
Our Service of Worship for January 16, 2022 

Second Sunday of Epiphany 
Westwood First Presbyterian Church                                     Cincinnati, OH  

 

 

Welcome  

Prelude: “Beautiful Savior”—arr. Robert A. Hobby 

Call to Worship (Psalm 36:5-10)   

Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens,  

Your faithfulness to the clouds. 

Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains,  

Your judgments are like the great deep; 

How precious is your steadfast love, O God!  

All people may take refuge in the shadow of your wings. 

They feast on the abundance of your house,  

And you give them drink from the river of your delights. 

For with you is the fountain of life; in your light we see light. 

O continue your steadfast love to those who know you,  

And your salvation to the upright of heart! 

Opening Prayer 

Almighty God, you that you promise us that where two or three are gathered you are there 

in the midst. We thank you Lord, and we welcome you among us this day, however far 

apart we may be. We come before you with grateful thanks and with hearts that long to 

adore you and worship only you. May we know the presence of the Holy Spirit here with 

us today. May we be open to your leading, sensitive to you speaking and alert to your 

calling. Father, we invite the same power that was at work when Jesus was raised to be 

present with us here now—for it is in His name and for His sake we pray. Amen. 

Hymn No. 376: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”  

Invitation to Confession  

We cannot claim ignorance of our sins, for we know how we have not lived as God’s 

people.  But God refuses to forsake us, waiting to forgive us and call us as his children. So 

let us, confess our sins, first in Prayer of Confession, then in a moment of silent reflection. 

Prayer of Confession (from the Presbyterian Church (USA) Book of Common Worship) 

Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 

whole heart and soul and mind and strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

In your mercy, forgive what we have been, help us amend what we are, and direct what we 

shall be, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

holy name.   

 



A Moment for Silent Confession 

Assurance of Forgiveness (Based on Romans 8:34 and 2 Corinthians 5:17)  

God promises always to love and forgive us—even when don’t follow God’s way, or when 

we do things that hurt others. Everyone makes mistakes; that is why we confess our sin 

together. When we confess our sin, we say that we are sorry for these things, and we ask 

God to forgive us and help us live new lives. 

And so hear and believe the good news! Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns 

in power for us, Christ prays for us. Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life 

has gone; a new life has begun. Brothers and sisters—believe the good news of the gospel: 

In the name of Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Thanks be to God! 

Because Jesus lived and died and rose again for us, we know that nothing can ever separate 

us from God’s love. That is why when the leader says, “In the name of Jesus Christ, you 

are forgiven.” Knowing this—that we are new creations in Christ, let His peace—that 

which the world cannot give—be with you this day and every day!  

Prayer for Illumination 

Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, in 

your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace through Christ our Lord. Amen.         

First Reading: Isaiah 62:1-5  

1 For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 

    and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 

until her vindication shines out like the dawn,  

    and her salvation like a burning torch. 
2 The nations shall see your vindication, 

    and all the kings your glory; 

and you shall be called by a new name 

    that the mouth of the Lord will give. 

3 You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, 

    and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
4 You shall no more be termed Forsaken, 

    and your land shall no more be termed Desolate;  

but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, 

    and your land Married;  

for the Lord delights in you, 

    and your land shall be married. 

5 For as a young man marries a young woman, 

    so shall your builder marry you, 

and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, 

    so shall your God rejoice over you. 

Gospel Reading: John 2:1-11—The Wedding at Cana 

1 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was 

there. 2 Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine gave 

out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, 

“Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother 

said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”  

 



6 Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of 

purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to 

them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the 

brim. 8 He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the chief 

steward.” So they took it.  

9 When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did 

not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn 

the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom 10 and said to 

him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine 

after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good 

wine until now.”  11 Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of 

Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.  

12 After this he went down to 

Capernaum with his mother, his 

brothers, and his disciples; and they 

remained there a few days. 

Sermon: “The Good Wine” 

Solo: “Follow Me”—R. Nathaniel Dett 

Travis Pearce, tenor 

The Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Hymn No. 435:  “We All Are One in Mission” 

Charge and Benediction 

Postlude: “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”—arr. Matthew H. Corl 

                      

 

Leading Worship This Morning: 

Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi 

Pastor 

Heather MacPhail 

Organist/Director of Music Ministries     

Jason Dennison 

Videographer/Director of Technology   

 

           

 



Prayer Requests and Announcements  

 January West-Fed Food Pantry needs: cereal, canned green beans & canned peas 

 The Annual Meeting of the Congregation and Corporation will be held on Sunday, 

January 20. More information regarding whether it will be in-person or virtual will be 

given closer to the meeting date. 

 New Church Office Hours—in addition to Steve Foster’s regular Monday church office 

hours of 10 am—1 pm volunteers will be staffing the church office those hours, Tuesday 

thru Thursday at least thru the end of February. The office will remain closed Friday. 

 Prayers are requested for:  

 Barb Nieman recovering from surgery on Thursday to repair a broken arm after 

a fall earlier in the week. 

 Rhonda Boddy, recovering from relatively minor injuries received in a car 

accident this past week.  

 Dominic, a teen-aged friend of the Zorn’s, who will be undergoing open heart 

surgery at children’s next Tuesday for a serious and dangerous heart defect.   

 DJ Hines, Sandy Morris’ brother, dealing with on-going health issues 

 Tom and Rita Davey, friends of Wendy Beckman.  

 Susie, a friend of the Kochheisers, undergoing chemotherapy.   

 Kathy Kiefer, who has been hospitalized with kidney issues. 

 Linda Kugele who continues to deal with breathing issues. 

 Betsy Forte, Chancie Brown’s sister, dealing with personal issues. 

 The discernment team: Steve Beckman, Mary Ellen Betz, Jane Colarossi, Kent 

Kochheiser, Ann Regan, Phil Zorn, Bruce Smith, Jan Tepe, Bode Olakanmi.  

 Session: Beth Kochheiser (clerk), Marc Baverman, Mary Ellen Betz, Chris 

Beckman, Rhonda Boddy, Linda Gardner, Patti Grace, Jarod Harlow, Janice 

Kahsar, Julie Lawson, Noelle Scheper,  

 

  

Moment for Meditation: The Wedding at Cana 

This miracle story seems to brim with invitation to metaphorical interpretation. It’s too 

bizarre a narrative to be taken literally. A wedding where the wine runs out. Really? A 

mother who isn’t offended by the dismissive comment of her son. Really? Six hundred 

litres of ceremonial ablution water that become wine without incantation or intercession by 

Jesus. Really? It’s a story that just cannot be taken at face value. At least not whilst you are 

sober! Maybe that’s the whole point. This is not a story for sober judgment. It’s a miracle 

of intoxicating import. It’s a story of hope for those embarrassed hosts at life’s party who 

find themselves under resourced and red-faced at the possibility that the celebration has 

exceeded their most careful planning and logistics. It’s a story of detachment by a wise 

rabbi who realizes that miracles don’t require interference or intervention. All miracles 

need is willing participation in the unfolding of the mystery. To be open to the possibility 

that hospitality can supersede holiness and that vessels are better filled with joy giving 

wine than justifying washing rituals. It’s a story of extravagance where the cautious vintage 

of the careful caterer crashes out before the sparkle of the spontaneous appearance of grace. 

It’s an inebriating insight into the life of Jesus. 

                                                                      ~ Peter Woods, thelisteninghermit.com 



Love Divine, All Loves Excelling—Hymn #376 

Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven, to earth come down, 

Fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown! 

Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art; 

Visit us with thy salvation, enter every trembling heart. 

Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit into every troubled breast,  
Let us all in thee inherit, let us find that second rest: 

Take away the love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be, 

End of faith as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty. 

Come, Almighty to deliver, let us all thy life receive; 

Suddenly return, and never, nevermore thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing serve thee as thy hosts above; 

Pray, and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love. 

We All Are One In Mission—Hymn #435  

We all are one in mission, we all are one in call, 

Our varied gifts united by Christ, the Lord of all. 

A single, great commission compels us from above 

To plan and work together that all may know Christ’s love. 

We all are called for service to witness in God’s name. 

Our ministries are different, our purpose is the same: 

To touch the lives of others with God’s surprising grace, 

So every folk and nation may feel God's warm embrace. 

Now let us be united and let our song be heard. 

Now let us be a vessel for God’s redeeming word. 

We all are one in mission, we all are one in call, 

Our varied gifts united by Christ, the Lord of all. 

 


