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Our Service of Worship for March 13, 2022 

The second Sunday of lent 
 Westwood First Presbyterian Church                                     Cincinnati, OH  

 

 

GatherinG around God’s Word 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude: “Come Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy”—arr. Gilbert M. Martin  

[During the Prelude, you are invited to take a moment to prepare for worship.] 

Ringing of the Tower Bell 

Choral Introit: “O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High” 

* Call to Worship (Responsive)  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you.  

The Lord is our light and our salvation; whom shall we fear? 

He is our shelter and refuge on the days of trouble, and our hope and joy on the 

days of celebration! 

Each day, we seek the Lord’s face and the assurance of his holy love: 

Lord, do not turn from us or hide your face from us! Be our guide and light instead! 

One thing we ask of God: 

That we may live in God’s dwelling place all the days of our life, and never cease to 

behold the beauty of his home. 

Beloved of God, enter this worship in thanksgiving, for God is among and within us! 

Thanks be to God! 

Opening Prayer (Leader only) 

Sovereign God, we gather together today to give you thanks and declare your greatness. 

We declare your mighty works to the whole world. We praise you for your wonderful 

deeds. Your power is limitless, your wisdom is unparalleled, your grace is overwhelming, 

your love is never failing. You promised that you will never leave or forsake us. Let us 

worship you in spirit and truth. Through Christ our Lord, Amen.   

* Hymn No. 488: “The God of Abraham Praise” ** 

Invitation to Confession (Based on 1 John 1:8—Leader only) 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. Let us, 

therefore, make our confession to God; first, in the unison Prayer of Confession, followed 

by a moment of silent reflection. 
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Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Most Holy and Merciful Father, we confess to you and to one another, that we have 

sinned against you by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength. We have not fully 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not always had in us the mind of Christ.  

You alone know how often we have grieved you by wasting your gifts, by wandering 

from your ways. Forgive us, we pray you, most merciful Father; and free us from 

our sin. Renew in us the grace and strength of your Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus 

Christ your Son our Savior, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

A Moment for Silent, Personal Confession  

[All are invited to take a moment for silent, personal reflection] 

Assurance of Forgiveness (Based on John 3:16-17—Responsive) 

Friends, God is for us and not against us! For that very reason, God sent the Son into 

the world not to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him. 

Believe the good news, now and always: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

Thanks be to God. 

May the peace of Christ be with you now and always. 

And also with you. 

* Gloria Patri (Unison) 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,  

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  

Amen, amen. 

ProclaiminG God’s Word 

Prayer for Illumination (Leader only) 

Guide us, O God, by your Word, and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, in 

your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Christ our Lord, Amen. 

First Reading: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18a—God Makes a Covenant with Abram 

After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, 

Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O 

Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is 

Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a 

slave born in my house is to be my heir.”  

4 But the word of the Lord came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your 

very own issue shall be your heir.” 5 He brought him outside and said, “Look toward 

heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall 

your descendants be.” 6 And he believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as 

righteousness. 7 Then he said to him, “I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the 

Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess.” 8 But he said, “O Lord God, how am I to 

know that I shall possess it?”  
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9 He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram 

three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10 He brought him all these and cut 

them in two, laying each half over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in 

two. 11 And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 
12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying 

darkness descended upon him. 17 When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a 

smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed between these pieces. 18 On that day 

the Lord made a covenant with Abram… 

Second Reading: Philippians 3:17-4:1—Standing Firm 

17 Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the 

example you have in us. 18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often 

told you of them, and now I tell you even with tears. 19 Their end is destruction; their god 

is the belly; and their glory is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things.  

20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the 

Lord Jesus Christ. 21 He will transform the body of our humiliation that it may be 

conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to make all things 

subject to himself. 1 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my 

joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 

Gospel Reading: Luke 13:31-35—The Lament over Jerusalem 
31 At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away from here, for Herod 

wants to kill you.” 32 He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting 

out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my 

work. 33 Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is 

impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ 34 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the 

city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired 

to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were 

not willing! 35 See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the 

time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’” 

Sermon: “Desires” 

resPondinG to God’s Word 

Invitation to Offering (Leader only) 

[No offering will be collected. Please place your offerings in the baskets located at the 

entrances to the sanctuary. Thank you.] 

Brothers and sisters, we give, not because we have to, but because we are grateful, let us 

return to God what is ours to share, joyfully offer our time, talents and treasure—our 

commitment and our prayers—to God in gratitude, heartfelt commitment, and praise. 

Offertory Prayer (Unison) 

Generous and Giving God, we thank you. We thank you for your grace, for this 

community of faith, for the gifts of our lives. Bless these offerings today that they might 

be used to further your reign of righteousness here and now. Work through each of us 

and through the ministries of this congregation that we might glorify you in all we do. In 

Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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Anthem: “There Is a Balm in Gilead”—arr. Howard Helvey 

Tommy Wessendarp, baritone 

The Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer (unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

BearinG God’s Word into the World 

* Hymn No. 84: “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” ** 

Charge and Benediction  

Choral Response: “God Be With You Till We Meet Again” 

Postlude: “Voluntary in C Major”—William Boyce  

* Where indicated (*), those who are able are invited to stand. 

** The words to the hymns are included in the bulletin. 

As our Worship Service Ends, our 

Lenten journey continues, and 

our Ministry of Service Begins! 
 

Leading Worship This Morning: 

Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi, Pastor 

Heather MacPhail, Organist/Director of Music Ministries     

Jason Dennison, Videographer/Director of Technology   

Jeri Rathkamp, Worship Leader 
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Announcements  

 March West-Fed Food Pantry needs: Toothpaste, crackers, and bars of soap 

 The flowers this morning are given by:    

 Karl Graham in honor of his wife, Connie’s birthday. 

 Ulrich Family in memory of Sharon’s parents, Dot and Jack Stottman.  

 Last week’s flowers were given by Sandy Morris and Cynthia Hines in memory of their 

beloved mother, Mary Stith Ray, sister, Melissa Snyder and step-sister, Melinda Ray. 

(The last two names were inadvertently omitted last week—apologies!) 

 It’s time to register to volunteer for the PW Spring FUNdraiser, which will be again 

entail rolling posters for participants, on Thursday. April 28th, from 1-4pm at the 

Duke Energy Convention Center. Follow the instructions below to register.  

 Go to: https://flyingpigmarathon.volunteerlocal.com/volunteer/?id=59965 

 Enter the password “westwoodfirst” in the small box & click “submit password” 

 Check that the small box next to the highlighted time frame is check marked. 

 Enter the required information. 

 Click the “Sign Up To Volunteer” button to submit your information. 

 

Prayer Requests 

 Prayers are requested for:  

 The administrative staff, teachers and students (and their families)of Westwood 

School, in the wake of a third-grader found with a loaded gun this past Thursday. 

No injuries were reported. 

 The people and leaders of the Ukraine and Russia.  

 Sandy Morris, who is recovering from surgery. 

 Barb Nieman recovering from surgery to repair her broken arm. 

 Rhonda Boddy, recovering from a car accident.  

 Dominic, a teen-aged friend of the Zorn’s, undergoing open heart surgery.   

 Susie, a friend of the Kochheisers, undergoing chemotherapy.   

 Kathy Kiefer, who has been hospitalized with kidney issues. 

 Linda Kugele who continues to deal with breathing issues. 

 Betsy Forte, Chancie Brown’s sister, dealing with personal issues.  

 Our homebound members and friends.  

 The discernment team.  

 The members of our Session.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://flyingpigmarathon.volunteerlocal.com/volunteer/?id=60622
https://flyingpigmarathon.volunteerlocal.com/volunteer/?id=59965
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Hymns 

The God of Abraham Praise—Hymn #488  

The God of Abraham praise, who reigns enthroned above;  

The ancient of eternal days, the God of love! 

The Lord, the great I Am, by earth and heaven confessed; 

We bow before your holy name, forever blest. 

Your spirit still flows free, high surging where it will; 

In prophets word, you spoke of old and you speak still. 

Established is your law, and changeless it shall stand, 

Deep writ upon the human heart, on sea or land. 

You have eternal life implanted in the soul; 

Your love shall be our strength and stay, while ages roll. 

We praise you lvining God! We praise your holy name; 

The first, the last, beyond all thought, and still the same! 

In the Cross of Christ I Glory—Hymn #84  

In the cross of Christ I glory, towering o’er the wrecks of time; 

All the light of sacred story gathers round its head sublime. 

When the woes of life o'ertake me, hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 

Never shall the cross forsake me: Lo! it glows with peace and joy. 

When the sun of bliss is beaming light and love upon my way, 

From the cross the radiance streaming  adds more luster to the day. 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, by the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, joys that through all time abide. 

 

 

 

Moment for Meditation: The Truth About Sin 

Sin is a difficult topic to discuss theologically because the same word in English refers 

to several different states. In its most basic form, sin is a transgression of law and 

rebellion against God. Sin is any action that harms the relationship we have with God 

and/or another person. It is choosing to act in a way that pulls us away from God. He 

designed us to respond to Him in a way that is in agreement with His nature. Sin breaks 

that connection, refuses that gift, and rejects God. 

Sin can manifest in many different ways. The Hebrew ‘awon means an iniquity or 

malevolent unfairness. Rasha’ infers restlessness or something out of control. Chata’ is 

the most commonly heard definition. It means missing the mark or straying off 

course. ‘Abar means to transgress or to go beyond what is sanctioned. In the New 

Testament, the Greek hamartia is similar to the Hebrew chata’ but it goes further. It is 

not only “missing the mark,” but also the inner compulsion or nature that induced the 

offense. Similarly, it can be an organized power that deliberately sets about causing a 

person/group to fall into sin. 

                                                     ~ Michael Youssef, Leading the Way (ltw.org) 
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Moment for Meditation: The Truth About Sin 

It’s one tiny little word that altered the whole story of humanity. Too often we talk 

around it, try to deny it, hide it, or wish it away, but the truth remains: sin is real. 

Since Adam and Eve, every person has come into a world broken by sin, bearing the 

burden of a sin nature. Pastor Sam Storms explains why every sin is so deadly 

(Romans 6:23). 

“It’s all about understanding the character of God. If God is infinitely beautiful and 

glorious, the most wonderful treasure in all the universe, then what does it say about 

us that we refuse to acknowledge that? What does it say when we refuse to obey Him 

and worship Him? In fact, we try to make up our own rules that are in complete 

defiance of the reality He has revealed. We do what we think is right, in complete 

contrast to what God says is right. 

“There’s often an attempt to quantify sin, and just do a few more good deeds than 

bad. But even one act of sin is an act of cosmic treason, deserving of eternal death. 

If we see that as injustice, we’ve not fully grasped the immeasurable holiness of God, 

and that He is so worthy to be honored and adored by His creatures; we only live by 

virtue of His mercy in the first place.” 

This denial of reality causes us all to be separated from God, a spiritual death, as well 

as physical destruction. Mankind is trapped–unable to break free of the bondage we 

create. Until the overwhelming love of Jesus comes in. 

Adam is viewed as the one man through whom sin ultimately entered into the 

world. But there is another man: the Lord Jesus. He overcomes Adam’s sin legacy 

through His obedience. That is the best news of all: our perfect God confronted the 

ugliness of our sin head-on. He did what we could not do: He conquered death itself 

to restore us to life in Him. 

                                                                           ~Bill Arnold, myfaithradio.com 

 


