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Our Service of Worship for February 20, 2022 

Seventh Sunday of Epiphany 
Westwood First Presbyterian Church                                     Cincinnati, OH  

 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude: “Allegro Moderato” from Sonata No. 4—Anna Bon di Venezia 

Samantha Goes, flute and Heather MacPhail, organ 

[During the Prelude, you are invited to take a moment to prepare for worship.] 

Ringing of the Tower Bell 

Choral Introit: “O Be Joyful”—Yarrington 

* Call to Worship (based on Psalm 138—responsive)  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 

We give you thanks, O Lord, with our whole heart; before the gods we sing your praise; 

We bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name for your 

steadfast love and faithfulness;  

For you have exalted your name and your word above everything. 

On the day we called, you answered us, you increased our strength of soul. 

Though we walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve us; your right hand delivers us. 

God will fulfill his purpose for us; your steadfast love, O Lord, endures forever.  

With grateful, joyful hearts, let us worship God. 

Opening Prayer (Leader only) 

Heavenly Father, as we gather together this day, quieten our minds and still our hearts, 

for your living ways are all we seek. Strengthen our lives, inspire our spirits, in your 

living waters flow endless grace. In Christ we pray. Amen. 

* Hymn No. 464: “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” ** 

Invitation to Confession (Leader only) 

The act of confessing our sin is not simply a recitation of our faults and wrongs, but also 

an opportunity to receive God’s mercy and share in that abundant grace. Confident of 

God’s love for us, let us offer our prayers, first in the unison Prayer of Confession, 

followed by a moment of silent reflection. 

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Almighty God, we acknowledge and confess that we have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed; we have not loved you with all of our heart, soul, mind, 

and strength; we have not loved our neighbor as ourselves. Deepen within us our 

awareness and regret for the wrong we have done, and the good we have left undone.  

Restore to us the joy of your salvation; bind up that which is broken, give light to 

our minds, strength to our wills, and rest to our souls. Speak to each of us, and let 

your word abide with us until it has wrought in us your holy will. We pray in Jesus’ 

name. Amen. 
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A Moment for Silent, Personal Confession  

[All are invited to take a moment for silent, personal reflection] 

Assurance of Forgiveness (from Ephesians 2:8—responsive) 

By grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift 

of God. In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  

Thanks and praise be to God!  

And so, having been forgiven in Christ, may his peace be with you—now and always!  

* Gloria Patri (Unison) 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,  

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 

Prayer for Illumination (Leader only) 

Sovereign God, enlighten our minds and kindle our hearts with the presence of your 

Spirit, we pray, that as your Word is read and proclaimed, we may hear your words of 

comfort and challenge—through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

First Reading: Jeremiah 16:14-17—God Will Restore Israel  
14 Therefore, the days are surely coming, says the LORD, when it shall no longer be said, 

“As the LORD lives who brought the people of Israel up out of the land of Egypt,” 15 but 

“As the LORD lives who brought the people of Israel up out of the land of the north and 

out of all the lands where he had driven them.” For I will bring them back to their own 

land that I gave to their ancestors.  

16 I am now sending for many fishermen, says the LORD, and they shall catch them; and 

afterward I will send for many hunters, and they shall hunt them from every mountain 

and every hill, and out of the clefts of the rocks. 17 For my eyes are on all their ways; they 

are not hidden from my presence, nor is their iniquity concealed from my sight.  

Gospel Reading: Luke 5:1-11—Jesus Calls the First Disciples 
1 Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was 

pressing in on him to hear the word of God, 2 he saw two boats there at the shore of the 

lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. 3 He got into one 

of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the 

shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. 4 When he had finished 

speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a 

catch.” 5 Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all night long but have caught 

nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.”  

6 When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to 

break. 7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they 

came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. 8 But when Simon Peter saw it, he 

fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” 9 For 

he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; 10 and 

so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then 

Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching 

people.” 11 When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed 

him. 

Sermon: “Deep Water” 
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Invitation to Offering (Leader only) 

[No offering will be collected. Please place your offerings in the baskets located at the 

entrances to the sanctuary. Thank you for your generosity] 

Each week, your offering empowers ministry within our congregation and beyond. it also 

helps support the work of our Presbytery here in Cincinnati, and that of the Presbyterian 

church around the world, working on many levels and with many partners. Ministries 

like these happen, thanks to your generosity—as we live and give as people of God. 

Offertory Prayer (Unison) 

All things have their origin with you, Gracious God. We thank you, for the blessings 

of this and all our days—and from these riches we freely give. Accept, we pray, not 

just this money but also our lives freely offered in gratitude for all you have done 

for us. Use them both, in this place and wherever you might take us. We pray in the 

name of Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Anthem: “Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi”—David N. Childs ** 

                                                Samantha Goes, flute and Chancel Choir 

Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace; 

Where there is hate, let me sow love;  
Where there is injury, let me pardon; 

Where there is despair, let there be hope. 

Where there is doubt, let there be faith; 

Where there is sadness, let there be joy; 

Where there is darkness, let there be light; 

And all for Thy mercies sake. 

O divine Master,  

Grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; 

To be understood as to understand; 

To be loved as to love; 

For it is in giving that we receive; 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 

And it is in dying, that we are born to eternal life. 

The Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer (Unison) 

[During the prayer, at the pause, feel free to say the name of someone in need of prayer, 

or a joy or concern on your heart. The prayer concludes with the Lord’s Prayer.]  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

* Hymn No. 282: “If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee” ** 

Charge and Benediction  

Choral Response: “May the Peace of God Surround You”—Gary Matheny 

Postlude: “How Firm A Foundation”—arr. Charles Callahan 

* Where indicated (*), those who are able are invited to stand. 

** The words to the hymns are included in the bulletin. 
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As today’s Service of Worship  

   Has Ended, Our Ministry of  

  Service in Jesus’ name Begins! 

 

Leading Worship This Morning: 

Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi, Pastor 

Heather MacPhail, Organist/Director of Music Ministries     

Jason Dennison, Videographer/Director of Technology   

 

 

 

Prayer Requests and Announcements 

 February West-Fed Food Pantry needs: Toothpaste, crackers and bars of soap 

 Concert Series today at 2:00pm, Phil DeGreg and his quartet. 

 The flowers this morning are given by:    

 The Hedrick Family in honor of their mother, Anna. 

 Dr. and Mrs. Dillon Rhodenbaugh in memory of their parents. 

 Prayers are requested for:  

 Sandy Morris, who is recovering from surgery this past Monday. 

 Anna Hedrick, who recovering and in rehab after a recent hospital stay. 

 Barb Nieman recovering from surgery to repair her broken arm. 

 Rhonda Boddy, still recovering from her car accident.  

 Dominic, a teen-aged friend of the Zorn’s, who will be undergoing open heart 

surgery at Children’s Hospital, which had been postponed due to COVID.   

 Susie, a friend of the Kochheisers, undergoing chemotherapy.   

 Kathy Kiefer, who has been hospitalized with kidney issues. 

 Linda Kugele who continues to deal with breathing issues. 

 Betsy Forte, Chancie Brown’s sister, dealing with personal issues.  

 Our homebound members and friends.  

 The discernment team: Steve Beckman, Mary Ellen Betz, Jane Colarossi, Kent 

Kochheiser, Ann Regan, Phil Zorn, Bruce Smith, Jan Tepe, Bode Olakanmi.  

 Session: Beth Kochheiser (clerk), Marc Baverman, Mary Ellen Betz, Chris 

Beckman, Rhonda Boddy, Linda Gardner, Patti Grace, Jarod Harlow, Janice 

Kahsar, Julie Lawson, Noelle Scheper.  
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Hymns 

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee—Hymn #464 

Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, God of glory, Lord of love; 

Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee, opening to the sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away; 

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day! 

All Thy works with joy surround Thee, Earth and heaven reflect Thy rays, 

Stars and angels sing around Thee, center of unbroken praise. 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea, 

Chanting bird and flowing fountain call us to rejoice in Thee. 

Mortals, join the happy chorus, which the morning stars began; 

Love divine is reigning o’er us, joining all in heaven’s plan. 

Ever singing, march we onward, victors in the midst of strife, 

Joyful music leads us sunward in the triumph song of life. 

If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee—Hymn 399# 

If thou but trust in God to guide thee, with hopeful heart through all thy ways, 

God will give strength, whate’er betide thee, to bear thee through the evil days. 

Who trusts in God's unchanging love builds on the rock that naught can move. 

Only, be still and wait God’s leisure in cheerful hope, with heart content 

To take whate’er thy Keeper’s pleasure and all discerning love hath sent. 

No doubt our inmost wants are clear to One who holds us always dear. 

Sing, pray, and swerve not from God’s ways, but do thine own part faithfully; 

Trust the rich promises of grace, so shall they be fulfilled in thee. 

God never yet forsook in need the soul secured by trust indeed. 

 

 

 

 

Moment for Meditation One: The “Jesus Fish” 

The word ‘ichthys’ is the Greek word for fish and was adopted to go along with the 

symbol. The Greek letters in the illustration on the right are as follows, from left to right:   

• Iota = Iesous (no “J” in  Greek), meaning Jesus  

• Chi = Christos, meaning Christ  

• Theta =  Theou, meaning God 

• Upsilon = Huios, meaning Son 

• Sigma = Soter, meaning Savior 

These letters represent the sentence: “Jesus Christ God’s Son is Savior”  
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Calling Disciples  

He Qi 

Moment for Meditation Two: A Reflection on Trust  

If someone that you have never met or even seen came up to you and told you to follow 

them, would you listen? Would you trust the stranger or would you simply ignore them 

and move on with your daily routine? Today’s popular Gospel reading from Matthew looks 

at the trusting relationship that Jesus has with his followers, his people who put all of their 

faith in the stranger, the unknown. Why is it that these fishermen decide to drop their nets 

and follow Jesus? 

This Gospel revolves upon the value of trust. Trusting in someone can often be hard to do. 

For some, trusting comes easy. In today’s Gospel, Peter and Andrew, and then later James 

and John decide to immediately drop their nets and follow Jesus after he says, “Come after 

me, and I will make you fishers of men”. They trusted in him and had no second thoughts 

about following Jesus.I would have a difficult time trusting someone that I have never met. 

When I was little, I attended a Safety Town program in which I was taught over and over 

again to not talk to strangers and to not accompany them when we were asked to follow 

them to their car. Trusting in strangers is something that I continue to struggle with and 

believe I will always struggle with because I was brought up to not trust in people I don't 

know. However, the fishermen did not say “no” or “I do not trust you;” rather, their actions 

reflected their trust in this man. 

Trust. How do you trust the stranger? Are you able to put your faith in Jesus just as the 

fishermen did in today’s Gospel? Are you willing to drop your nets or whatever you are 

doing to follow and put your trust in Jesus? Today, let us reflect on our trust in Jesus. Do 

we continue to contemplate the trusting relationship, just as I was taught in Safety Town, 

or do we act as the fishermen did by dropping everything they had to follow the call of a 

stranger? Let us think about the trusting relationship that we have with Jesus and continue 

to place our trust in his hands. 

                                              ~ Christy Marchiando, https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


