
Westwood First Presbyterian Church         October 2021
The Parish BellThe Parish Bell

At aGlanceAt aGlance
Stewardship & Operations Committee
Monday, October 4; 5:30 - 7:30pm
Moorhead Room

Congregational Life Committee
Tuesday, October 5; 3:30 - 5:30pm
Moorhead Room

Mission Committee
Wednesday, October 6; 6:00 - 8:00pm
Dining Room

Administrative & Personnel Committee
Wednesday, October 6; 7:00 - 9:00pm
Moorhead Room

Chancel Bell Rehearsal
Thursdays, October 7,14,21,28; 2:00 - 3:30pm
Calvin Hall

Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Thursdays, October 7,14,21,28; 7:00 - 8:00pm
Sanctuary

Circle 1
Monday, October 11; 7:00 - 9:00pm
Home of Holly Scheper

Session Meeting
Wednesday, October 13; 7:00 - 9:00pm
Moorhead Room

Charter Day Celebration
Sunday, October 17; 10:30 - 2:00pm
Sanctuary

The Parish Bell has not perished.  The Parish Bell has not perished.  
“Ring-in” its reincarnation by taking a “Ring-in” its reincarnation by taking a 

peak inside.  Send any suggestions  for peak inside.  Send any suggestions  for 
content in future “Bells” to content in future “Bells” to 

steve@wfpc.org steve@wfpc.org 
by the 15th of the month for by the 15th of the month for 

consideration.consideration.



Grace and peace everyone, 
For your consideration…
You’re holding a cup of coffee. Someone comes along and bumps 
into you, making you spill your coffee. Why did you spill the coffee? 
“Because someone bumped into me!” Not so. You spilled the coffee 
because there was coffee in your cup. Had there’d been tea in the cup, 
you’d have spilled tea. Whatever is inside the cup is what will spill out. 
So, when life comes along and bumps you, and it will, whatever’s inside 
of you will come out. It’s easy to fake it––until you get rattled. So we 
have to ask ourselves: “What’s in my cup?” When life gets tough, what 
spills over? Anger, bitterness, harsh words, and reactions? Joy, grateful-
ness, peace, and hope? 
These are difficult days—without question—but there is 
much we can be hopeful for. Hope is often looked upon as expressing 
a mere wish, or indicating a strong desire, or anticipating a good result. 
Common hope is a strong anticipation. It is a blind desire to have 
something happen. We sometimes say, “I hope it doesn’t rain tomor-
row,” or “I hope my sore throat will soon get better.” 
But real hope is not mere wishful thinking nor is it a blind desire to 
have something happen. Our hope is a firm conviction that God’s 
promises will indeed materialize. The concept of “faith” is related to 
“hope.” According to the author of Hebrews, faith is “the substance” of 
things hoped for. It’s what makes our hope a certainty. Because God 
has kept His promises in the past, we know God will do it again.
Still, there’s a distinction between “faith” and “hope.” Faith relates more 
to the past. Hope looks ahead to the future. We speak of hope for to-
morrow. We never hope for yesterday. A little boy stood with his father, 
looking at a group of puppies in a pet shop window. Dad said, “Which 
one would you take if you had your choice?” One of the puppies was 
wagging his tail, and the little fellow pointed to that particular puppy, 
and said, “I’d like the one with the happy ending.” Hope has to do with 
the future, especially one with a happy ending.
It’s easy to be cynical. The past year and a half or so has been rough. 
It’s also easy to be naïve. The future can hold a great deal of promise. 
But we shouldn’t be cynical. We can’t go back and do it over. The better 
choice is to learn what we can without giving in to the cynicism. On 
the other hand, we can be enthusiastic and hopeful without being 
naïve. No need to make the same mistakes. Wise people learn from the 
mistakes of others, without having to make every blunder themselves. I 
prefer to take the attitude of reflecting on the past, learning the lessons 
we can, and making the best possible plans for the future.
Through the prophet Isaiah, God assured His people during a difficult 
time: “Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of 
old. I am about to do a new thing.” This ancient advice is excellent for 
today. Whatever your experience, the future is as bright as the prom-
ises of God. You can move forward with confidence, especially if you 
walk with God. Life provides the cup––YOU choose how to fill it. So 
my charge is for all of us to work towards filling our cups with good 
things––positive things. I bet it makes a difference!
Blessing---now and always,

Jeff

                      Jeff Colarossi
                       jeff@wfpc.org

          Pastor’s PenSession Members
and 

Committee Rosters
Administration and Personnel
Mary Ellen Betz, Ruling Elder (2022)
Marc Baverman, Ruling Elder (2023)
Dale Hedrick, At-Large (2022)
Andy Patton, At-Large (2023)
Congregational Life
Julie Lawson, Ruling Elder - Chair (2022)
Linda Gardner, Ruling Elder (2023)
At-Large: Amy Babicke, Mary Lou Huber, 
Lynn Lanman, Bode Olakanmi, Jeri Rathkamp
Mission & Outreach
Patti Grace, Ruling Elder - Chair (2022)
Rhonda Boddy, Ruling Elder (2023)
At-Large: Mya Banks, Wendy Beckman, 
Linda Gardner, Lynn Lanman, Jeri Rathkamp, 
Beth Richmond, Sharon Ulrich
Stewardship & Operations
Chris Beckman, Ruling Elder (2023)
At-Large: Dale Nieman (2022), Holly 
Scheper - Elder (2023)  Joe Dearwester - Ops 
Team, John Rathkamp
Worship & Music
Noelle Scheper, Ruling Elder  (2022)
Jarod Harlow, Ruling Elder (2022)
Janice Kahsar, Ruling Elder (2023)
At-Large: Cathie DeFazio

Representatives to Other 
Church Committees

Scholarship Committee:
Part of Congregational Life
Jill Huber, PW Rep
Candee Witterstaeter
Nominating Committee
Jane Colarossi
Rhonda Boddy
Financial Review Committee
Dick Braun (2022)
Connie Graham (2022)
Presbytery Commissioner: Beth Kochheiser

Phone Number
(513) 661-6846

Address
3011 Harrison Ave

Cincinnati, Oh 45211
                  Website

www.wfpc.org



Thursday, September 16, WFPC Chancel Choir held its first rehearsal since March, 2020! We had fun! And we 
discovered we still have singing voices! So we will continue to rehearse on Thursday evenings – new, earlier time 
of 7:00 p.m., in the sanctuary. We hope to resume singing in the worship services in October – and/or as soon as 
we feel it is healthy and safe to do so. If you like to sing, feel free to join us. No auditions necessary! 

Thursday, October 7, Chancel Bells will resume rehearsals – new time – 2:00 p.m. – in Calvin Hall. This group 
was able to add special music to our worship services at various times during the past months. I thank all of 
them! We will practice a few pieces we know and begin music for holidays coming up in the church year. If you 
like music, this is another fun group! Fellowship and laughter is a part of every rehearsal! Please let me know if 
you would like to come and try it out!

Our Concert Series is resuming!! We are so excited to announce the return of the WFPC Concert 
Series. This has always been a wonderful outreach to our own community and beyond. The concerts this year 
will begin earlier – 2:30 p.m. They will be a little shorter, without intermission. Each event will be a wonderful 
opportunity to gather and enjoy music in our beautiful sanctuary! Here is the lineup:

Sunday, November 7, 2021 – Faux Frenchmen – This quartet of local, professional musicians offers 
“Gypsy Jazz” as you have never heard it before! Always a crowd pleaser!

Sunday, February 20, 2022 – Phil DeGreg returns! He brings a trio of fellow musicians, adding vibra-
phone to piano, bass, drums. A local favorite – always entertaining!

Sunday, March 27, 2022 – Memorial Concert for Lowella Stoerker – We are planning a choral concert 
in memory of Lowella Stoerker, long-time choir member, bell director and friend.

Sunday, April 24, 2022 – Heather MacPhail, organ – This will be a concert showcasing our mighty or-
gan, from the softest to the brassiest sounds! This finale will raise the roof!

I hope to welcome new singers/ringers into our choirs as we pick ourselves up from the worst of Covid times. 
Please remember all plans for these groups are made for our helath and safety. They are also made with the pur-
pose of rejoicing together and praising the Lord!

I hope to see many of you at our LIVE concerts! It is so fulfilling as a musician to be able to share music with 
others once again, and I promise you will share in that joy as we gather together in concert!

Wishing you joy in your hearts and blessings in the days ahead,

Heather MacPhail, Director of Music Ministries

Heather MacPhail, Director of Music Ministries 
                   macphaha@miamioh.edu

    Music Ministry Notes



It seems as if every time we see the news, we are inundated with disaster, doesn’t it? Here’s an idea of how Westwood 
First is responding and how you can help.
 
Haiti
In August, Haiti was struck by an earthquake that killed more than 2,200 people; 300 are still missing. The same 
month, Haiti was ravaged by Hurricane Grace. More than 53,000 homes were destroyed. At our most recent commit-
tee meeting, the committee voted to donate to $1,000 to help the victims of last month’s natural disasters. For more 
information, go to www.pda.pdusa.org. 
Afghanistan
Over the past few weeks, American military members, their families, and many Afghanis have been evacuated 
from Afghanistan. Many people who served the US military as interpreters and guides have had their lives and their 
families’ lives threatened. Hundreds of people are still in Afghanistan wanting to get out. The Mission Committee 
voted to donate $1,000 to help the people of Afghanistan.  But what does that mean? Using Afghanistan as an exam-
ple, you can help in a variety of ways. The easiest way, of course, is to find a reputable nonprofit and donate money. 
One of these is No One Left Behind (https://nooneleft.org/), which is an agency that helps immigrants through 
the visa application process. Islamic Relief USA (https://irusa.org/) also seeks donations to help those who want 
to stay in Afghanistan but need to relocate. These people are often referred to as immigrants in their own country. 
Another type of assistance is helping people who made it from Afghanistan to the United States. Two of these are 
Catholic Charities of Southwestern Ohio (www.cssoh.org/donate) and Lutheran Social Services (https://lss-
networkofhope.org/). Finally, Airbnb launched a nonprofit (www.Airbnb.org) through which you can open up 
your rental home for refugees. They also accept monetary donations. 
Lousiana
Louisiana, especially New Orleans, was devastated by Hurricane Ida. One local charity, Matthew 25: Ministries, is 
deploying a disaster team and shipping truckloads of supplies to help the residents in recovering from this disaster. 
Volunteers are also welcome to come to their Blue Ash headquarters to help pack supplies for the trip down. (Go to 
www.m25m.org for more information.) Matthew 25: Ministries is responding to the Haiti earthquake, Tropical 
Storm Henri, Tennessee flooding and the West Coast wildfires.
 
We are having a drive to collect some of the supplies that will fill those trucks. This collection benefits Matthew 25: 
Ministries and its work with the poorest of the poor and disaster victims. From now until October 15, we are seeking 
baby products, as well as adult personal care and hygiene products. Look for the large box in the Narthex to put your 
donations in. Here is what we are looking for specifically: 

Personal Care and Hygiene Supplies
o Soap
o Shampoo
o Lotions
o Toothpaste and mouth wash
o Toothbrush
o Deodorant
o Face wipes
o Hand sanitizer
o Lip balm
o Body wash
o Face wash
o Body spray
o Sanitary napkins

Baby Products
o Diapers
o Formula
o Burp cloths
o Bottles
o Non-perishable baby food
o Bibs
o Onesies
o Socks
o Hats
o Diaper bags
o Stuffed animals

If you have any questions, direct them to any member of the Mission Commit-
tee: Patti Grace, Rhonda Boddy, Beth Richmond, Karl Graham, Jeri Rathkamp, 
Wendy Beckman, Sharon Ulrich, Linda Gardner or Lynn Lanman. 

Mission



Member Memos

Jane and Jeff Colarossi   33 Yrs
Cathie and Lawrence De Fazio 54 Yrs
Beth and Kent Kochheiser  16 Yrs

Elizabeth Durrell  October 1
Beth Dearswester  October 3
Holly Scheper   October 3
Mary Klayer   October 7
Heather Boddy  October 11
Linda Gardner   October 17
Jane Ismael   October 17
W. Gregory Spilman  October 18
Ann Patty   October 20
Evelyn Robison  October 21
Paul Vigar   October 22
Elizabeth Cron  October 24
Mace Justice   October 24
Michael Rechel  October 26
Erin Lawson   October 28
William Seitz III  October 29
William Dennison  October 30

Coming to Amazon, October 18
Christmas in Cincinnati

By Wendy Beckman
The most wonderful time of the year has its own special 
meaning for those who grew up in the Queen City. The 
talking reindeer Pogie and Patter and the Elves at Shillito’s 
were as integral to holiday merriment as caroling and egg-
nog. The Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden really knows 
how to throw a Christmas party for people and animals, and 
WinterFest at Kings Island provides much-needed warmth 
in the winter chill. Many city squares display Christmas 
trees bathed in lights and offer horse-drawn carriage rides 
or a skating rink. But only Cincinnati offers Santa rappelling 
down the face of a building and an ice skating rink with 
bumper cars. Join local author Wendy Hart Beckman for a 
merry jaunt through Yuletide in years gone by.

wendyonwriting.com
Author of 8 Wonders of Cincinnati, University of 
Cincinnati College of Nursing: 125 Years of Trans-
forming Health Care, Founders and Famous Fami-
lies of Cincinnati, Harlem Renaissance Artists and 
Writers, among others.

email wendy for book talks and other conversations for your 
school, retirement home, church, holiday party, and other 
gatherings!

Ann Regan has a new email address:
regann48@aol.com
She continues to recover from hip re-
placement and is now back at home. 
Feel free to drop her a line of encour-
agement at her new address.



Bulletin Board

A letter of invitation has been sent to families with chil-

dren or grandchildren informing them of plans to resume 

Sunday School in October (2nd and 4th Sundays).  So far 

there has been a low response to those invitations.  Linda 

Gardner will be following up to determine interest levels. 

Jeff and Wendy Beckman are planning to offer a Commu-

nion class for children.

It’s time to register for volunteering at the Flying Pig 
Expo! Our date and time slot are Thursday, October 
28, 1:00-4:00pm at the Duke Energy Convention 
Center. We will be rolling posters and folding boxes 
again and are hoping for 40 or more folks to help PW 
in funding various worthy missions near and far. Go 
to https://flyingpigmarathon.volunteerlocal.com/vol-
unteer/?id=56142 to register and enter our password 
(westwoodwomen). You can contact Beth Ricmond 
or Beth Kochheiser if you  need help in registering. To 
assure your correct t-shirt size, please register by Octo-
ber 11.  We will be carpooling from church.

The Scholarship Committee is pleased to announce 

The Scholarship Committee is pleased to announce 

that we awarded recent Oak Hills graduates Dayo 

that we awarded recent Oak Hills graduates Dayo 

and Erin Olakanmi scholarships to be used to fur-

and Erin Olakanmi scholarships to be used to fur-

ther their educations. Dayo is currently attending 

ther their educations. Dayo is currently attending 

Cincinnati State, focusing on Computer Science 

Cincinnati State, focusing on Computer Science 

and Graphic Design.  Erin is attending Mt. St, Jo-

and Graphic Design.  Erin is attending Mt. St, Jo-

seph, studying Biomedical Science and Biology.

seph, studying Biomedical Science and Biology.The church service held August 22nd recognized our 
90+ year olds.  Seven of the 25 nonagenarians (one was 
actually a centenarian) were in attendance and received a 
wooden cross.  The remaining crosses will be delivered to 
them along with the bulletin from that day,

The church picnic held August 
27th was attended by close to 40 
people.  Rain may have kept a few 
away.  Money collected paid for 
food from the Farm.  Excess pro-
ceeds will go toward a cake for our 
church’s 140th anniversary.

Thanks to all who helped out with the PW/Scout Rummage Sale last 

May.  Each group netted over $1000, and PW’s share was used to sup-

port our many missions.  Whether you donated items, sorted, priced, 

worked the sale, or shopped, your efforts are greatly appreciated.

Mary Ellen Betz has done a yeomen’s job in Mary Ellen Betz has done a yeomen’s job in 
overseeing the transition of our financials to overseeing the transition of our financials to 
VonLehman.  We’re just over one month into VonLehman.  We’re just over one month into 
the relationship and things are going well.  the relationship and things are going well.  
Financial data was transferred early in July. We Financial data was transferred early in July. We 
should begin receiving a monthly report soon should begin receiving a monthly report soon 
so that the Stewardship and Operations Com-so that the Stewardship and Operations Com-
mittee has the information for review.mittee has the information for review.



What’s Goin’ On
 Cub Scout Pack 107
 Den Meetings, 6:30pm
 October 4, 18
 Dining Room, Calvin Hall, 6th 
 Floor Classrooms
 Pack Meeting, 6:30pm
 October 25th
`````````````````` Dining Room

Charter Day
October 17, 10:30
Sanctuary

Please join us we celebrate our 
140th year as a church.  A spe-

cial worship service is planned, with a re-dedication 
and meaningful music.  Stay after worship and grab 
some lunch (perhaps a Food Truck or a boxed lunch) 
and CAKE!  

The day will culminate with a 1:00pm program in 
our sanctuary, “Masterworks in Stained Glass” pre-
sented by Diane Heilmann,  Our beautiful windows 
are an important part of our churh’s history. If you 
would like to learn more about the history of our 
church, there is an excellent article in The Westwood 
Historical Society Newsletter which has been down-
loaded on wfpc.org with the 9/12/2001 Sermon.

Circle 1
October 11, 7:00pm
Home of Holly Scheper

Circle 1 kicked off its new 
year with a meeting at the 

home of Mary Beth Baverman on Monday, September 
13.  Our circle currenty has 18 members and we are 
always happy to welcome new members.  We meet on 
the second Monday of the month; and, for the first 
time since March 2020, we plan to once again gather 
at member’s homes.

Our gatherings begin with a business meeting includ-
ing a devotional, members’ joys and concerns, and 
discussion of circle, PW and church business.  The 
business meeting is followed by a time of Bible Study 
using the 9-lesson study published by Horizons, 
the official magazine of PW Churchwide.  Members 
from our circle take turns presenting the monthly 
lesson.  This year’s study is titled, “What My Grand-
mothers Taught Me: Learning from the Women 
in Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus.”  Bible Study 
is followed by dessert and fellowship.  Again, circle 
members take turns bringing dessert.

Westwood Women’s Club Garden Department*
October 18, 12:30pm
Calvin Hall

Weed or Herb? 
Carol Mundy Naturalist

Assessing the weeds you have today and 
comparing them to herbs of 200 years ago, 
you will find many of the plants are on 
both lists.  We will review some common 
and some not-so-common weeds and 
learn their herbal history.

Westwood Historical Society
October 13, 7:00-8:30pm
Dining Room
Is that REALLY a Rookwood Fireplace?
Not all tile fireplaces in Cincinnati are Rookwood 
despite what real estate listings state.  Riley Humler, 
Rookwood pottery expert, will talk about tile fireplaces 
and clues as to whether they are or are not Rookwood 
or some other manufacturer.  Riley is widely recognized 
locally and nationally as a Rookwood and art pottery ex-
pert and has regularly appeared on Antiques Roadshow.

Westwood Women’s Club*
October 25, 1:00pm
Dining Room

Christian Spirituality Through Art, 
Holly Shapker

Cincinnati artist, Holly Shapker’s paintings and draw-
ings can be found in corporate collections, universities, 
private schools, and churches throughout the world.  She 
will share with us where she finds her inspiration to cre-
ate such beautiful pieces of art.

*Westwood Women’s Club Events are open to members and their guests.  If you would like 
information on membership in club, please email wwc1896@gmail.com.



Calendar
 

 

 
Check out the calendar on wfpc,org.  You can view calendar events as a list or as a monthly calendar. In the 
calendar view, simply click on the month to select a new month and year.  While you “hover” over an event in 
the calendar view, more details while show themselves about that event.  While in list view, click on the date 
to pick a new date to begin your list.  In either view, if you click on the event, all the details about that event 
will appear.



Save the Dates

 
The City Gospel Mission’s 2021 Thanksgiving Exchange and The Christmas Store 

at 
Westwood First 

     
        
 

 
City Gospel Mission Thanksgiving Exchange  
Store open: Thursday through Saturday 11/18 – 11/20/21.  Closed Sunday.  Open Monday and 
Tuesday 11/22 & 11/23/21 
 
City Gospel Mission Christmas Store   
Store open:  Wednesday through Saturday, 12/8 – 12/11/21    

 
How you can help 

 Volunteer as a WFPC Parking Host 
 Give generously to the Butter Drive 
 Donate gifts through the Christmas Giving Tree effort 

 
Stay tuned! You’ll hear more details from the Mission & Outreach Committee next month. 

 
Submitted by Karl Graham  

Please mark your calendars! 
WFPC will again host the City 

Gospel Mission’s 
Thanksgiving Exchange 

as well as 
The Christmas Store. 

 

Daylight Savings Time Ends
Sunday, November 7; 2:00am
Don’t forget to fall back.  Take advantage of that extra hour of sleep less you 
find yourself sitting in an empty pew.  Of course, that does give you an oppor-
tunity to contemplate all that your maker has done on our behalf.

Concert Series Opener
Sunday, November 7; 2:30pm

To kick off our 39th season, we welcome for a third appearance on our series Cincinnati’s pop-
ular jazz quartet, Faux Frenchmen.  Blend gypsy music and popular music by the likes of John 
Lennon and Brian Wilson with the sounds of American jazz greats like Duke Ellington, Fats 
Waller and Louis Armstrong, and the result is a unique take on gypsy jazz.

Stewardship & Operations Committee - Monday, November 1; 5:30pm
Cub Scout Pack 107 Den Meeting - Monday, November 1; 6:30
WFPC Congregational Life Committee -  Tuesday, November 2; 3:30pm
WFPC Mission Committee -  Wednesday, November 3; 6:00pm
WFPC Administrative & Personnel Committee - Wednesday, November 3; 7:00pm
Chancel Bells Rehearsal - Thursday, November 4; 2:00pm
Chancel Choir Rehearsal - Thursday, November 4; 7:00pm



Pastor’s Puzzles
Have you found Jesus Yet?



Pastor’s Puzzles
“Imaginization” Exercise: Take a moment to reflect on our congregation as you know it and have
experienced it.  Now, have some fun answering this question: “If our congregation were a plant,
animal, object, insect (or something else that comes to mind) what it would be? Describe why. One
woman described her congregation as “a pair of old shoes – too old to be of any use but too
comfortable to throw away”.  (the graphics below will help you “jump start” your creativity!)

  

     

                       

         

      



Westwood First Presbyterian Church
3011 Harrison Avenue
Cincinnati, OH  45211

We’re on the 
Web

www.WFPC.org
FIND US ON 
FACEBOOK!

As Our Service of Worship Ends, 
Our Ministry of Service Begins!

The Parish Bell is the monthly newsletter of Westwood First Presbyterian Church.  

All visitors are welcome to worship with us Sunday at our Traditional Service at 10:30 a.m.    

Church Day Number:  513-661-6846   Fax Number:  513-389-3683
 Rev. Jeffrey Colarossi, Pastor      ext. 103
 Heather MacPhail, Organist/Director of Music Ministries  ext. 101
 Steve Foster, Communication Coordinator              ext. 105

October


