
Our Service of Worship for August 22, 2021  

Senior Sunday 
Westwood First Presbyterian Church                         Cincinnati, OH 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude: “Fairest Lord Jesus”—arr. Diane Bish.   

During the Prelude, we invite you to take a moment to prepare for worship. 

**  Call to Worship (responsive)  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all!  

And also with you!  

In you, O Lord, we put our trust, for you are our strong refuge. Let our  mouths be filled 

with your praise. 

We will praise you yet more and more; our mouths shall tell of your righteousness 

all the day. 

O God, you have taught us from our youth; to this day, we declare your wondrous works. 

When we are old and gray headed, O God, do not forsake us, until we declare your 

strength and power to this generation and everyone to come. 

Young and old, we worship together this day! 

Opening Prayer 

 ** Hymn No. 276: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” *   

A Time of Confession 

Call to Confession and Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Loving God when we can’t see the good around us because all we can see is what has 

changed and what doesn’t work anymore, 

Forgive us, Lord. 

When we allow our fears to overtake us and prevent us from anticipating the newness 

of each day, 

Forgive us, Lord. 

When we forget that you are here with us, leading, guiding, and restoring us, 

Forgive us, Lord. 

Forgive us Lord, and grant us your grace to see life as you see it for us and the grace to 

trust you as we walk into the future. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 

Moment of Silent Confession (Silent, personal prayers may be offered.) 

Assurance of Pardon 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes 

in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world 

to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.” Friends, the good news of 

the Gospel is this: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

Thanks be to God! 

 ** Gloria Patri  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 

beginning, is now and ever shall be. World without end.  Amen. Amen. 

Prayer for Illumination 

 

 



Scripture Readings: Psalm 92:1-5, 12-15; Isaiah 46:3-4; Proverbs 16:1-3, 16-25, 31-33* 

Sermon: “Even To Our Old Age...”  

A Time of Offering  

Invitation  

Offertory Prayer (unison) 

Compelling God, we thank you for the love and care you give us every day. Help us to know 

Christ’s love, which compels us to do good works and be responsible stewards. We pray 

that you will find our gifts acceptable and use them to help continue sharing Christ’s love, 

for it is in His name we pray. Amen. 

Special Music: “Laudamus te” from “Gloria”—A. Vivaldi 

Kristi Reed, soprano and LeeAnne Galioto, mezzo soprano 

Text translation for “Laudamus te”  
We praise Thee, Lord, we give blessing to Thee, 

We adore Thee Lord, we glorify Thy name. 

Recognizing and Thanking Our Seniors Over 90 Years Old 

(In parenthesis are the number of years they’ve been a part of the Westwood First family) 

James Becker (44)   Wally Pearson (56) 

Youvon Coleman (43)  Al Rhein (65) 

Ernest Dolle (50)   Dillon and Beverly Rhodenbaugh (61) 

Charles Grisemer (29)  Evelyn Robison (28) 

Anna Hedrick (53)  Sylvia Roth (9) 

Bill and Barb Holub (56)  Bill Sachs (16) 

Thelma Imhoff (28)  Chris Sebastian (25+) 

Mace Justice (36)   Evelyn Stedtefeld (38) 

Joe Kiradjieff  (50)  Jane Van Schoik (45) 

Roberta Mattimiro (64)  Joyce Weeke (25) 

Chuck Patterson (65)  Bill Zimmer (38) 

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

** Hymn No. 467:  “How Great Thou Art” *   

Charge and Benediction 

Postlude: “Rigaudon”—Campra 

* The words to the hymns and readings are included with the order of worship. 

Where indicated (**) please rise, and stand as you are able.  
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Great Is Thy Faithfulness—Hymn #276 

1. Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 

There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 

Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not 

As Thou hast been, Thou forever will be. 

Refrain: Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 

  Morning by morning, new mercies I see;  

  All I have needed, Thy hand hath provided 

  Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me 

2. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,  
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside. 

Refrain: Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 

  Morning by morning, new mercies I see; 

  All I have needed, Thy hand hath provided; 

   Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me 

How Great Thou Art—Hymn #467 

1. When O Lord my God, When I in awesome wonder,  

Consider all the worlds Thy Hands have made;  

I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,  

Thy power throughout the universe displayed. 

Refrain: Then sings my soul, My Savior God, to Thee,   

   How great Thou art, How great Thou art. 

   Then sings my soul, My Savior God, to Thee,  

   How great Thou art, How great Thou art!  

2. When through the woods, and forest glades I wander,  

And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees. 

When I look down, from lofty mountain grandeur 

And see the brook, and feel the gentle breeze. 

Refrain: Then sings my soul, My Savior God, to Thee,  

   How great Thou art, How great Thou art. 

   Then sings my soul, My Savior God, to Thee,  

   How great Thou art, How great Thou art! 

3. When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation,  

And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart. 

Then I shall bow, in humble adoration,  

And then proclaim: “My God, how great Thou art!” 

Refrain: Then sings my soul, My Savior God, to Thee,  

   How great Thou art, How great Thou art. 

   Then sings my soul, My Savior God, to Thee,  

   How great Thou art, How great Thou art! 

 

 

 



First Reading: Psalm 92:1-5, 12-15—Thanksgiving for Vindication 

A Psalm. A Song for the Sabbath Day. 

1 It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to your name, O Most High; 2 to 

declare your steadfast love in the morning,   and your faithfulness by night, 3 to the music 

of the lute and the harp,  to the melody of the lyre. 4 For you, O Lord, have made me glad 

by your work;  at the works of your hands I sing for joy. 5 How great are your works, O 

Lord!     

12 The righteous flourish like the palm tree,  and grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 13 They are 

planted in the house of the Lord;  they flourish in the courts of our God. 14 In old age they 

still produce fruit; they are always green and full of sap, 15 showing that the Lord is upright;  

he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him. 

Second Reading: Isaiah 46:3-4  

3 Listen to me, O house of Jacob,  all the remnant of the house of Israel, who have been 

borne by me from your birth,  carried from the womb; 4 even to your old age I am he, even 

when you turn gray I will carry you. I have made, and I will bear; I will carry and will save. 

Third Reading: Proverbs 16:1-3, 16-25, 31-33 

1 The plans of the mind belong to mortals, but the answer of the tongue is from the Lord. 
2 All one’s ways may be pure in one’s own eyes, but the Lord weighs the spirit. 3 Commit 

your work to the Lord, and your plans will be established.  

16 How much better to get wisdom than gold! To get understanding is to be chosen rather 

than silver. 17 The highway of the upright avoids evil; those who guard their way preserve 

their lives. 18 Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall. 19 It is better 

to be of a lowly spirit among the poor than to divide the spoil with the proud. 20 Those who 

are attentive to a matter will prosper, and happy are those who trust in the Lord. 

21 The wise of heart is called perceptive, and pleasant speech increases persuasiveness. 
22 Wisdom is a fountain of life to one who has it, but folly is the punishment of fools. 
23 The mind of the wise makes their speech judicious, and adds persuasiveness to their lips. 
24 Pleasant words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul and health to the body. 
25 Sometimes there is a way that seems to be right, but in the end it is the way to death. 

31 Gray hair is a crown of glory; it is gained in a righteous life. 32 One who is slow to anger 

is better than the mighty, and one whose temper is controlled than one who captures a city. 
33 The lot is cast into the lap, but the decision is the Lord’s alone. 

Moment for Meditation—The Spirituality of Aging 

A person of mature faith can enter the final phase of life with a spirit that enlivens 

elderhood and makes peace with death. This wonderful potential does not minimize the 

physical sufferings. and mental doubts of this period…but amid these hardships, the older 

person of faith faces death not with stoic resignation, but in the firm hope of the power of 

God to sustain the self in its ultimate trial and give it courage and insight to serve humanity 

to the end. This faithful surrender to God amid the sufferings of old age constitutes a 

profound act of obedience. It testifies to the belief that the powerful human effort alone 

will not save us as individuals…. Older people who deeply understand this message are in 

a unique position to be responsible and free persons.  

                                                      ~ Eugene C. Bianchi, Aging as a Spiritual Journey 


