
Our Service of Worship for October 17, 2021  

A celebration of our 140
th

 anniversary 

Westwood First Presbyterian Church    
Cincinnati, OH    

 

Welcome and Announcements  

Prelude: “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”—arr. David Cherwien 

During the Prelude, we invite you to take a moment to prepare for worship. 

The Ringing of the Tower Bell  

Choral Introit: “I Was Glad”—Albin C. Whitworth 

**  Call to Worship (based on Psalm 84—responsive)  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all!  

And also with you!  
How lovely is your dwelling place, Lord Almighty! 

Our souls yearn, even faint, for the courts of the Lord;  

Our hearts and our flesh cry out for the living God. 

Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere. 

We would rather be doorkeepers in God’s house than dwell in the tents of the wicked.  

For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord bestows favor and honor.  

No good thing does he withhold from those who walk uprightly. 

Blessed are those who dwell in your house; they are ever praising you. 

Opening Prayer 

**  Hymn: “As We Build for the Future” * (tune: “The Church's One Foundation,” No. 442) 

* Text by Nancy Haigwood, longtime member of Westwood First and 

Covedale Elementary School teacher 

  Prayer for Illumination  

**  Scripture Reading: Psalm 122; Nehemiah 2:17-20, 7:15-16, 7:73-8:4a, 5-6, 8-12 *  

Sermon: “Does the World Need the Church?”  

A Time of Offering  

[No collection will be taken. Please place your offerings in the collection plate just outside 

the sanctuary. Thank you for your generosity!] 

Invitation  

Offertory Prayer (unison) 

Gracious and Loving God, if we have gifts to bring, it is of your free mercy; for all 

things are yours, and what we have comes from you. Accept our offerings we make, 

that they may yet be hallowed by your blessing and used in your service; in Jesus’ 

name. Amen. 

Anthem: “Bless This House”—arr. Roy Ringwald 

 

 

 



Liturgy of Re-Dedication and The Lord’s Prayer  

God calls us to be one, to share the unity that binds the Trinity together in love. We have 

come to rededicate ourselves to seek that unity with all of God’s people, so that God may 

be glorified and the whole creation sing praises. Let us pray: 

Loving and faithful God, we come into your presence rejoicing. We come to sing your 

songs of praise; we come to hear your words of power; we come to share your all-

embracing love. Be present among us as we seek to remember our past and 

rededicate ourselves to your future. Called to be your people, we pray in the name 

of your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. 

[…the prayer continues…] 

For the worship offered in prayer and music, for the Word read and proclaimed, for the 

celebration of the Sacraments, through this church.  

All praise and thanks to God.  

For the support and nurture of God’s people, for the care of young and old, for the calling 

of all to a life of service, through this church.  

All praise and thanks to God.  

For the faith of all believers in Christ, for the proclamation of God’s truth, for the care of 

the downtrodden, for the giving of hope and courage enabled by this church.  

All praise and thanks to God.  

For all who by word and deed have brought this church into being, for their living example 

to us, for their faith and their hopes and dreams built upon Jesus Christ the cornerstone.  

All praise and thanks to God.  

[…the prayer continues…] 

Covenant God, in your presence, within the living community of the gathered saints, in 

the company of the communion of those who journeyed alongside you before us we 

reaffirm our delight in sharing our lives with you.  

You have been our God and we have been your people.  

We renew our commitment to serve and follow you.  

You are our God and we are your people.  

We rededicate ourselves to care for the world around us in your name.  

You shall be our God and we shall be your people.  

Preserve us from seeking acclaim and success in the eyes of the world, guard us from 

needing to be needed before we see your love for us, protect us from faith that asks no 

questions and risks nothing. Where you lead may we follow, today and every day. This 

we pray in the name of our Risen Lord, Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray saying… 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

**  Hymn No. 438:  “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” *  (all verses) 

Charge and Benediction 

Response: “Sevenfold Amen”—John Stainer 

Postlude: “Toccata for a Joyful Day”—Emma Lou Diemer 

Where indicated (**) please rise, and stand as you are able. 

 

 

 

 



As Our Service of Worship Ends, 

our Ministry of Service Begins! 
 

Leading Worship This Morning: 

Rev. Dr. Jeff Colarossi  

Pastor 

Heather MacPhail 

Organist/Music Director 

Janet Ziegler 

 Lay Worship Leader 

 

Prayer Requests and Announcements: 

 October West-Fed Food Pantry donations needed: peanut butter, jelly, bars of soap 

 Our Discernment Team (will begin the Living Churches Initiative on Sunday, Oct. 31. 

More info can be found here: https://presbyteryofcincinnati.org/living-churches-

initiative/. Please pray for us as we begin this journey. The team members are: Steve 

Beckman, Mary Ellen Betz, Jane Colarossi, Kent Kochheiser, Ann Regan, Phil 

Zorn, Bruce Smith, Jan Tepe, Bode Olakanmi. 

 Prayers are requested for: 

 Sandy Morris’ sister Melissa Snyder, whose condition has grown more serious 

 Lynne and Al Gulleman who are both dealing with eye issues  

 The Flowers this morning have been donated:   

 In memory of Reverend Dr. Everett C. and Hilda Moorhead by their children. 

 In memory of Wanda Mosbacker by the Ulrich family. 

As We Build for the Future—Text penned by Nancy Haigwood, 1997 

(Sung to the tune: “The Church's One Foundation,” No. 442) 

1. As we build for the future, we praise our Lord above, 

With faith and hope as pillars, our cornerstone is love, 

And to God is the honor, all laud and glory, too, 

‘Twas God who gave us vision, ‘tis Christ who makes us new. 

2. Our rich past always praised Thee, in worship work, and prayer, 

A chain of caring people, a legacy so fair, 

And each step that we've taken, our Lord has shown the way, 

So, now with hearts o’erflowing we dedicate this day. 

3. We pray that God will bless us, and all who enter here 

Will stay and feel his presence and know that He is near. 

As we look to the future, our hope is still the same, 

That all we may accomplish, will glorify God's name. 

 

https://presbyteryofcincinnati.org/living-churches-initiative/
https://presbyteryofcincinnati.org/living-churches-initiative/


  Blest Be the Tie That Binds—Hymn #438 

1. Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;  

the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.  

2. Before our Father's throne we pour our ardent prayers;  

our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts and our cares.  

3. We share our mutual woes, our mutual burdens bear,  

and often for each other flows the sympathizing tear.  

4. From sorrow, toil, and pain, and sin, we shall be free;  

and perfect love and friendship reign through all eternity.  

First Reading: Psalm 122 

1 I was glad when they said to me, 

    “Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 
2 Our feet are standing 

    within your gates, O Jerusalem.  
3 Jerusalem—built as a city  
    that is bound firmly together. 
4 To it the tribes go up, 

    the tribes of the Lord, 

as was decreed for Israel, 

    to give thanks to the name of the Lord. 
5 For there the thrones for judgment were set up, 

    the thrones of the house of David. 
6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 

    “May they prosper who love you. 
7 Peace be within your walls, 

    and security within your towers.” 
8 For the sake of my relatives and friends 

    I will say, “Peace be within you.” 
9 For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, 

    I will seek your good. 

Second Reading: Nehemiah 2:17-18, 7:15-16, 7:73b-8:4a, 5-6, 8-12 

17 Then I [Nehemiah] said to them, “You see the trouble we 

are in, how Jerusalem lies in ruins with its gates burned. 

Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, so that we may no 

longer suffer disgrace.” 18 I told them that the hand of my God 

had been gracious upon me, and also the words that the king 

had spoken to me. Then they said, “Let us start building!” So 

they committed themselves to the common good.  

15 So the wall was finished on the twenty-fifth day of the 

month Elul, in fifty-two days. 16 And when all our enemies heard of it, all the nations around 

us were afraid and fell greatly in their own esteem; for they perceived that this work had 

been accomplished with the help of our God. 73 So the priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, 

the singers, some of the people, the temple servants, and all Israel settled in their towns.  

 

 



When the seventh month came—the people of Israel being settled in their towns—1 all the 

people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to 

bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to Israel. 2 Accordingly, the 

priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could 

hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month.  

3 He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, 

in the presence of the men and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of 

all the people were attentive to the book of the law. 4 The scribe Ezra stood on a wooden 

platform that had been made for the purpose; 5 and Ezra opened the book in the sight of all 

the people, for he was standing above all the people; and 

when he opened it, all the people stood up.  

6 Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the 

people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. 

Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with 

their faces to the ground. 8 So they read from the book, from 

the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so 

that the people understood the reading. 

9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest 

and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to 

the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they heard the 

words of the law. 10 Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine 

and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to 

our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”  

11 So the Levites stilled all the people, saying, “Be quiet, for this day is holy; do not be 

grieved.” 12 And all the people went their way to eat and drink and to send portions and to 

make great rejoicing, because they had understood the words that were declared to them. 

Moment for Meditation—Facing God’s Future 

“The essence of optimism is that it takes no account of the present, but it is a source of 

inspiration, of vitality and hope where others have resigned; it enables a man to hold his 

head high, to claim the future for himself and not to abandon it to his enemy.”  

~ Dietrich Bonhoeffer  

“Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God.”  

            ~ Corrie Ten Boom  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Happy 140th Anniversary WFPC! 


