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Prelude: “Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming”—Jackie Davis, harp 

Welcome  

Opening Carol: “O Come All Ye Faithful” (3 verses) 

Call To Worship  

Prayer for Illumination 

Anthem: “‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime” 

First Gospel Reading: Luke 1:39-55 

39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 

country, 40 where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When 

Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled 

with the Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and 

blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43 And why has this happened to me, that the mother of 

my Lord comes to me? 44 For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my 

womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment 

of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”  

46 And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47  and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all 

generations will call me blessed; 49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and 

holy is his name. 50 His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 
51 He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their 

hearts. 52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 
53 he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 54 He has helped 

his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55 according to the promise he made to our 

ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

Carol: “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” 

Second Gospel Reading: Luke 2:1-20  

1 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David.  



5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 

child. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave 

birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no place for them in the inn. 

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for 

see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day 

in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: 

you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”  

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God 

and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom 

he favors!” 15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 

one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 

the Lord has made known to us.”  

16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 

manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this 

child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary 

treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

Hymn: “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

Lighting the Advent Wreath—The Christ Candle  

Solo Preparation for Prayer: “O Holy Night”—Travis Pearce, tenor  

Christmas Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

Closing Hymn: “Silent Night”—Noelle Scheper, soprano. 
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Christmas Eve Reflection 

Who are you, God? The people of the Old Testament 

asked. God replied: “I Am.”  “I Am Who I Am.” 

“Yahweh” I am the source of all life from electrons 

and atoms to tadpoles and dolphins, to turtles and 

alligators, to flowers, corn and trees, to squirrels and 

elephants, to human beings of every shape, size and 

color, to planets, stars, galaxies and the universe 

itself. “I AM“ the source of all life. “I Am” the silent 

presence in your midst. “I Am” love, drawing all 

things into the fullness of life. 

Tonight, we celebrate one of the greatest mysteries in our beliefs about God. We believe 

that the God, “I AM”, chose to enter fully into our humanity by becoming one with us in 

the person of Jesus Christ. Why? Why would God do such a thing? If we believe that God 

is already in our midst as our very lifeline, why take on a human form? Because we are 

human, we understand humans. It seems that God chose to become one with us in order to 

show us the way, to teach us how to live and love. As humans we could better understand 

the message in our human way of learning. 

In choosing to become one of us, “I AM” entered into the fullness of the human experience. 

Through Jesus, God joined in on our lives from our point of view. In Jesus, God lived as 

humans do, from the helplessness of infancy, to being loved or rejected, to suffering a 

violent death on the cross. Through Jesus, God shared with us what was best for us to be 

and do. In looking at the life of Jesus, we can be confident that God understands our 

limitations, our suffering and our joy. Jesus gave us a picture of God’s love in action.  

I believe that God is always with us, the one who gives us life in the first place. But I also 

believe that in overflowing love God has chosen to be intimately involved in our lives, by 

living in our midst in the person of Jesus. God has chosen to live the way we live with our 

joys and suffering, health and pain, acceptance or rejection. That is the mystery we 

celebrate this evening. This is “I AM” right here in our midst “where two or three are 

gathered in my name.” 

In the words of the prophet Zephaniah, we have reason to rejoice on this eve of Christmas: 

“The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a mighty savior; God will rejoice over you with 

gladness, and renew you with love, God will sing joyfully because of you as one sings at 

festivals.” (3:17-18) Let us sing and rejoice in the love of our God! Let us raise our voices 

and our hearts in gratitude to our God who loves and understands us in our best moments 

and more importantly, in our worst ones. 

~Eileen Custy SL 

 

 


