
Our Service of Worship for November 7, 2021  

Thirty-second Sunday in ordinary time  

Westwood First Presbyterian Church                         Cincinnati, OH 

 

Welcome and Announcements  

Prelude: “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending”—arr. Dale Wood 

During the Prelude, we invite you to take a moment to prepare for worship. 

Ringing of the Tower Bell 

Introit: “Let Us Rejoice”—Yarrington 

**  Call to Worship (responsive)  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all!  

And also with you!  
Give thanks to the Lord, who alone is good; 

Whose steadfast love is everlasting!  

Let the gates of righteousness be opened 

That we may enter through them and give thanks to the Lord.  

This is the gate of the Lord; 

The righteous shall enter through it.  

This is the day that the Lord has made; 

Let us rejoice and be glad in  it! 

Opening Prayer 

**  Hymn No. 461: “God Is Here!” (verses 1, 3-4) * 

  A Time of Confession  

Invitation to Confession 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 

you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have 

been blind to the vision of a renewed world and deaf to your call to costly 

discipleship; we have been indifferent to the suffering of others and unwilling to 

forgive one another. Have mercy on us, and cleanse us from our sin. Create in us a 

clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. Restore to us the joy of your 

salvation, that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your Name. In Christ we pray. Amen. 

Moment of Silent Confession (Silent, personal prayers may be offered.) 

Assurance of God’s Love and Mercy (responsive) 

The letter to the Hebrews tells us that Jesus “entered into heaven itself, now to appear 

in the presence of God on our behalf…He has appeared once for all…to remove sin by 

the sacrifice of himself.” The good news is therefore, that in and through Jesus Christ 

our sins are forgiven.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

         



**  Gloria Patri (unison) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.  

World without end.  Amen. Amen.  

Prayer for Illumination  

 Scripture Readings: James 1:9-11, 17-18, 22-25, 27; Mark 12:35—13:2 *  

Sermon: “The Widow’s Mite Redux”  

Anthem: “Offertory”—John Ness Beck 

A Time of Offering  

[No collection will be taken. Please place your offerings in the collection plate just outside 

the sanctuary. Thank you for your generosity!] 

Invitation  

Offertory Prayer (unison) 

Selfless God, fill our hearts with gratitude for all the gifts you give to us; help 

us use them as Jesus would; take away our greed and fill us with generosity to 

share your good gifts with all; both here and beyond these doors.  Bless all that 

we offer to you now; that it may be a blessing to you, to your church, and to 

the world. We ask it in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Special Music: “In Remembrance of Me”  

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper  

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

[ALL are invited to Christ’s table, remembering that access is not a right conferred 

upon the worthy, but a privilege given to the undeserving, enabled by the very act of 

which the sacrament reminds us.] 

The Prayer of Thanksgiving  

The Words of Institution and the Sharing of the Elements 

The Pastoral Prayer After Communion and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

**  Hymn No. : “We Give Thee But Our Own” (verses 1-2, 4-5) * 

Charge and Benediction 

Response: “May the Peace of God Surround You”—Gary Matheny 

Postlude: “Prelude and Fugue in G Minor”—J.S. Bach   

Where indicated (**) please rise, and stand as you are able. 

 

  
 

As Our Service of Worship Ends, 

Our Ministry of Service Begins! 
 

 



Leading Worship This Morning: 

Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi  

Pastor 

Heather MacPhail 

Organist/Director of Music Ministries 

Mary Ellen Betz 

Lay Worship Leader 

 

 

Prayer Requests and Announcements:  

 November West-Fed Food Pantry donations needed: pasta and pasta sauce 

 Prayers are requested for:  

 Pat Mueller, a friend of Beth Richmond and Marc Baverman’s cousin, recovering 

from a successful double transplant. 

 Sandra Hickey’s brother John Flynn, who’s dealing with health concerns. 

 Linda Kugele who is dealing with breathing issues. 

 Betsy Forte, Chancie Brown’s sister, dealing with personal issues. 

 Carol Hunt, Dave Hunt’s mom, in the hospital after a series of falls. 

 The discernment team: Steve Beckman, Mary Ellen Betz, Jane Colarossi, Kent 

Kochheiser, Ann Regan, Phil Zorn, Bruce Smith, Jan Tepe, Bode Olakanmi.   

 The Flowers this morning have been donated:   

 In memory of Bob and Dorothy Greiser’s anniversary on November 11 by their family. 

 To the Glory of God!      

 Monday School will begin tomorrow, November 8 at 6:30pm via Zoom. A link has 

gone out. It’s never too late to participate, if you’d like to do so please let me know. 

Hymns 

   God Is Here!—Hymn #461  (verses 1, 3-4) 

1. God is here! As we your people meet to offer praise and prayer, 

May we find in fuller measure what it is in Christ we share. 

Here, as in the world around us, all our varied skills and arts 

Wait the coming of the Spirit into open minds and hearts. 

3.  Here our children find a welcome in the Shepherd’s flock and fold; 

Here as bread and wine are taken, Christ sustains us as of old. 

Here the servants of the Servant seek in worship to explore 

What it means in daily living to believe and to adore. 

4.  Lord of all, of church and kingdom, in an age of change and doubt, 

Keep us faithful to the gospel; help us work your purpose out. 

Here, in this day’s dedication, all we have to give, receive; 

We, who cannot live without you, we adore you! We believe! 

 

 

 



We Give Thee But Thine Own—Hymn #428  (verses 1-2, 4-5) 

1.  We give Thee but Thine own, whate’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is Thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

2. May we Thy bounties thus as stewards true receive, 

And gladly, as Thou blessest us, to Thee our first fruits give. 

4.   The captive to release, to God the lost to bring, 

To teach the way of life and peace—it is a Christlike thing. 

5.   And we believe thy Word, though dim our faith may be; 

Whate’er for Thine we do, O Lord, we do it unto Thee. 

 

Scripture Readings 

First Reading: James 1:9-11, 17-18, 22-25, 27 

9 Let the believer who is lowly boast in being raised up, 10 and the rich in being brought low, 

because the rich will disappear like a flower in the field. 11 For the sun rises with its 

scorching heat and withers the field; its flower falls, and its beauty perishes. It is the same 

way with the rich; in the midst of a busy life, they will wither away.  

17 Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from 

the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18 In 

fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would 

become a kind of first fruits of his creatures.  

22 But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. 23 For if any 

are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a 

mirror; 24 for they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they 

were like. 25 But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being 

not hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing.  

27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and 

widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 

Second Reading: Mark 12:35—13:2 

35 While Jesus was teaching in the temple, he said, “How can the scribes say that the 

Messiah is the son of David? 36 David himself, by the Holy Spirit, declared, ‘The Lord said 

to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your 

feet.”’ 37 David himself calls him Lord; so how can he be his son?” 

And the large crowd was listening to him with delight.  

38 As he taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk 

around in long robes, and  to be greeted with respect in the 

marketplaces, 39 and to have the best seats in the synagogues and 

places of honor at banquets!  

40 They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say 

long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.” He sat down 

opposite 41 He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd 

putting money into the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums.  

 

 



42 A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a penny. 43 Then 

he called his disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more 

than all those who are contributing to the treasury. 44 For all of them have contributed out 

of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to 

live on.”  

1As he came out of the temple, one of his 

disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, what 

large stones and what large buildings!” 2 Then 

Jesus asked him, “Do you see these great 

buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon 

another; all will be thrown down.” 

Moment for Meditation: 
The Widow’s Mite 

True disciples—unlike the religious elite of 

Jesus’ day who were more concerned with 

obeying laws and observing human traditions—

are willing to give all that they have. 

Unfortunately, we often think of this giving as 

being focused on possessions. And yes, giving 

away (i.e., charitable acts) and giving 

up (making daily sacrifices) are part of our 

Christian duty.  

But here, Jesus is celebrating how this woman is giving over all of her self—her entire life 

and livelihood—for the service of God. This is exactly the kind of self-offering that Jesus 

made in his Passion and Death when he held nothing back, giving over everything out of 

love for each of us. This is what he is asking of us.  

Ultimately, this story of the “widow’s mite” isn’t about the size or amount of the gift. 

Instead, Jesus is reminding us that his disciples will be known not by what they give 

away or give up but by how they give over all that they are to God and to those around 

them, simply because they love. 

When have you witnessed or experienced true generosity? What would it mean for your 

“giving away” or “giving up” to be transformed into “giving over” all that you are for 

the service of God and those around you? What are you holding back from God? From 

others? 

                 ~ Brother Silas Henderson, aleteia.org 

“When the widow put into the collection box only two small coins, the Master did not give 

her a recompense worth only two coins. Why was that? Because he paid no attention to the 

amount of the money. What he did heed was the wealth of her soul. If you calculate by the 

value of her money, her poverty is great. If you bring her intention into the light, you will 

see that her store of generosity defies description.” 

                ~ Saint John Chrysostom 

 

 

 

 

 



 


