Take a peek inside. Send
any suggestions for content in future “Bells” to
steve@wfpc.org
by the 15th of the month for
consideration.
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Session Members
and
Committee Rosters

Pastor’s Pen
Jeff Colarossi
jeff@wfpc.org

Beth Kochheiser, Clerk of Session

Grace and peace everyone,
Administration and Personnel
Mary Ellen Betz, Ruling Elder (2022)
I came across this recently and wanted to share it with you. I’m
Marc Baverman, Ruling Elder (2023)
fairly certain these are characters with whom you are already
Dale Hedrick, At-Large (2022)
familiar… Jeff
Andy Patton, At-Large (2023)
Congregational Life
It occurred to Pooh and Piglet that they hadn’t heard from
Julie Lawson, Ruling Elder (2022)
Eeyore for several days, so they put on their hats and coats and
Linda Gardner, Ruling Elder (2023)
trotted across the Hundred Acre Wood to Eeyore’s stick house.
At-Large: Amy Babicke, Mary Lou Huber,
Inside the house was Eeyore. “Hello Eeyore,” said Pooh.
Lynn Lanman, Bode Olakanmi, Jeri Rathkamp, Mary Beth Baverman
“Hello Pooh. Hello Piglet,”
Mission & Outreach
said Eeyore, in a Glum
Patti Grace, Ruling Elder - Chair (2022)
Sounding Voice. “We just
Rhonda Boddy, Ruling Elder (2023)
thought we’d check in on
At-Large: Mya Banks, Wendy Beckman,
Linda Gardner, Lynn Lanman, Jeri Rathkamp, you,” said Piglet, “because
Beth Richmond, Sharon Ulrich, Karl Graham we hadn’t heard from you,
and so we wanted to know
Stewardship & Finance
if you were okay.”
Chris Beckman, Ruling Elder (2023)
At-Large: Dale Nieman (2022), Holly
Eeyore was silent for a
Scheper - Elder (2023) Joe Dearwester - Ops moment. “Am I okay?” he
Team, John Rathkamp
asked, eventually. “Well, I
Worship & Music
don’t know, to be honest.
Noelle Scheper, Ruling Elder (2022)
Are any of us really okay? That’s what I ask myself. All I can tell
Jarod Harlow, Ruling Elder (2022)
you, Pooh and Piglet, is that right now I feel really rather Sad,
Janice Kahsar, Ruling Elder (2023)
and Alone, and Not Much Fun To Be Around At All. Which is
At-Large: Cathie DeFazio
why I haven’t bothered you. Because you wouldn’t want to waste
your time hanging out with someone who is Sad, and Alone, and
Not Much Fun To Be Around At All, would you now.”

Representatives to Other
looked at Piglet, and Piglet looked at Pooh, and they both
Church Committees Pooh
sat down, one on either side of Eeyore in his stick house. Eeyore
Scholarship Committee:
Part of Congregational Life
Jill Huber, PW Rep
Candee Witterstaetter
Nominating Committee
Mary Ellen Betz, Chair
Jane Colarossi
Rhonda Boddy
Sharon Ulrich

looked at them in surprise. “What are you doing?” “We’re sitting
here with you,” said Pooh, “because we are your friends. And
true friends don’t care if someone is feeling Sad, or Alone, or Not
Much Fun To Be Around At All. True friends are there for you
anyway. And so here we are.” “Oh,” said Eeyore. “Oh.”
And the three of them sat there in silence, and while Pooh and
Piglet said nothing at all; somehow, almost imperceptibly, Eeyore
started to feel a very tiny little bit better. Because Pooh and Piglet
were There. No more; no less.
~ A.A. Milne creator of Pooh, E.H. Shepard the original artist.

Financial Review Committee
Dick Braun (2022)
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have
Connie Graham (2023)
loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life
Presbytery Commissioner: Beth Kochheiser for one’s friends.” (John 15:12-13)
~ Jesus Christ
Phone Number
(513) 661-6846

Address
3011 Harrison Ave
Cincinnati, Oh 45211

Website
wfpc.org

Music Ministry Notes
Heather MacPhail, Director of Music Ministries
macphaha@miamioh.edu

Our Music Ministry Continues!

Happy New Year, everyone! We are looking ahead to February with hope and with music plans! The Chancel
Choir feels so fortunate that they were able to present selections from Handel’s Messiah on Sunday, December
19! It was a joyous service! Since then, we are so blessed to have a select group of soloists, willing to step up and
provide music for the special services of Christmas Eve, regular worship December 26, Epiphany and regular
worship the rest of January. Please thank a soloist – including Noelle! – when you see them. They have put in
extra time in preparation and rehearsal for the services. And I’m sure you will agree their music has been beautiful and inspiring!
Beginning Thursday, February 3, Chancel Choir rehearsals will resume and the choir will sing again for worship
beginning February 6. We look forward to it.
NOTE: Rehearsals begin at 7:00 p.m., in the sanctuary.
Bell Ringers!! Our amazing group, Chancel Bells, will also resume rehearsals on Thursday, February 3, in Calvin
Hall – 2:00 p.m. We look forward to exploring some new music together!
UPCOMING CONCERT!! The second concert of this season is also in February – SUNDAY, February 20 – 2:30
p.m. We are excited for the return of the Phil DeGreg Jazz Trio, a familiar group to the West Side! Added to the
trio will be the vibraphone – come and hear the dimension of sound that adds! Please come and support this
outreach. For the last concert, we had audience members arriving as much as an hour early, they were so excited
to be back and wanted a good seat! We encourage you, as members of the congregation, to attend and bring a
friend. You are sure to enjoy the afternoon!
The Music is Alive at WFPC!! Praise the Lord together!
Heather MacPhail, Director of Music Ministry

A Word From Your Session

Grace and peace to you all,

At our most recent meeting, Session unanimously decided to RESUME in-person worship beginning January 30. We are asking everyone to wear a mask, especially if you have not been vaccinated, and to maintain social distancing. This is
also the date of our Annual Congregational Meeting and Meeting of the Corporation. We hope to see you all there! Then you can go home and root on the Bengals.
Who Dey!

is

Mission
City Gospel Mission’s 2021 Thanksgiving Exchange & Christmas Store
The City Gospel Mission’s 2021 Thanksgiving Exchange & Christmas Store, both held at WFPC, were successful once again. Thank
you so very much for your participation and support!
Angela Allen, City Gospel Mission’s Vice President of Church Partnerships, wrote a beautiful
summary of this year’s efforts and very graciously thanked us for our partnership. It does a great
job of describing the breadth and depth of what happened:
We are so grateful for WFPC’s wonderful hospitality and for your work to make the Thanksgiving
Exchange & Christmas Store a success! You all are a blessing!
This year 406 people shopped at the Exchange for their Thanksgiving groceries and 201 folks shopped for 739 children at the
Christmas Store. It’s safe to say, God used each of us to be part of His blessing to over 2,000 people this Thanksgiving & Christmas!
Here are just a few examples of the blessings we received and were able to give. . .
• Turkeys: The week before the Exchange, we were notified by our supplier that neither they nor any other major grocer could
provide a bulk order of turkeys this year. But our God owns the cattle on a thousand hills, and
within 48 hours of asking for help, all 280 turkeys had been pledged.
• Volunteers: Praise God for over 200 people who put in long hours to create, run, and dismantle the Exchange & Store. Including the best Parking Coordinators ever! You all worked
seamlessly with our managers to make the shoppers feel welcomed, completely informed,
respected, and valued. You are amazing! Thank you!
• Donations: The Exchange has never been as well supplied as it was this year! The storehouse
was filled to overflowing! We did not have to purchase one canned good, dinner roll, cake mix,
bag of flour, or pound of butter! WFPC’s commitment to providing the butter is a tremendous
gift -- it’s such a relief to not have to be concerned about butter, because I know you’ve got it!
• Bicycles: Lois Cohen continued her husband’s legacy by ordering 120 bicycles (with helmets and locks) for the Christmas Store
this year! Pacific Bikes assembled each bike, matched them with appropriate helmets, and found a driver to deliver them from
Illinois overnight to us!
All of us at CGM are so grateful for all of you at WFPC for this great ministry partnership! It is a delight working with you to make
the Exchange & Store happen.
May the Lord bless you in 2022,
--Angela
Westwood First participated in several ways:
• Butter Drive – All of the butter needed for the Thanksgiving Exchange was provided by WFPC, at a total cost of $1,114. A sum
of $565 was raised directly from the congregation, with the balance taken from the undesignated mission budget.
• Volunteer Parking Hosts – For the Thanksgiving Exchange, there were 22 WFPC members and friends, as well as 8 scouts from
Troop 107 (including Scoutmaster Mike Rechel, who provided the lighting for inside the refrigerated truck). For the Christmas
Store, 16 members and friends volunteered. Most volunteered for both events and several volunteered for multiple shifts for
each event.
• Christmas Gifts via the Christmas Giving Tree – Scores of gifts of toys and children’s clothing were generously donated.
In addition, WFPC’s Mission & Outreach Committee facilitated the participation in the Christmas Store of Westwood United Methodist Church. This resulted in generous gifts of toys and
clothing, a large supply of Christmas wrapping paper and the referral to the program by My
Neighbor’s Place of 25-30 people in need.
Again, thank you for your participation and support for this very worthwhile mission effort. As
Ms. Allen said above, “…God used each of us to be part of His blessing to over 2,000 people this
Thanksgiving & Christmas!

Member Memos
Members of Circle One (and friends) met to provide a helping hand at Matthew 25 Ministries.

Carolyn Banta		
John Beckman		
Chad Witterstaetter		
Elise Beckman		
Patti Grace			
Karl Graham			
Charlene Hoffman		
Jim Greenlee			
Cathie De Fazio		
Vance Gordon		
Dana Braun			
Ruth Mayo			
Sylvia Roth			
Julie Lawson			
Sarah Beckman		
Steven Kehoe			
Lawrence De Fazio		

February 2
February 3
February 4
February 4
February 7
February 9
February 9
February 9
February 11
February 11
February 17
February 17
February 22
February 23
February 25
February 27
February 28

Maggie & Curtis Kuethe
January 5
10 Yrs
Candee & Jack Witterstaetter February 14 41 Yrs
Joseph & Beth Dearwester February 22 30 Yrs
Where were
you 40 years
ago when
the Bengals
beat the
Chargers
27 to 7?
If your birthday or anniversary comes and
goes and you didn’t find your name in the
Parish Bell, we don’t have that information
to properly recognize you. If you’d like to
be included in Birthdays and Anniversaries,
please email steve@wfpc..

The February donations for the
Westfed Food Pantry are:
Soup
Crackers
Toothpaste

Bulletin Board
New Church

O

ffice Hours
In addition to St
eve Foster’s regu
lar
Monday churc
h office hours fr
o
m
10 am -1 pm vo
lunteers are staffi
ng
the church offi
ce 10 am - 1 pm
,
Tuesday thru Th
ursday at least
thru
the last week o
f February.
The office will re
main closed Fri
day.

Thanks to our Church Un-Decorators

A big thank you to all the wonderful volunteers
that helped undecorate the church of it’s Christmas
decorations on Sat , Jan 8th.
These people were Jeri Rathkamp, Linda Gardner,
Bode Olakanmi, Bill Seitz, Lynn Lanman, and our
ladder climber and tree mover, Chancie Brown.
We accomplished taking down many wreaths,
nativity sets, poles with candles on pew edges,
Christmas trees, and parlor decorations, etc.
Many hands make light work! Thanks again!
Congregational Life Committee

GriefShare is a friendly, caring group of people who
will walk alongside you through one of life’s most
difficult experiences. You don’t have to go through the
grieving process alone. Visit or join a group at anytime. And attend as many meetings as you like.
Cheviot UMC
GriefShare Support group
Beginning February 6th (Sunday) 2:00-3:30
www.griefshare.org is the website to register online.
13 week program

The 2022 Annual Budget has been approved by
Session and soon will be shared with the membership at our Annual Meeting on January 30th.
The capability to finalize a balanced budget for
the year ahead is a tribute to the number of
giving units pledging, and the ingrained faithfulness of our entire congregation. In addition,
Committee Chairs looked at ways to reduce
spending, while maintaining quality operations.
They were successful in doing so, thus helping
the Budget Committee to proactively respond
to national financial projections.
May the genuine caring and generosity at
WFPC continue to accompany us as we do the
Lord’s work within our church and families and
in our community!

“Souper Bowl” Rescheduled
Because of various illness, injury, and
other incidentals, the Souperbowl
of Caring will be postponed until
March.

What’s Goin’ On
Who
Will Take Home
In-Person Worship
Resumes
AFC Championship
Annual Congregational
Meeting
January
30; 3:00pm
Sunday, January 30; 11:30am
Sanctuary
We ‘Dem’
We are asking everyone to wear a mask, especially if you
have not been vaccinated, and to maintain social distancing. This is also the date of our Annual Congregational
Meeting and Meeting of the Corporation. We hope to see
you all there! Please plan to attend this important meeting on the state of the church. Your Session has worked
hard putting this together.

Circle 6
Saturday, February 19; 9:30am
Mercy West Hospital Cafeteria
Join us for breakfast as we continue
our Bible Study “What My Grandmothers Taught Me”. This month
we will continue with Lesson 5:
Ruth & Redemption. Ruth reminds us that Christ is everyone’s
Redeemer. All of us, including our
earth community, belong together
under God’s nurturing, freeing care.
Christ invites us into the on-going
task of redemption as we live with each other and with
the earth.

Phil DeGreg Quartet
Sunday, February 20; 2:30pm
Sanctuary
Niners and Bengals.
Now, that’s some 80’s energy. Makes me want Phil DeGreg has been a popular
to feather my hair, put on some old Journey
performer on our series through
records, and pour a bottle of Rolling Rock. Will the years. Returning to Westwood
we get a chance to crawl into a time machine and First for a fifth time since his first
correct the mistakes of the past?
appearance with his trio in 1994,
Tune in on February 13th and find out.
this season he brings a quartet –
Phil DeGreg, piano; Aaron Jacobs,
Circle 1
Monday, February 14; 6:00pm bass; John Taylor, drums; Rusty Burge, vibraphone.
Home of Diane Ringshauser
In early January, five Circle One With a mission of reaching audiences and lifting
their spirits through music, Mr. DeGreg’s jazz groups
members joined by four other
play with a keen sense of melody and arrangement.
WFPC members and one guest
From traditional jazz to jazz with a Brazilian flair
worked an afternoon shift at
to the many facets of the writing of Chick Corea, to
Matthew 25 Ministries sorting
whom this quartet has paid tribute in recent perforrecycled medicine bottles. Now
mances, this concert is sure to delight jazz fans.
we know what happens to the
medicine bottles we bring to the
church mission box. This mission Westwood Woman’s Club
Monday, February 28; 1:00pm
project was organized by Circle
One member Sandra Hickey. In Dining Room
addition, Circle One has sent the
remainder of its mission money to Presbyterian Disaster Preparation of Exhibits
Assistance for the PDA response to the tornados that dev- At the Cincinnati Art Museum
astated Mayfield, Kentucky in December. For our January Jeni Linnenberg
Associate Registrar of Exhibits
gathering, 12 members made the trip to Ferrari’s Little
Italy for a tasty dinner and meaty meeting. On February Jeni is a 2006 graduate of the University of Cincinnati
14th we will gather for fellowship at the home of Diane
DAAP program with a master’s degree in Art History
Ringshauser. As always, we will have a business meeting, and a Certificate in Museum Studies. She is in her 15th
devotions, dessert and a continuation of this year’s Bible year of employment at the Art Museum where she is
Study, “What My Grandmothers Taught Me.” Women
now the Associate Registrar of Exhibitions. Learn how
looking for a circle are welcome to join us.
she transports, sets up and dismantles exhibitions.

Calendar

Check out the calendar on wfpc.org. You can view calendar events as a list or as a monthly calendar. In the
calendar view, simply click on the month to select a new month and year. While you “hover” over an event in the
calendar view, more details will show themselves about that event. While in list view, click on the date to pick a
new date to begin your list. In either view, if you click on the event, all the details about that event will appear.

Pastor’s Puzzles
January’s Solution can be found on the next page

Who Really
Wrote the
Book of Love
Solution

Dont Forget Valentine’s Day is February 14th

SPECIAL INVITATION

A Night Out at Perfect North Slopes

For:
Organized by:
When:
Where:
Time:

Mercy West Associates, Family and Friends
Mercy Health – West Hospital
Awards and Recognition Shared Leadership Council

Thursday, February 10
Perfect North Slopes
19074 Perfect Lane
Lawrenceburg, IN 47025
4:00pm to 9:00pm

Directions: Go to website below to purchase tickets before event or purchase on site the
night of the event.
https://pn-pnindiana.secure-cdn.na2.accessoticketing.com/embed/login.php?
Username: mercywest
Password: tubing2022
Costs:

Tubing $20.00 (Unlimited)
8-hour lift ticket with rental equipment $63.00 (Skiing & Snowboarding)

Bring family and friends: We will be in the heated tent. Bring your own food and drink or
there will be food available to purchase at the concession stand.
Refer to website for weather conditions at www.perfectnorth.com
In case of sub-zero weather or thunderstorms, the event will be cancelled.

Westwood First Presbyterian Church
3011 Harrison Avenue
Cincinnati, OH 45211

We’re on the
Web
WFPC.org
FIND US ON
FACEBOOK!

As Our Service of Worship Ends,
Our Ministry of Service Begins!
The Parish Bell is the monthly newsletter of Westwood First Presbyterian Church.
All visitors are welcome to worship with us Sunday at our Traditional Service at 10:30 a.m.
Church Day Number: 513-661-6846			
Fax Number: 513-389-3683
Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Colarossi, Pastor					
ext. 103
Heather MacPhail, Organist/Director of Music Ministries		
ext. 101
Steve Foster, Communication Coordinator			
ext. 105

February

