The Parish Bell has not perished.
“Ring-in” its reincarnation by
taking a peek inside. Send any
suggestions for content in future
“Bells” to
steve@wfpc.org
by the 15th of the month for
consideration.

The Parish Bell

Westwood First Presbyterian Church				

November 2021

At aGlance

City Gospel Mission Thanksgiving Exchange
Thursday, November 18 thru Saturday, November 20
Monday, November 22 thru Tuesday, November 23
Circle 6
See “What’s Goin’ On” for more details
Saturday, October 30; 9:30 - 11:30am
Moorhead Room

Stewardship & Finance Committee
Monday, November 1; 5:30 - 7:30pm
Moorhead Room
Congregational Life Committee
Tuesday, November 2; 3:30 - 5:30pm
Moorhead Room
Mission Committee
Wednesday, November 3; 6:00 - 8:00pm
Dining Room
Administrative & Personnel Committee
Wednesday, November 3; 6:30 - 9:00pm
Moorhead Room
Chancel Bell Rehearsal
Thursdays, November 4,11,18; 2:00 - 3:30pm
Calvin Hall
Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Thursdays, November 4,11,18; 7:00 - 8:00pm
Sanctuary
Concert Series Opener - Faux Frenchmen
Sunday, November 7; 2:30 - 5:00pm
Sanctuary
Circle 1
Monday, November 8; 7:00 - 9:00pm
Home of Sandy Bauman
Session Meeting
Wednesday, November 10; 6:30 - 8:30pm
Moorhead Room

We’re breaking the cycle of poverty and despair... One
Hanging of the Greens
Saturday, November 27; 9:00 - 12:00am life at a time. Sharing God’s love together, and the hope
that comes with it, is still the way.
Sanctuary

Session Members
and
Committee Rosters

Beth Kochheiser, Clerk of Session

Pastor’s Pen
Jeff Colarossi
jeff@wfpc.org

Grace and peace everyone,
Administration and Personnel
Mary Ellen Betz, Ruling Elder (2022)
Marc Baverman, Ruling Elder (2023)
I ran across this story recently and wanted to share it with you.
Dale Hedrick, At-Large (2022)
It’s called ”The Poodle.”
Andy Patton, At-Large (2023)
Congregational Life
A wealthy old lady decides to go on a photo safari in Africa,
Julie Lawson, Ruling Elder - Chair (2022) taking her faithful aged poodle named Cuddles, along for the
Linda Gardner, Ruling Elder (2023)
company.
At-Large: Amy Babicke, Mary Lou Huber,
Lynn Lanman, Bode Olakanmi, Jeri Rathkamp,
One day the poodle starts chasing butterflies and before long,
Mary Beth Baverman
Cuddles discovers that he’s lost. Wandering about, he notices a
Mission & Outreach
leopard heading rapidly in his direction with the intention of havPatti Grace, Ruling Elder - Chair (2022)
ing lunch. The old poodle thinks, “Oh, oh! I’m in deep doo-doo
Rhonda Boddy, Ruling Elder (2023)
now!” Noticing some bones on the ground close by, he immediAt-Large: Mya Banks, Wendy Beckman,
Linda Gardner, Lynn Lanman, Jeri Rathkamp, ately settles down to chew on the bones with his back to the apBeth Richmond, Sharon Ulrich, Karl Graham proaching cat. Just as the leopard is about to leap the old poodle
exclaims loudly, “Boy, that was one delicious leopard! I wonder if
Stewardship & Finance
there are any more around here?” Hearing this, the young leopard
Chris Beckman, Ruling Elder (2023)
halts his attack in mid-strike, a look of terror comes over him and
At-Large: Dale Nieman (2022), Holly
Scheper - Elder (2023) Joe Dearwester - Ops he slinks away into the trees. “Whew!” says the leopard, “That was
close! That old poodle nearly had me!”
Team, John Rathkamp
Worship & Music
Meanwhile, a monkey who had been watching the whole scene
Noelle Scheper, Ruling Elder (2022)
from a nearby tree, figures he can put this knowledge to good
Jarod Harlow, Ruling Elder (2022)
Janice Kahsar, Ruling Elder (2023)
use and trade it for protection from the leopard. So off he goes,
At-Large: Cathie DeFazio
but the old poodle sees him heading after the leopard with great
speed, and figures that something must be up. The monkey soon
catches up with the leopard, spills the beans and strikes a deal for
himself with the leopard. The young leopard is furious at being
made a fool of and says, “Here, monkey, hop on my back and see
what’s going to happen to that conniving canine!”
Scholarship Committee:
Part of Congregational Life
Now, the old poodle sees the leopard coming with the monkey on
Jill Huber, PW Rep
his
back and thinks, “What am I going to do now?” But instead of
Candee Witterstaeter
running,
the dog sits down with his back to his attackers, pretendNominating Committee
ing
he
hasn’t
seen them yet, and just when they get close enough
Mary Ellen Betz, Chair
to hear, the old poodle says. ”Where’s that darn monkey? I sent
Jane Colarossi
him off an hour ago to bring me another leopard!”
Rhonda Boddy
Sharon Ulrich
Moral of this story: Don’t mess with older people. Age and treachery will always overcome youth and skill! B***s*** and brilliance
Financial Review Committee
only come with age and experience.
Dick Braun (2022)
Connie Graham (2023)
Blessings,
Presbytery Commissioner: Beth Kochheiser
Jeff
Phone Number
Address
Website
3011 Harrison Ave
(513) 661-6846
wfpc.org
Cincinnati, Oh 45211

Representatives to Other
Church Committees

Music Ministry Notes
Heather MacPhail, Director of Music Ministries
macphaha@miamioh.edu

Sunday, October 10, we welcomed the Chancel Choir back to the worship service, with the words “Surely God Is
In This Place”! We hope this signals the return of many of our “routines”!
This season we welcome two new section leaders into the choir – Jean Graves, alto and Tommy Wessendarp,
bass. Here is a little about them!
Jean Graves sang in her first church choir as a third grader and never stopped--she loves a good hymn in fourpart harmony. She received her 10-year service pin from the May Festival Chorus in 2020, although it took her
16 years to do it. Jean teaches for Miami Regionals, is a museum education consultant, and runs a small business,
Runs With Pencils Academic Editing.
Tommy Wessendarp is a 27 year old Cincinnati native. He is an alumnus of St. Xavier high school and has a
degree in music from Miami University. Tommy works for Omnicare as his main job, and as a side gig he loves
singing and playing old tunes on his ukulele or piano for residents of various nursing homes in the area. Music
is his passion and he’s very pleased to be able to share his passion with this congregation. Thanks for being so
welcoming.
They join Kristi Reed, soprano and Travis Pearce, tenor:
Kristi Reed, soprano, is entering her seventh year as a soloist at Westwood First. She also sings in the May Festival Chorus and Chamber Choir. By day, she does nonprofit grant consulting work for Grants Plus as an assistant
director. Kristi received her bachelor’s degree in voice performance from Ohio Northern University, and her MA
and MBA from the University of Cincinnati - CCM focusing on arts administration. Kristi and her husband Dan
live in Colerain with their two boys, 4-year-old Dominic and 1-year-old Simon, and wonderful black lab, Luna.
Tenor Travis Pearce is a local artist who has been performing in the area for several years. He most recently performed in Cincinnati Opera’s 2021 summer season at Summit Park as well as previously in Cincy Opera’s production of Porgy and Bess. Travis also frequently performs with Queen City Opera locally in Cincinnati. Travis
has been a featured soloist with orchestra in works including Handel’s Messiah and
Haydn’s Creation. Most recently, Travis defended his thesis at Miami University, completing his Master’s of Music
in Vocal Performance.
We are so fortunate to have these talented singers in our midst and welcome Jean and Tommy into the Westwood
family!
Mark your calendars!! Our Concert Series returns on Sunday, November 7, 2:30 p.m. We are
excited to welcome back Faux Frenchmen, a popular jazz quartet from the Cincinnati area! This will be a wonderful, upbeat way to start the season! The concert is free. Plan to come and enjoy jazz sounds in our beautiful
sanctuary – and bring friends! We are proud to begin this, our 39th season!
Thank you for supporting the Music Ministry at Westwood First!
Heather MacPhail, Director

Mission
Sandwich Ministry
by Beth Kochheiser

An intrepid group of WFPC volunteers began making sandwiches
for delivery to Our Daily Bread Soup Kitchen on April 30, 2020.
Even though much of the world was shut down due COVID
our volunteers took on the sandwich challenge! Every Thursday
through December 31st we met in the parking lot and gathered
sandwiches for delivery to the soup kitchen in Over-the-Rhine. At
that point ODB was not open for guests to enjoy a meal in their
facility, so sandwiches became even more important as they were
the main meal/s for hundreds of people living in homeless shelters
and hotels due to other options being unavailable.
We took a break at the beginning of 2021 and started up in February of this year and continued delivery once a month through
July. During our weekly delivery of 2020, we delivered a total of
11,246 sandwiches over 31 weeks. During the 6 monthly deliveries of 2021 we delivered 2369 sandwiches for a GRAND TOTAL of 13,615 sandwiches!!! On average, 16 households brought
sandwiches to be delivered each week. It was inspiring to make the deliveries to ODB and provide them with the huge
numbers of sandwiches each week…on average, each week we delivered 368 sandwiches…amazing work!!!
Special thanks go to Karl and Connie Graham and Jeri and John Rathkamp who delivered sandwiches when Kent and I
could not. Karl handled the sandwich sign-up for the first 6 months and then I took that over. It was certainly a positive
and inspiring way to “make the best” of the 2020 COVID year and make our Matthew 25 commitment a reality!

Discernment Team
Our discernment team will begin the Living Churches Initiative on
Sunday, Oct. 31. It is a program to help churches plot their future and
more info can be found here: https://presbyteryofcincinnati.org/
living-churches-initiative/. Please pray for us as we begin this journey. The team members are: Steve Beckman, Mary Ellen Betz, Jane
Colarossi, Kent Kochheiser, Ann Regan, Phil Zorn, Bruce Smith, Jan
Tepe, Bode Olakanmi.

3820 Westwood Northern Boulevard
Cincinnati, OH 45211
cheviotumc.com
513.662.2048
Questions: email connectchair@cheviotumc.com

Member Memos
Kenneth S. Leistler

May 24, 1921 to September 29, 2021

Blake Wanek			
Carol Carpenter		
Jayne Patton			
Diane Ringshauser		
Lillian Brennan		
Joe Kiradjieff			
Sharon Ulrich			
Denny Richmond		
Vicki Schickner		
John Rathkamp		
Hannah Babicke		
Marc Baverman		
Diana Cron			
Barbara Holub			
Ross Renken			
Susan Greenlee		
Oscar Baverman		
LeeAnn Galioto		
Mary Beth Baverman		

November 3
November 4
November 5
November 5
November 8
November 9
November 9
November 10
November 11
November 11
November 12
November 13
November 13
November 14
November 20
November 21
November 23
November 26
November 30

Kenneth S. Leistler, 90, battled glioblastoma
with the strength and courage he displayed all
his life. At home and surrounded by love, he
peacefully passed away. His life was well lived
and he was well loved.
While Ken saw himself as thrifty, resourceful, and honest, his
family would add generous, dependable, practical, resilient,
and loyal. But above all, he was a man of deep faith, integrity,
and honor. He was a shining example of one who lived life
graciously in the service of God, his country, his family, and
all those lucky enough to know him.

For all the Saints
On October 31, we will celebrate All Saints’
Day. On this day, we not only remember
those who have gone on before us, but we
anticipate the life promised to us all in Jesus
Christ. It is a day when we remember that
the line that separates life and death is not
as stark as we sometimes assume.
Not even death can sever the ties that bind
us to one another and to all our ancestors
in the faith. Nor can anything separate us
from the love of God - the God who grants
us visions, sparks our imaginations, and kindles our hope the God who keeps every good promise.

Kris & Phyllis Freppon
Janice & Michael Kahsar
William & Barbara Holub
Brian & Diana Cron		

Nov. 10
Nov. 11
Nov. 20
Nov. 26

9 Yrs
54 Yrs
73 Yrs
27 Yrs

On this day, we will commemorate the lives of the faithful
departed in one of the oldest festivals in the church year. If
you wish to have a loved one or friend who has died in the
past year (11/1/2020 to present) remembered on All Saints’
Day, please submit that person’s name, along with a phonetic
spelling if needed to myself(jeff@wfpc.org) or Steve Foster(steve@wfpc.org) by Thursday, October 28th.

Congratulations
Scoutmaster Mike Rechel

If your birthday or anniversary comes and goes and
you didn’t find your name in the Parish Bell, we don’t Mike was recently honored by the Cheviot Westwood Kiwanhave that information to properly recognize you. If is Club. He was named “Citizen of the Year”, and led off this
you’d like to be included in Birthdays and Anniversa- year’s Harvest Home Parade. Congratulations from Westries, please email steve@wfpc.org.
wood 1st.

Bulletin Board
Keep the Church Informed

November 2nd, 2021
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What’s Goin’ On
Circle 6
October 30, 9:30am
Moorhead Room

Cub Scout Pack 107
Den Meetings, 6:30pm
November 1, 15, 22
Dining Room, Calvin Hall, 6th
Floor Classrooms
Pack Meeting, 6:30pm
November 29th
`````````````````` Dining Room

Circle 6, like Circle 1, is part of Presbyterian Women, and meets once a month but
at church on a Saturday morning. At our meetings each
month we take turns presenting the PW Bible Study, this
year “What My Grandmothers Taught Me”. We will continue
Boy Scout Troop 107
with Lesson 2: Tamar
Troop Meetings, 6:30pm
November
1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Concert Series Opener
Gymnasium, Scout Room
Sunday, November 7; 2:30pm
Westwood Historical Society
November 10, 7:00-8:30pm
To kick off our 39th season, we welDining Room
come for a third appearance on our
series Cincinnati’s popular jazz quartet,
Wine: An Effervescent History,
Faux Frenchmen. Blend gypsy music
Dann Woellert will discuss Cincinnati wine
and popular music by the likes of John Lennon and Brian
Wilson with the sounds of American jazz greats like Duke history.Cincinnati was a leader for much of the early wine
Ellington, Fats Waller and Louis Armstrong, and the result making in this country. Westwood played an important role
both for its vineyards and vintners like Michael Werk. Dann’s
is a unique take on gypsy jazz.
reasearch is the focus of his new book, Cincinnati Wine: An
City Gospel Mission
Effervescent History.
Thursday, November 18 thru
Westwood Women’s Club Garden Department*
Saturday, November 20 and
November 15, 12:30pm
Monday, November 22 thru
Calvin Hall
Tuesday, November 23
Dining Room
Armchair Travel
Barbaras Hendricks, Vice President
Many struggling parents in Cincinnati want to make
Thanksgiving special for their families but can’t afford to of the Federated Garden Clubs
buy full-priced food. City Gospel Mission’s Holiday programs offer a Thanksgiving grocery store for people with Since travel has been limited due to the panlow-incomes. Parents and caregivers get to experience the demic restrictions, travel in style right from
dignity of providing for their families by having choices your “armchair” located here in Calvin Hall.
Tour some of the famous and not-so-famous
and buying in to their blessing.
gardens n the United States and Canada with
You can help by volunteering as a WFPC Parking Host, Barbara as your guide.
Westwood Women’s Club*
giving generously to the Butter Drive, or making a
November 22, 1:00pm
Thanksgiving Donation at
Dining Room
https://www.citygospelmission.org/about-us/our-services/
holiday-programs/.
The Culper Spy Ring,
Set up for the Thanksgiving Grocery Store is November
Mark Holland,
Sons of the American Revolution
15th thru the 17th and cleanup is November 24th.
Hanging of the Greens
General George Washington, commander of the Continental
Saturday, November 27; 9:00am
Army, needed information on British Troop movement during
Sanctuary
the Revolutionary War. A Young cavalry officer named Benjamin Tallmadge recruited a small group of men and women
Join us in decorating as we prepare the
from his hometown of Setauket, Long Island to establishj a spy
church, as well as our hearts and minds
ring. This spy ring became the most effective intelligence gathfor Advent and the coming Christmas
ering operation on either side of the war.
season.
*Westwood Women’s Club Events are open to members and their guests. If you would like
information on membership in club, please email wwc1896@gmail.com.

Calendar

Check out the calendar on wfpc.org. You can view calendar events as a list or as a monthly calendar. In the
calendar view, simply click on the month to select a new month and year. While you “hover” over an event in the
calendar view, more details will show themselves about that event. While in list view, click on the date to pick a
new date to begin your list. In either view, if you click on the event, all the details about that event will appear.

Save the Dates
WFPC Mission Committee - Wednesday, December 1; 6:00pm
WFPC Administrative & Personnel Committee - Wednesday, December 1; 6:30pm
Chancel Bells Rehearsal - Thursday, December 2:00pm
Chancel Choir Rehearsal - Thursday, December 2; 7:00pm
City Gospel Mission Christmas Store Setup - Friday, December 3rd thru Saturday, December 4th
Troop 107 Lock-in and Bowling Overnighter - Friday, December 3,; 7:30pm

Presbyterian Women Board Meeting and Luncheon
Thursday, December 2

The program that day will by Wendy Beckman talking about her book “Christmas in Cincinnati” which is a merry jaunt through Yuletide in Cincinnati in
years gone by. This luncheon and program will be open to anyone and should be
a fun and big draw with Wendy speaking.
Advent - Preparing for the Coming of the Lord
This year, Advent begins on Sunday, November 28th and ends at sundown on December 24th.
The four traditional themes for the four advent Sundays are:
November 28th(God’s people) - The Candle of Hope. Jesus explains that no one
knows the time of the second coming, therefore we should always be prepared.
Decebmer 5th(The old testament prophets) - The Candle of Peace. John the Baptist
preaches repentance to prepare for the coming of the Lord.
December 12th(John the Baptist) - The Candle of Love. John explains how people
should repent.
December 19th(Mary the mother of Jesus) - The Candle of Joy. Mary goes to Elizabeth and expresses her joy (the passage known as the Magnificat).
If you would like to participate in the “lighting of the candles”, let Jeff know at jeff@wfpc.org

SAVE THE DATES!

The City Gospel Mission’s 2021 The Christmas Store
at
Westwood First
Please mark your calendars!
WFPC will again host the City
Gospel Mission’s
The Christmas Store.

City Gospel Mission Christmas Store
Store open: Wednesday through Saturday, 12/8 – 12/11/21
How you can help
 Volunteer as a WFPC Parking Host
 Donate gifts through the Christmas Giving Tree effort
Stay tuned! You’ll hear more details from the Mission & Outreach Committee next month.
Submitted by Karl Graham

Pastor’s Puzzles

Have a Blessed
Thanksgiving

Do you get a case of the jitters coming up with a Thanksgiving Prayer or “Things You are
Thankful For” if that might be required on your part during this year’s Thanksgiving Day ritual.
Here are some ideas that might get the creative juices flowing or reduce the stress.

Westwood First Presbyterian Church
3011 Harrison Avenue
Cincinnati, OH 45211

We’re on the
Web
WFPC.org
FIND US ON
FACEBOOK!

As Our Service of Worship Ends,
Our Ministry of Service Begins!
The Parish Bell is the monthly newsletter of Westwood First Presbyterian Church.
All visitors are welcome to worship with us Sunday at our Traditional Service at 10:30 a.m.
Church Day Number: 513-661-6846			
Fax Number: 513-389-3683
Rev. Jeffrey Colarossi, Pastor						ext. 103
Heather MacPhail, Organist/Director of Music Ministries		
ext. 101
Steve Foster, Communication Coordinator			
ext. 105

November

