
1 
 

Our Service of Worship for March 20, 2022 

The third Sunday of lent 
 Westwood First Presbyterian Church                                     Cincinnati, OH  

 

 

GatherinG around God’s Word 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude: “Just As I Am”—arr. Dale Wood 

[During the Prelude, you are invited to take a moment to prepare for worship.] 

Ringing of the Tower Bell 

Choral Introit: “The Glory of These Forty Days” 

* Call to Worship (Responsive)  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you.  

The season of Lent can be barren and lonely, 

But God goes with us through the wild wilderness.  

Our lives are lived in seasons of transitions and transformations. 

Lent is a time to ponder God's providence and persistence. 

Together, we seek fruitfulness, for it has been promised to us; 

The barrenness of Lent will give way to the fruitfulness of Easter. 

In this season of penitence and pondering, let us gather before God. 

We come, as a family, to wait for the Lord with strength and courage. 

Come, let us worship God! 

Opening Prayer (Leader only) 

Most Holy God, we await the touch of your Spirit with eagerness. We ask that you enter 

the lives of each one of us today, refreshing and renewing and healing us with the power 

of your love, so that we may live with purpose, enthusiasm and courage after the example 

of Jesus our Lord, in whose name we pray. Amen.  

* Hymn No. 281: “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” ** 

Invitation to Confession (Leader only) 

A broken and contrite heart is the acceptable sacrifice to our God. And so let us come 

before him this day, as sinners in need of your mercy and make our confession. First in 

the responsive Litany of Confession, followed by a moment of silent reflection. 

Litany of Confession (Unison) 

Good and Gracious God, though you have planted us in fruitful ground, we have failed 

to produce the fruits of your Spirit. Though you care for us as a loving gardener, and tend 

us with a loving mother's touch, we stand barren in fruitful ground. 
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Forgive us for the things we have done, and the things we have left undone that have 

caused us to wither and wane: 

For the sin of stubbornness and short-sightedness, forgive us, Lord. 

For the sin of selfishness and pride, forgive us, Lord. 

For the sin of ingratitude and entitlement, forgive us, Lord. 

For the other sins we lift up to you in silence, forgive us, Lord. 

Merciful God, help us to grow into the promise of your fruitfulness and to have courage 

in this wilderness of Lent. This we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

A Moment for Silent, Personal Confession  

[All are invited to take a moment for silent, personal reflection] 

Assurance of Forgiveness (Responsive) 

Friends, hear the good news of the Gospel: our barrenness is not the final word. The 

final word is to be found in God's everlasting mercy. God's fruitfulness will be 

showered upon us. I declare to you, in Jesus Christ, our sins have been forgiven!  

Thanks be to God. 

May the peace of Christ be with you now and forevermore. 

And also with you. 

* Gloria Patri (Unison) 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,  

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  

Amen, amen. 

ProclaiminG God’s Word 

Prayer for Illumination (Leader only) 

God of all Wisdom and Glory, grace us today with the presence of your Spirit that we 

might hear today's word with understanding and imagination. In Christ we pray. Amen.  

First Reading: Isaiah 55:1-9—An Invitation to Abundant Life 

1 Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy 

and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2 Why do you spend 

your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 

Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 

3 Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an 

everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 4 See, I made him a witness to 

the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 5 See, you shall call nations that 

you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of 

the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.  

6 Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; 7 let the wicked 

forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the Lord, that he 

may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 8 For my 

thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. 9 For as the 

heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts 

than your thoughts. 
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Gospel Reading: Luke 13:1-9 
1 At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood 

Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2 He asked them, “Do you think that because these 

Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? 3 No, I tell 

you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. 4 Or those eighteen who were 

killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders 

than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all 

perish just as they did.” 

6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came  
looking for fruit on it and found none. 7 So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three 

years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why 

should it be wasting the soil?’ 8 He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig 

around it and put manure on it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you 

can cut it down.’” 

Sermon: “What’s Fair?” 

resPondinG to God’s Word 

Invitation to Offering (Leader only) 

[No offering will be collected. Please place your offerings in the baskets located at the 

entrances to the sanctuary. Thank you.] 

“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly 

lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.” (James 1:17)  

Thus, everything we have comes from God. So, when we give, we simply offer him a 

small portion of what he has already given to us. Giving is an expression of our 

thankfulness and praise to God. It comes from recognizing everything we have and give 

already belongs to the Lord. 

Offertory Prayer (Unison) 

God of all Abundance and Mercy, with glad and grateful hearts, we thank you for the 

gifts you have showered upon us. We humbly ask for the presence of your Spirit to guide 

us as we seek to use these gifts to the glory of your Kingdom! In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Anthem: “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”—Brenda Portman 

Chancel Choir 

Third Verse: I take, O cross, thy shadow for my abiding place; 

  I ask no other sunshine than the sunshine of His face; 

  Content to let the world go by, to know no gain nor loss, 

  My sinful self my only shame, my glory all the cross. 

The Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer (unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
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BearinG God’s Word into the World 

* Hymn No. 298: “There’s A Wideness in God’s Mercy” ** 

Charge and Benediction  

Choral Response: “Lord, Let Us Now Depart in Peace”—Whitworth 

Postlude: “Fugue in G Minor, BWV 578”—J. S. Bach 

Happy 337th Birthday, J. S. Bach! 

* Where indicated (*), those who are able are invited to stand. 

** The words to the hymns are included in the bulletin. 

As our Worship Service Ends, our 

Lenten journey continues, and 

our Ministry of Service Begins! 
 

Leading Worship This Morning: 

Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi, Pastor 

Heather MacPhail, Organist/Director of Music Ministries     

Jason Dennison, Videographer/Director of Technology   

Jane Colarossi, Worship Leader 
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Announcements  

 March West-Fed Food Pantry needs: Peanut Butter, Jelly & Bars of Soap (a correction 

from last week) 

 The flowers this morning are given:    

 By Barb and Dale Nieman in memory of Mae and Robert Nieman. 

 In honor of the wedding anniversary on March 17 of Ruth Uffelmann Baumann 

and Arthur Baumann from their daughter, Valerie Ruth Baumann. 

 Here is the Easter flower list – price is $10.00 each:  

  Tulips, Daffodils & Hyacinths—choice of purple, pink, & white.  

  Please have payment by April 10 to be in the Sanctuary on Easter.  

  We hope to have order forms next week. 

 It’s time to register to volunteer for the PW Spring FUNdraiser, which will be again 

entail rolling posters for participants, on Thursday. April 28th, from 1-4pm at the Duke 

Energy Convention Center. Follow the instructions below to register.  

 Go to: https://flyingpigmarathon.volunteerlocal.com/volunteer/?id=59965 

 Enter the password “westwoodfirst” in the small box & click “submit password” 

 Check that the small box next to the highlighted time frame is check marked. 

 Enter the required information. 

 Click the “Sign Up To Volunteer” button to submit your information. 

 

 

Prayer Requests 

 Prayers are requested for:  

 The people and leaders of the Ukraine and Russia.  

 Sandy Morris’ niece Kaleigh Hines, diagnosed with a connective tissue 

disorder. 

 Ruth Mayo’s daughter Loretta, who is experiencing heart problems. 

 Wally Pearson, as he recovers from a fall. 

 Marlene Tarvin, as she recovers from a fall. 

 Sandy Morris, who is recovering from surgery. 

 Barb Nieman recovering from surgery to repair her broken arm. 

 Rhonda Boddy, recovering from a car accident.  

 Dominic, a teen-aged friend of the Zorn’s, undergoing open heart surgery.   

 Susie, a friend of the Kochheisers, undergoing chemotherapy.   

 Kathy Kiefer, who has been hospitalized with kidney issues. 

 Linda Kugele who continues to deal with breathing issues. 

 Betsy Forte, Chancie Brown’s sister, dealing with personal issues.  

 Our homebound members and friends.  

 The discernment team.   

 The members of our Session.  

https://flyingpigmarathon.volunteerlocal.com/volunteer/?id=60622
https://flyingpigmarathon.volunteerlocal.com/volunteer/?id=59965
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Hymns 

Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah—Hymn #281  

Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, pilgrim through this barren land. 

I am weak, but Thou art mighty; hold me with Thy powerful hand. 

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, feed me till I want no more,  

Feed me till I want no more. 

Open now the crystal fountain, whence the healing stream doth flow; 

Let the fire and cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through. 

Strong Deliverer, strong Deliverer, be Thou still my strength and shield. 

Be Thou still my strength and shield. 

When I tread the verge of Jordan, bid my anxious fears subside; 

Death of death, and hell’s destruction, land me safe on Canaan’s side. 

Songs of praises, songs of praises, I will ever give to Thee; 

I will ever give to Thee.  

There’s A Wideness In God’s Mercy—Hymn #298  

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, like the wideness of the sea. 

There’s a kindness in God’s justice, which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows are more felt that up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings have such kindly judgment given. 

For the love of God is broader than the measures of the mind, 

And the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, we would gladly trust God’s Word; 

And our lives reflect thanksgiving for the goodness of the Lord. 

 

  

Moment for Meditation: Lent 

On a cold morning in November, Leigh Ann Tuohy and her husband, Sean, were driving 

when they spotted a young man walking alone along the side of the road in only shorts and 

a cotton T-shirt. As they drove past, Leigh Ann said two words to Sean that would change 

their lives forever. She told him to “turn around,” and he did. The two invited the young 

man into their warm vehicle and eventually their home and family. The young man was 

Michael Oher, who with the love and support of the Tuohy family, went on to become a 

first-round NFL draft pick and Superbowl champion with the Baltimore Ravens.  

Turn around. Two simple words that changed the course of several lives in one moment. 

Turn around. A call to retrace our steps and see what we may not have seen before.  

Turn around. A call to change and conversion.  

Lent is call to repentance is a call to turn around. When we repent, much like running into 

our home for forgotten keys or turning around on the interstate due to mixed up directions, 

we seek something we’ve forgotten and reorient ourselves to get back on track. The Greek 

work for repent is “metanoia.” It means “to think differently after,” and indicates a change 

of mind, heart or consciousness. Repentance requires the willingness and humility to 

recognize we have lost our way and to change.  
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All of us have something for which we need to repent: a person we have wronged, a good 

we have neglected to do, a cruel or unkind word we have spoken. We have been less than 

faithful and less than gracious from time to time with others and with ourselves. And the 

call gently comes into the muddled space of discord, with a voice that tells us to simply 

turn around.  

There is a promise in God’s call to conversion. Repent; turn around! For the reign of God 

is at hand. The reign of God is a time of fulfillment and flourishing, when there is no 

distinction between heaven and earth. Jesus promised us it is closer than we think; indeed, 

it is just around the corner. Our repentance and reconnection to God and others brings it 

about. For as theologian Walter Rauschenbusch reminds us, “The Kingdom of God is not 

a matter of getting individuals into heaven, but of transforming the life on earth into the 

harmony of heaven.” What needs to be turned around in your life? What do you need to 

seek again? 

                                                      ~ The Catholic Health Association of the United States. 

The word Lent comes from the Old English “lencten” or “lengthen” for the lengthening of 

the days, or spring. So as we come into our liturgical season of Lent we watch the days 

lengthen, the promise of new life prepare to emerge from the earth, and turn our hearts to 

the promise of the good news of Jesus Christ. 

Our rich Christian heritage gives us much to ponder when we consider the rituals and 

practices of our liturgical year. When the Protestants (“the protestors” –originally a 

derogatory name) following Martin Luther, split from the Roman Catholic Church in 1521 

they were seeking to reform the Christian faith. As time progressed all things “catholic” 

became suspect, and a great deal of rich liturgical practices were thrown out.  

There is a new desire to reach back to the early church and reclaim liturgical practices that 

inform our Christian faith. In the early church there was a long period of study prior to 

baptism, which often included a year of preparation culminating in baptism at Easter. As 

early as 180CE Tertullian noted that catechumens (those preparing for baptism) fasted prior 

to Easter. The Council of Nicaea in 325AD is the first record we have of a forty day period 

of fasting.  

The number forty is significant in the Bible and it signifies a sufficient period of time. 

When Noah built the ark it rained for forty days and forty nights. Moses went up Mt Sinai 

for forty days and forty nights. The Israelites wandered in the desert for forty years. Jesus 

fasted in the wilderness for forty days, and was present with the disciples for forty days 

after his resurrection. These were periods of testing and trial that ended with restoration 

and renewal.  

From early times, Lent has been a time of spiritual preparation for the celebration of Easter. 

During the forty days of Lent we are invited to examine ourselves, repent of our sins, and 

turn to God. Through practicing spiritual disciplines such as prayer, fasting, self-

examination, and performing acts of charity we seek a deeper relationship with God. 

                                                                                            ~ https://www.fccbillerica.org/ 
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                   Troop 107 Spaghetti Dinne and Cake Auction 
     Sunday, March 20, 5:00 to 6:30 Cake Auction at 5:45 

                                 Adults $10.00            Youth $7.00 
Under 10 Free with adult 

                                   Tickets Available at the Door 
 Please Come and Support Troop 107  

   and our ministry to young men 
 

Boy Scout Troop 107 
Spaghetti Dinner & Cake Auction 

Sunday, March 20th , 2022      5:00 PM - 6:30 PM 

Westwood First Presbyterian Church 
3011 Harrison Avenue, 45211 

Children under 10 eat free 

Pay at the door.  Bring this coupon for $2.00 off.  
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Spaghetti Dinner & Cake Auction 

Sunday, March 20th , 2022     5:00 PM - 6:30 PM 

Westwood First Presbyterian Church 
3011 Harrison Avenue, 45211 
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Westwood First Presbyterian Church 
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