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The Epiphany of Our Lord
Westwood First Presbyterian Church

Cincinnati, OH

Welcome
Prelude: “An Organ Carol for Epiphany”—Franklin D. Ashdown
Call to Worship
O God our Guide and Helper, you stay beside us as we journey through life,
We come to worship you!
O God our Just and Holy One, you lead us in your path of justice and peace,
We come to thank you!
O God, Trustworthy Lord, we know we can always rely on your promises,
We come to praise you!
O God, gather us—no matter where we may be—and unite us in worship!
Opening Prayer
Sovereign, Gracious God, we praise and adore you for breaking into the darkness of this
world with the glorious light of your presence. A light which made your love for the world
visible in the babe born in Bethlehem—Jesus Christ, your Son, our Savior. A light which
guided those gift-bearing travelers from afar to find and worship the Christ-child. A light
which leads us to you, now revealed in Jesus Christ. We pray that you will accept our
worship for it arises from hearts and minds in awe over the enormity of your gift to us of
pure love. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen
Hymn No. 68: “What Star Is This, Which Beams So Bright”
Invitation to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Most Merciful and Loving God, we admit to you and to each other, that we are creatures
who either through foolishness or wilfulness often choose darkness instead of light. Here
and now, we surrender to you our fears and proud opinions, our short-sighted folly and our
pompous wisdom, our deep-seated sins and our apathy towards change and renewal. Please
forgive the darkness and pain we have inflicted on others, and restore the light-starved
hopes and ideals within our own souls. Trusting your grace, we earnestly pray: “Create in
us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us.” Through Christ Jesus our
Saviour. Amen!
A Moment for Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon
Hear the good news of the psalmist’s proclamation: If I say, “Surely the darkness will
overwhelm me, and the light around me will be night, even the darkness is not dark to
God, and the night is as bright as the day.”

The God who promised never to leave us or forsake us HAS come to us in Jesus Christ:
who binds up the broken-hearted, heals all our infirmities, and relieves our burden of sin.
So, arise, shine; your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you—and
may the peace of Christ, the shalom of God, be with you always!
Prayer for Illumination
God, source of all light, by your Word you give light to the soul. Pour out on us the Spirit
of wisdom and understanding that our hearts and minds may be opened. In Christ we pray.
Amen.
First Scripture Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6—Arise Your Light Has Come
Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
2 For darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the Lord will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.
3 Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
4 Lift

up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
5 Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
6A

multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.
Gospel Reading: Matthew 2:1-12—The Visit of the Magi
1

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,
wise men] from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child
who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its
rising, and have come to pay him homage.”
3 When

King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with
him; 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people,
he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him,
“In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 6 ‘And
you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the
rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my
people Israel.’”

7 Then

Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when
the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently
for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay
him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went
the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was.
10 When

they saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw
the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and
paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And
having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they
left for their own country by another road.
Solo: “The Kings,” arr. K. Lee Scott—Jean Graves, alto
The Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn No. 66: “We Three Kings of Orient Are”
Charge and Benediction
Postlude: “As With Gladness”—arr. Robert J. Hughes
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Wise Men (and Women) Seek Him Still!

The Epiphany: What Does It All Mean?
Scholars believe the early church celebrated the Nativity of Jesus, the Epiphany (the
visitation of the Magi), the Theophany (baptism of Jesus) and the Wedding Feast of Cana
(first miracle of Jesus) on January 6. They were all manifestations of God to
humanity occurring in the early life of Jesus so there was a certain logic to this. As time
went on, the Epiphany, Theophany and the Nativity were moved to separate dates and
the twelve day period in between was labeled the “Christmas Season,” or the Twelve Days
of Christmas as the famous jingle would have it. Thus, the Epiphany, or the ending of the
traditional Christmas season also become known as Little Christmas.
The word “epi-” in Greek has a variety of meanings including “near” or “over.” For
example, the epicenter of an earthquake means the point on the earth over the center of the
earthquake. The Greek “-phany” means manifestation. Roman Catholics regard January 6
as another manifestation of God through Jesus Christ near or around his birth and have
labeled it the Feast of the Epiphany.
What is this Epiphany? The Epiphany celebrates the visit of the Three Kings, yet another
name for the day. How does their visit demonstrate the divinity of Jesus? Matthew 2:11
states “they saw the child with Mary and they fell down and worshipped him.” The act of
worship was for God alone. Their worship proclaimed the divinity of Jesus. It is
worthwhile to stop for a second and remind everyone the Three Kings were not kings but
magi, variously described as magicians, members of the learned class, or wise men.
Matthew 2 describes them as wise men and does not specify their number or their names.
These have come to us through tradition.
How long did it take the magi to find Jesus? Well, not right away. Modern Christians
have been fooled by the Christmas mangers sold in stores. The statues of Jesus, Mary and
Joseph are surrounded by angels ( Luke 2), adoring shepherds (Luke 2) and the Three Wise
Men (Matthew 2). Unfortunately, this beautiful scene did not happen and comes to us as a
conflation of the Nativity narratives of Matthew and Luke into one story. The visit of the
Magi did not occur at the same time as the adoration of the shepherds. Travel was slow and
tortuous in that era, so it took the Magi months if not years to arrive.
Some clues about the length of time are given in the Gospel of Matthew. Matthew 2:11
says the wise men went into the house where Mary and the child were. This was obviously
not the cave or stable where Jesus is thought to have been born as it is not likely the Holy
Family stayed in the manger for a long period of time.
Matthew 2:16 recounts Herod ordering the death of all male children under the age of two
“according to the time which he had ascertained from the Magi.” Given this passage it is
reasonable to assume the Wise Men took up to two years to find Jesus. The fact they
traveled a vast distance over a lengthy period of time only adds to the majesty of the
Epiphany. These Wise Men were so certain of the importance of Jesus they traveled for up
to two years to present Jesus with invaluable gifts and worship him.
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