
Our Service of Worship for November 14, 2021  

Thirty-third Sunday in ordinary time  

Westwood First Presbyterian Church                         Cincinnati, OH 

 

Welcome and Announcements  

Moment for Mission: Karl Graham 

Prelude: “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”— arr. Benjamin Culli 

During the Prelude, please take a moment to prepare for worship. 

Ringing of the Tower Bell  

Introit: “O Be Joyful”—Yarrington 

**  Call to Worship (based on Psalm 16—responsive)  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all!  

And also with you!  
God is our protection, our refuge in times of strife.  

We have no good apart from God. 

The Lord is our chosen portion and our cup. 

We bless the Lord who gives us council. 

Keep the Lord always before you. 

Therefore, our hearts are glad and our souls rejoice! 

Come, let us worship God! 

Opening Prayer 

**  Hymn No. 361: “How Firm A Foundation” (verses 1-2, 5) * 

  A Time of Confession  
Invitation to Confession (based on Isaiah 30:18) 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Gracious and Merciful God, we are not only convicted by that which we have done, 

but by that which we have left undone. Forgive us for the moments when we’ve 

stayed silent. Forgive us for the moments when we’ve chosen comfort over justice. 

Forgive us for the moments when we’ve done what’s easy instead of what’s right. 

Give us courage to respond to your Gospel not just in the moments when it is 

convenient but especially in the moments when it’s the hardest thing to do. In Jesus’ 

name we pray. Amen. 

Moment of Silent Confession (Silent, personal prayers may be offered.) 

Assurance of God’s Love and Mercy (Romans 8:34—responsive) 

Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ, and Christ died for 

us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. Friends, hear and 

believe the good news of the gospel: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

Thanks be to God! 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 



**  Gloria Patri (unison) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.  

World without end.  Amen. Amen.  

Prayer for Illumination  

 Scripture Readings: Hebrews 10:11-25; Mark 13:1-13 *  

Sermon: “Fear”  

A Time of Offering  

[No collection will be taken. Please place your offerings in the collection plate just outside 

the sanctuary. Thank you for your generosity!] 

Invitation  

Offertory Prayer (unison) 

All things have their origin with you, Gracious Lord, and from these riches we freely 

give, that your church might grow in this place and throughout the world. In Jesus’ 

name we pray. Amen. 

Anthem: “Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord”— K. Lee Scott 

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer (unison) 

[During the pause in the prayer, feel free to call out the name of someone for whom prayer 

is requested, or briefly, a joy or concern on your heart. The prayer concludes with the 

Lord’s Prayer, offered in unison.] 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

**  Hymn No. 276: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” (all verses) * 

Charge and Benediction 

Response: “Lord, let Us Now Depart in Peace”—Whitworth 

Postlude: “Allegro” from Concerto in B Minor—Johann Walther   

Where indicated (**) please rise, and stand as you are able. 
 

 

As Our Service of Worship Ends, 

Our Ministry of Service Begins! 
 

Leading Worship This Morning: 

Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi  

Pastor 

Heather MacPhail 

Organist/Director of Music Ministries 

Karl Graham 

Lay Worship Leader 

 



Prayer Requests and Announcements  

 November West-Fed Food Pantry do nations: pasta (rigatoni, linguine, etc.) & pasta sauce 

 Prayers are requested for:  
 Pat Mueller, a friend of Beth Richmond and Marc Baverman’s cousin, recovering 

from a successful double transplant. 

 Sandra Hickey’s brother John Flynn, who’s dealing with health concerns. 

 Linda Kugele who is dealing with breathing issues. 

 Betsy Forte, Chancie Brown’s sister, dealing with personal issues. 

 Carol Hunt, Dave Hunt’s mom, in the hospital after a series of falls. 

 The discernment team: Steve Beckman, Mary Ellen Betz, Jane Colarossi, Kent 

Kochheiser, Ann Regan, Phil Zorn, Bruce Smith, Jan Tepe, Bode Olakanmi.   

 The Flowers this morning have been donated:   

 To celebrate the wedding anniversary of Bill & Barbara Holub on Nov. 20. 

 In memory of Janet and Joel Ebersole. 

 Monday School will begin continue tomorrow, Nov. 15 at 6:30pm via Zoom. Please 

use the link previously sent out. If you need it resent, please let me know. 

 Set up for the City Gospel Mission Thanksgiving Exchange will begin tomorrow 

(Monday, Nov. 15), through Nov. 17. The store will be open Nov. 18-20 in the morning 

and evening, then again Nov. 22-23 and end with clean-up Nov.2 4. 

 

 

Hymns 

How Firm a Foundation—Hymn #361  (verses 1-2, 5) 

1. How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,  

Is laid for your faith in God’s excellent Word! 

What more can be said than to you God hath said, 

To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 

2. “Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed, 

For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid; 

I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, 

Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.” 

5. “The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose, 

I will not, I will not desert to its foes; 

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, 

I’ll never, no, never, no, never forsake!”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Great Is Thy Faithfulness —Hymn # 276 (all verses) 

1. Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father.  

There is no shadow of turning with thee. 

Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not.  

As thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 

   Refrain:  Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!  

Morning by morning new mercies I see. 

All I have needed thy hand hath provided. 

Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

2. Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,  

Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above, 

Join with all nature in manifold witness  

To thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. [Refrain] 

3. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,  

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide, 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow;  

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! [Refrain] 

  

 

 

Scripture Readings 

First Reading: Hebrews 10:11-25 

11 And every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and again the same 

sacrifices that can never take away sins. 12 But when Christ had offered for all time a single 

sacrifice for sins, “he sat down at the right hand of God,” 13 and since then has been waiting 

“until his enemies would be made a footstool for his feet.” 14 For by a single offering he has 

perfected for all time those who are sanctified.  

15 And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us, for after saying, 16 “This is the covenant that I will 

make with them after those days, says the Lord: I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will 

write them on their minds,” 17 he also adds, “I will remember their sins and their lawless 

deeds no more.” 18 Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for 

sin. 

19 Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of 

Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through 

his flesh), 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us approach with 

a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience 

and our bodies washed with pure water.  

23 Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised 

is faithful. 24 And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, 25 not 

neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all 

the more as you see the Day approaching.  

 

 

 



Second Reading: Mark 13:1-13 

1 As he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, what large 

stones and what large buildings!” 2 Then Jesus asked him, “Do you see these great 

buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down.”  

3 When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John, and 

Andrew asked him privately, 4 “Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign that all 

these things are about to be accomplished?”  

5 Then Jesus began to say to them, “Beware that no one leads you astray. 6 Many will come 

in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many astray. 7 When you hear of wars 

and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to 

come. 8 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be 

earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. This is but the beginning of the birth 

pangs.  

9 “As for yourselves, beware; for they will hand you over to councils; and you will be 

beaten in synagogues; and you will stand before governors and kings because of me, as a 

testimony to them. 10 And the good news must first be proclaimed to all nations.  

11 When they bring you to trial and hand you over, do not worry beforehand about what 

you are to say; but say whatever is given you at that time, for it is not you who speak, but 

the Holy Spirit. 12 Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child, and children 

will rise against parents and have them put to death; 13 and you will be hated by all because 

of my name. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 

Moment for Meditation: Fear 

Fear results from various causes. The perception of some immediate threat causes sudden 

fear as a sort of defense mechanism. In fact, this could save your life if, for example, the 

immediate threat is a car swerving into your lane. Sudden fear compels you to take action 

and avoid a collision.  

However, fear can also result from other more remote factors that we experience as threats 

to our well-being. For example, one may struggle with fear over an economic downturn or 

loss of profit in a business  The fear may be, “How will I support my family?” Or one may 

have health issues and this causes increasing fear about the future. And the list could go on.  

Though some forms of fear are healthy (swerving to avoid a car accident), most others are 

not. Specifically, when fear causes anxiety and worry, leading one to lose trust in God and 

His providence, this is a problem. But if God is alive in your heart, living and reigning there, 

His presence produces a supernatural confidence and trust in the midst of any and every 

struggle we face. 

Reflect upon the specific fear you struggle with right now. What is it that causes excessive 

worry and anxiety? Whatever it may be, the Lord wants you to trust Him. Yes, a certain 

“holy” fear can help us evaluate all situations properly and act diligently and responsibly, 

but too often what we actually struggle with is a lack of trust in God. Reflect upon your fear 

and your trust and invite Christ more deeply into your heart so that His presence will cast 

out all useless fear, enabling you to fully trust in His care, providence and Mercy. 
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