
Our Service of Worship for August 29, 2021  

Twenty-Second Sunday of 

Ordinary Time 
Westwood First Presbyterian Church                         Cincinnati, OH 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude: “O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee”—arr. Albin C. Whitworth   

During the Prelude, we invite you to take a moment to prepare for worship. 

**  Call to Worship (responsive)  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all!  

And also with you!  

God has set this day before us, 

A day set apart, a day of rest and praise.  
God has set our lives before us,  

A span of years in which we love, and learn, and serve. 

God has set God’s seal upon our hearts, 

So that we might live fully in deep love. 

Friends, we know what God desires of us: 

That we do justice, and love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

We gather this morning to remind each other about that, 

To remember that now is always the right time to do these things. 

So with thanks in our hearts, let us worship God. 

Opening Prayer 

** Hymn No. 399: “We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight” (verses 1-3)    

A Time of Confession 

Call to Confession and Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Creator God, forgive our moments of ingratitude, the spiritual blindness that 

prevents us from appreciating the wonder that is this world, the endless cycle of 

nature, of life, death and rebirth. Forgive us for taking without giving, reaping 

without sowing. Open our eyes to see, our lips to praise, our hands to share. May 

our feet tread lightly on the path we walk, and our footsteps be worthy of 

following, for they lead to you. 

Moment of Silent Confession (Silent, personal prayers may be offered.) 

Assurance of Pardon 

God is slow to anger and full of compassion. He forgives all who humbly repent and 

trust in his Son as Saviour and Lord. There is therefore now no condemnation for those 

who are in Christ Jesus. [Exodus 34:6-7; Romans 8:1]  

Our God fulfils his promises and is true to his word. We have confessed our sins. 

God has forgiven us, because Christ died for us. Thanks be to God! Amen! 

May the grace and peace of our Lord, Jesus Christ’s be with you, now and always! 

And also with you! 

 

 



** Gloria Patri  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 

beginning, is now and ever shall be. World without end.  Amen. Amen. 

Prayer for Illumination  

Scripture Reading: Ecclesiastes 3:1-15 * 

Sermon: “A Time For Perspective”  

A Time of Offering  

Invitation  

Offertory Prayer (unison) 

Generous and Giving God, for the blessings of this and all our days, we thank you. Accept, 

we pray, not just this money but also our lives freely offered in gratitude for all you have 

done for us. Use them both, in this place and wherever you might take us. In Jesus’ name 

we pray. Amen.  

Solo: “The Lord Is My Light”—Frances Allitsen 

Travis Pearce, tenor 

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer (unison) 

[During the prayer, everyone will have an opportunity to offer a joy or concern aloud. 

During the pause, feel free to call out the name of someone for whom prayer is 

requested, or briefly, a joy or concern on your heart. The prayer concludes with the 

Lord’s Prayer, offered in unison.] 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.     

** Hymn No. 411:  “Arise, Your Light Is Come” *   

Charge and Benediction 

Postlude: “Praise To The Lord, The Almighty”—arr. J. Wayne Kerr  

* The words to the hymns and readings are included with the order of worship. 

Where indicated (**) please rise, and stand as you are able.  
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We Walk By Faith and Not By Sight—Hymn #399 

1. We walk by faith, and not by sight; no gracious words we hear 

From Christ who spoke as none e’er spoke; but we believe Him near. 

2. We may not touch His hands and side, nor follow where He trod; 

Yet in His promise we rejoice, and cry, “My Lord and God!” 

3. Help then, O Lord, our unbelief, and may our faith abound 

To call on You when You are near, and seek where You are found.  

Arise, Your Light Is Come!—Hymn #411 

1. Arise, rise, your light has come! The Spirit’s call obey; 

 Show forth the glory of your God, which shines on you today, 

2. Arise, your light has come! All you in sorrow born, 

 Bind up the brokenhearted ones and comfort those who mourn. 

3. Arise, your light has come! The mountains burst in song! 

 Rise up like eagles on the wing, God’s power will make us strong. 

Scripture Reading: Ecclesiastes 3:1-15—Everything Has Its Time 

1 For everything there is a season,  

  and a time for every matter under heaven: 
2 a time to be born, and a time to die;  

  a time to plant,  

  and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
3 a time to kill, and a time to heal; 

  a time to break down, and a time to build up;  
4 a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 

  a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
5 a time to throw away stones,  

  and a time to gather stones together; 

  a time to embrace,  

  and a time to refrain from embracing; 
6 a time to seek, and a time to lose; 

  a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 
7 a time to tear, and a time to sew; 

  a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
8 a time to love, and a time to hate; 

  a time for war, and a time for peace. 

9 What gain have the workers from their toil? 10 I have seen the business that God has given 

to everyone to be busy with. 11 He has made everything suitable for its time; moreover he 

has put a sense of past and future into their minds, yet they cannot find out what God has 

done from the beginning to the end.  

12 I know that there is nothing better for them than to be happy and enjoy themselves as 

long as they live; 13 moreover, it is God’s gift that all should eat and drink and take pleasure 

in all their toil. 14 I know that whatever God does endures forever; nothing can be added to 

it, nor anything taken from it; God has done this, so that all should stand in awe before 

him. 15 That which is, already has been; that which is to be, already is; and God seeks out 

what has gone by. 

 

 



Moment for Meditation—For Everything There Is a Season 

This sacred list from Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 represents all the seasons and the important changes 

of our lives. Some are happy times, others sad; some are productive while others seem 

wasteful; some inspire peace and others bring pain. All of them are necessary for us to 

learn, grow, and evolve as spiritual beings. Their appearance is not by accident. If we look 

closely enough, each experience reveals a loving, divine purpose that we can learn to trust. 

Lesson No. 1: Look for the Gift 

Each major transition in our lives requires our undivided time and attention for successful 

passage. Each one also presents a gift—if we're open to receiving it. Some of these gifts 

are easy to identify...Other gifts are not so easy to identify. These other gifts require us to 

look beyond the appearances and peer much deeper for their significance. Although new 

beginnings are usually preferred over endings, we should remember that every new 

beginning requires an ending—sometimes even a death. Likewise, reaping a harvest may 

be preferred over the work of preparing, planting, and tending a crop or garden, but we 

cannot enjoy one without the other. 

Even the transitional storms of our lives are necessary to clear the atmosphere of old ways 

of thinking that keep us from fully experiencing the next seasons of our lives. The 

oppressive heat of summer and the bitter cold of winter cause us to retreat within ourselves 

for rest, renewal, and creativity. 

Lesson No. 2: Go with the Flow 

The flow of life is a process of change. We must learn to accept the process and go with it. 

There's no stopping it anyway. Sometimes the challenges we encounter seem like dark 

tunnels, yet every tunnel has a light at the end of it. As we grope in the darkness, we can 

focus on the faint light we see in the distance. This light represents the gift—whatever it is 

we are to learn, to heal, or to change. The darkness will pass as we move toward the light, 

as we gratefully receive the tunnel's gift. 

Nothing in life is static for long. As soon as we grow to the next higher level in our 

evolutionary consciousness, it is time to go to the next level. And on and on we grow and 

go—unless we resist. When crisis comes, resistance is the normal first response. It's self-

protective, yet in the long run, it becomes self-destructive. With every crisis comes a 

choice: to resist or accept, to respond in fear or faith, to say yes or no. 

If we remember that there is a gift in every crisis or challenge—in every transition of life—

we will be able to go with the flow more easily. As we discover the gift in every season, 

we learn to trust that loving, divine purpose behind it. Then the current of life can carry us 

off to new adventures, more rewarding and exciting than any we may have chosen in a 

resistant state of mind. 

Lesson No. 3: Recognize the Stages of Transition 

In his book Finding Yourself in Transition (Unity Books, 1995), Unity minister and teacher 

Rev. Robert Brumet explains the three distinct stages we all tend to go through in every 

major transition. Each one begins with an Ending—something or someone we must let go 

of before we can begin anew. After an Ending comes the Void—a time of grief, 

disorientation, and eventually acceptance of the change. Then we're ready for the New 

Beginning itself.  As with the seasons of nature, these stages cannot be rushed and they 

require whatever time it takes to pass through them and to receive their gifts. 

       ~ Daniel Rebant, unity.org 

 

 



 

 



 


