
 

Our Service of Worship for February 6, 2022 

Fifth Sunday of Epiphany 
Westwood First Presbyterian Church                                     Cincinnati, OH  

  

 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude: “Priere”—Th. Salome  

During the Prelude, you are invited to take a moment to prepare for worship. 

Ringing of the Tower Bell  

Introit: “O Be Joyful”—Yarrington 

* Call to Worship (based on Psalm 16—responsive)  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all!  

And also with you!  
God is our protection, our refuge in times of strife.  

We have no good apart from God. 

The Lord is our chosen portion and our cup. 

We bless the Lord who gives us council. 

Keep the Lord always before you. 

Therefore, our hearts are glad and our souls rejoice! 

Come, let us worship God! 

Opening Prayer 

* Hymn No. 476: “O Worship the King, All Glorious Above!” ** 

A Time of Confession 

Invitation to Confession  

Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Gracious and Merciful God, we are not only convicted by that which we have 

done, but by that which we have left undone. Forgive us for the moments when 

we’ve stayed silent. Forgive us for the moments when we’ve chosen comfort over 

justice. Forgive us for the moments when we’ve done what’s easy instead of what’s 

right. Give us courage to respond to your Gospel not just in the moments when it 

is convenient but especially in the moments when it’s the hardest thing to do. In 

Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

Moment of Silent Confession (silent, personal prayers may be offered.) 

Assurance of God’s Love and Mercy (Romans 8:34—responsive) 

Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ, and Christ died for 

us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. Friends, hear 

and believe the good news of the gospel: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

Thanks be to God! 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 



 

* Gloria Patri (unison) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.  

World without end.  Amen. Amen.  

Prayer for Illumination 

First Reading: Nehemiah 8:1-4a, 5-6,8-10 
1 All the people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the 

scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to 

Israel. 2 Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and 

women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the 

seventh month.  

3 He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until 

midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could understand; and 

the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. 4 The scribe Ezra stood on 

a wooden platform that had been made for the purpose… 5 And Ezra opened the book in 

the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened 

it, all the people stood up. 6 Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people 

answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and 

worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground.  

8 So they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the 

sense, so that the people understood the reading. 9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, 

and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, 

“This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept 

when they heard the words of the law. 10 Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat 

and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, 

for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your 

strength.” 

Gospel; Reading: Luke 4:14-30 

14 Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about 

him spread through all the surrounding country. 15 He began to teach in their synagogues 

and was praised by everyone.  

16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue 

on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet 

Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to 

the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the 

blind, to let the oppressed go free, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all 

in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 Then he began to say to them, “Today this 

scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 All spoke well of him and were amazed 

at the gracious words that came from his mouth. They said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?”  

23 He said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ 

And you will say, ‘Do here also in your hometown the things that we have heard you did 

at Capernaum.’” 24 And he said, “Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s 

hometown.  



 

25 But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven 

was shut up three years and six months, and there was a severe famine over all the 

land; 26 yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon.  

27 There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of 

them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” 28 When they heard this, all in the 

synagogue were filled with rage. 29 They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him 

to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off the 

cliff. 30 But he passed through the midst of them and went on his way. 

Sermon: “Afflicted” 

Invitation to Offering and Offertory Prayer (unison) 

All things have their origin with you, Gracious Lord, and from these riches we 

freely give, that your church might grow in this place and throughout the world. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

Anthem: “Grace”—arr. Mark Hayes 

Chancel Choir  

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper  

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

[ALL are invited to Christ’s table, remembering that access is not a right conferred 

upon the worthy, but a privilege given to the undeserving, enabled by the very act of 

which the sacrament reminds us.] 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and prayers. 

The Prayer of Thanksgiving  

The Words of Institution and the Sharing of the Elements 

The Pastoral Prayer After Communion and The Lord’s Prayer (unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 

* Hymn No. 388: “O Jesus, I Have Promised” ** 

Charge and Benediction 

Choral Response: “The Grace of the Lord Jesus”—Yarrington 

Postlude: “Prelude and Fugue in C Major”—J. S. Bach 

* Where indicated (*), those who are able are invited to stand. 

** The words to the hymns are included in the bulletin. 

 

As today’s Service of Worship  

   Has Ended, Our Ministry of  

  Service in Jesus’ name Begins! 

 



 

Leading Worship This Morning: 

Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi, Pastor 

Heather MacPhail, Organist/Director of Music Ministries     

Jason Dennison, Videographer/Director of Technology   

Prayer Requests and Announcements  

 February West-Fed Food Pantry needs: Toothpaste, crackers and bars of soap 

 The flowers this morning are given by:    

 Mace Justice in memory of Harold & Betty Justice 

 Jill Haft in memory of James Haft, and George and Grace Alban 

 Prayers are requested for:  

 The family of long-time member Jim Becker, who passed away two weeks ago. 

 Sandy Morris, who is recovering from surgery this past Monday. 

 Anna Hedrick, who recovering and in rehab after a recent hospital stay.  

Barb Nieman still recovering from surgery last week to repair her broken arm. 

Barb wishes to thank to “all my church family for the concern shown through 

their thoughts & prayers for healing, and many cards and calls!”  

 Rhonda Boddy, still recovering from her car accident.  

 Dominic, a teen-aged friend of the Zorn’s, who will be undergoing open heart 

surgery at Children’s Hospital, which had been postponed due to COVID.   

 DJ Hines, Sandy Morris’ brother, dealing with on-going health issues 

 Tom and Rita Davey, friends of Wendy Beckman.  

 Susie, a friend of the Kochheisers, undergoing chemotherapy.   

 Kathy Kiefer, who has been hospitalized with kidney issues. 

 Linda Kugele who continues to deal with breathing issues. 

 Betsy Forte, Chancie Brown’s sister, dealing with personal issues.  

 Our homebound members and friends.  

 The discernment team: Steve Beckman, Mary Ellen Betz, Jane Colarossi, Kent 

Kochheiser, Ann Regan, Phil Zorn, Bruce Smith, Jan Tepe, Bode Olakanmi.  

 Session: Beth Kochheiser (clerk), Marc Baverman, Mary Ellen Betz, Chris 

Beckman, Rhonda Boddy, Linda Gardner, Patti Grace, Jarod Harlow, Janice 

Kahsar, Julie Lawson, Noelle Scheper,  



 

Hymns 

O Worship the King, All Glorious Above!—Hymn #476 

O worship the King all-glorious above,  

O gratefully sing his power and his love: 

Our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 

Pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 

O tell of God’s might, O sing of his grace, 

Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space. 

The chariots of heaven wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 

And bright is God’s path on the wings of the storm. 

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 

In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail. 

Thy mercies, how tender, how firm to the end, 

Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend! 

O Jesus, I Have Promised—Hymn #388 

O Jesus, I have promised to serve Thee to the end; 

Be Thou forever near me, my Master and my friend; 

I shall not fear the battle if thou art by my side, 

Nor wander from the pathway if thou wilt be my guide. 

O let me hear Thee speaking in accents clear and still, 

Above the storms of passion, the murmurs of self-will. 

O speak to reassure me, to hasten or control; 

O speak, and make me listen, Thou guardian of my soul. 

O Jesus, Thou hast promised to all who follow Thee 

That where thou art in glory there shall thy servant be. 

And, Jesus, I have promised to serve thee to the end; 

O give me grace to follow, My Master and my friend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Moment for Meditation: Today 

“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” Not yesterday, not tomorrow. 

Today. And with that word, Jesus' furious neighbors tried to throw him off a cliff. 

Faith communities are often consumed with memories of the past and hopes for the future. 

Speaking of the past may take a form of maintaining buildings and structures, of teaching 

ancient texts, and passing on patterns of life and values from ancestors. Speaking of the 

future is often wrapped up in hopes for salvation and eternal life, desires for answered 

prayers, for the children to hold onto faith or “come back to church.”  

Both past and future are important to vibrant communities; healthy and life-giving practices 

of honoring our ancestors and embracing a hopeful future derive from the witness of the 

whole biblical tradition. But both “past” and “future” as the primary location of faith have 

their shadow sides. Overemphasizing the past results in nostalgia—the belief that the past 

is better than either the present or the future—a disposition that is steeped in grief and fear. 

Overemphasizing the future—the belief that all that matters is that which is to come—often 

results in thwarted hope, doubt, and anxiety. 

A recent survey from Public Religion Research discovered that the majority of churchgoers 

in the United States express high levels of both nostalgia and anxiety. By strong majorities, 

religious Americans—particularly white Protestants, and without any significant 

difference between theological conservatives and liberals—believe that “our best days are 

behind us" and that the future of society is bleak. In particular, mainline congregations are 

caught between valorizing the good old days and a deepening sense of desolation that some 

promised future will never arrive.  

Evidently, most Protestants would rather look back with sadness than trust that a more just 

and beautiful future beckons. As a result, today is lost. Today is merely a stage upon which 

we mourn the loss of past and fear what we cannot imagine. But “today” is a deeply 

dangerous spiritual reality—because today insists that we lay aside both our memories and 

our dreams to embrace fully the moment of now.  

The past romanticizes the work of our ancestors; the future scans the horizons of our 

descendants and depends upon them to fix everything. But “today” places us in the midst 

of the sacred drama, reminding us that we are actors and agents in God's desire for the 

world. “Today” is the most radical thing Jesus ever said. 

Living in God's promise is not about yesterday. Nor is it about awaiting some distant 

Messiah and eternal life in the Kingdom of God. It is about NOW. This is a hard truth to 

hear and receive. Jesus’ friends refused. They would rather stay mired in nostalgia and 

complain about the future. How great the prophets were! If only a savior would appear and 

get us out of this mess! But Jesus’ sermon remains as clear and poignant and important and 

urgent as ever: Today this promise has been fulfilled in your hearing—what we need is 

here. Today. 

                                                                                        ~ Diana Butler Bass 

 


