskets located at the 

entrances to the sanctuary. Thank you.] 

Sisters and brothers, God’s ancient, steadfast love is not a love that simply waits for us 

to stop wandering and return home. God’s love comes seeking us, and gives us the gift 

of Jesus, so that we might have life abundant. Our giving this morning—no matter the 

circumstances—expresses our firm conviction that God is with us, no matter what. 

As we give this morning, let us offer our tithes and gifts together and offer them to God 

in gratitude, heartfelt commitment, and praise. 

Offertory Prayer (Unison) 

Holy God, source of all good things, you have blessed your children with many 

gifts, and each of us can serve and help build your kingdom here on earth. We 

know at times we have denied our giftedness and dismissed the impact our gifts 

can have.  

As we ask you to dedicate our tithes and offerings today, we remind ourselves that 

you seek not only that we open our wallets, but open our hearts and our whole 

being to the work of making your love and compassion the norm, not the 

exception, in this world. We pray this in Christ’s name. Amen. 

Special Music: “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need”—arr. Hart Morris 

Kristi Reed, soprano; Julie Fuqua, oboe; Chancel Bells 

The Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer (unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 

BearinG God’s Word into the World 

* Hymn No. 276: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” ** 

Charge and Benediction  

Choral Response: “The Grace of the Lord Jesus”—Yarrington 

Postlude: “Rondeau”—Purcell 

* Where indicated (*), those who are able are invited to stand. 

** The words to the hymns are included in the bulletin. 
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As our Worship Service Ends, our 

Lenten journey continues, and 

our Ministry of Service Begins! 

Leading Worship This Morning: 

Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi, Pastor 

Heather MacPhail, Organist/Director of Music Ministries     

Jason Dennison, Videographer/Director of Technology   

Ann Regan, Worship Leader 

 

 

Hymns 

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling—Hymn #376  

Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven, to earth come down,  
Fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art. 

Visit us with thy salvation; enter every trembling heart. 

Come, Almighty, to deliver, let us all thy life receive. 

Suddenly return, and never, never more they temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above, 

pray, and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love. 

Finish, then, thy new creation; true and spotless let us be.  

Let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee. 

Changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place,  

Till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love and praise. 

Great Is Thy Faithfulness—Hymn #276  

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father, there is no shadow of turning with thee. 

Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

All I have needed thy hand hath provided. Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 

Join with all nature in manifold witness to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. 

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

All I have needed thy hand hath provided. Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide, 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, blessings all mine with ten thousand beside! 

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

All I have needed thy hand hath provided. Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
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Announcements  

 March West-Fed Food Pantry needs: Peanut Butter, Jelly & Bars of Soap  

 The flowers this morning are given by:    

 The entire Pearson Family in memory of Marion. 

 Diane Heilmann in memory of Marion Heilmann. 

 Here is the Easter flower list – price is $10.00 each:  

  Tulips, Daffodils & Hyacinths—choice of purple, pink, & white.  

  Please have payment by April 10 to be in the Sanctuary on Easter.  

 

 It’s time to register to volunteer for the PW Spring FUNdraiser, which will be again 

entail rolling posters for participants, on Thursday. April 28th, from 1-4pm at the 

Duke Energy Convention Center. Follow the instructions below to register.  

 Go to: https://flyingpigmarathon.volunteerlocal.com/volunteer/?id=59965 

 Enter the password “westwoodfirst” in the small box & click “submit password” 

 Check that the small box next to the highlighted time frame is check marked. 

 Enter the required information. 

 Click the “Sign Up To Volunteer” button to submit your information. 

 

 

 

Prayer Requests 

 Prayers are requested for:  

 The family of Marlene Tarvin, who passed away Wednesday evening. 

 The people and leaders of the Ukraine and Russia.  

 Sandy Morris’ niece Kaleigh Hines, who has a connective tissue disorder. 

 Ruth Mayo’s daughter Loretta, who is experiencing heart problems. 

 Sandy Morris, who is recovering from surgery. 

 Barb Nieman recovering from surgery to repair her broken arm. 

 Dominic, a teen-aged friend of the Zorn’s, undergoing open heart surgery.   

 Susie, a friend of the Kochheisers, undergoing chemotherapy.   

 Kathy Kiefer, who has been hospitalized with kidney issues. 

 Linda Kugele who continues to deal with breathing issues. 

 Betsy Forte, Chancie Brown’s sister  

 Our homebound members and friends.  

 The discernment team.   

 The members of our Session.  

 

 

 

 

https://flyingpigmarathon.volunteerlocal.com/volunteer/?id=60622
https://flyingpigmarathon.volunteerlocal.com/volunteer/?id=59965
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Moment for Meditation: The Prodigal Son 

Luke 15:1-32 speaks of the parables of a lost sheep, a lost coin and a prodigal son. These 

parables emphasize the significance and value that God places on every lost sinner. He 

and His angels rejoice over any one soul who repents. Some thoughts came to mind as I 

reflected on the parable of the prodigal son. 

The father must have felt heartbroken and distraught when the younger son requested to 

obtain a share of his father’s inheritance. Typically, one’s inheritance will only be 

distributed to the children upon one’s demise. In this context, however, the request was 

made by the son while his father was still alive. The father neither reprimanded nor 

turned down his son for making such an absurd request, but instead, freely distributed the 

wealth between his two sons. The father had respected his younger son’s decision, and 

was willing to let go although he may have felt that his younger son was not ready to 

manage his inheritance.  

The younger son wanted to exercise his right as a son to claim part of the inheritance so 

he could travel to a distant land and indulge in worldly pleasures. He no longer wanted to 

be subjected under his father’s authority. His conduct evidently shows disregard for his 

father’s feelings. He was unfilial and self-centered. He had made a choice without 

thoroughly considering the consequences of his action.  

It may seem just and reasonable to the elder son to be angry over his father’s decision to 

host a celebrated feast for his younger brother. In his eyes, he proved to be a worthier son 

who demonstrated responsibility and obedience to his 

father by laboring hard. He was, however, blinded by 

his self-righteousness and rationalization in believing 

that his deeds deserved greater recognition from his 

father. The root problem is that he saw himself as a 

servant or slave to his father, rather than a son who 

was working for the good pleasure of his father. He 

displayed a jealous, judgmental, unforgiving and 

uncompassionate spirit toward his younger brother. 

What does this parable remind us of in regard to our 

relationship with our Heavenly Father? Do we make 

requests or demands of God which we think it is our 

right to receive? Is our relationship with God 

established on the premise that “if God has blessed 

me more, then I will love him more” or “if I were to 

give God more, then he would bless me more”? Both premises are conditional in their 

expression to give with strings attached.  

Our relationship with God then becomes superficial and the motivation to give is thus 

based on how much I will reap from the return of God’s blessing. We invariably become 

more concerned with God’s gifts than him as the giver. Jesus has used this parable to help 

us understand the heart of the Father. Our heavenly Father has already given us the most 

precious gift, His one and only son, Jesus Christ, to redeem us from the slavery of sin 

                                                                                              ~ James Tan 


