
Our Service of Worship for September 26, 2021  

Twenty-sixth Sunday of ordinary time 

Westwood First Presbyterian Church                         Cincinnati, OH 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude: “All My Hope on God Is Founded” —arr. Charles Callahan 

During the Prelude, we invite you to take a moment to prepare for worship. 

**  Call to Worship (responsive)  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all!  

And also with you.  

We gather today to worship the One who created us, 

The One who calls us, 

The One who equips us, 

The One who loves us without end. 

With joyful hearts, let us worship God. 

Opening Prayer  

**  Hymn No. 476: “O Worship the King, All Glorious Above!” *   

A Time of Confession  
Call to Confession  

The cross stands as a symbol of God’s forgiveness; of our liberation from the past and 

our hope for the future. God’s forgiveness calls to us with love, summoning us to take 

responsibility and to repent. Forgiveness doesn’t come after repentance, it leads to it. 

When we truly and fully understand this, we will be forever changed. Hear these words 

of pardon and assurance… 

Assurance of Pardon—(based on Psalm 130:7) 

Our hope is in God whose steadfast love surrounds us and in whom “is great power to 

redeem.” This power is revealed in Jesus Christ who promises us life where there is death, 

and forgiveness where there is sin. The good news therefore is this: In Jesus Christ we 

are forgiven. Let us respond to this good news by seeking God’s help in becoming the 

people we have been created and called to be. First in a moment of silence, then in the 

unison Prayer of Confession. 

Moment of Silent Confession (Silent, personal prayers may be offered.) 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Sovereign, Holy God, open our hearts and minds so that we might admit our faults 

and accept your forgiveness and grace. We confess that we do not follow Jesus in all 

that we do. We love with condition. We judge and condemn. We cast the first stone, 

and keep the logs in our own eyes. We do not turn to you as the source of our healing. 

As you have forgiven us, empower us to be imitators of Christ in love and service. 

For it is in His name we humbly pray. Amen. 

**  Gloria Patri  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 

beginning, is now and ever shall be. World without end.  Amen. Amen. 

 

 



Prayer for Illumination  

**  Gospel Reading: Mark 9:38-50*  

Sermon: “Costly Grace”  

A Time of Offering  

[No collection will be taken. Please place your offerings in the collection plate just 

outside the sanctuary. Thank you for your generosity!] 

Invitation  

Offertory Prayer (unison) 

Generous God, you have given us so much. As a gesture of our gratitude and 

stewardship for all of your wonderful gifts, we return a portion back to you. We ask 

your blessing upon this morning’s offering, that it may enrich the lives of those it 

benefits, strengthen this church, and inspire our faith, doing so in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Special Music: “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring”—J.S. Bach 

Solo Quartet: Kristi Reed, Jean Graves, Travis Pearce, Paul Vigar 

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer (unison) 

[During the pause in the prayer, feel free to call out the name of someone for whom 

prayer is requested, or briefly, a joy or concern on your heart. The prayer concludes with 

the Lord’s Prayer, offered in unison.] 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.   

**  Hymn No. 371:  “Lift High the Cross” *   

Charge and Benediction 

Postlude: “Prelude and Fugue in C Major”—J. S. Bach  

Where indicated (**) please rise, and stand as you are able. 
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O Worship the King, All Glorious Above!—Hymn #476  

1. O worship the King all-glorious above, 

O gratefully sing God’s power and God’s love: 

Our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 

Pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 

2. O tell of God’s might and sing of God’s grace, 

Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space. 

The chariots of heaven deep thunderclouds form, 

And dark is God’s path on the wings of the storm. 

3. Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 

In Thee you do we trust, nor find Thee to fail. 

Thy mercies, how tender, how firm to the end, 

Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend! 

Lift High the Cross—Hymn #371 

Refrain: Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

 Till all the world adore his sacred name. 

1. Come, Christians, follow where the Master trod, 

our King victorious, Christ the Son of God. Refrain 

2. Each newborn servant of the Crucified 

bears on the brow the seal of him who died. Refrain 

3. O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 

your death has brought us life eternally. Refrain 

4. So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain 

Gospel Reading: Mark 9:38-50 

38 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we 

tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” 39 But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; 

for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil 

of me. 40 Whoever is not against us is for us. 41 For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a 

cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward. 

42 “If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it 

would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were 

thrown into the sea. 43 If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to 

enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 45 And 

if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to 

have two feet and to be thrown into hell. 47 And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it 

out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and 

to be thrown into hell, 48 where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched. 

49 “For everyone will be salted with fire. 50 Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how 

can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” 

This is the Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God! 

 

 



Moment for Meditation—Today’s Gospel Reading 

The [passage] as a whole instructs the disciples to remove whatever barriers stand before 

the Kingdom of God, but the surprising news is that it is often the disciples themselves 

who are the ones in the way. This text invites communities to identify the self-constructed 

stumbling blocks that prevent flourishing. In other words, are there subtle ways in which 

the church sabotages its own ministries? Are the goals of committees in conflict with each 

other? Is the ministry of the church controlled by a select few whose needs and interests do 

not represent the larger body? Is the church clinging to a self-identity that no longer reflects 

its membership or a vision that no longer holds relevance? What’s keeping the church from 

discerning the will of God and pursuing Christ’s ministry? How can the church become 

Spirit-led rather than ego-driven? 

                                                                                          ~ Mary Charlotte Elia 

Moment for Meditation—Take Sin Seriously 

Take Christ seriously. Yes, of course. For every look at your sin, take ten looks at Christ. 

But will you want to look at Christ if you have not seen your need? Will you see your need 

if you have not seen your sin?  

Why is the Son of God taken for granted in the visible church today? Only because sin is 

taken lightly. The rediscovery of the glory of Christ’s salvation is our most pressing need. 

The most mature man of God needs a fresh vision of Jesus Christ so that he cries out, 

“Hallelujah! What a Savior!” This is the mark of a growing and a revived congregation, 

and that fullness of the Spirit as He glorifies the Son comes in large part by means of a 

conviction of our sin and a realization of our need of this glorious Deliverer from sin’s 

dominion, perversity, and condemnation. So, young Christian, take sin seriously.  

See the judgment of sin that fell on the Lord Jesus on Golgotha. What do the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit think of sin? Consider the end of the Son whom God the Father 

loves. There is no father more loving than the Father and no son more beloved than the 

Son. Yet, the Son bore our sins in His own body on the cross. The Son of God became the 

Lamb of God. He who knew no sin was made sin for us. But God the Father did not spare 

Him.  

There could not be a gram of compromise as far as sin was concerned. God did not restrain 

one stroke of His rod of justice in displaying how worthy of condemnation sin is. It pleased 

the Father to strike Christ dead. The Father lifted up His rod, and Christ took it on 

Himself—in our place. 

All this indicates the seriousness with which God views sin, and how inexpressible is all 

that God endured in order for pathetic folk like us to be delivered from iniquity. And you 

can shrug? You can nod and yet carry on sinning in deed and word and attitude and 

omission? 

Unbeliever, Jesus Christ is everything sinners need. He can satisfy all your desires and can 

snap those mighty chains that attach you to sin. Christian, young and old alike, put to death 

remaining sin. Strangle it and give it not a breath. Starve it. Refuse to feed it with a single 

tidbit. Take sin seriously because you take the righteousness and blood of Christ seriously. 

       ~ Geoffrey Thomas, tabletalkmagazine.com 

 

 

 



“Imaginization” Exercise 

Please take this home with you and when you have a moment, take a moment to reflect on 

our congregation as you know it and have experienced it. Then, answer this question: “If 

our congregation were a plant, animal, object, insect (or something else that comes to mind) 

what it would be? Describe why. As an example, one woman described her congregation 

as “a pair of old shoes—too old to be of any use but too comfortable to throw away.”  The 

graphics below will help you “jump start” your creativity. You can use any of them, but 

you aren’t limited to just those! Please use the space below. If you need more, you may use 

the back of this sheet. Thank you for your cooperation, this will be helpful to the 

discernment team as we talk about the future. There will be a drop off box in the narthex 

next week. We’d like to have them back by October 17. Thank you!  

 

 

  

      

                           

             

       


