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Grace and peace everyone,
As I write this letter, it’s about ten days until Christmas and I’m 
working diligently on the Christmas Eve sermon and worship 
service, the heart of which is the “little town of Bethlehem.” The 
town of Bethlehem, in Biblical times, was a modest place. Yet, it is 
essential to our human understanding the mystery of the nativity 
story, that this unassuming spot would be a highly unlikely place 
for the Messiah to be born! Yet, divine wisdom has often con-
founded common sense. Grace is often hidden in ordinary places
. 

Faith, essentially, is a leap into the unknown, into mystery, across 
the chasm of doubt. It compels us to jump, in search of answers 
and deeper meanings than mere logic bestows. The Christmas 
story is just such an occasion. We are asked to accept the irratio-
nal and  inexplicable and hold them in a holy paradox; to accept 
its mysteries, and allow its meaning reveal itself through a deeper 
comprehension of the core of the story—that is, by allowing your-
selves to find a childlike hope, and welcome it into your heart. 
At this holy time of the year, we can rediscover Bethlehem as a 
special birthplace for our hearts. 
At Christmas, the essential and inclusive message is that the love 
the birth of the Christ-child symbolizes is renewed in us every 
year, and that we are given this unique opportunity to be reborn 
in heart, mind, and spirit. When the Nativity story is understood 
this way, its truth goes beyond historical fact, becoming a holiday 
for our humanity; a time that restores hope, peace and joy to its 
rightful place—the human heart. As we retell the story, we revisit 
formative places in our hearts—memories of family and friends, 
old and new—even as we rediscover and rekindle our faith, com-
passion, and gratitude.
 

Thus, we relive and embody the Christmas story more personally, 
finding places in our own story that help us bear its meaning—
as well as its trials, and seeming impossibilities—to its evident 
graces. Christmas lives on as more than a sentimental ritual, 
whenever we see and discover that there is a Bethlehem with each 
of us. With our childlike openness, we recapture the promise and 
possibilities of our lives—at any age! 
May this Christmas be experienced as the renewal of hope and 
the recalling of the blessing you have received as part of your own 
family and as a part of our Westwood First family. May it become 
a renewal of the birthright of caring for ourselves and our world 
in bigger and better ways; giving vitality to humility, conscience to 
character, and greater purpose to our mission. May the inspiration 
of candles and carols, music and meaning, allow you to recall that 
your spiritual home is first found by your willingness to accept 
and to create a Bethlehem in your hearts. Christmas confirms our 
faith, exults our hope, and the love that abides in us, and shared 
by us, is made deeper and more tender.
Blessings for the Christmas season and into the New Year!
In Christ,
Jeff

                         Jeff ColarossiJeff Colarossi
                          jeff@wfpc.orgjeff@wfpc.org

Pastor’s PenPastor’s PenSession Members
and 

Committee Rosters
Beth Kochheiser, Clerk of Session
Administration and Personnel
Mary Ellen Betz, Ruling Elder (2022)
Marc Baverman, Ruling Elder (2023)
Dale Hedrick, At-Large (2022)
Andy Patton, At-Large (2023)
Congregational Life
Julie Lawson, Ruling Elder (2022)
Linda Gardner, Ruling Elder (2023)
At-Large: Amy Babicke, Mary Lou Huber, 
Lynn Lanman, Bode Olakanmi, Jeri Rathkamp, 
Mary Beth Baverman
Mission & Outreach
Patti Grace, Ruling Elder - Chair (2022)
Rhonda Boddy, Ruling Elder (2023)
At-Large: Mya Banks, Wendy Beckman, 
Linda Gardner, Lynn Lanman, Jeri Rathkamp, 
Beth Richmond, Sharon Ulrich, Karl Graham
Stewardship & Finance
Chris Beckman, Ruling Elder (2023)
At-Large: Dale Nieman (2022), Holly 
Scheper - Elder (2023)  Joe Dearwester - Ops 
Team, John Rathkamp
Worship & Music
Noelle Scheper, Ruling Elder  (2022)
Jarod Harlow, Ruling Elder (2022)
Janice Kahsar, Ruling Elder (2023)
At-Large: Cathie DeFazio

Representatives to Other 
Church Committees

Scholarship Committee:
Part of Congregational Life
Jill Huber, PW Rep
Candee Witterstaetter
Nominating Committee
Mary Ellen Betz, Chair
Jane Colarossi
Rhonda Boddy
Sharon Ulrich

Financial Review Committee
Dick Braun (2022)
Connie Graham (2023)
Presbytery Commissioner: Beth Kochheiser

Phone Number
(513) 661-6846

Address
3011 Harrison Ave

Cincinnati, Oh 45211

                  
Website
wfpc.org

mailto:jeff%40wfpc.org?subject=
http://wfpc.org


Music Ministry Greetings!
The members of the Chancel Choir and Chancel Bells wish all of you a very Blessed Christmas and 
New Year! We hope you have been enjoying the music of the Advent Season, from Bells (and oboe) 
to Messiah excerpts to the carols and anthems on Christmas Eve. We will be joined by harp for that 
Candlelight Service – a beautiful way to usher in our Savior’s birth.
Please note the time of that service – 8:00 p.m.
We look forward to continuing the Christmas music at our worship on December 26, a family service 
for all!

We are thankful that we have been able to rehearse and provide music in a safe manner for our ser-
vices as we continue to navigate through Covid times. We appreciate Jason Dennison continuing to 
record and enhance/improve our sound each week. Thank you, Jason!

And thank you to the Westwood First family for your continued support of our Music Ministry. We look 
forward to continuing the sharing of music and fellowship as we begin the New Year 2022!

Blessings to you all,

Heather MacPhail, Director of Music Ministry

Heather MacPhail, Director of Music Ministries 
                   macphaha@miamioh.edu

    Music Ministry Notes

A Word From Building & Operations
At the recent Building and Operations meeting, the committee began compiling a 
list of repairs and upgrades to the building. They also discussed moving forward 
on a plan, approved by Session, to enter into a rental partnership with City Gos-
pel Mission to host the Princess Ballet program. All of these are in the beginning 
stages, so there are no details—costs, dates, etc.—at the present time. Still, we 
wanted to let everyone know that we are moving ahead as a church, and wanted 
everyone to know that there are lots of things in the works. We will do our best 
to keep everyone posted as things continue to develop. We will eventually need 
everyone’s support on these various projects, for now we ask that you continue to 
keep the church—and its leadership—in prayer. Thank you!!
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In 1990, a young seminary intern named Brad Smith had an idea 
to create the “Souper Bowl of Caring,” a food collection to serve 
people in local communities. Since then, more than $100 million of 
food and cash has been distributed.

This year, more than ever, we are reminded of the need to help our 
neighbors. According to the “2021 State of Poverty in Ohio” report 
(published by the Ohio Community Action Agencies), families that 
were previously comfortable found themselves struggling to fulfill 
basic needs. One CAA provider stated, “We’re seeing a lot more 
families who were considered very middle class and were living 
well within their means with two parents working. And due to COVID, that income has diminished, whether 
one parent is staying home with the kids or one had hours reduced, etc., they’re living on half their income and 
struggling. We’re seeing a lot more folks who have never had to ask for help before.”

Once again, Westwood First will collect Souper Bowl of Caring donations for Westfed Food Pantry. The Westfed 
Food Pantry is a cooperative effort of six Westwood/Cheviot area churches and the Gamble Nippert YMCA. This 
year we are seeking the following: shampoo, soap bars and pump soap, toothpaste, deodorant, toilet paper, and 
paper towels. Bring your contribution with you to the services January 30 to February 13, and put your donation 
in the box in the Narthex. Cash donations are also welcome! Donate money by dropping them in the collection 
plate or mailing checks to the church (made out to Westwood First) with “Souper Bowl” on the memo line.

If you have any questions, email Wendy Beckman at whbeckman@gmail.com. 

Mission

Opportunity to Get Involved
We are in need of a Ruling Elder Commissioner (or 2) to attend the four 
Presbytery meetings in 2022. The meetings are held in the months of Feb-
ruary, May, August and November. At this point we are not sure if these will 
be via Zoom or in-person. Most likely there will be a couple of each. The 
only requirement is that you are an ordained elder, but you do not currently 

need be serving on Session. It does not  need to be the same person all year but Session does need to approve the 
designated elder prior to the Presbytery meeting.  If you are interested you can talk with Jeff or me.  We can give 
you more information. I have found it very in-
teresting over the past couple years and have met 
people from so many different churches through-
out the Presbytery. 

Thanks for considering this opportunity in the 
new year.

Beth Kochheiser, Clerk of Session

 The January donations for the 
 Westfed Food Pantry are: 
        Cereal  
         Canned Green Beans 
        Canned Peas 
 

   

 



                 Member Memos

Evelyn Stedtefeld  January 1
Susanne Lapp   January 2 
Joseph Dearwester  January 6
Jacquie Holton   January 7
Thomas Robison  January 8
Clay Lawson   January 9
John Foster   January 11
Nancy Anderson  January 12
Wendy Beckman  January 13
Rob Harris   January 14
Margaret Brennan  January 15
Tracey Barnes   January 17
MaryLou Huber  January 18
Dave Hunt   January 18
Connie Hedrick  January 19
Sue Lake   January 19
Melissa Spilman  January 19
Michael Van Schoik  January 21
Tracy Carl   January 21
Natalie Scheper  January 22
Barbara Foster   January 22
Liz Brennan   January 23
Bradley Kinyuy  January 23
Teagan Ulrich   January 24
Christine Johnson  January 28
Travis Pearce   January 28
Chris Beckman  January 30

Thomas & Mary Klayer  January 15      56 Yrs
If your birthday or anniversary comes and 
goes and you didn’t find your name in the 
Parish Bell, we don’t have that information 
to properly recognize you.  If you’d like to 
be included in Birthdays and Anniversaries, 
please email steve@wfpc.org.

The Holy Birth

Alleluia, Hallelujah
Christmas Day is here.

A time for hope, a time of joy
For Christians far and near.

May we see, and may we know
The beauty of this Day
As we worship Jesus

In our own, yet special way.

May we raise and praise His name
May each voice be heard 

As we join in unity
To celebrate His word.

May the time in Bethlehem
2000 years ago

Be a real reminder
Of the Faith we’ve come to know.

This year may the meaning
And the memories of this Day
Live within the heart and soul

And never fade away.

For Jesus is our Savior
The Son of God above --

The reason for this season
Of Hope and Faith and Love.

By: Nancy Woerz
2020
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Bulletin Board

Opportunity Knocking
”The  Administration  & Personnel  commit-
tee is starting a January and February trial of 
church volunteers staffing the church office 
from 10 am - 1 pm , Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday of each week. If successful additional 
volunteers will be needed. Please contact Andy 
Patton if you are interested.”.

“THESE DAYS Daily Devotions for Living by Faith”“THESE DAYS Daily Devotions for Living by Faith”

The January - March 2022 Edition is available outside the The January - March 2022 Edition is available outside the 
church office. Strengthen your faith with These Days, an in-church office. Strengthen your faith with These Days, an in-
spiring and uplifting daily devotional! Each issue of These Days spiring and uplifting daily devotional! Each issue of These Days 
features:features:

  - Scripture suggestions  - Scripture suggestions
  - Thought-provoking daily reflections written by clergy and lay    - Thought-provoking daily reflections written by clergy and lay  
 leaders leaders
  - Inspiring prayers  - Inspiring prayers
  - Adult coloring pages  - Adult coloring pages
  - Colorful artwork on the outside covers with poems, prayers,     - Colorful artwork on the outside covers with poems, prayers,   
 and songs  pertinent to the issue’s theme and songs  pertinent to the issue’s theme
  - Information about the writers  - Information about the writers

December 10 TornadosWe are called to be the hands and feet of God to help to rebuild the lives of those who have experienced significant loss. Let us join hands and step on down the road to help rebuild the homes of those affected by the tornados on December 10th. See Page 11 to see how you can help through the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Mission.

• • If you have questions related to your  2021 If you have questions related to your  2021 
donations to date, please contact Mary Ellen donations to date, please contact Mary Ellen 
Betz at  bmaryellen4@aol.com or at her home Betz at  bmaryellen4@aol.com or at her home 
phone 513-353-3342.  She will be glad to phone 513-353-3342.  She will be glad to 
retrieve this information for you.retrieve this information for you.

• • Any donations brought to the church or post-Any donations brought to the church or post-
marked (if mailed) by December 31, 2021 will marked (if mailed) by December 31, 2021 will 
be counted toward your 2021 gifts, unless you be counted toward your 2021 gifts, unless you 
have otherwise indicated.have otherwise indicated.

• • Your 2021 Statement of Giving will be pro-Your 2021 Statement of Giving will be pro-
vided to you by the January 31, 2022 Federal vided to you by the January 31, 2022 Federal 
deadline.  Details related to distribution of deadline.  Details related to distribution of 
the statements are currently being finalized the statements are currently being finalized 
and will be communicated to you prior to the and will be communicated to you prior to the 
end of this year.end of this year.

Thanks to our Church Decorators
A big thank you goes out to all the volunteers that 
showed up on Saturday, November 27th to help 
decorate our sanctuary and other areas of the 
church for Christmas. Thanks for climbing steplad-
ders, hanging wreaths inside and outside, putting 
bows on wreaths, attaching poles with candles to 
pews, displaying nativity sets, moving Christmas 
tree to main entrance, and adding holiday touches 
here and there.  Our wonderful volunteers were:  
Bode, Erin and Dayo Olakanmi, Barb Nieman, 
Dale Nieman, Mary Beth & Marc Baverman, Linda 
Gardner, Rhonda Boddy, Pastor Jeff, Lynn Lanman, 
and Julie Lawson. Sorry if I forgot somone who 
volunteered.



Westwood Woman’s Club 
Monday, January 24; 1:00pm
Dining Rom

La Soupe - Food for Thought
A veteran chef’s perspective 
and solution to food waste 
and hunger.

Suzy DeYoung, executive director and founder of La 
Soupe Cincinnati, has created an organization that 
rescues wasted produce from grocery stores to create 
delicious and highly-nutritious meals. Suzy was born 
with what she refers to as the “family genetic disor-
der” of loving to cook. She was destined to become a 
chef. Her father, Pierre Adrian, brought fine dining 
and the city’s first Mobil 5 star rating at Cincinnati’s 
restaurant, The Maisonette. Come be inspired by her 
accomplishments and what we can do to help.

What’s Goin’ On
 Girl Scout Cookie Kickoff Event
January 8, 9:00am
Dining Room
Let’s go on a Girl Scout Cookie ad-

venture! Learn more about the cookies you crave all year 
long. Now you can check out the full assortment of deli-
cious, purpose-filled Girl Scout Cookies. Who knows—
you might even discover a new favorite!

Girl Scout Cookies are so much more than just a tasty 
treat. Every package you buy helps the brave and bold girls 
who sell them create unique adventures for themselves 
and their troops.

This season, find ways to taste the adventure with Girl 
Scout Cookies.  Once these girls get the marching orders 
at this event, be on the lookout so that you can secure your 
favorites and even try something new.  I can’t resist the Do-
Si-Do’s.

Annual Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, January 30; 
11:30pm
Sanctuary

Please plan to attend this important meeting on the 
state of the church.  Your session has worked hard 
putting together this information.  As a reminder, 
session members, your individual reports 
are due Thursday, January 6th.

Circle 6
Saturday, January 22, 9:30am
Mercy West Hospital Cafeteria
Join us for breakfast as we continue 
our Bible Study “What My Grand-
mothers Taught Me”.  This month we 
will continue with Lesson 4: Ruth & 
Loyal Love.  Follow Ruth & Naomi 
as they feel the very real pain of sep-
aration from loved ones and from 
the circle of support that has been 
vital to their flourishing, including 
the support of shared grief and loss.

Circle 1
Monday, January 10, 6:00pm 
Ferrari’s Little Italy
Madeira, Oh
7677 Golf Terrace

At our December salad/appe-
tizer/dessert supper, Circle One 
members filled a trunk with 
hygiene supplies, helping the teachers of Westwood School 
to replenish their classroom stock for the second half of 
the school year.  This is an example of our circle’s benev-
olent work.  But we also have several fun traditions that 
encourage our members to get to know one another better.  
The December supper is one.  Our January custom is to 
hold our gathering at a restaurant.  To ring in 2022, our 
members will gather at Ferrari’s Little Italy in Madeira on 
Monday, January 10th at 6:00 PM.  We’ll be arranging car-
pools to the restaurant.  As always, we will have a business 
meeting, devotions, and a continuation of this year’s Bible 
Study, What My Grandmothers Taught Me.  New members 
are welcome to join us.  If you are interested in joining this 
active circle, contact Diane Heilmann.     



Calendar

 Check out the calendar on wfpc.org.  You can view calendar events as a list or as a monthly calendar. In the 
calendar view, simply click on the month to select a new month and year.  While you “hover” over an event in the 
calendar view, more details will show themselves about that event.  While in list view, click on the date to pick a 
new date to begin your list.  In either view, if you click on the event, all the details about that event will appear.

http://wfpc.org


Pastor’s Puzzles

BAPTISM
BIBLE

CHRIST
CREATION

EARTH
FOREVER

GARDEN OF EDEN
GENESIS
GLORY
GOD

GOOD NEWS
HEAVEN

HOLY
ISRAEL

JERUSALEM
KINGDOM

LIFE
MARY

MESSAGE
MOSES

NAZARETH
PRAYER

RESURRECTION
REVELATION
SALVATION
SAVIOUR

SIN
SPIRIT

TEMPTATION
WATER

BiblePuzzles.org.uk

December’s Solution can be found on the next page



Happy New Year

Across: 1 Sled, 3 Stuffing, 6 Crib, 8 Noel, 
9 Robin, 11 Epiphany, 12 Punch, 
13 Merry, 14 Tidings, 15 Cranberry sauce, 
19 Cedar, 20 Red, 22 Yule, 23 Sacred, 
24 Ham, 27 Jingle Bells, 29 Presents, 
30 Goodwill, 31 Winter, 32 Gift. 

Down: 1 Star, 2 Pine, 3 Surprise, 4 Inn, 
5 Green, 6 Candy, 7 Manger, 10 Birth, 
13 Miracle, 14 Thank you letter, 
15 Ceremonies, 16 Bells, 17 Sauce, 
18 Card, 21 December, 25 Divine, 
26 Child, 28 Eggnog, 29 Pie. 

Bible Crossword by BiblePuzzles.org.uk
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Westwood First Presbyterian Church
3011 Harrison Avenue
Cincinnati, OH  45211

We’re on the 
Web

WFPC.org
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As Our Service of Worship Ends, 
Our Ministry of Service Begins!

The Parish Bell is the monthly newsletter of Westwood First Presbyterian Church.  

All visitors are welcome to worship with us Sunday at our Traditional Service at 10:30 a.m.    

Church Day Number:  513-661-6846   Fax Number:  513-389-3683
 Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Colarossi, Pastor     ext. 103
 Heather MacPhail, Organist/Director of Music Ministries  ext. 101
 Steve Foster, Communication Coordinator              ext. 105
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