Our Service of Worship for October 3, 2021

World communion Sunday
Westwood First Presbyterian Church

Cincinnati, OH

Welcome and Announcements
Prelude: “Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts” —arr. Albin C. Whitworth
During the Prelude, we invite you to take a moment to prepare for worship.
** Call to Worship (responsive)
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you all!
And also with you!
God calls us to come and dine this day with our brothers and sisters
around the world.
God’s food is good for the body, the mind, and the soul. It heals and mends, it
strengthens and delights, it warms and makes what is broken whole.
God’s food brings joy, wisdom, love and peace to all who eat it.
God calls us to turn aside from our busy ways and to sit at his table and eat.
Come then, and dine and let God’s Spirit minister to you.
Opening Prayer
** Hymn No. 443: “O Christ, the Great Foundation” *
A Time of Confession
Invitation to Confession
Prayer of Confession (unison)
Most Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
Have mercy on us, and in your great compassion, cleanse us from our sin. Create
in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. Restore to us the joy
of your salvation, that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your Name. In Christ we pray. Amen.
Moment of Silent Confession (Silent, personal prayers may be offered.)
Assurance of God’s Love and Mercy (Romans 3:23-24)
“Righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There
is no difference in this among people, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God, and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ
Jesus.” Friends, I tell you in the name of Jesus: as you have confessed and believe, so
you have been forgiven.
Thanks be to God for his grace and his mercy.
** Gloria Patri (unison)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen. Amen.

Prayer for Illumination
** Scripture Readings: Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12; Mark 10:2-16 *
Sermon: “Celebrating Jesus”
A Time of Offering
[No collection will be taken. Please place your offerings in the collection plate just outside
the sanctuary. Thank you for your generosity!]
Invitation
Offertory Prayer (unison)
Generous God, we want to be faithful stewards. All that we have is yours. Our lives
are in your hands. Help us to use well all that we here devote to the work of your
church. Help us to manage well, to your honor and glory, all that we retain for
ourselves. May we know heaven on earth because you hold first place in our
priorities and our daily goal is to serve you. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Anthem: “The Old Hundredth Psalm Tune”—arr. R. Vaughan Williams
Quartet and Congregation
Kristi Reed, Jean Graves, Travis Pearce, Tommy Wessendarp
Anthem Text:
All people that on earth do dwell,
Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice;
Him serve with fear, His praise foretell,
Come ye before Him and rejoice.

To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
The God whom heaven and earth adore,
From men and from the angel host
Be praise and glory evermore.

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Invitation to the Lord’s Table
[ALL are invited to Christ’s table, remembering that access is not a right conferred
upon the worthy, but a privilege given to the undeserving, enabled by the very act of
which the sacrament reminds us.]
The Prayer of Thanksgiving
The Words of Institution and the Sharing of the Elements
The Pastoral Prayer After Communion and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
** Hymn No. 514: “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” *
Charge and Benediction
Response: “Seven-fold Amen”—John Stainer
Postlude: “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”—arr. Jason D. Payne
Where indicated (**) please rise, and stand as you are able.

As Our Service of Worship Ends,
Our Ministry of Service Begins!
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Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi
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Heather MacPhail
Organist/Music Director
The Honorable Bill Seitz
Lay Worship Leader
Prayer Requests and Announcements:
Prayers are requested for Linda Kugele, who has been having trouble breathing.
Please pray for Karl and Connie Graham’s daughter Allison and son-in-law Doug, as
their daughter Clara recovers from a virus that required a hospital stay. The good news
is that Clara should be home soon and new little brother Graham was born Thursday
morning.
October West-Fed Food Pantry donations needed: peanut butter, jelly, bars of soap
The Flowers this Sunday are donated by:
 The Hedrick, Renken, Witterstaetter, Grace & Liegibel Families in memory of
Donald G. Hedrick.
 Charlene Hoffman in memory of Mabel & Willard Hoffman, Sr., Ruby & Willard
Hoffman, Jr., and Cheryl Hoffman Simpson.

O Christ, the Great Foundation—Hymn #443
1. O Christ, the great foundation on which your people stand
To preach your true salvation in every age and land:
Pour out your Holy Spirit to make us strong and pure,
To keep the faith unbroken as long as words endure.
2. Baptized in one confession, one church in all the earth,
We bear our Lord’s impression, the sign of second birth:
One holy people gathered in love beyond our own,
By grace we were invited, by grace we make you known.
3. This is the moment glorious when He who once was dead
Shall lead His church victorious, their champion and their head.
The Lord of all creation His heavenly kingdom brings,
The final consummation, the glory of all things
Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ—Hymn #514
1. Let us talents and tongues employ, reaching out with a shout of joy:
Bread is broken, the wine is poured, Christ is spoken and seen and heard.
Jesus lives again; earth can breathe again. Pass the Word around: loaves abound!
2. Christ is able to make us one, at his table he set the tone,
Teaching people to live to bless, love in word and in deed express.
Jesus lives again; earth can breathe again. Pass the Word around: loaves abound!
3. Jesus calls us in, sends us out bearing fruit in a world of doubt,
Gives us love to tell, bread to share: God (Immanuel) everywhere!
Jesus lives again; earth can breathe again. Pass the Word around: loaves abound!

First Reading: Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12
1

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2 but in
these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through
whom he also created the worlds. 3 He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint
of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become
as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 5 Now
God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to angels. 6 But
someone has testified somewhere, “What are human beings that you are mindful of them,
or mortals that you care for them? 7 You have made them for a little while lower than the
angels; you have crowned them with glory and honor, 8 subjecting all things under their
feet.”
Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside their control. As it is, we do
not yet see everything in subjection to them, 9 but we do see Jesus, who for a little while was
made lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of
death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 10 It was fitting that
God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many children to glory,
should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 11 For the one who
sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not
ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 12 saying, “I will proclaim your name to my
brothers and sisters, in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.”
Gospel Reading: Mark 10:2-16
Some Pharisees came and to test him they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?”
3
He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” 4 They said, “Moses allowed a man
to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” 5 But Jesus said to them, “Because of
your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you. 6 But from the beginning of
creation, ‘God made them male and female. 7 For this reason a man shall leave his father
and mother and be joined to his wife, 8 and the two shall become one flesh. So they are no
longer two, but one flesh. 9 Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.”
10

Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 11 He said to them,
“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; 12 and if she
divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” 13 People were bringing
little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples spoke sternly to
them. 14 But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the little children
come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. 15
Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never
enter it.” 16 And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them.

Moment for Meditation 1—Holy Communion—Sacred Oneness.
In the Apostle’s Creed, we testify that we believe in, “the holy catholic church.” The word
catholic, with the lowercase “c,” means universal. We recognize that the church is the body
of Christ, and that we are brothers and sisters with Christians around the world. Holy
Communion is a sacred oneness with God and with our brothers and sisters in Christ. We
are the church. We are members of the larger church. We are in ministry together. We come
to God’s table together on World Communion Sunday. It is a glimpse of the people of God
feasting together at God’s heavenly banquet.
Moment for Meditation 2—Inherent Diversity
Because God intends for the life of the church to be a sign of God’s purposes for the world,
World Communion Sunday is not an end in itself, nor is its ultimate focus Christian unity.
Christians eating the bread and drinking the cup across the world is a sign of the community
of love, peace, justice, and mutual support that God seeks for all.
Disagreement about how to interpret what happens in the blessing of loaf and the cup often
bitterly divided the church in previous generations. Indeed, at the time World Communion
Sunday began in 1940 (then known as Worldwide Communion Sunday), churches could be
quite partisan not only in their theological understanding of the Meal but in whom they
allowed to commune and in those they denied.
The founders of World Communion Sunday did not insist that all churches aspire to the
same theology of the Supper or to the same form. They honored the inherent diversity in the
churches’ thinking and practices while insisting that God’s love both transcends every
difference and gathers all churches in community”
When we Christians disagree fundamentally on aspects of God’s purposes, we will witness
to our own perceptions with respect for Christians who see things differently. We will not
increase the fragmentation of the world by expressing hostility towards one another. We
will remember that at a level far deeper than our understanding, we have communion.
~ Ron Allen and Linda McKiernan-Allen, Disciples of Christ website

"Celebration" by John August Swanson

“Imaginization” Exercise
Please take this home with you and when you have a moment, we’d like you to reflect on
our congregation as you have known it and experienced it. Then, answer this question: “If
our congregation were a plant, animal, object, insect (or something else that comes to mind)
what it would be? Describe why. As an example, one woman described her congregation as
“a pair of old shoes—too old to be of any use but too comfortable to throw away.” The
graphics below will help you “jump start” your creativity. You can use any of them, but you
aren’t limited to just those! Please use the space below. If you need more, you may use the
back of this sheet. Thank you for your cooperation, this will be helpful to the discernment
team as we talk about the future. There will be a drop off box in the narthex next week.
We’d like to have them back by October 17. Thank you!

